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Don your early Hollywood finery and dancing 
shoes! This year's Stockade Soiree is Sunday, September 
13, 5-9pm at the Stockade's newest "old" venue, The Van 
Dyck Restaurant and Lounge, 237 Union Street, 
Schenectady. 

Recently renovated to its former elegance (and 
then some) by the McDonald Family, the Van Dyck fea-
tures new mosaic tile floors, (continued on p. 2) 
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On this special day you can peak inside some of the 
premiere Stockade homes in New York's oldest registered 
historic district, and be transported to another time. To get 
you there will be horse-drawn carriage rides, English country 
dancers, historical reenactments, architectural and cemetery 
walking tours, a new archaeological dig in progress by SCCC 
faculty and students, the Union College Jazz Ensemble, his
toric Stockade characters, and streetsingers! Join The First 
Presbyterian Church in its 200th anniversary, and new this 
year, families will love the historic treasure hunt! The historic 
bateau and maybe even the Onrust will be floating down the 
Mohawk for all to see. Our Stockade restaurants, cafes and 
area food vendors will help keep us going throughout this 
exciting day. 

To celebrate our 50 years, eleven Stockade homes, 
(seven of them not seen in many years) will be open this year 
by our gracious neighbors. (See page 12 for house photos.) 
To all Stockade neighbors: If you would like to be part of 

the event, and volunteer for 2 hours, you will receive a free 
ticket as a thank you! Call Sylvie Briber, 377-0469, if you 
would like to be a guide in a home, and Rob Gavel, 1917-716-
267 4, for all other volunteer efforts. 

To help celebrate this 50th year, Stockade neighbors 
are encouraged to fly their flags in front of their homes. 

Parking is no problem (continued on page 2) 

58th Annual Stockade Villager's Outdoor Art Show 
Saturday, September 12 10- 4PM (Rain Date: Sunday, September 13 noon-4pm) 

58 YEARS AND CONTINUES TO BE 
A SUCCESSFUL EVENT IN THE STOCKADE 
The Stockade Villager's Outdoor Art Show is a 

unique experience for artists and art lovers. Exhibits of fine 
art work by artists from near and far will be on display. 

The day of the Art Show is an open, friendly atmo
sphere and offers our visitors a warm welcome. Stockade 
residents are proud of their neighborhood and its diversity 
and uniqueness. Residents and visitors meet old friends 
and perhaps buy some of the fine art (continued on page 4) 
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<Tlie (Presi£ent 's <M_essage 
Welcome back after a long wet summer. Rain or not 

I hope that you all had as happy and relaxed summer as did 
I. Over the summer the Stockade neighborhood lost one of 
our most beloved friends, Peter Polachek. I don't think that 
I have ever met anyone with a more tender heart or a love
lier smile. Peter had a kind word for everyone and a helping 
hand for those who needed one. If you were lucky enough 
to have attended his memorial service at St. George's 
Church you would have left with a feeling of gratitude for 
having known Peter. Our heartfelt thanks for the privilege of 
knowing such a wonderful man. 

The Spy may have been resting for the last few 
months, but the work of the Association has kept right on 
moving. The plaque honoring Ernie Cohn which was placed 
at the corner of Front Street and North Church Street by his 
children was showing the wear and tear of the last twenty 
years and will be replaced by an identical plaque in the next 
few weeks. I want to thank Rob Gavel for his time in 
researching the best price for the replacement. His time and 
efforts saved us several hundred dollars. 

Were you able to attend the neighborhood picnic in 
Riverside Park? Each year this event grows thanks to the 
tireless efforts of Beverly Elander and Carol DeLaMarter 
and their crew of workers. We counted nearly twenty chil
dren in attendance this year so next year there will be some 
organized games for them much like the old Memorial Day 
Picnic which some of our long time neighbors remember. 

- Lyn Gordon 

Washington Avenue was torn up for most of the 
summer with the installation of a new gas line. The one that 
was replaced was 100 years old and in poor condition. 
Parking could have been a real problem for those living on 
Washington Avenue had it not been for the cooperation of 
First Reformed Church who offered us their parking lot for 
the duration of the work. Negotiations are being carried out 
with the. City to have that street re-paved rather than 
patched. At this writing no decision has been made so stay 
tuned. 

A new trash receptacle has been ordered and deliv
ered for the corner of Union and North College Street. The 
City will be responsible for emptying it. If this trial receptacle 
is successful we will consider buying a second one. 

Get out your dancing shoes and plan to attend the 
second annual Stockade Soiree to be held at the NEW Van 
Dyck restaurant. Colleen Pratt will again be performing, the 
food will be memorable and you are guaranteed a wonderful 
evening. Mark your calendars for Sept. 13, 5:00 to 9:00 
P.M. 

Please plan to attend the first General membership 
meeting on Sept. 10, 2009 and note the change of meeting 
place to First Reformed Church. They have been gracious 
to welcome us for the coming year. 

Again, welcome back to The Spy and I will look 
forward to seeing you at our September meeting. 

(Walkabout continued from page 1) (Stockade Soiree continued from page 1) 

as all visitors can drive to the SCCC parking lot and 
take a free trolley into the Stockade. 

This year the committee has given a deep 
discount on ticket prices for all people who buy in 
advance. Tickets bought between Sept. 1 and 
Sept. 15 are only ~ a savings of $10 per 
ticket. Those who buy between Sept. 16 and 25 
will pay $20 per ticket, a savings of $5 per ticket. 
All tickets sold on Sept. 26 will be the full price of 
$25. Children under 16 are $10 at all times, and 
children under 5 are free. Tickets may be bought 
at the Historical Society at 32 Washington Avenue 
or by phoning 518-374-0263. For the first time 
ever, advance tickets to the Walkabout are avail
able online at www.stockadewalkabout.com. 

Proceeds from the Stockade Walkabout 
will benefit The Stockade Association and The 
Schenectady County Historical Society. 

This event is sponsored by Time Warner, 
First Niagara Bank, The Mossey Group and the 
Schenectady County Chamber. Other thank you's 
go to Union College, Bellamy Builders, The Daily 
Gazette, Stewart's, The Stockade Inn, The Van 
Dyck, The Schenectady County Community 
College, The Costumer, Price Chopper and the 
Law Office of Mark J. Sacco. - Sylvie Briber 

upstairs performance room featuring a balcony and the original 
Van Dyck bar, a relocated staircase, several dining rooms, crystal 
chandeliers, and lots of room to dance to music of the efferves
cent Colleen Pratt and Friends. Catering will be provided by The 
Van Dyck. Local photographer, Ralph Rosenthal, has kindly 
agreed again to capture those special moments on camera. 

Tickets for this gala event are $75 apiece. In partnership 
with the City and County, funds raised will be used for projects 
within the Stockade Historic District and the city's Riverside Park. 
(The Stockade Association is a 501 C3 organization, and all con
tributions beyond the cost of the ticket are tax deductible.) 
For more information, please call 518-334-3687 or go online to 
www.historicstockade.com. - Beverly Elander 
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Stockade Association General Meeting 
Thursday, September 1 O 

7:00 pm Social 7:30 Meeting 

The First Reformed Church - entrance on North Church Street 

FLOODING, ARE YOU READY? 
Schenectady County 

presents 
a 

Flood Plain Public Education Meeting 
Presentation will be done by 

Jim Kalohn, Planner 
Tom Constantine, Director of the Office of Emergency Management & 

Kyle Rudolphsen, Deputy Director of the Office of Emergency Management 

Statefarme 
. Providing Insurance and Financial Services 

Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710 

Steve Becker ChFC CW CPCU, Agent 
4017 C State Street 

• Schenectady, NY 12304-4278 
Bus 518 3721561 Fax 518 3721060 
steve.becker.ssk4@statefarm,com 

PINHEAD SUSAN'S ~ 
38-40 North Broadway ~UB/J' 

Schenectady, NY 12305 ".·. 
(518) 346-6431 . , 

. ;~~ 

Dining from 11:00 a.m. -10:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 
12:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. Saturday- Closed Sunday 

Spirits served until closing 

3 

THE 
GAZETTE 

For all of 
your local news. 

Home Delivery: 395-3060 
Electronic Deliver azette.com 

~ I ~eROl'lica w. L. 
~LY.ll~u~ 

Brigitta Strelka 
Uctn.ttd Salt., Ptrs011 • Certifitd Buyer Rtprt.stntafive 

Office: {518) 393-1 JOO ext.45 
Fax: (518) 393-1290 Cell: (518) 428-4712 

b.stre1lca@mindspring.com. '· 
147S Ba11town Road, Niskayuna, New York 12309 



(Art Show continued from page 1) 

work or just enjoy the day. Stockade residents are encour
aged to make their property visitor friendly - pull the weeds, 
sweep sidewalks and share your sidewalk with the artists 
and the visitors that attend this show. 
STREET CLOSINGS - Stockade streets (portions of Front, 
Green and North Ferry Streets) will be closed to all motor
ized transportation on Saturday, Sept. 12 (7am to 5pm) and 
if rain on Sunday, Sept. 13 (noon to 5pm). Cars must be 
off the streets by 7am. Look for our flyers on your cars 
to prevent being towed. 

Invitation to Artists Artists, both professional and 
nonprofessional, interested in showing and selling their 
works, are invited to exhibit. Only original works of fine art 
including drawings, paintings, sculpture, graphics, non
utilitarian textile wall hanging, and photography may be 
exhibited. No craft or performing arts are permitted in the 
show. 

Registration begins at 9am the day of the show at 
a fee of $30 per artist. Sales of art are encouraged. Young 
Artist (8-18 years of age) will be judged separately. This 
year there will be a special prize awarded to an artist resid
ing in the Stockade Neighborhood and for the best depic
tion of the Quadricentennial of New York State. 

Over $1350 in cash prizes will be awarded. Works 
will be judged for cash prizes and ribbons including first 
prize of $300 (Sponsored by The Daily Gazette), $200 
(2nd), $150 (3rd) and five $100 special awards as well as 
12 Honorable mentions at $25. 

For further information, contact Arts Show 
Co-Chairs Matt Volks (518) 381-6322 or Connie Colangelo 
(518) 374-7355 or go to www.historicstockade.com and link 
to Villager's Art Show. 

Matt Volks is the General Chairman/President of 
the Board of Directors. The Art Show Board encourages 
neighborhood participation and welcomes your help. 
Volunteers are needed - to volunteer (hosts, hostesses - 2 
hour shifts, work in the judging circle, set up/take down the 
show) call Deb Volks (381-6322), plus any questions you 
may have. Committee chairs are: Judges: Vivian d'Estienne; 
Judging Circle: Meredith Anker; Registration: Connie 
Colangelo; Publicity: Karen B. Johnson; Treasurer: Larry 
Schmidt. - Connie Colangelo 

Share the day of Sat., Sept. 12 with: 
St. George's Church - support their lunch program 

Little Italy Festival & The Greek Festival 

FAMOUS FOR SANDWICHES SINCE 1974 
127 SOUTH FERRY STREET 

SCHENECTADY, N.Y. 12305 
(518) 370-0026 

BARBARA & MICHAEL NAUMOFF 
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200th Anniversary 
of First Presbyterian Church Building 

The First Presbyterian Church building dates back to 
1809. Over the years there has been a number of changes 
and restorations, but the building's exterior has kept its 
Colonial style. The original interior was unusual. The walls 
were white, balanced by blue woodwork. It had an elliptical 
auditorium, with a gallery continuous on all sides, but 
depressed at the north end to form a pulpit. Union College 
students used to descend the east gallery to receive their 
diplomas from Dr. Eliphalet Nott, the president of Union 
College from 1804-1866, and then ascend the west gallery to 
regain their seats. The church had close ties with the College. 
Jonathan Edwards the Younger, second president of Union, 
is buried in the church graveyard. 

In 1834, an addition was made to square off the 
front, and in 1859, transepts were added and the pews were 
changed. In 1888 the clear windows were replaced by 
stained glass and the curved pews replaced the square pews 
across the front, as at present. The interior took on a 
Victorian decor with green walls and grained oak pews. In 
1924 the Colonial interior was partially restored with white 
walls and pews, and constructing a spacious vestibule, a 
church study and choir room in the rear. In 1953 the north 
end interior of the church was remodeled and a new organ 
installed. 

As the 19th century drew to a close, the roof of the 
old building began to sag, the interior needed a major resto
ration, and the stained glass windows that need major main
tenance every 100 years, were past due. In 2001, the foun
dation and roof structure were shored up and restored. The 
interior was replastered, painted, and electric chandeliers 
were installed in the auditorium. The stained glass windows 
are in the process of refurbishment. The first window being 
restored should be back in place for The Walkabout. That 
large window was in memory of John Ellis, president of the 
Schenectady Locomotive Works, known today as ALCO. 

- Keith Creasy 

The Schenectady/Nijkerk 
Adult Exchange, 2009 

Did you know that these exchanges have been 
going on for 25 years! The plaques, in honor of Arendt 
van Curler, the founder of Schenectady, helped bring 
about our exchanges and the continuing recognition of 
our shared heritage. The Schenectady/Nijkerk Council is 
honored to be involved in these exchanges between our 
cities. 

About 36 adults from Nijkerk will be welcomed 
this September, arriving in Schenectady on Sept. 17. 
Several Stockade neighbors will host them. On Sun., 
Sept. 20, at the First Reformed Church Service (10-11 am) 
Arendt van Curler with be honored by rededicating the 
Arendt van Curler plaque outside the Stockade Inn with 
a Reception following at the First Reformed Church. The 
next day, visitors will visit City Hall, tour Proctor's Theatre, 
the GE Plot, the Nott Memorial and in the next few days, 
other point of interest in the Capital Region. 

The Nijkerk guests will assist with our Stockade 
Walkabout by being guides and volunteers. 
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The Stockade Association Membershi 2009 - 201 0 
The Stockade has been described as "a national treasure, enjoyed by thousands of visitors from across 

America and the world for more than a half century. At the same time, The Stockade Association has continued 
to preserve this Historic District and quality of life for its caretakers, and provide protection and improvement of 
the properties within its boundaries. 

Your support of The Stockade Association by becoming a member greatly helps in furthering its mission. 
Membership for voting members is $15 per person, $20 per household. Businesses and non-residents can join 
as non-voting members. Simply complete this form and mail with your remittance to the address indicated 
below. 
Membership: September 1, 2009 to August 31, 2010. $15 per person, $20 per household. $ __ _ 

Name(s) Include all members with household membership: 

Address ________________ City ______________ Zip ____ _ 

Home Phone ______ Business ______ e-mail Date ____ _ 

Please indicate if you would like to help with any of the following useful efforts: 

_Art Show _Membership Riverside Park 
_Garden Group _Neighborhood Celebrations _Sidewalk Sale 

Walkabout _Neighborhood Watch 
_The Stockade Spy _Government Affairs 

The Stockade Spy is distributed to the neighborhood monthly, September through May. 
If you are a non-resident and 
• would like to be mailed The Stockade Spy, it is $1 0 per year. $ ___ _ 
• would like to become a "Friend of the Stockade" (non-voting) 

and support the efforts of the Stockade, your contributions are very welcome. $ ____ _ 

If you would like to give The Stockade Spy as a gift, it is $1 0 per year $ ___ _ 

Name of recipient ___________________________ _ 

Address of recipient ________________________ _ 

Name of sender __________________________ _ 
Please make check payable to "The Stockade Association" Total Amount enclosed $ ___ _ 

and mail to: Stockade Association Treasurer 
Suite 100 
32 Washington Avenue 
Schenectady, NY 12305 
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Carol DeLaMarter, Secretary 

Neighborhood News 
Stockade website: www.historicstockade.com. 

Stockade Association Annual Meeting 
Thursday, May 14, 2009 

The meeting was held in Assembly Hall of First 
Reformed Church. The social half hour included a chance 
to see the new historic street signs and celebrate reaching 
funding goal. President Lyn Gordon thanked Beth Petta and 
others who marshaled the project from idea to reality. 
• There was a presentation by Robert Carney, DA and Ed 
August, on surveillance cameras in Schenectady. 
• Annual business meeting was called to order at 8:25 by 
president Lyn Gordon. Minutes of March General meeting 
were accepted. Greg Sauer gave a treasurer's report. 
• Mary D'Alessandro, chair of Nominating Committee, sub
mitted slate of officers and directors. Motion was passed to 
unanimously accept as presented. Officers elected are Lyn 
Gordon, president; Mary D'Alessandro, Vice-President; and 
Karen Mallia as Treasurer. Greg Sauer and Robert Woods 
were elected Directors. 
• David Marhafer, Chair of By-Laws Committee, presented 
text of revised by-laws as published online. Board has pre
sented at March General meeting. One change to delete 
reference to Editor of Spy as ex-officio member of the 
board. A question was raised about the difference between 
Member and budget year. Greg Sauer moved acceptance 
of revised by-laws. Motion was passed. Lyn thanked David 
and members of By-Laws committee for thorough effort. 
• During the Open Forum - Gloria Kishton announced that 
two Stockade houses would receive preservation awards 

The Open Door 
Bookstore & Gift GaCCery 

A Locally-Owned Independent 
Bookstore Since 1971 

128 JAY STREET• SCHENECTADY , 
(518) 346-2719 

~f 
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from Schenectady Heritage Foundation. Lyn Gordon spoke 
to recent spate of parking tickets and reported police officer 
will address the Board at May meeting. Robert Petito has 
volunteered to study parking during summer and report in 
September. A neighbor raised concern about the types of 
trees used in N. Ferry repaving. 
Committee Reports: 
• Sylvie Briber, Spy editor, reported on need for ads, Patroon 
ad gets full ad in every issue for $225. 
• Walkabout co-chair Joan Besserab reported they have 7 
or 8 houses. 
• Membership - George Marshall - no report. 
• Committee of Safety chair Beverly Elander reported 
national Night Out will be August 4th in Central Park. 
Stockade Neighborhood Watch will host picnic in Riverside 
Park for all neighbors on Tuesday July 28th. 
• Zoning/Preservation chair Gloria Kishton reported on 
importance of relationship with City Hall in their attention on 
properties in need of improvement. 
• Infrastructure Committee Chair, Greg Sauer reported on 
efforts to bury wires including meeting with RPI, National 
Grid and City. Questions about placement of transformers 
and electrical code inspections. He is working on a bench
marking survey. In other matters plans for painting of cross
walks this year. 
• Sidewalk Sale chair Diane DeMeo reminded Sale is June 
6th and to get permits. If you have items to donate Stockade 
Association will have a table. (continued on page 7) 

First Reformed Church 
8 North Church Street in the Stockade 

Sunday Worship, 10am 

Sunday Church School, 10:20am 

Sunday Vespers, 5pm 

An open congregation. 518-377-2201 www.lstreformed.com 

(ijBrokers 
l§IMWM•M;Mfi BARBARA A. w ALTON 

97 4 ALBANY SHAKER ROAD 

LATHAM, NY 12110 

Broker/Owner 

DIRECT: 518.527 .5800 
FAx: 518.393.2213 

(=) EMAIL: barbara@brokersnetworkrealestate.com !ffl-I 
ffl':.= WEBSITE: www.brokersnetworkrealestate.com - 111.S. 



(Neighborhood News continued from page 6) 

• Mary D'Alessandro chair of Soiree announced Sept. 
13th event will be at the Van Dyck. 
• Carol DeLaMarter Stockade Garden Group chair, 
reminded volunteers needed for planting Riverside park 
on Saturday, May. 16th. 
• No new business. Meeting adjourned at 9:05pm. 

Summary of Board Actions May-July 2009 
• Membership for this year is 173. Dues will not change 
next year. 
• Lyn and Gloria met with Ray Gillen on Millington and 
Gillette houses. Neil Eklund will pursue other discus
sions. 
• Board unanimously approved an expenditure of up to 
$1500 for sign posts subject to Historic Commission 
approval. The motion passed unanimously. 
• Board approved a request to fund a portion of 
Stockade Walking Tour brochure upon receipt of 
invoice. 
• Board members accepted the following Committee 
chair assignments at June meeting: 
• Finance - Greg Sauer 
• Historic Preservation and Zoning - Gloria Kishton 
• Infrastructure Maintenance - Greg Sauer, Robert 
Woods 
• Membership - George Marshall, Diane DeMeo 
Hospitality 
• Events Committee - Carol DeLaMarter 
• Nominating - TBD 
• Garden Group - TBD 
• Committee of Safety - Beverly Elander 
• At July meeting Board heard a presentation from City 
on plans for seasonal dock in Riverside Park. Board 
asked city to provide information about process that will 
be followed and schedule for process including public 
hearings. 
• Board approved cost to refurbish Ernie Cohen plaque 
and getting plaque reinstalled at corner of Front and N. 
Church when completed. 
• Board has an agreement with First Reformed Church 
to move General membership and Board meetings to 8 
N. Church St. 
• Board members manned a table for Sidewalk Sale. 
Many thanks to neighbors who donated items. 
• Board did not meet in August. 

<Diane C. <:De:M.eo 
(i?ersonaUmage (J)e~ 

Hair • Make-Up • Reild 

212 Vnion St., Sclieneetatfy, 1vf'£ 

(518) 372-0642 

- Malcolm Willison 

}In <£{eey for (J'ete , 
('Wliom I afways calktf "(peter") 

(Paul (Pete) Polachek, 1948-2009) 

Apologetic 

twist of his hatted head 

introduced you 

to Pete's smile 

He was proprietor, host, 

friend, 

facilitating help 

for human failings, 

frailties, needs, effort - -

He carried his art 

with him in his red Cadillac 

as he left his last days 

still polite, still 

considerate for all of us 

left behind. 

Pete's Memorial Service 
St. George's Church, August 15, 2009 

Besides Malcolm Willison reading this elegy, many 
family members and friends celebrated Pete Polachek's life 
through words and music. Among them were family Rachel 
Polachek, Tiffany Brace, Vincent Brace, Doreathea Brace, Bill 
& Michelle Szumiloski; his friends Danielle Wilkins, Gavin 
Grimm, Joseph Lazzari, Martha Huggins, Timothy Luby, & 
Mayor Brian Stratton; and Rev. Wampler, David Kennison, and 
Brian Hoffman from St. George's Church. 
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, . J)i.storic ~5>t. -®eorge's <tburcb ,,r,, •N 

.:~ ~: · \ ~:': (Episcopal) r.. ' 30 North Ferry Street 
Schenectady, New York 12305 

· ··· · Stmaay Worship: 8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer 
9:00 a.m. Parish Mass 

10:00 a.m. Coffee Hour & Fellowship 
Phone: (518) 374-3163 

Visit us on our Web Site: stgcorgesschenectady.org 



Schenectady County 
Community College 

...... \.£·c 
-5y\---S /; 

:J;- . . · -?: Classes Begin 
Tuesday, 

September 8, 2009 
u 0 . -< 
COUNTY 

~ 

518-381-1200 www.sunysccc.edu 

First Reformed Church 
8 North Church Street in the Stockade 

Sunday Worship, 10am 

Sunday Church School, 10:20am 

Sunday Vespers, 5pm 

An open congregation. 518-377-2201 www.lstreformed.com 

#1_ INTIRE.S 

FAMILY tfl TIRE & AUTO 
SERVICE CENTERS 

BILLGlOCK 
OWNER 

123 l:tkehill Road 
Burnt Hills, NY 12027 
www.purdyualry.com 

712 STATt: STREET 
SCHENECTADY, m 1230? 

Pt-KX'-.1; 374~ 
WHN.i.imillylitr, .com 

CHRIS GALVIN 
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson 

PURDY REALTY LLC 

Office: (518) 384-1117 
Fax: (518) 384-0957 

Cell: (518) 878-1089 
E-mail: Chrisgalvin@juno.com 

DANIEL C. ERTEL CPA, P.C. 
Admitted to Practice, U.S. Tax Court 

148 Clinton Street 
Schenectady, NY 12305 

Tel. 518-346-4011 * Fax 518-346-4014 

Website at www.dcecpas.com 

- Tax Return Preparation 
- Income & Estate Tax Planning 

- Solving Tax Problems 

Stockade Neighborhood Watch 
Busy Promoting a Sense of Community 

This Summer 

by Beverly Elander 

One of the the main ways of helping create safety in 
a community is by getting to know the people who live there. 
To promote that goal, the Stockade Neighborhood Watch 
participated in two events this past summer designed to 
reach out to the residents of Schenectady. 

The rental of a large tent supported by funds from 
the Stockade Association was erected in Riverside Park near 
the cannon the last Tuesday of July. Tables covered with 
tablecloths and decorated with fresh flowers from Stockade 
gardens were set up for eating and serving. Hot dogs, pur
chased through generous donations, were grilled by volun
teers, and Stockaders brought dishes to share. Jeronimo's 
eatery (Ballston Road, Glenville) supplied free pizza, and 
Arthur's Market sold cold drinks. 

Set up in front of our own Mohawk, Running the 
River supplied their unique blend of classic Country, Rock, 
Irish, Blues and Fiddle tunes. Happy picnickers tapped their 
feet, danced, hummed, and sang along with this well-known 
and enjoyable group. 

Old neighbors met new residents, kids and pups 
played with Frisbees, and young and old alike blew bubbles 
at our Fourth (now annual) Stockade Neighborhood Picnic 
sponsored by the Stockade Neighborhood Watch, a branch 
of the Stockade Association's Committee of Safety. SPD 
Chief Mark Chaires and members of his staff, plus represen
tatives from City, County and State governments were on
hand to chat with attendees. 

A real sense of community was experienced by all 
who attended. 

On the evening of August 3, a National Night-Out 
Walk for Safety was sponsored in Central Park by the City
Wide Neighborhood Watch, headed by Fred Lee. Representing 
the Stockade Neighborhood Watch were Joan Bessarab, 
Linda Muralidharan, Chris Waldron, Maggie the Cairn Terrier, 
and Beverly Elander. 

The following day was the Schenectady National 
Night Out in Central Park. A banner-making project for 
attendees was organized by Stockade Neighborhood Watch 
member Bonnie Harlan and assisted by Chris Waldron and 
Beverly Elander. 
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Family owned & operated by ]apam:sc Licensed , 
mt1slcr chef'7oshi Yamaguchi'' since 1998 ~ 

~M,~(\~c, 
Japa~ ~trzak ti~ @ &tihi l,er 

(Serving authentic Traditional & comtamporary Japanese culsln 
TEL.: (518) 452 • 1445 FAX.: (518) 452-2159 

www.miyukostcnkhousc.com I emnil: 1oshJl!miy11k1>,tcnkhou~c.c(lm 

••••••••••••••••••••• 
COCKTAIL I SUSHI BAR 
HIBACHI TABLE 
TATAMI PRIVATE ROOM 

2027 Western Avo (Corner of RI. 155) 
Gullderlahd Town, Albany, NY 12203 

OJ)lln 6 0Hyt A Wcok, Clo16d Mondoy 



<Tlie Secret Cliape[ 
After attending one of my exercise classes at 

the YWCA one day, I decided to step inside an 
office room that I had only seen before from a 
distance. I noticed a historic, small fireplace 
on the far wall that always made me curious. 

Inside the room, I saw that there was yet 
another room hidden within, with gothic style 
doors that seemed unusual in an office atmo
sphere. Light coming through beautiful blue 

and yellow stained glass windows cast soft shadows on a 
woman seated at her desk. Shirley DeBono intoduced herself 
and I quizzed her about these rooms. 

Shirley told me this was the original chapel for the 
Young Women's Christian Association, when it was built in 
1930. The Women residents would visit these rooms for 
prayer and meditation and services were held here. 

You can see these secret rooms of the YWCA on the 
day of the Walkabout, Sat., Sept. 26, along with the orignal 
pews, and a mysterious plaque that hangs on the wall, dated 
the summer of 1927! -Sylvie Briber 

gifts functional . 

thekatbird 

425 Liberty St, Schenectady 
between Broadway and Jay 

www.thekatbirdshop.com 
518-381-1691 

P/h,e, ~4/2/ <[}rude,n !IJai 5 !IJu:oJ{od 
"/:;,,;ffl;,nia fiiohm,, ,J:,n,,.,lrRR/w;. 
(51s) 630-6760 

fl'flffl'.OJ/fl1,/.Jhfj.lU4e11/'¥:t11UJ6.C<V/I/, 

205 CU11i~11, .Cft,<'Rt 
_~ fPr..Ju://'1.Rdiu/11, ..Af 12065 

:01, fitoclw.de fllRt>1.de111.i't, uxi/4 

A Restaurant, Banquet Facility, and Inn in the Historic Schenectady Stockade 

,,~--...... The······ 
Stockade 
_Inn-

Fine Food and Service in an Historic Setting 

One North Church Street 

Schenectady, New York 12305 

(5 I 8) 346-3400 

(518) 346-3393 (fax) 
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Doing Some Outside 
Repairs and Painting? 

Need to fill out an application? 
If you are planning outside repairs and painting, includ

ing those that are identical to what was there before, you 
may need to file an application. Any repairs, painting, or sidewalk 
replacement seen from the public right of way must have 
approval from the Schenectady Historic Commission. 
Applications, full deadline and meeting schedule, and further 
information are available from Cari Hourigan (CHOURIGAN@ 
GMAIL.COM) or 382-5147, Department of Development, Room 
14, 105 Jay Street, City Hall, Schenectady, 12305. Also, http:// 
www.cityofschenectady.com. Fees for Historic Commission 
applications are $1 O for residential applications and $20 for com
mercial applications. Here is the schedule for application dead
lines and review meeting dates for 2008. Review meetings are 
in Room 209, City Hall, 7pm. 

Application deadline Review meeting Room 
209 
209 
209 
209 

September 8 September 21 
October 5 October 19 
November 2 
December 7 

November 16 
December 21 

fine Italian Food 

ITesh Cut Steaks and Vea1 

Fresh Seafood & Pasta 
Homemode 1,,-d, Soups & Dessem Every Day 

Localed Oft Exit 6, 1-890 -Comer o! Duane & Craig St 
134 Duane Ave-Schenectady 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, PCA 
209 Union Street 
Schenectady, NY 12305 
(in the historic Stockade District) 

Sunday Worship 
8:15 A.M. Contemporary 

11 :00 A.M. Traditional 
6:00 P.M. lnfonnal 

(7:00 P.M. in July & August) 

Wednesday Evenine 

Phone:518-374-4546 
Fax: 518-374-2505 
Email: fpcsrmin@nycap.rr.com 
Website: www.lstpreschurch.org 

6:00 Family Dinner (Sept.-May) 
7:00 Prayer Meeting 

Youth groups 

Licensed Salesperson 

RealtyUSA ... The Best In The Business 

Office: 518-370-3170 
Fax: 518-370-5797 Cell: 518-423-7456 

VMail: 518-370-0996 Ext. 240 
EMail: JFava@RealtyUSA.com 
EMail: JFFava@concentric.net 

480 Balltown Rd., Schenectady, NY 12304 



Ca[endar In and}lround the Stock_,ade 
Open Door Bookstore 

128 Jay St, Schenectady 346-2719 

Events for September 
• Sat., Sept. 12. John Warren signing "Historic Tales from the 
Adirondack Almanack." 1-2:30pm 
• Sun .• Sept. 20, Joseph Bruchac signing "March Toward the 
Thunder," "Night Wings," and "Whisper in the Dark." 11-12:30. 
• Sat.. Sept. 26 Russell Dunn signing "Adirondack Trail With 
Tales," 1-2:30 

Community Archaeology Courses at SCCC 
Three courses will be offered this fall at our Community 

College, 78 Washington Avenue, on the edge of the Stockade: 
• Historical Archaeology and Field Study; 
• Recording and Archiving Archaeological Data; 
• and Pre-Colonial Archaeology and Field Study. 

If this is your interest, see one of their projects right here 
in the Stockade on the day of the Walkabout, Sat., Sept. 26 
where you can talk to the professors and adult students as they 
work to uncover the original Stockade Wall! 
More courses will follow in the Spring. 
Call the Division of Continuing Education at 381-1315 or www. 
sunysccc.edu. 

Mary D'Alessandro 
Associate Broker 
mdalessandro@prudentialmanor.com 

~ Prudential 
Manor Homes. REALTORS~ 
2331 Troy Schenectady Rd. 
Niskayuna, NY 12309 
Office 518 388-9111 Ext 408 
Fax 518 372-1986 Cell 518 334-3687 

,,,,,. 
REAlTOR 

lil An independently owned and aperated membe< of Prudential Real £state Affiliates. Inc. 

The market is outdoors for the summer! 

Sundays 10am-2pm 
Around City Hall 

Fresh produce, meat, eggs, 
- • • • · baked goods, prepared foods, 

sCHENECT.l\oy k artlsanal wares and more. Gt¾ai.sc~ et find •n updotod calondor, parking 
~ == ... map, vondor tnfo and moro •t 

www.schonactodygraonmarkot.org. 

:oa:~1 tioRTHWIND 
REFRIGERATION & APPLIANCE SERVICE 

All Ma!Of Appltances 
Se1'11ced - Repaned - Rebu1ll 

Recond1IJOned Appliances For Sale 

FJIS'l' 
SERVICE 

· Air Conditioning · Refrigerators - Freezers · Gas Hot Air 
· Ranges & Ovens · Washers/Dryers · Dishwashers Furnaces, Broilers 

Gas Or Electric App/lance 
Experienced Professional Service 

Civic PCayers 
Jlnnounces 

82nd Season 
The Schenectady Civic Players will open its 

season with Daphne DuMaurier's REBECCA on 
October 16th, 2009. Our December show will feature 
the musical LITTLE WOMEN and in January we will 
present the comedy BEAU JEST. Oscar Wilde's 
AN IDEAL HUSBAND will play in March and the sea
son will end with the classic comedy YOU CAN'T 
TAKE IT WITH YOU in May. The popular Reading 
Aloud Staged Reading Series will continue this year 
with Molnar's farce THE PRESIDENT on Sunday, 
November 1st, followed by the hilarious 
FULLY COMMITTED by Becky Mode on Sunday, 
January 3rd. Our Valentine's Day reading on February 
14th will include four ·short comedies about love, 
romance, and relationships. A.R. Gurney's charming 
family portrait ANCESTRAL VOICES will round out the 
season on Sunday, April 11th. All readings are Sunday 
matinees at 2:30pm and are free of charge. 
Refreshments will be served after each performance. 

While LITTLE WOMEN is particularly suited 
for the entire family, we are also pleased to offer 
THE THREE LITTLE PIGS by the Lake George Opera 
Co. on Saturday, February 27th at 2:30pm. The 30 
minute children's opera is free of charge and includes 
a punch and cookies reception after the show. 

Tickets for mainstage productions are $15 and 
are available by calling 382-2081 or online at www. 
civicplayers.org. All other events are free and do not 
require tickets. 

To our faithful Stockade subscribers who 
attend Wednesday and Thursday evening performanc
es, we have listened to your many requests for an 
earlier weeknight curtain time and will begin these two 
performances at 7:30pm. The Playhouse is located at 
12 South Church St. between Union and State Streets 
near The Stockade Inn. 

SCHENECTADY CIVIC PLAYERS 
2009-2010 Season 

Rebecca 
Oct 16-18 & 21-25 

Little Women (The Musical) 
Dec 4-6 & 9-13 

Beau Jest 
Jan 29-31 & Feb 3-7 

An Ideal Husband 
March 19-21 & 24-28 

You Can't Take It With You 
May 7-9 & 12-16 

Commercial 29 N.Colle1te St.,Sch' dy 

Accounts Welcome 374-7102 10 Reservations (518) 382-2081 • www.civicplayers.org 



Stockade 
Association 

Officers & 
Directors 
2009-2010 

President 
Lyn Gordon 

10 N. Church Street 
370-4324 

Vice President 
Mary D'Alessandro 

7 Washington Avenue 
382-0157 

Treasurer 
Karen Mallia 

9 Washington Avenue 
280-9241 

Secretary 
Carol DeLaMarter 

8 Washington Avenue 
393-4725 

Directors 
Diane DeMeo 

232 Union Street 
372-0642 

Beverly Elander 
227 Green Street 

346-8889 

Gloria Kishton 
207 Union Street 

377-1160 

George Marshall 
48 Washington 

Avenue 
381-8856 

Greg Sauer 
19 Washington 

Avenue 
393-8081 

Neil Eklund 
237 Green St. 

387-5499 

Robert Woods 
32 Front St. 
374-9307 

Thank you, Spy Patroons 
The following businesses have paid for advertising for the entire year. We 

thank them for their commitment to The Spy and the community. Please support them 
by your patronage. 

Ambition Coffee House and Eatery 
Barbara Walton, Brokers Network 
Brigitta Strelka, Veronica Lynch 
Chris Galvin, Purdy Realty LLC 
Daily Gazette 
Daniel C. Ertel CPA, P.C. 

Joe Fava, Realty USA 
Mary D'Alessandro, Prudential Realty 
Northwind Service 
Open Door Bookstore and Gift Gallery 
Parcel Post Plus 
Petta's 
Pinhead Susan's Irish Pub 

Family Tire and Auto Service Centers 
First Presbyterian Church 

St. George's Episcopal Church 
Schenectady Civic Players 

First Reformed Church 
Didn't Get a Spy? 

Schenectady County Community College 
Schenectady Greenmarket 

You can usually pick up a 
copy of the Stockade Spy at: 

Steve Becker, State Farm 
Stockade Inn 
Studio 232 Arthur's Market at the Indian; The 

Stockade Inn, corner of N. Church 
and Union Streets; Slick's, corner of 
S. Ferry and Liberty Streets and 
The Van Dyck at 237 Union Street. 

The English Garden Bed & Breakfast 
The Van Dyck Restaurant & Lounge 
Witecki Law Offices 

Please Be A Good Neighbor: 
For safety, keep your front and back If you consistently do not 

get a Spy, please tell our delivery 
gal Elizabeth Volks, 381-6322. 

porch lights on. 
• Avoid honking car horns. 
• Do not park on sidewalks. 

Please report any wrongdoings 
to the police immediately. 

Important Numbers 
•Emergency 911 
Non-emergencies 382-5263, 

382-5264 
•Stockade Neighborhood 
Watch Officer -
Lt. Thomas Harrigan 
call non-emergency # and 
request him 

•Police Emergency 382-5200 

•Trash Not Picked up 
Solid waste - 386-2225 
hotline 382-5144 
Code Enforcement -382-5050 
Waste Collection Schedule 
& Recyling 382-5144 7:30-4 
Animal Control Voicemail 
382-5200 ext. 5655 

• Put trash out only at appropriate times 
(Please tell new neighbors to check back 

page of The Spy for trash pick-up dates) 
• Remove emptied trash cantainers ASAP 
• Help frail neighbors clean their front yards 
•Pickup dog poops (in plastic bags) 
• Report wrongdoings to the police ASAP 

The Stockade Spy 

Editor 
Sylvie Briber 377-0469 
23 Washington Avenue 

Staff 
Diane Buckley 
Catherine de Salle 
Beverly Elander 
Gerald Plante 
Chris Waldron 

Consultant/Techie 
Bob Briber 

Finance 

Published monthly 
September to May 

Deadline for entries 
is the 15th of 

the previous month. 

Printed by 
Parcel Post Plus 

Founded in 1961 

September Waste Collection Dates Janie Hayner 374-6216 
6 Front Street 

Founder 
James D. J. Schmitt 

All Tuesdays! September 8, 15, 22, 29 
Waste Collection starts at 6:15 AM. Please put waste 
on the curb only after 2 PM the day before. To help 
keep our neighborhood beautiful, please remove trash 

cans ASAP from the street when emptied. 
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Delivery 
Elizabeth Volks 
381-6322 

Designer 
Werner L. Feibes 

First Editor 
Barrie C. Covert 



-.· -=~ 
Teller House, 1760, 121 Front St. ,. 

Marilyn Sassi, gambrel roof 

~· #, 

50th Walkabout Celebration 
Sat. Sept. 26 1 Oam - 5pm 

Photos by Bob Briber 

Hendrick Brouwer House 
14 N. Church St. Katy Kindl 

one of the oldest Stockade homes 

·sanders-Ellice House, c. 1775, 205 Union St. 
Engish Garden Bed & Breakfast. VirginaBohn 

12 1/2 N. Ferry St., Bruce Jordan 
20th cent.- a Paul Schaffer design 

Abraham Fonda House, 1752, 29 Front St., 
Anne & Ray LaRoche; typical Dutch with 
19th century Gothic window & brick front 

Carmichael House, 1870's 
201 Union St. Mansard roof. 
Glenn Houston & Lily Alvarez. 

Robert Sanders 
Mansion, 1750 

owner, Robin White 
a work in progress 

Archaeological Search for 
original Stockade Wall by SCCC 
faculty & students. 32 Front St. 

Gardens of Robert Woods 

Widow Bohanan House, c. 1817 
142 Front St. Helen & Kevin Karpowitz 
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Engeltie Bradt Schermerhorn 
House, Barbara & Greg Sauer 

c. 1827 Federal townhouse 

Riverside Condominiums 
137 Front St. Susanna Sherwood, 

Dianne Crozier, 1921 school 


