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Gates and fences tell a story about the ambitions, goals, needs and skills - Harold Schneiderwind 
of the people who have lived, worked or played on those same properties. 
They often reflect the character of the building on whose lot they stand. 
Within the Stockade of Schenectady we are allowed a glimpse into the 
past and into the lives of the citizens who have lived here before us. 

The Dutch Reformed Church's iron fencing and gates were installed between 1863 and 
1870 under the pastorate of the Rev. Dennis Wortman. They were manufactured in Troy. 

Wrought iron fencing and gates in the Stockade are very decorative and works of art. They match the period of 
the home in a very pleasing manner. For the most part, gates exist at the point of the city right of way or facade. 

Continued on page 12 

SPECIAL ASSOCIATION MEETING ON PROPOSED DOCK All neighbors invited 
Thursday, April 22 7pm First Reformed Church (see pages 2 & 3 for articles) 
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Two Views on a Proposed Seasonal Public Dock 
From time to time during my fifty years in the Stockade, boat docks have been proposed for the Mohawk River at 

Riverside Park. Each time the membership of The Stockade Association passed resolutions rejecting them in the interest 
of preserving the park. 

At the general meeting of the Association on March 11, 2010, members heard that the city will have a public hear
ing on the subject of a seasonal public dock in Riverside Park. The area between Ferry Street and Ingersoll Avenue is the 
likely location. It was left that a special meeting will be called in April for members to discuss the proposal before a pos
sible May public hearing. There may be other proposed changes to the park in addition to the dock. 

The Schenectady County Historical Society's brochure of September 1963 states that "the object of the (Historic 
District) ordinance is to preserve the atmosphere of the District as a whole rather than simply preserve historic structures." 
That atmosphere was described in December 1961 by the architect/editor of Architectural Forum as "probably the finest 
thing of its kind in America." The lawn reaches the riverbank without the parallel railroad tracks that so often border rivers. 
The park is, as a member at the March meeting described it, "magnificent." A public dock would detract from its unique 
attributes. 

The Schenectady City Council passed a Resolution in January 1989 referring to the Association's "concern about 
development of the narrow park along the Mohawk within the district" and Resolved: "that Riverside/Rotundo Park in 
Schenectady's Historic District is recognized as a unique component of the District and best serves residents and visitors 
as a quiet place to view the natural beauty of the Mohawk River." 

Past Association rejections of a public dock have always included noise at the dock and additional traffic it would 
create into and out of narrow streets. The park officially closes at 9pm, but monitoring is difficult; and a dock would be an 
attraction for those who misuse parks. Livability for Stockade caretakers is essential. 

Preserving Schenectady's "Gem of the City" and its public park has long been a goal of The Stockade 
Association. 

- Jean B. Zegger 

Those of us who follow the Historic Stockade Yahoo Group Forum have witnessed a heavy debate recently regard
ing The City's proposed dock in Riverside Park. We would like to list a few points in favor of the idea. 

First, Riverside Park belongs to The City, not The Stockade; in fact, the park isn't part of the historic quarter. So, 
should a small community like ours dictate to everyone else what is and isn't acceptable in a city park? If people are per
mitted to drive to the park, then why can't they be allowed to cruise to the park? 

Certainly, no one can say the park should be untouched by development, it's far too late for that, there are tennis 
courts, a children's playground, etc. Besides, the idea that the park should be kept undeveloped is simply an opinion. If we 
were to take this opinion to its logical conclusion, we would have to return the land to its original form, and plant corn and 
squash. For those obsessed with tradition, one hundred years ago there was a fine boathouse at the foot of Ferry Street. 

Another concern is attracting a "bad element" to the park who will hang out on the docks and cause disturbances. 
This is a pointless argument since the 'bad element" is already there and we all know it. A stroll through the park will reveal 
crack cocaine bags, needles, and used condoms. Two summers ago a man was arrested in the park for having sex with 
a prostitute in broad daylight and one of our neighbors recently reported outsiders coming to dump their trash in the 
river! 

The Onrust is to be docked there and will attract tourists to the park. In our opinion, the more tourism that's asso
ciated with the park the better to push the drug dealers and hooligans somewhere else. Ample parking is available in the 
adjacent lot on Front Street for those who worry about parking. 

We're all for imposing a curfew on dock usage, which is more than we seem to be able to do with those who enter 
the park after dark with no good intentions. 

To conclude, why not try the idea? We can always petition The City to remove the dock should it prove trouble-
some. 

Sundays 1 0am-2pm, year round! 

November-April/Proctors 
May-October/City Hall 

Fresh produce, meat, dairy, 
eggs, flowers, baked goods, 

sCHENECTADY ,J _ prepared foods, artisanal wares, Gteenmar-'£e music and community. 

➔ti¥► t Calendar, vendor info and more at 
www.schenectadygreenmarket.org. 
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- Dave Lowry & Rob Gavel 

DANIEL C. ERTEL CPA, P.C. 
Admitted to Practice, U.S. Tax Court 

148 Clinton Street 
Schenectady, NY 12305 

Tel.518-346-4011 • Fax 518-346-4014 

Website at www.dcecpas.com 
- Tax Return Preparation 

- Income & Estate Tax Planning 
- Solving Tax Problems 



Special Stockade Association Meeting To Discuss Proposed Dock 

Thursday, April 22, 7pm 
First Reformed Church 

All Neighbors Welcome 
North Church Street entrance 

There will be a special meeting of the Stockade 
Association held Thursday, April 22, 2010 at 7pm at the 
First Reformed Church. 

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the dock 
which the City of Schenectady is proposing. Steve Strichman, 
Director of Economic Development for the City, will make a 
short presentation outlining the plans for this project. After 
the presentation, there will be a discussion of the plans by 
all those present and a vote will be held to ascertain the 
wishes of the neighborhood. 

From Steven Strichman 

All neighbors are welcome to speak their opinions. 
However, in order to vote, you must be an Association 
member in good standing. 

You can become a member in good standing that 
evening. There will be a special membership table set up 
where you can fill out an application and submit your pay
ment ( $15 per individual and $25 per household.) 

Please plan to attend this very important meeting. 
- Lyn Gordon 

President of the Stockade Association 

There will be plenty of opportunity for both sides to express their opinions well after the April 22nd meeting. 
After DEC, Army Corp, Parks and Rec., The Canal Corp, Stockade Association, Historic District Commission, and Planning 
Commission have reviewed the Long Environmental Assessment Form (LEAF) and made comments, the Council won't 
award bids for the dock until May/June at the earliest. 
If people want or don't want the docks, their avenue is the City Council at any meeting during privilege of the floor. 

Stockade neighbors share some pros and cons about the dock 
Pros 
• Gives Park feeling of excitement, revitalization & life 
• Gives increased recreational opportunities for neigh
bors for river access to enjoy their kayaks and canoes 
• True to the river's heritage of boatbuilding and boats 
• Gives home to the historic Onrust so neighbors, visi
tors, and school children have hands-on history 
• Makes Stockade an historic touring destination for 

out of state and international boaters 
• Gives ability for drop off/pick up of passengers along 
river 
• Boasts business in the city by boaters and visitors 
going to restaurants, pubs, other services. 
• Increased tourism tends to raise house values 
• Potential for "respectable" boaters deterring undesir
ables to Park 

Cons 
• Changes the character of the historic area 
• More traffic on already narrow, congested streets 
• Even less parking for neighbors who need on
street parking 
• More noise and loud music, especially at night 
• More trash to add to existing trash already in Park 
• Increased alcohol drinking with boaters stopping 

to drink on the dock 
• Problem with enough policing of area 
• Increase in "undesirable" populatioin in the Park 
• Less privacy for neighbors bordering the Park 
• Potential for reduced safety 
• 300 feet dock is too long, taking much of riverbank 

The Stockade Association Membership 2009 - 2010 
Membership: September 1, 2009 to August 31, 201 0. $15 per person, $20 per household. 

$ ___ _ 

Name(s) Include all members with household membership: 

Address ______________ City _____________ Zip ___ _ 

Home Phone ______ Business ______ e-mail Date ____ _ 

Please make check payable to "The Stockade Association" Total Amount enclosed $ ___ _ 

and mail to: Stockade Association Treasurer, Suite 100 32 Washington Avenue Schenectady, NY 12305 
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<Peopfe of the Stock_,ade - Sylvie Briber 

A New Book by Stockade Neighbor Elizabeth Villiers Gemmette 

"Controlling Type 2 Diabetes: A Natural Alternative 
My journey to a healthy life" 

Book signing - Friday, April 30, 6pm Studio 232, 232 Union Street 

It is a painful thing 
To look at your own trouble and know 
That you yourself and no one else has made it. 

- Sophocles 

On a stroll through the Stockade one day, I came 
upon neighbor, Liz Gemmette, and we started chatting. On 
these walks, you never know who you're going to encounter 
and what you may learn! Always a surprise! Liz told me that 
she had recently written a book and then she gave me a 
copy. 

It is a frank and personal story of how one woman 
learns about her serious health condition and then, through 
her own determination, controls it by making life style 
changes, rather than by taking drugs. Liz worked hard to 
bring down the numbers of her blood glucose, cholesterol, 
blood pressure, and weight, all "conditions caused by my 
own bad habits." 

. The reader is taken along through Liz's day-to -day 
experiences: from her very first symptoms of uncontrollable 
thirst, to her shock upon learning of her serious conditions 
finding the needed information, and finally her triumph of 
control. She generously shares it all in depth with the read
er. Written in the first person, the book is an easy and prac
tical read for those who may have loved ones who already 
have been diagnosed with Type 2 Diabetes, to those who 

SAVE THE DATE: 

''stoctade Secret garden CJ'our" 

Friday, June 25 
Saturday, June 26 

••~•• COMMONWEALTH financial network 

Carolina Minetto lazza.ri, CFP,-EA, AI? 
Financial Advisor 

650 Franklin Sncet, Suite 204, Schenectady, NY 12305 
Td (518) 346-2726 • Toll-Free (888) 301-3644 
Fax(518)346-2748 

pla.n@caroliaalazzari.com • www.carolinalazuri.com 
Securities and Advisory Services offered through 
Commonwealth Rnancial Network..•Member FINRNSIPC. 
a Regi~tered Investment Adviser. 
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may be unaware of this serious illness. Liz delivers her 
information in a kind and humorous style that endears the 
reader. 

Each chapter begins with an inspirational quote by 
a well-known person, like the one that starts this article. Her 
chapter headings include: "One More Diagnosed Diabetic·" 
"Diabetes Education;" "More About Diet;" "Reaping th~ 
Rewards;" "Dealing with Stress;" "Refining the Eating Plan·" 
"The What, When and Where of the Diet;" and "Shopping 
and ~-ooking." These last two chapters contain meal plans, 
spec1f1c products to buy and delicious sounding recipes like 
Roast Leg of Lamb with Mint Sauce and Roasted Sweet 
Po~atoes or Yams; Salmon with Basmati Rice, Garlic, 
Onions and Mushrooms; Whole Wheat Rotini, Cheese & 
Spinach Bake; and Blueberry Buckwheat Pancakes. 

In 2009, she gave talks in this local area and was 
then invited to give book signings in two cities in England 
last November. On March 20th, she travelled to Connecticut 
for a reception, talk and book signing at Burgundy Books. 
Upcoming events are scheduled for Syracuse and Albany. 
. ~oin her in her celebration by attending a book sign
ing on Fnday, April 30, 6pm at Studio 232, 232 Union Street 
hosted by Diane DeMeo. This is just one of the many 
Wellness Programs to be coming to Studio 232. 

~~ 
<Diane C. (J)e'M.eo 
<Pcrso11af Image 1Desi911cr 

Hair • Make-Up • Reiki 

232 ·Unum St., Scficnccuufy, •11·-:Y 

(518} 372-0642 

Schenectady County 
Community College 

.... ,.E-c 
~ \"' "./' . 
~ :«.!.. ~ Sprmg 201 O Open House 
y ~~:: v Wednesday, April 21, 201 o 
V) •-n ~dt -.. • • 3.30 p.m. - 6.00 p.m. 
COUNTY 

,, l 

518-381 - 1 200 www.sunysccc.edu 



• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
• 

• • • • • • • • Carol DeLaMarter, Secretary • • • 
• 
• • Neighborhood News Stockade website: www.historicstockade.com. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
March 2, 2010 Stockade Association 

Board meeting actions 
• Karen Mallia, Treasurer reported on balances in primary 
checking account and Smith Barney. Stockade Association 
received proceeds of grant from City of Schenectady for 
2009 Walkabout for $1,280. One large expense was paid 
for brackets for historic street signs, $4,455. 
• Historic Preservation and Zoning - At the request of city 
Gloria Kishton chair has prepared a list of ten problem prop
erties and submitted. 
• Infrastructure Maintenance - Robert Woods presented 
progress report on Sidewalk Design Guidelines for Stockade 
Historic District. 
• Membership - George Marshall reported 185 members to 
date with hope of reaching 200 by April 1. 
• Events Committee reports 2010 Walkabout will be held on 
Saturday, September 25th. Carol DeLaMarter, Gloria 
Kishton and Lyn Gordon will share chair responsibilities. 
Secret Garden Tour will be held Friday, June 25th and 
Saturday, June 26th. Rob Gavel has secured several spon
sors and donation of in-kind services. Committee chairs are 
needed. Contact Rob Gavel who is event chair. 
• Board elected Cathy Boese of Ingersoll Ave. Corresponding 
Secretary to fill unexpired term of Greg Sauer who resigned 
in January. Nominating Committee reports the following 
positions are up for re-election May Annual meeting -
Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, and four 
Directors. Diane DeMeo, chair, will identify new Nominating 
Committee members to be voted on at March General 
Meeting. A slate of officers and directors will be identified by 

t••·:·············· ... , 
: cdrbP SUPERMARKET --~-SJ""'] ~ • 
• Niskayuna-Noll St. al BalllO\\D Rd.• 374-1362 

• Where People Get Together 
• Almost 65 Years Servino Our Community 

• • • 
• You Do Not eed To Be A Member To Shop 

For A Complete Li.sting Of Weekly Specials: 
• See Our Ad in Each Monday Gazeue 

• • Go to our web sile http://Niska)unaCo-op.com 
~ • Thru weekly e-mail -Join on our web site 

••••••••••••••••••• 
Mary D'Alessandro 
A.~1a1e Broke, 
rndalessandro@puden11a1maoor.carn 

cf} Prudential 
Menor Homes, REALTORS• 
233 ITrQ'f Schenect .oy Ra 
Nrskar,Jla NY 1m 
Oihce 518 388-9111 Ex1 G 
Fa~ 518 Jn-1986 Ce!l 518334-36117 
GI .._ultimbf'l-nl---d~Alol u:aa 
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• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
new Committee for vote at May Annual meeting. 
• Future Planning Committee - This group of six met and 
developed list of short and long term projects suitable of 
support by Stockade Association. List presented by Gloria 
Kishton will be discussed at March General Meeting. List of 
ideas includes-restore base of Lawrence the Indian 
archiving older Stockade Spy newsletter by scanning and 
placing on website for public use, budget additional funds 
for preservation, purchase additional garbage cans, hire 
professional to identify and prepare document on the vari
ous architectural styles in the Stockade, expand incentives 
for additional property improvements by homeowners. Two 
long term projects involve period lighting and turnarounds. 
• Board voted to accept Historic Quarter Cultural League 
as a sub-committee of the Stockade Association for cultural 
and social events within the Stockade Neighborhood. 

A Restaurant, Banquet Facility, and Inn in th,~ Historic Schenectady Stockade 

---~ __.The•••••• 
Stockade 

................ Inn_ 
Fine Food and Service in an Historic Settin9 

One North Church Street 

Schenectady, New York 12305 

(518) 346-3400 

(518) 346-3393 (fax) 

TlieOpenDoo 
Bookstore & Gift G 
A Locally-Owned Independent 

Bookstore Since 1971 

118 JAY STREET· SCHENECTADY 
(5 l8) 346-2719 

· Brokers 
-~---••■;W!I BARBARA A. WALTO 

974 AulANY SHAKER ROAD 

LA1HAM, NY 12110 

Brok~r/O...,·n~r 

DrREcr: 518.527.5800 
fax: 518.393.2213 

EMAIL: lxubarn@brokersne1worlcreales1ate.rom 
Wusm.: www, brokcr<;networkrcalestate.com 



Some Ways To Be a Helpful Neighbor 
- Valerie Mapstone Ackerman 

Sen. Schumer recently cited Schenectady County 
as having the highest per capita rate of domestic abuse 
outside of NYC 
(http: www. ti mes union .com/ AS PStories/story. 
asp?StorylD=862376.) The most recent high-profile case of 
domestic violence in the Stockade, which included the kill
ing and maiming of three dogs, leaves little doubt that hor
rifying abuse happens here. 

As neighbors there are some ways we can be help
ful to a victim of abuse. 
1. Learn facts about domestic violence (DV) rather than 
relying on rumors and misinformation. Dozens of good on
line resources are available. Stop by the YWCA at 44 
Washington and ask for an informational brochure. They"II 
happily help you. 
2. Call the police if you hear abusive language coming 
from ANYONE'S dwelling. If you hear or see a physical 
fight, call 911. If animals are being abused, call 911. If you 
are a victim of abuse, call 911. The Schenectady Police 
Department (SPD) takes DV seriously, resulting in a high 
statistical rate of reporting DV. Other departments emulate 
the SPD's handling of DV. They may not be perfect, but they 
are well-trained and follow a Pro-Arrest policy which often 
makes the police the official complainant, not the victim, 
thereby increasing victim safety. 

3. Believe the victim if she* tells you she is abused. Not 
all abuse is physical and not all injuries are visible. 
Most skilled abusers take care to wound their partners in 
ways that can be hidden. In the state of NY strangulation 
attacks typically are not considered crimes because the 
injuries are often internal and hard to document by police 

PINHEAD SUSAN'S ij) 
38-40 North Broadway (JA 

Schenectady, NY 12305 ~ 
(518) 346-6431 

Now Open on Sundays 12-8 -
Live entertainment on weekends 

Dilling from 11 :00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m. Monday• Friday 
11:00 p.m. • 10:00 p.m. Saturday- Closed Sunday 

Spirits served until closing 

Brokers 
518.221.6906 

ALICE S. RUBENFELD, BROKER 

Responsibility, Accountability & Follow Through 
You DESERVE the best ... 

www.brokersnetworkrealestate.com 
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personnel. Currently NY law is based on proof of injury, not 
on the actions of the attacker. Legislation was recently intro
duced to make any strangulation attack a felony under NY 
law. Help pass the law! 
4. Be willing to accept a role in your friend or neighbor's 
safety plan. Abused women need allies. She can create a 
code word that alerts friends to call the police. The YWCA 
maintains a shelter at an undisclosed location and has a 
24-hour hotline anyone can call for assistance: 374-3386. 
The YWCA counselors provide free services to women and 
children victimized by abuse. 
5. Never give up on her. Women stay in relationships in 
which they are abused for many reasons. Paradoxically, 
staying keeps them safer. Most abused women have been 
repeatedly psychologically tortured and made to believe 
their abuser has total control over their lives. She believes 
she can't trust anyone. She believes him when he says he 
will kill her (or her children or her relatives or her animal 
companions) if she leaves. Most deaths and severe attacks 
happen AFTER the woman has left the abuser. Is it any 
wonder "she keeps going back?" 

* Note: between 80-95% (depending on the study cited) of 
reported abuse is male to female abuse; same sex abuse 
happens at a rate similar to male-female abuse. 

Stockade resident Rev. Valerie Mapstone Ackerman, 
MSW, MDiv is the Schenectady County Coordinator for the 
Domestic Abuse Response Team & the Coordinated 
Community Response to Domestic Violence. She is 
employed by the YWCA NENY. You can reach her at the 
Police Department: 382-5200 ext. 5615. 

"Your Office Away From Home" 

www.eoplesete.net 

Copies/ Fax 
FedEx/UPS 

Color Copies 
Digital to Paper 
Office Supplies 

Ph: 382-2663 
pareelpostplus@yahoo.eom 

fflw W»zgkli j£1/tden P/Jed S' P/Jualtj!ad 
t0ig,i;,u'tt .<!/Jolwi . .J,,wi,keep0t
(s1s) 630-6760 

www.011{/lu;/1{/aufen,6wnd6.w11t 

205 CilJ,,.;,(YJi .%.ed 
!RIU'Atecuu/1Jf, .AJ 12065 

.9le.dua:,rl UtUA ,oi [/Jtoolaule .<Jleoir.le11,l; /4 



Making Plans for Some 
Outside Repairs & Painting? 

If you are planning outside repairs and painting, 
including those that are identical to what was there 
before, you may need to file an application. Any repairs, 
painting, or sidewalk replacement seen from the public right 
of way must have approval from the Schenectady Historic 
Commission. Applications, full deadline and meeting sched
ule, and further information are available from Jesmarie Soto, 
Economic Development Programs Coordinator, Department 
of Development, Room 14, 105 Jay Street, City Hall, 
Schenectady, 12305. Phone: 382-5147; fax: 382-5275; email: 
Jsoto@schenectadyny.govwww.sgedz.org. Fees for Historic 
Commission applications are $40 for residential applications 
and $20 for commercial applications. Meetings in City Hall, 
Room 209, at 7pm. 

Application Deadline Meeting Date 

April 5 
May3 
May 24 
June 7 
July 5 
August 2 
September 6 
October 4 
November 1 
December 6 

April 19 
May 17 
June 7 
June 21 
July 19 
August 16 
September 20 
October 18 
November 15 
December 20 

Sprino Cfeanino??? 
If you have furniture or household items to give 

away, the Schenectady Home Furnishings Program (FP) has 
been accepting and giving away useable items for 41 years. 

A mostly volunteer-run program, HFP diverts tons of 
useable household goods from the landfill every year. 
We pick furniture up from your home and give to a household 
in need: people who are starting over after they have been 
burned out, must leave their home to escape domestic abuse, 
are returning home after a medical crisis, etc. 

You get a tax deduction and the satisfaction of knowing 
someone else will enjoy your cast-offs. 

You may call the HFP office Monday-Thursday from 
10-2 to arrange for pick-up by our volunteers - or to arrange a 
time to drop things off at the warehouse which is tucked away 
near Garofolo's Meats on North Center Street. 

Home Furnishings office: 346-2444 
email: homefurninc@aol.com fax 346-2446 

Valerie Mapstone Ackerman 
Board President, Home Furnishings Program 

Arthur's Market 
corner of Ferry & Front Streets 344-7466 
Spring Hours: 

Mon. - Fri. 
Sat. & Sun. 

11 am - 4:30pm 
7am - noon 
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There's $$$$ to Help With 
Your Sidewalks and Painting 
The Stockade Association has a Sidewalk and Painting 
Incentive Program for Stockade residents. Monies area 
available on a first come first serve basis to help you 
with your exterior home improvements. Connie Colangelo 
has applications; call for more information at 374-7355. 

Sidewalk Incentive: $300 maximum per prop
erty owner is available, limited to 20% of incurred cost 
with a per square yard incentive cap of $30. Slate, brick, 
or approximately tinted concrete only. No blacktop. 
Approval by the Historic District Commission is required. 
See article to left. 

Painting Incentive: $150 maximum per prop
erty owner is available to help defray costs for painting 
building exteriors readily visible from the public way, 
using colors approved by the Historic District Commission. 
See article to left. 

• Painting 
• Remodeling 
• Plumbing 
• Roofing 

ARTUR WACHALA 
PAINTING & CONSTRUCTION 

FREE ESTIMATES 
FULLY INSURED 

557 Plummer Rd. 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020 • Masonry 

• Plowing Home: (518) 309-4402 • Cell: (518) 256-2514 

Schedule 
aFREE 

Consultation 
518.372.2827 

TRUSTS 
WILLS 

ESTATES 
REALESTATE 

FAMOUS FOR SANDWICHES SINCE 1974 
127 SOUTH FERRY STREET 

SCHENECTADY, N.Y. 12305 
(518) 370-0026 

BARBARA & MICHAEL NAUMOFF 
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Sim Farm• 

Fresh Cut Steaks and Veal 
Fresh Seafood & Pasta 

Homemocle breod, Soups & Oes>erts Every Dery 

116 Well Lit Convenient Partcing Spaces 

Loceled Oft Exit 6, l-890. Comer o! Duane & CTa;g SI 
134 Duane A,,,..Sc:henectad)" 

• Sl)OCMJlly Sonclwtho~ 

• Courmo1 Coffoo - Oonn$ 
• Cnppu«no. LOltt. E&pro,;oo 

•FuUSorvcoOO< 

• Co7y. l'lrldoco k,ungo 

• Liva moo C T11ut11dll)' nigh .. 

154 Joy Street 518.382.9277 

oviding lnsuranoe and fin8frial Simices 

Home Offioe. 81oomiogtoo, lllinoi~61710 

Steve Becker ChFC CLU CPCU, Agent 
4017 C State Street 
Schenectady.NY 12304-4278 
Bus5183n156t Fax5183721060 
sle\le.becker~sk4Csta1afarm,c001 
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THE 
GAZETTE 

For all of 
your local news. 

Home Delivery: 395-3060 
Electronic Deliver : www.dail azette.com 

Fint Reformed Chu nh 
B North Chmch Street in the Stockade 

Sunday Worship, 10am 

Sunday Church School, 10:20am 

S1 . .mday VesperS, 5pm 

An open congregation. 518-377-2201 www.lstreformed.com 

123 L.ok<'hill Road 
8um, Mill•, NY 12017 
www.pt,1rd1fU]ry.~om 

CHRJS GAl.VfN 
l.kcnud Real Estaatc Salcspc:non 

PURDY REALTY LLC 

OJl'- lSIS) JIM-1117 
F.,., (SISI »-i--09S7 

Cell: (SIS) 8711-1089 
E-nuil: Chr"l'lvi11QjUJW>..<Om 

If)i5'toric $'It. @eornc's cir(Jurc(J 
(Episcopal) 

JO Noni, Ferry Street 
Sche11ectady, M.'lv York 12305 

~nday Worship: 8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer 
9:00 a.m. Parish Mass 

I 0:00 a.m. ColT1.-e Hour & Fellowship 

Phone: (S 18} 374-3163 
Visit us on our Web Site: stgcorgc~c:hcncctady.org 

SCHENECTADY CIVIC PLAYERS 
2009-2010 Season 

Rebecca 
Oct 16-18 & 21.25 

Little Women (The Musical) 
Dec 4-6 & 9-13 

Beau Jest 
Jan 29-31 & Feb 3-7 

An Ideal Husband 
March 19-21 & 24-28 

You Can't Take It With You 
May?-9&12-16 

Reservations (518) 382-2081 • www.civicplayers.org 



Window Watcher Training 
Window Watcher Training conducted by Neighborhood 

Watch is scheduled for Saturday, April 24, 10-11 :30pm and 
Tuesday, April 27, 7-8:30pm at St. George's. Neighbors con
cerned about safety can learn observation and reporting meth
ods to be sure that potential crimes are identified and reported. 
Sign-up suggested so we can plan of coffee and refreshments. 
Please send note to Carol at cdelam6533@aol.com if you want 
to sign-up or speak to a member of the Neighborhood Watch. 

First Family Frolic 
Sunday, April 18, 12 noon 

Chief Seattle says: "We do not inherit the earth from our 
ancestors. We borrow it from our children." 

Members of the First Reformed Church will be 
walking to Riverside Park to pick up trash to celebrate 
Earth Day. All neighbors are welcome to join them. Bags 
will be provided. 

From the First Reformed Church bulletin: 

#:I_ IN TIRES' 

FAMILY fft TIRE & AUTO 
SERVICE CENTERS 

Bill C'il.OCK 
O\','>ER 

7 • 2 STATE STRf.ET 
SCHENE<:TAO'V, 1-.Y l2307 

PHO~E 374 :.321:> 
v.·NN f,1m;1ywo,com 

Joseph Fm,a 
l 11:en.ed Sal~ 

ReaftyUSA-TT,~ IJ"11 In Tha Broi,,e,, 

Office: SIS-370-3170 
Fa.i:, Si8-370-S797 Cell: 518-423-7456 

\/Mail; StS-370-0996 Est.140 
~Ma.ti: JFaya@'_,Real1yU A.com 
(:(Mail: Jt'l-'a•'ll{ii'c-onctnlrk.ntl 

480 821110,,'I\ Rd~ Sdi.cnttlltd); NY llliM 

::k:, tloRTHWIND 
REFRIGERATION & APPLIANCE SERVICE 

All r,1aIor AooI1ances 
Serviced · Repaired • RebuIII 

ReconaI1Ioned Appliances for Sale 

FAS'I' 
SERVICE 

· Air Conditioning · Refrigerators - Freezers · Gas Hot Air 
· Ranges & Ovens · Washers/Dryers · Dishwashers Furnaces, Broilers 

Gas Or Electric App/lance 
Experienced Professional Service 
Commercial 29 N.Collere St.,Sch' dy 

Accounts Welcome 374-7102 

FIRST PREsBYTERIAN CHURCH, PCA 
209 Union Street 
Schenectady, NY 12305 
(in the historic Stockade District) 

Sunday Worship 
8: I 5 A.M. Contemporary 

11 :00 A.M. Traditional 
6:00 P.M. Informal 

(7:00 P.M. in July & August) 

Wednesdil.Y Evcnine 
6:00 Family Dinner (Sept.-May) 
7:00 Prayer Meeting 

Youth groups 

Phone: 518-374-4546 
Fax: 518-374-2505 
Email: fpcsrrnin@nycap.rr.com 
Website: www.Istpreschurch.org 
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"This is an opportunity for all to help clean a small piece 
of God's world so that others who follow us may enjoy the 
beauty of their surroundings a little more. 

Organ and Brass Concert 
Sunday April 11th 6pm 

First Presbyterian Church (209 Union Street) will 
host a festival concert for organ, brass and percussion at 
6:00pm on Sunday evening April 11. Organist will be the 
church's senior pastor, Dr. Lawrence C. Roff, at the church's 
four manual Casavant pipe organ. There is no admission 
fee, but an offering will be received. 

He will be joined by a six-member and percussion 
ensemble in a program of "heroic" music by such composers 
as Widor, Karg-Elert, Jongen, and Rimsky-Korsakov. This 
concert will be one of several this year celebrating not only 
the church's 250th anniversary, but also the 45th anniver
sary of the church's organist/choir director, Mrs. Elinore 
Farnum. 

Dr. Roff holds degrees in organ performance as well 
as in theology, church history, and hymnody. He is a former 
seminary professor and published author. He came to First 
Presbyterian Church as the new senior pastor this past sum
mer, having previously served churches in Ohio, New 
Jersey, and South Florida. 



In and.Jlround tlie Stock,ade 
St. George's Lent, Holy Week and Easter 

Program 30 N. Ferry St. 374-3163 
Special Stockade Association Meeting 

to Discuss Proposed Dock 
Thursday, April 22, 7pm All Neighbors Welcome 
First Reformed Church (see articles on pages 2 & 3) 

Palm Sunday, March 28 8:30am morning prayer 
9am Solemn Mass and Palm Procession 
6pm Evening Prayer and Meditation 

Stockade Association General Meeting 
Thursday, May 13 7pm Social 7:30 meeting 

First Reformed Church 

Holy Week 
Monday, March 29 7pm Mass & Devotional Address 
Tuesday, March 30 
6pm the Chrism Mass at The Cathedral 

Moon and River Cafe 382-1938 
115 South Ferry Street 9am-11 pm 7 days 

Cozy Neighborhood Place 

Wednesday, March 31 8:30am Daily Morning Prayer 
9am Mass & Devotional Address 5pm Daily Evening 
Prayer 

April Events Maudy Thursday, April 1 
7:30pm The Mass of the Last Supper 

Thurs. 4/1 8pm Cosby & Tom - Folk with Fiddle 
Tue. 4/6 8pm String dusters - bluegrass 
Wed. 4/7 8pm Moon & River Jazz Band 
Fri. 4/9 8 pm John & Eric - fingerstyle guitars 
Sun. 4/1 12-4pm Spiritual Readings by Cynthia $5 
Mon. 4/1 27-9pm Ukulele Nite - all welcome 
Thur. 4/15 8pm Running The River - folk & Irish band 
Fri. 4/16 8pm dazzling entertainer Don Hyman 

Good Friday, April 2 8:30am Morning Prayer and Litany 
12: 15pm The Solemn Liturgy of the Passion and Death of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ with the Veneration of the Cross 
7:30pm Great Easter Vigil followed by the Easter Feast. 
Easter Day, Sunday, April 4 8:30am Morning Prayer 
9am The Solemn High Mass of Easter Day 
6pm Solemn Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 

Open Door Bookstore 
128 Jay St, Schenectady 346-2719 

Events for April 
• Sat .. April 10 1-2:30 Gerald Synder & Robert von Hasseln 
sign "Amsterdam" (Postcard History Series) 
• Sun .. April 25 12-1 :30 "Bloody Mohawk: French & Indian War 
& American Revolution on New York's Frontier'' signing by 
Richard Berleth 
The Open Door Bookstore in Schenectady is happy to 
announce the reopening of its gay and lesbian section of fiction, 
non-fiction, and current publications. Come in and browse! 

Schenectady County Community College 
78 Washington Ave. 381-1250 www.sunysccc.edu 

April Events 
• The SCCC Foundation presents Food for Thought and All 
That JazzTues., April 6 5:30pm SCCC Campus features the 
talents of students in two nationally-accredited programs: Music 
and Culinary Arts. Sell-out event begins with a champagne 
welcome, mini-jazz concert, cocktails and gourmet meal. 
Tickets $175-Honorary, $125-General, $75 Alumni. Call 381-
1323 for tickets. 
• The Empire Jazz Orchestra, Jazz Masters featuring Vince 
DiMartino, trumpet, Tues., April 13 8pm, Taylor Auditorium. 
Tickets $15 general; $6 students. 381-1231. 
• Musicians of Ma'alwyck- preview performance, "From the 
Pleasure Gardens to the Music Salons," Thurs., April 22, 
11 :30am, Taylor Auditorium. Free. Music by Hummel, Schubert, 
Abel and Giornovichi. 
• Musicians of Ma'alwyck Dinner, Wine Tasting and Performance, 
"From the Pleasure Gardens to the Music Salons," Clarinet 
& strings. Mon., April 26, 6pm, Van Curler Room, Elston Hall. 
For Tickets $55, call 377-3623. 
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First Reformed Church of Schenectady 
8 North Church 377-2201 www.1 streformed 

Holy Week Schedule 
3/28 Palm Sunday, 10am 
3/28 Organ Vespers, 5pm 
4/1 Maunday, Thursday, 7:30pm 
4/2 Good Friday, 12 noon 
4/4 Easter 1 0am 
4/4 Jazz Vespers, 5pm 

Schenectady County Historical Society 
32 Washington Ave. 374-0263 
Mon.-Fri. 1-5pm Sat. 1-2pm 

Saturday, April 10 Annual Meeting & Program 
"Architectural Styles in Schenectady" 

by Robert Petito, architect, and Frank Taormina, historian 
and photographer. Exploration of Schenectady's distinc
tive neighborhoods and the architectural styles that dis
tinguish them, how and where architecture affected peo
ple's ideas about the kinds of houses they wanted to live 
in, all reflecting the changing times and needs. 
1 :30 Refreshments 2pm Business 2: 15pm Program 

Civic Players to present A.A. Gurney's 
"Ancestral Voices" 

Joe Fava will direct a free reading on Sunday, April 11 
at 2:30pm at Schenectady Civic Players, 12 S. Church 
St. in the Stockade. Veteran performers will include 
Joanne Westervelt, Richard Harte, Cristine Loffredo, 
Robert Hegeman, and Jason Biszik. 

www.civicplayers.org. 



Stockade 
Association 

Officers & 
Directors 
2009-2010 

President 
Lyn Gordon 

10 N. Church Street 
370-4324 

Vice President 
Mary D'Alessandro 

7 Washington 
Avenue 

382-0157 

Treasurer 
Karen Mallia 

9 Washington 
Avenue 

280-9241 

Recording Sec. 
Carol DeLaMarter 

8 Washington 
Avenue 

393-4725 

Corresponding Sec. 
Cathy Boese 

32 Ingersoll Avenue 
372-8301 

Directors 
Diane DeMeo 

232 Union Street 
372-0642 

Beverly Elander 
227 Green Street 

346-8889 

Gloria Kishton 
207 Union Street 

377-1160 

George Marshall 
48 Washington 

Avenue 
381-8856 

Neil Eklund 
237 Green St. 

387-5499 

Thank you! The following 28 businesses have paid for advertising for the 
entire year. We thank them for their commitment to The Spy and the community. 
Please support them by your patronage. 

. First Presbyterian Church 
Allee Rubenfeld, Brokers Network First Reformed Church 
Ambition Coffee House and Eatery Joe Fava, Realty USA 
B~r~ara Walton, Brok~rs Network Mary D'Alessandro, Prudential Manor Homes 
Brigitta Strelka, Veronica Lynch Northwind Service 
Chris Galvin, Purdy Realty LLC Open Door Bookstore and Gift Gallery 
Co-op Supermarket Parcel Post Plus 
Daily Gazette Petta's 
Daniel C. Ertel CPA, P.C. Pinhead Susan's Irish Pub 
The English Garden Bed & Breakfast 
Family Tire and Auto Service Centers 

Didn't Get a Spy? 
You can usually pick up a copy of the 
Stockade Spy at: Arthur's Market at the 
Indian; The Stockade Inn, corner of N. 
Church and Union Streets; Slick's, cor
ner of S. Ferry and Liberty Streets and 
The Van Dyck at 237 Union Street. 

Please report any wrongdoings 
to the police immediately. 

Important Numbers 
•Emergency 911 
Non-emergencies 382-5263, 

382-5264 
•Stockade Neighborhood 

Watch Officers -
DAY - Lt. T. Stickney 
tstickney@schenectadypd.com 
NIGHT - Eric Gandrow 
egand row@schenectadypd.com 
call non-emergency # and 
request them 
•Police Emergency 382-5200 

•Trash Not Picked up 
Solid waste - 386-2225 
hotline 382-5144 
Code Enforcement -382-5050 
Waste Collection Schedule & 
Recyling 382-5144 7:30-4 
Domestic Violence 

24 hour hotline 374-3386 
Animal Control Voicemail 
382-5200 ext. 5655 

St. George's Episcopal Church 
Schenectady Civic Players 
Schenectady County Community College 
Schenectady Greenmarket 
Steve Becker, State Farm 
Stockade Inn 
Studio 232 
The Van Dyck Restaurant & Lounge 
Witecki Law Offices 

Please Be A Good Neighbor: 
For safety, keep your front and back 

porch lights on. 
• Avoid honking car horns. 
• Do not park on sidewalks. 
• Put trash out only at appropriate times 

(Please tell new neighbors to check back 
page of The Spy for trash pick-up dates) 

• Remove emptied trash cantainers ASAP 
• Help frail neighbors clean their front yards 
• Pick up dog poops (in plastic bags) 

The Stockade 
Spy 

Editor 
Sylvie Briber 377-0469 
23 Washington Avenue 

Staff 
Diane Buckley 
Catherine de Salle 
Beverly Elander 
Gerald Plante 
Chris Waldron 

Consultant/Techie 
Bob Briber 

Finance 

Printed by 

Parcel Post Plus 

computer wiz 

Jay Russ 

Published monthly 
September to May 

Deadline for entries 
is the 15th of 

the previous month. 

Founded in 1961 

Founder 
James D. J. Schmitt 

April Waste Collection Dates Janie Hayner 374-6216 
6 Front Street 

All Mondays - April 5 12 19 26 
Waste Collection starts at 6:15 AM. Please put waste on 
the curb only after 2 PM the day before. To help keep our 
neighborhood beautiful, please remove trash cans ASAP 
from the street when emptied. 

• • • • • • • • 
MaySpy 

• Deadline Apr. 15 • 
• • • • • • • • 

Designer 
Werner L. Feibes 

First Editor 
Barrie C. Covert 



St. George's Episcopal Church has a beautiful example of restored cast iron fencing and gates. 
An interesting fact is that in 1881 a wild stag crossed the frozen Mohawk River. It was chased by dogs in the Stockade 
and ot its antlers tan led in the fence before being released. 

Gate hardware whether hand forged or reproduction is 
used for the benefit of aesthetics in order to promote the 
dwelling or building. 

Wooden gates that enclose a shared alley generally line up with the facade of the most 
forward building and seek to compliment the more predominantly placed building. 

This picture shows wrought iron fencing which I believe is 
from about 1885 and it is a decorative work of art. It 
adorns the Charles Ellis Mansion on Union St. 

Some fencing from the past remains and some is long gone. The old 
Schenectady jail on Union Street was enclosed by an ordinary board 
fence and gates beginning in 1833. That of course is gone now. Iron 
fencing was put around the Ferry Street water works originally in the 
1870's but there is now newly installed aluminum fencing. 

This c.1855 photo of Pop Stickle's store at the 
corner of N. Ferry and Union shows the board 
fence at the right connecting to 205 Union St. 

Today Swett and Swett Welding has pro
duced fine replications of some early 
wrought iron gates and fencing as well as 
decorative iron work in our neighborhood. 

There is so much to appreciate in the Stockade. Many home owners have put forth a great effort in 
restoring and preserving their homes as well as their yards, fences, gates and so forth. Take time to 
notice and appreciate the many hours and hard work our neighbors have invested. Thank you for what 
you have added and please make sure to thank anyone who has added to your enjoyment. 
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