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Exciting News at YWCA NorthEastern 
New York on Washington Avenue! 

 

 
YWCA NorthEastern New York, located in the historic Stock-
ade district of Schenectady New York, is working in partner-
ship with Xenolith Partners LLC, a NYC-certified Woman-
owned Business Enterprise (“WBE”) that specializes in af-
fordable housing and mixed-use housing development, to 
determine the feasibility of constructing a new building at the 
rear of 44 Washington Avenue. Stracher Roth Gilmore Archi-
tects and Magnusson Architecture and Planning are assisting 
with the design. The goal is to create new studio units for the 
existing clients to improve living conditions as well as modern 
programming spaces that better meet the needs of YWCA 
NENY today, including an expansion of its award-winning 
Early Learning center, contemporary case management 
spaces, and possibly a community facility that could include 
fitness equipment and classes, as well as flex space for pub-
lic meetings, arts, and cultural events. 
  

The development will generate 

new streams of capital to pro-

vide long-term financial stabil-

ity to YWCA NENY and pre-

serve the organization’s 130 + 

year legacy on this beautiful 

campus. Once construction is 

complete at the new building, 

the current tenants will be able 

to move in order to allow for 

the historic adaptive reuse of 

the 44 Washington Avenue 

main building, which will entail 

the conversion of the Single 

Room Occupancy (SRO) units 

into mixed-income apartments 

available to the public. 

$$$  Financial Incentives for   $$$ 

Historic Property Improvements 
 

 

The Stockade Association and 
Schenectady Heritage Founda-
tion announce their 2019 historic 
preservation incentive pro-
grams. The Stockade Associa-
tion program applies to proper-
ties in the Stockade Historic Dis-
trict, while the Schenectady 
Heritage Foundation incentives 
are available to properties within 
Schenectady County’s historic 
districts or those listed on the 
National Register. 
 

The Stockade Association incentives include the follow-
ing areas: Facade painting and the repair of existing side-
walks, historic iron railings and historic glass. Available to 
property owners who are members of the Stockade Asso-
ciation, the incentives are in the form of a matching grant 
with a limit of $500 for each of the above categories. Appli-

cations must be submitted by June 1, 2019, and work must 
be completed by September 30, 2019. Applications are re-
viewed by a designated Stockade Association representa-
tive who will communicate with the applicant. When the pro-
ject is completed, the Incentive Committee will pass on all 
information and documentation to the Stockade Association 
board who will make the final determination of the incentive 
grant approval. 
  

The application for the Stockade Association incentives and 
further details can be found at our web site: historicstock-
ade.com. 
 

Schenectady Heritage Foundation is offering incentive 
grants for restoring brownstone masonry, and wooden front 
doors. 

Continued on Page 3 

General Membership Meeting, Thursday, March 21, 7:00PM. All neighbors invited! St. George’s Great Hall. 
Parking lot and entrance on Green Street. See page 2.  Next meeting: May 16, Annual Meeting. 
Stockade Association Board Meeting, Wednesday, March 6, 7pm, at First Reformed Church Mohawk 
House, 10 N. Church St.  
Sidewalk Sale: May 18, rain date, May 19. 
Walkabout 2019 Saturday, September 28.  

Damaged stoop & sidewalk 
located in the Stockade. 

Historic photo of the YWCA. 

- Gloria Kishton & Bob Lemmerman - Kim Siciliano, Executive Director 

Continued on Page 3 



It's March already (almost) and I'm impatient for longer days 
and a bit more sunshine.  Over the last month I have real-
ized a lot of patience will be needed here as we struggle with 
continuing gas line work and unexpected disruptions in get-
ting around the 'hood.  Here's hoping paving season will 
come soon to Union, Washington and Church and neighbors 
can imagine improved sidewalks and getting around. 
 

While you're waiting for spring to come, take a walk down to 
the river.  Perhaps you'll be lucky enough to see the bald 
eagle pairs hanging out. 

Have You Renewed Your  
Stockade Association Membership? 

 

Stockade Association membership renewals are effective 
October 1, each year. Effective October 1, 2018 to Septem-

ber 30, 2019, an up-to-date membership is required to be 

eligible for painting and sidewalk incentives and to vote 

on decisions that come before the general membership 

in March and May. 
 

To renew your membership if needed, refer to historicstock-
ade.com to complete renewal online.  You can also complete 
the membership form below and mail the check to 32 Wash-
ington Ave., Schenectady.  Include preferred email address in 
order to receive timely notices on all Stockade business. 
 

An updated membership list will be printed in the April 
Spy.  Be sure to renew by March 15. 

~ Tidings ~ 
Congratulations to Jessie Malecki of North Street on her 
95

th
 birthday! She has lived on North Street all her life and 

what stories she can tell! 

FOR STOCKADE SAFETY – KEEP YOUR FRONT AND BACK PORCH LIGHTS ON FOR SAFETY AND NIGHTTIME WALKERS. 

Stockade Association March General Membership Meeting 
 

Who:  All neighbors welcome. 

Where:  St. George's Episcopal Church, Great Hall, N. Ferry St. (Parking lot on Green St) 

When:  Thursday, March 21, 2019, 7pm. 
 
 

7pm Guest, Kim Siciliano, Executive Director, YWCA NorthEastern NY, Improving and Expanding Housing Options at 44 
Washington Ave. Schenectady. 
 

Welcome to new neighbors.  Open Forum for any neighbor to say something positive or make announcements about "stuff" 
that impacts the Stockade neighborhood. 
 

8pm-Business meeting, update on April Special meeting on Stockade Streetscape, update from City Hall. 
 

This meeting is always a good time to come and introduce yourself and to hear all that's going on in the Historic Stockade. 

President's Column - Carol DeLaMarter 

CUT HERE--•••--------••---•----•-•••-•••---•-•---••-••••---------••-----------•-•••---•------•--•••--•---
STOCKADE ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP FORM: October 1 2018 - September 30, 2019 

Founded in 1957, the purpose of The Association is 
the Preservation, Protection,and Improvement of the Stockade Historic District. 

Regular Membership: Upon the payment of dues, voting membership is available to any individual owning 
property, renting, or owning a business entity within the Stockade Historic District 

Affiliate Membership: Upon the payment of dues, any individual or organization not eligible for regular 
membership is eligible to become a non-voting affiliate member designated as a 'Friend of The Stockade." 

Dues: Individual - $20; Household - $25; Business owner - $25; Affiliate - $15. 
Join now to enjoy 

benefits all year long! Individual Hous hold Affiliate 

Non-resident Stockade prop rty owner(s) 

One designated representative of a Stockade business entity 

Name(s) 

Address 

Phone 

Emails 

Join on line at: 
www.historic stockade.com 

Date 

he Stockade Spy is distributed free to the neighborhood monthly and mailed to non-resident members and " riends." 
Please make checks payable to: The Stoc ade Association 
M ii to: Stockad Associ tion Tre ur r, 32 Washington Ave., Suit 100, Schan ct dy, NY 12305 
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http://historicstockade.com/
http://historicstockade.com/


Historic Property Improvements (Cont.) 
 

Collaborating with Matia Historic Restoration and Design, the 
Foundation is offering grants for the preservation of brownstone 
stoops and foundations. Owner Artur Matia is an expert crafts-
man with over 20 years experience in stone work and masonry. 
His work can be seen in the Stockade at 21 Front St., where he 
restored the ornamental brownstone facade. He has also 
worked on Proctors, Olana State Historic site, and the Cathe-
dral of All Saints in Albany. Additionally, he restores sculptures, 
stucco and ornamental plaster. 
 

The Foundation’s second in-
centive program is for front 
door repair or refinishing. Col-
laborating with Smyth Window 
Salvation & Revival, grants are 
available for front door preser-
vation. Ed Smyth is an expert 
wood worker with experience in 
repairing and restoring historic 
windows, doors and shutters. 
Ed’s motto is, “first, do no 
harm,” and his approach to 
restoration is “gentle.” An EPA 
Lead-safe certified renovator, 
Ed is a member of the Window 

Preservation Alliance. You can check out his work on his FB 
page, or attend one of his demonstrations at Historic Albany 
Foundation’s Parts Warehouse. 
 

Both SHF grants apply only to the facades of buildings and are 
“matching,” up to $1,500. Property owners will work directly 
with contractors, with funds disbursed after jobs are success-
fully completed. To participate in Schenectady Heritage Foun-
dation’s incentive grant programs and to learn more, contact 
Gloria Kishton via email at: gloria.kishton@gmail.com. Other 
details apply and the Foundation will decide on final approvals. 
(Photos by Gloria Kishton) 

Exciting News at YWCA (Cont.) 
 

YWCA NENY and Xenolith Partners LLC are in the very early 
stages of this study and are actively soliciting input from the 
surrounding community as planning progresses. We invite you 
to come hear us speak about this exciting new venture on 

March 21
st

, 2019 at the general meeting of the Stockade 

Association. 
 

In addition to this wonderful opportunity we are exploring, 

YWCA NENY has received a grant from the Dormitory Author-

ity of over $325K to renovate the Mary Hill House on our lovely 

campus. Look for renovations to begin in the Spring of 2019. 

Ed Smyth restores historic door. 

YWCA NorthEastern NY Announces the 36
th

 Annual  

2019 Women of Achievement Awards Luncheon 
 

March 29, 11:30am – 1:00pm 
 

At Mallozzi’s Ballroom, 1930 Curry Road, Schenectady 12303  
Being recognized are nine outstanding women who have dem-
onstrated extraordinary achievements in their career and/or 
community involvement. 
For tickets and info, call the Development Office: 
518-374-3394 ext. 105. 
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Niskayuna Specialty ~ 
Wines & Liquors ~ 

~ niskywines@gmail.com Anne Leonelli-Gallo 
Owner, Pres;dent t niskywine.com 

~ 2211 Nott St. 
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AGATHA CHRISTIE’S  

“AND THEN THERE WERE NONE”  
OPENS MARCH 15th  

AT SCHENECTADY CIVIC PLAYERS  
 

The fourth play of Schenectady Civic Players’ 91
st
 Season, 

And Then There Were None, by Agatha Christie and di-
rected by Brian Sheldon, opens Friday, March 15, and plays 
through Sunday, March 24 at its 12 South Church Street Play-
house in Schenectady’s  historic Stockade district. 
 

Ten strangers are summoned to a remote island. All that the 
guests have in common is a wicked past they're unwilling to 
reveal and a secret that will seal their fate. For each has been 
marked for murder. As the weather turns and the group is cut 
off from the mainland, the bloodbath begins and one by one 
they are brutally murdered in accordance with the lines of a 
sinister nursery rhyme. 
 

And Then There Were None runs Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday (March 15, 16, 17) and 20 through 24. Friday and 
Saturday curtains are at 8 pm. Wednesday and Thursday cur-
tains are at 7:30 pm., and Sundays are matinees only at 2:30 
pm.  Tickets are $20.  Order on-line at www.civicplayers.org   
Or call (518) 382-2081. 

Fabulous 

Flock of  

February 

Flamingos! 
 

Yet again we were all surprised 
by the flock of flamingos that 
came to roost and visit Law-
rence the Indian on Valentine’s 
Day! They flew away almost as 
quickly as they came.  
Hope you caught the fun!   

 

Photo by David Giacalone 

Birds of the Stockade 

Capt. Eagle Eyes – aka Jamie Taft 
 

The one thing that most birds you see in and around the Stock-
ade have in common are feathers. There are different types of 
feathers, from contour feathers to down, plumes etc. and come 
in various colors and shapes. Some insect eating birds have 
modified feathers near the beak to help guide the insect into 
the mouth. Great Egrets were almost lost due to the millinery 
trade. 
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http://www.civicplayers.org


 

W h a t ’ s  H a p p e n i n g  D o w n t o w n ?  
Sign up for a weekly update on downtown art,  

entertainment and business at: 
www.downtownschenectady.org 

 “Give yourself the gift of 
yoga for the New Year.” 
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Work Continuing on Streetscape Plan 

 
 

 

 

Even though we have another month before the next neighbor-
hood meeting, our consultants and Streetscape Committee 
volunteers are hard at work. 
  

Consultant Planning4Places is taking our opinions, ideas and 
concerns into consideration as it proceeds to develop “Findings 
and Draft Concepts” for presentation to the Stockade in April. 
The actual date will be announced in next month's Spy. Part of 
this work involves meeting with city officials and the State His-
toric Preservation Office to make sure all recommendations will 
be consistent with city codes and the Historic District Commis-
sion requirements.  
 

The Streetscape Committee and Stockade Association Board 
also publicly supported the city's proposed Sidewalk Improve-
ment Program as one strategy to encourage improvement in 
the condition of our sidewalks. President Carol DeLaMarter, 
committee chair, Suzanne Unger, committee member, Richard 
Unger and Schenectady Heritage Foundation President, Gloria 
Kishton, all spoke before the city council in favor of the pro-
posed program. Board member Peter Rumora attended and 
provided support. 
 

While we continue to work towards the completion of our 
streetscape plan, there is something we can do right now to 
improve our sidewalks:  shovel the snow on them! Many thanks 
to those who shovel their sidewalks. All pedestrians are very 
grateful! If you have neighbors who are unable to clear their 
walks, consider helping them out. Don't forget that the city re-
quires owners to clear their sidewalks within 24 hours of the 
end of a snowfall. (City Code Section 228-17). 

- Suzy Unger 

The Stockade Studio for Piano Instruction 
 
 

A Traditional Approach to Piano Lessons 

Now accepting children, youth and adult students 

Located in the Stockade district of Schenectady 
 

Brian J. Taylor, Instructor 
cornishanglican@gmail.com     1.912.656.0779 

Pipe organ instruction also available 

 

 

Please note these changes: 
 

And Then There Were None, March 15-24, 2019 
 

God of Carnage, May 3-12, 2019 
 

Eclipsed, July 19-28, 2019 
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A Locally-Owned Independent 
Bookstore Since 1971 

® n 

BER 

'Kr'!J'a(u Yoaa 
All-levels yoga classes 

for health and well-being 

Christine Barton - Instructor 
YWCA Schenectady 
44 Washington Ave. 
(Do not need to be a Y member) 
518-466-9046 

Mondays or Wednesdays, 
5:30 • 6:45pm 

$80 per 8 wee session 
$· drop-in fee 

SCHENECTADY CIVIC PLAYERS 
2018-2019 S ASON 

1:2 S. Church St, Schenectady, NY 1:2305 
518-382-2081 www.civicplayers.org 

mailto:cornishanglican@gmail.com


 

The Witecki Law Office 
8 South Church Street  

Schenectady, NY       

518-372-2827, www.witeckilaw.com 

 

We provide:  Estate Planning, Elder 

Law, Asset Protection, Medicaid Plan-

ning, Probate & Administration, Real 

Estate, and Business Law Services. 

Evening and weekend appointments, as 

well as home visits, are available.    

 

Recycle, Reuse, Reduce! 
- Sylvie Briber 

 

I received an unusual Christmas gift this year – a wooden plas-
tic bag dryer! It is kind of cute on my counter, like a tree with 
branches. Reading so much about the dangers of plastic in the 
seas, I decided this was my chance to work on some changes 
in my routine. Coupled with a set of red-topped square plastic 
containers, I have managed to eliminate plastic wrap from my 
life! Instead of using plastic wrap to cover my bowls of left-
overs, I am now storing them in containers. They stack nicely, 
and I now have a tower of 5 of them in my refrigerator. Also, 
instead of always reaching for a new plastic bag, I wash out 
used ones and hang them on the dryer “tree.” These tricks 
have reduced my trash and I feel good knowing I am doing a 
small part to help the planet.  

~ Let 's Do Lunch! ~ 
Wednesday Lunch at First Reformed Church 

8 North Church Street 
 

Every Wednesday, 11:30 – 12:30 pm in Covenant Hall, we wel-
come you to join us for lunch.  At 11:30 light lunch will be 
served along with some coffee and tea.  This is a weekly gath-
ering open to members and the public.   
Suggested donation is $2.00 per person. 
 

Menu: 
February 27 – Spaghetti and meatballs with broccoli 
March 6 – Hot dogs with sauerkraut and baked beans 
March 13 – Lasagna and salad 
March 20 – Chili with cornbread 
March 27 – Soup and salad 
 
April 3 – build your own sandwiches 

Inviting Neighbors to  
Join the Stockade Board 

 

Deadline is April 1. 
 

This is an exciting time in the Stockade!  The new Streetscape 
Plan is poised to bring long hoped for improvements to our 
neighborhood.  Consultants are proposing new ideas for plant-
ings, sidewalks and lighting, to name a few.  Be part of this 
exciting leadership team of New York’s first Historic District. 
 

The Stockade Association’s nominating committee, Dianne 
Crozier, Beverly Elander and Claire Morgan, is seeking 
neighbors who are interested in serving on its Board of Direc-
tors.  Elections are in the Spring.  To qualify, candidates must 
be Stockade Association members and own property, reside, 
or own a business entity within the Stockade Historic Dis-
trict.  Directors serve for a two-year term and must attend at 
least five Board meetings a year. Responsibilities include 
membership on committees and management of the business 
and property of the association. 
 

For more information, contact Dianne Crozier at 
crozierd@union.edu 

FAMOUS FOR SANDWICHES SINCE 1974 
127 SOUTH FERRY STREET 
SCHENECTADY, NY 12305 

(518) 370-0026 

BARBARA & MICHAEL NAUMOFF 
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Emergency Information  
For Neighbors 

 

If you missed notification during recent snow, ice and flood 
events, sign up now for the Historic Stockade yahoo group 
(see page 8). Have a plan to move your car if you live on nar-
row streets, to assist City vehicles. Register online for 
Schenectady County Emergency rapid notification call system: 
http://www.schenectadycounty.com/rapidnotify. 
 

Snow Emergency: for official parking rules, go to the City’s 
website: http://www.cityofschenectady.com/parking.html 
 

All three Stockade churches allow temporary parking during 
flood and snow events. Allow church lots to be cleared first; 
return cars to street once plowed. Cars may be towed on Sun-
day mornings and when space is needed for church events. 

Stockade Association  

Board Meeting Summary 
by Suzanne Unger 

Feb 6, 2019 , 7 p.m.  At First Reformed Church 
 

Board Members Present: 
Keith Dayer, Carol DeLaMarter, Robert Stern, Suzanne Unger, 
Robert Lemmerman, Colleen Macaulay, Nathan Morgan and  
Peter Rumora. 
 

Members Absent:  
Doug Chilton-excused and Susan Dufour-excused 
Guests: Gloria Kishton, Schenectady Heritage Foundation and 
Sylvie Briber, Spy Editor. 
 

The board considered a presentation by Gloria Kishton, 
Schenectady Heritage Foundation, regarding Stockade Asso-
ciation records and funding for the restoration of a leaded glass 
window. 
 

President Carol DeLaMarter reported on the Pump Station, the 
CIP grant and YWCA redevelopment plans. 
 

The board passed the following motions: MOTION: The Stock-
ade Association Board supports the City of Schenectady pro-
posed Sidewalk Replacement Program as one strategy for im-
proving sidewalks throughout Schenectady's neighborhoods.” 
MOTION: to amend incentive sidewalk/painting application 
deadline to June 1. All work must be finished by September 30. 
 

Ms. Briber gave an update on the Spy. There was a discussion 
about updating membership data. 
The board set September 28 at the date for the Walkabout and 
May18 or 19 for the sidewalk sale. 
Ms. Unger gave an update on efforts to trademark Stockade 
logos. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.  

JOIN THE 
LOCAL FOOD 
REVOLUTION 
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MARCH WASTE COLLECTION DATES: 

ALL THURSDAYS: 

March 7, 14, 21 and 28 

 

Delivery: Holly VanVoast 

 

 DIDN’T GET A SPY?  
Find a copy at Slick’s Restaurant & Tavern, 127 S. Ferry 
St. Also, current and back issues are available on the  
Association Website:  
historicstockade.com  (Click on “Spy” in the black box.) 

 Planning on Changes to Your  
Historic District Property? 

 

Physical changes to the exterior of property viewable from a 
public right of way (including parks and waterways) require 
proper approval from the Historic District Commission 
(HDC). Repairs or painting using like colors and materials do 
not require approval (but might still require a building permit). 
Applications at: cityofschenectady.com/195/development. 
Questions? Call 518-382-5147. The HDC schedule for the 
year is on the City’s website. HDC reviews applications and 
then holds meetings on the fourth Thursday of the month at 
7pm at City Hall. 
   

Applications are due Three Mondays prior. 

 Oxley 

Artur Wachala 
General Construction 

Painting ~ Roofing ~ Structural Work 
 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

30 Years Experience 

I N S U R E D 
 

awachala491@gmail.com 

 

518-491-7906 or 518-490-2002 

Stockade Association Board of Directors 
stockadeassociation@gmail.com 

President Directors 
Carol DelaMarter 
Ph. (518) 393A725 
cdelam6533@aol.com 
Term expires June 2019 

Vice President 
Colleen Macaulay 
Ladymac1129@aol.com 
Term expires June 2020 

Treasurer 
Bob Lemmerman 
robertl990@aol.com 
Term expires June 2019 

Corresponding Secretary 
Bob Stem 
bobstern@aol.com 
Term expires June 2020 

Recording Secretary 
Suzy Unger 
suzanne.unger@gmail.com 
Term expires June 2020 

Peter Rumora 
peterrumora@twc.com 
Term expires June 2020 

Nathan Morgan 
morgannathant@gmail.com 
Term expires Jvne 2020 

Susan Dufour 
susan.dutour@gmail.com 
Term expires June 2020 

Keith Dayer 
jazztubes@yahoo.com 
Term expire June 2019 

Dianne Crozier 
crozierd@union.edu 
Term expires June 2019 

Doug Chilton 
djchilton27@gmail.com 
Term expires June 2019 

The Stockade Spy 
Published monthly, Sept.•May. Submissions due the 15th ot previ• 
ous month. Yearly and by-the-month advertising available. 
The Stockade Spy was founded in 1961 by James D.J. Schmitt. 
Designed by Werner L. Felbes. First Editor: Barrie Covert. 

ditor: Sylvie Briber, 23 Washington Avenue 
Phone: (518)377-0469 Email: rbrlber@aol.com 
Ads and Finance: Bob emmerman 
Staff: Carol DeLaMarter, Beverly Elander, John Medeiros, Jamie 
Taft, Suzanne Unger 
Delivery: Owen Layout & printing by Nott Street Office 

Sign Up for the Historic Stockade Yahoo Group 
1. Send a blank email to: 

Historl cStockade-subscribe@yahoog roups .com 
2. You'll receive an email asking if you want to join. Hit Mreply." 
3. Problems? Email: dalemiller33@hotmail.com 
4. Please pass this information along to friends & neighbors. 

Important numbers 
Emergency 911 
Non-emergency (518) 630--0911 
Police emergency (518) 382-5200 
Code enforcement (518) 382-5050 
Animal control voicemail (518) 382-5200, ext. 5655 

SINGLE STREAM RECYCLING IS HERE! 
All recyclable material can be put into one container 
for collection. Obtain the new Single Stream Recycling 
sticker at City Hall, Room 9. or answers to your ques

tions about trash & recycling, visit: www.cityofschenectady.com, 
click on •services," or call (518)382·5144. 

WASTE COLLECTION DAYS 
Pick up starts 6:15am. Put waste to curb the day before, after 2pm. 
Please remove emptied containers promptly. ~------------------------------------, 
I I 
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