
April 2020         Published by The Stockade Association            historicstockade.com            Vol. 61 No. 8 

ATTN: May Spy Deadline -  April 15th, 2020 - Please email editor, Sylvie Briber: rbriber@aol.com 

A Stay Home Vacation? 
 

-Sylvie Briber 
 

Since so many of our neighbors are housebound, I 

feel privileged as editor of the Spy to be able to be 

in touch with all of you if only at a distance! With 

our Nott Street Office design and printing team, 

we’ve had to be creative about the process. And 

Owen, our trusty delivery guy, has agreed to dis-

tribute copies to your doorstep as usual. 

Like many of you, I am staying home and am in the 

high-risk over 60 group, so I’ve thought up some 

fun activities that I can do to remain upbeat and 

productive. Here is my list that might inspire you to 

think up your own. For exercise, I have been danc-

ing in the kitchen to my Bee Gees CD and taking 

walks along our beautiful river to chat (actually 

shout!) to neighbors with 6 feet between us. Also to 

keep me socially connected, I have been enjoying 

long phone calls with friends that I have not talked 

with for some time (I am so grateful to Alexander 

Graham Bell for his invention of the telephone!) 

and writing cards and emails. Spring cleaning has 

come earlier this year with lots of time to get into 

put-off projects, cleaning up outside and gardening. 

And let’s not forget about those movies! I discov-

ered I can watch great free movies on my laptop 

from the 30’s, 40’s, 50’s and 60’s, cozied up in my 

armchair, by typing in the “search” space the movie 

title followed by “full movie you tube.” And singing 

or playing an instrument is great for feeling happy! 

How about learning a new or revisiting an old song 

like “Home, Sweet Home!” 

Come Clean Up the Stockade  

and Celebrate the 51st Earth Day 
Saturday, April 25

th  
   12 Noon - Lawrence Circle 

 

-Douglas Chilton 
 

In 1969 Senator Gaylord Nelson developed the idea of Earth Day in an 
attempt to convince the federal government that the planet was at risk 
(sound familiar?). It began as a grassroots movement consisting of 
teach-ins and rallies in an attempt to shake up the political establish-
ment and force the issue onto the national agenda. The success of the 
first Earth Day in April 1970 was tremendous with large turnouts 
across the country. Sparked by a new awareness, a number of impor-
tant pieces of environmental legislation were passed, among them the 
Clean Air Act, the Water Quality Improvement Act, the Endangered 
Species Act, the Toxic Substances Control Act and the Surface Mining 
Control and Reclamation Act. In December of 1970, the Environmental 
Protection Agency was formed, which was tasked with protecting hu-
man health and safeguarding the air, water and land - our natural re-
sources. One only needs to look at pictures of the rivers and air in 
1969 to see the positive effect that these initiatives have had on our 
living environment. Unfortunately, all of these protections are currently 
under threat. My hope is that an understanding of their importance to 
our health, and the sustainability of the planet for future generations, 
will become a priority. 
We can do our small part right here at home in historic Schenectady. 
On Saturday, April 25

th
 we will be having our annual “Cleanup the 

Stockade Day.” The kickoff will be at high noon at the circle 
(Lawrence, the Native American). Douglas Chilton (a resident garbage 
picker-upper) will meet any interested people with all you need to do a 
small part. There are several 'high use' areas that need attention: the 
bottom of Washington Avenue at the parking area; the Front St. park-
ing lot; the corner of College and Green and the corner of Front and 
College; and the Stockade Inn side of Church St. Also, some of the 
smaller ignored streets need a going over. But it's mostly general loose 
trash around the sidewalks and streets. If you want a picker (no bend-
ing needed!) we have them. We have lots of bags and gloves. And the 
most fun of all is you get your own Stockade hat (while they last)! 
Many hands make light work. The rain date will be May 2nd. The 
neighborhood always looks so nice when it's cleaned up and it in-
creases the appeal of our special neighborhood. There has been a 
noticeable improvement since last year. Come join us as we do our 
part! 
(Editor’s note: Hopefully, this event will still take place. As we get 
closer to April 25, please check FB, email and our website at historic-
stockade.com.) 

 Stockade Neighborhood and Park Cleanup,  
Saturday, April 25 
 

Stockade Sidewalk Sale, Saturday, June 20 
 

Stockade Picnic, Tuesday, July 28 
 

Stockade Garden Tour, Friday and Saturday,  
August 7 and August 8 



 2019  2020 

Circle One - 

New Member Renewing Member 

President’s Message - Suzy Unger 
 

It looks like the self-imposed isolation we are currently 
experiencing will last awhile. Our general membership 
meeting scheduled for March 19 was canceled. At that 
time, I think we all hoped that this would be over in a 
matter of weeks. However, now it appears that we may 
be canceling our May meeting as well, along with board 
meetings and other activities. I will send an email to the 
membership as soon as we decide on future gather-
ings. 

The Stockade has always been a close neighborhood, 
physically and socially. Although we cannot gather as 
we are used to, I urge you to stay in touch. Many of us 
fall into the high risk category and need to avoid physi-
cal contact. Yet, we have lots of ways to reach out. 
Please use them to have virtual visits with your friends 
and neighbors. I especially ask you to stay in touch with 
those who are by themselves.  
 
Finally, please let us know if there is anything we can 
do to help you.   

Update From City Hall 
 

Its been awhile since neighbors have heard about N. Ferry St. 
Pump Station relocation project.  According to Paul LaFond, 
OGS Commissioner, replacement of the sewer force main 
along N. Ferry and Green Streets is complete in the Stock-
ade.  Contracts for Pump Station totaling $20.7 M have been 
awarded to Jersen Construction Group, Schenectady Hard-
ware & Electric, Inc. and Collett Mechanical.  
Neighbors have seen surveyor activity surrounding the Pump 
Station site in Riverside Park.  Surveyor activity on adjacent 
property hints of construction activity to come.  According to 
Mike Miller from CHA Inc, the proposed design for the pump 
station (e.g., building footprint or elevation) has not changed 
since it was presented for public input in fall of 2017.  The lay-
out for the pump station requires that the average encroach-
ment into the park (along the west parcel line) be less than 30
-feet, per the parkland alienation legislative language.  Based 
on the survey for the existing pump station parcel, the current 

layout results in an average encroachment beyond the pump 
station lot of just under 28-feet.  The north fence line along the 
river will be relocated closer to the pump station, resulting in 
more accessible park land which can be utilized by the public. 
This results in negligible loss of lands for public use within 
Riverside Park. 
The Contractor has obtained a temporary construction ease-
ment from the land owner for the lot directly behind the pump 
station.  This easement was obtained to allow for the installa-
tion of the proposed support of excavation system during con-
struction.  Upon completion of the construction activities, all 
disturbed lands will be restored and the existing fence line will 
improve and re-established along the current alignment. 
 The city is awaiting the submittal for delegated design items 
which are required to begin construction activities, including 
the logistics plans for bringing equipment and materials into 
the construction site. 
 

Historical documents on Pump Station projects are posted at 
historicstockade.com. 

http://historicstockade.com/


 

 
 

MARCH 18, 2020 — Less than one week ago, the 2020 Cen-
sus fully kicked off, and invitations continue to arrive in mail-
boxes across the nation. As of this morning, more than eleven 
million households have responded. America is stepping up to 
shape our future and ensure families and communities are 
counted.  
 

Beginning today, in support of guidance on what we can all do 
to help slow the spread of coronavirus, 2020 Census field op-
erations will be suspended for two weeks until April 1, 2020. 
The Census Bureau is taking this step to help protect the health 
and safety of the American public, Census Bureau employees, 
and everyone going through the hiring process for temporary 
census taker positions.  
 

During this pause in field operations, the Census Bureau will 
continue  to evaluate all 2020 Census operations. Should any 
additional adjustments need to be made, the Census Bureau 
will communicate these changes broadly and promptly.  
In late May, census takers around the nation will begin visiting 
households that have not yet responded to the 2020 Census to 
help complete the count. As we continue to monitor the evolving 
COVID-19 outbreak, we will adjust census taker and survey 
operations as necessary in order to follow the guidance of fed-
eral, state and local health authorities.  
 

The public is strongly encouraged to respond to the 2020 Cen-
sus online using a desktop computer, laptop, smartphone, or 
tablet, and can also respond by phone or mail. Everyone should 
respond to the 2020 Census as soon as they receive their invi-
tation — and when they're finished, they can make sure their 
friends, families and social networks know about the importance 
of responding.  
 

It has never been easier to respond to the census, and the 
2020 Census will count everyone accurately. We recognize that 
many people plan to access the 2020 Census through other 
response modes, such as phone or paper, which is why the 
2020 Census has such a nimble design.  
 

On March 15, 2020, the Census Bureau announced several 
adaptations to our group quarters operations to accommodate 
recent scheduling changes on college campuses as leadership 
takes action to keep students and faculty safe.  
 

For all other Census Bureau household and economic surveys 
separate from the 2020 Decennial Census, Bureau personnel 
will begin using phone calls instead of in-person visits. In the 
limited number of instances where an in- person visit is neces-
sary, we are working closely with public health authorities to 
ensure each visit is accomplished safely.  
 

Once again, we encourage everyone to respond online today  
at 2020Census.gov. With the flexibility and support of the 
American people, we will achieve a complete and accurate 
count which helps guide funding decisions for things like hospi-
tals, roads and emergency services. Respondents can also re-
spond by calling the number provided in their invitation or by 
mail once they have received a paper form.  

 935 New Loudon Rd, Latham, NY 12110 



 

 

Remembering Peter 
 

 A few neighbors share their fond reminiscences of  
Peter Rumora, our beloved friend on Front Street, who passed 
away on February 18. 
 
 

“Peter and I were next door neighbors. His kitchen abutted my 
kitchen. I knew it was spring, when his royal gold azalea 
splashed across my kitchen window. It was almost summer 
when his weeping cherry ceased blooming. Winter days felt 
less cold as the smooth branchlets of his evergreen holly 
graced my living room view. We shared a woodchuck family. 
His woodpeckers were my woodpeckers. 
In the final months of his life, Peter shared an even greater gift; 
he brought together his closest neighbors. While under the 
guise of helping Peter, we found new purpose, a renewed 
sense of community and belonging to each other and the Stock-
ade. What might have been myriad mundane activities, instead, 
instilled joy and connectedness. We rallied around Peter: creat-
ing grocery lists, cutting his hair, shaving his beard, painting his 
front door a precise shade of green, scripting narratives for his 
home in the walkabout, pulling double docent shifts, walking 
arm-in-arm to an evening Stockade meeting, strolling around 
the block at midday, lunching on Wednesdays, including him at 
holiday dinners, chatting through sleepless nights, sharing early 
morning coffee, watching birds together, shoveling his sidewalk 
and extending the favor to others, joining him in playing the pi-
ano, cooking a hearty meal with him, dropping off his favorite 
cookies, reminding him to turn on his porch lights, surprising 
him with flowers or a bright red bow and bluebells for his front 
steps, listening to treasured vignettes about 40+ glorious years 
with Paul, and sometimes just holding his hand. It was said that 
Peter had lots of angels in the last stages of his life; actually, 
Peter was an angel magnet.” 

-Joan Mikalson 
 

“Bob and I were good friends with Peter when we all lived in the 
historic district in Albany in the 80’s and 90’s. I can remember 
his whimsically painted house of lime green and yellow! There, 
Peter cared about his neighborhood and neighbors as much as 
he cared about the Stockade. He helped Bob set up the Wash-
ington Park Conservancy and together they made signs to iden-
tify each tree in the park and raised money by reselling tulip 
bulbs.  
In 1995 Bob and I moved to the Stockade and years later I 
came upon Peter walking in our neighborhood. I was so sur-
prised to see him as we knew he was still living in Albany. He 
told me that he and his partner, Paul, wanted to move to the 
Stockade! I was so happy that I immediately knocked on doors 
of a few neighbors that I thought might be looking to sell and so 
Peter started his search right then and there! They wanted to 
buy the house at 31 Front Street, but by the time they made an 
offer, it had already been sold! So he and Paul moved into the 
Riverside Condos instead. Then, a surprise - the deal for 31 
Front fell through and their dream house could then be theirs!  
Peter was on our Stockade board in years past when Bob was 
board secretary. He had his house on the garden tour several 
times and neighbor, David Giacalone, captured a wonderful 
color photo of him in his garden that was featured on the front 
page of The Spy years ago. Peter also did much work in our 
Riverside Park, planting the beautiful roses and lilacs. We will 
so miss a longtime friend.” 

-Sylvie Briber 



 

 “Give yourself  
the gift of yoga” 

 12 

 

Wednesday at the Y 

“A few years after I moved to 227 Green Street I was foolish 
enough to agree to participate in The Stockade Secret Garden 
Tour. Kathleen Morris had been kind enough to design and help 
me build and plant a landscaped yard in the back of the house. 
Her son Lecco helped do the heavy work. I had conned relatives 
and friends into helping me dig out the area. When the result 
was almost completed I asked Peter Rumora to look at it and 
give me some suggestions. He suggested I paint the old shed 
purple. And so that's exactly what I did and to this day people 
still ask me if I wasn't the lady whose shed was purple on the 
Stockade Garden Tour.” 

-Beverly Elander 
 

“ I n  P e t e r ’ s  w o r d s , 
“Gardening is in my blood 
and in my soul.” Peter nur-
tured gardens wherever he 
lived from Columbia and 
Duchess County, to the Al-
bany area, and to his last 
home in the Stockade. He 
worked with Robert Briber to 
form the Washington Park 
Conservancy in Albany and 
created a garden of Conifers 
in Academy Park adjacent 
to the State Capitol. He 
served on the Board of 
Trustees of the Arboretum 
winning an award for his 
extensive work. His own 
backyard garden in the 
Stockade contained 60 va-

rieties of conifers. 
He was actively involved in Stockade activities as a member of 
the Board of Directors, and he opened his historic home and 
garden several times. He helped plan and execute Stockade 
celebrations and activities, took care of communal areas, and 
offered his expertise to anyone who requested help with gar-
dens. He worked with Vale Cemetery, planting conifers and flow-
ers and helped create the Vale, a green burial area where he 
now rests beneath a large Oak tree. As he became fragile, he 
was surrounded by the love and caring of his close neighbors. 
He was a charming man with many skills and interests and will 
be greatly missed.” 

-Mabel Leon 
 
 

“I knew Peter only in his later years, when he had already 
started to lose his high energy and physical health. But I still saw 
the wonderful traits that were always part of Peter. He was to me 
a magic gardener who understood plants beyond most of us. I 
am 76 and had my first garden when I was 14.  I have always 
loved gardening, “playing in the dirt” and learning the science of 
it. Gardening is work, play, meditation, learning, therapy. Peter 
belonged to a small percentage of people who if he planted a 
rock it would grow. 
A wonderful sense of humor came through his “whirligigs” and 
other sculptures. Over the years, I came to feel that there was 
one phrase that summed up the qualities of a good person, and 
those words most definitely applied to Peter: “He had a gener-
ous heart.” 

-John Medeiros 

Photo by Mabel Leon 



 

The Witecki Law Office 
8 South Church Street  

Schenectady, NY       

518-372-2827, www.witeckilaw.com 

 

We provide:  Estate Planning, Elder 

Law, Asset Protection, Medicaid Plan-

ning, Probate & Administration, Real 

Estate, and Business Law Services. 

Evening and weekend appointments, as 

well as home visits, are available.    

 

 

Monday – Friday, 11am to 11pm 
(Closed Saturday and Sunday) 

 

Barbara & Michael Naumoff 

Bear & Bird – Great New Nearby Shop  
-Holly Van Voast 

 

You’re never going to regret stopping in to the newly christened 
“Bear & Bird” gallery of original art—and bookstore. Inside, the 
colors themselves are like nothing that’s been seen on lower 
State Street since the old Union Bookstore / Art supplies store 
was open for business—mere steps away from the surprises “in 
store” for you as a visitor to another kind of B & B. Here’s a 
short SCAVENGER HUNT to highlight the witty and modern 
stuff to be found! 
 

1) “Nope Champion Award”— really!  
2) Exquisite hand-made felted chickadee—so easily mistaken for 
the real thing.  
3) Cyberoptix Tie Lab “Oscillator Waves” tie—if the writer was a 
guy, she’d buy one or two!   
4) “Totoro Ferris Wheel” print by Brian Reedy, who is obviously a 
Totoro believer.   
5) “The Billiken”—look for the mysterious 1908 era “mass-
produced god” created by Florence Pretz.  
6) The MUZEN is a solid, supercute and teeny, beautifully de-
signed mini radio—FANTASTIC sound quality!   
7) “Bunny Forest” “blind box” figures—B&B has a great selection 
of the best “blind box” toys, figures, and stuff in the Capitol District. 
8) "Wild About Weeds"—a beautifully published must have photo 
reference for anyone who’s just interested in weeds… just be-
cause! 
9) Insanely funny “Cowboy Bear” illustration artwork from the 70s. 
Superfreak colors and very entertaining in so many ways. PER-
FECT for any little boy’s room.  
10) Btw—the well-curated, fun displays of actual “original artwork” 
used for vintage commercially printed cards and books, is both 
hilarious and magically cool. Thanks to shop owner, Amanda Mag-
netta Ottati, for everything she’s doing!—bring a friend and share 
a fun store visit! 

Birds of the Stockade  
Jamie Taft - AKA Captain Eagle Eyes 

 

One of the birds that frequents the 
Stockade during warmer months is the 
Baltimore Oriole. The male is orange 
with a black head and white in the 
wings. She is orangish in color, too. 
They have a great song.  They make a 
gourd-shaped nest out of vines and 
woven grass. They are attracted to 
orange halves set out.  

Photo by Holly Van Voast 



Nominations for Preservation Awards 
 

Schenectady Heritage Foundation is accepting nominations for 
their 2020 Excellence in Preservation Awards. Any property in 
Schenectady County is eligible. The deadline for nominations 
is April 30, 2020. Email: gloria.kishton@gmail.com or mail to 
P.O. Box 1173, Sch’dy, NY 12305.  
 

Winners will be announced at the Award ceremony in May. 

Sighting of  Eastern Screech Owl 
- John Medeiros 

The Eastern Screech Owl 
(notable V shape of beak and 
ears) was seen back in the nest-
ing box on 2/17/20 in the gar-
dens behind 227 Green St. My 
recollection is that its first ap-
pearance last year was 2/18/19. 
We cannot get close, so the 
attached photo – a bit fuzzy -- is 
the best I could get on 2/21/20. 
Owl was out, standing in 
“doorway” for several hours 
every day for a couple of weeks, 

then she disappeared. So, if a “she” could be sitting on eggs, 
or “she-he-it” could have left. We will have to keep watching. 
We look every day. After about two weeks (2/17-3/2), we 
have no longer seen the owl. Not sure why. Either she is 
gone or dutifully sitting on eggs. But we have no way of know-
ing. We will keep watching and let you know of any news. 

To Honor Peter 
The Stockade Association has established a memorial fund to 
honor Peter Rumora, our neighbor who passed away last 
month. Donations will be used to plant trees in the Stockade 
Historic District. As many of us know, trees were very impor-
tant to Peter. Planting trees in the Stockade would be a lasting 
memorial to his life and memory. Planting trees is also a timely 
memorial, coinciding with the Stockade Streetscape Plan re-
cently adopted by the City of Schenectady. As a Stockade As-
sociation board member, Peter shared his expertise, helping 
to establish tree policies for the Plan. 
 

In the past, Schenectady Heritage Foundation has established 
memorial funds to benefit the Stockade Historic District. The 
funds have been used for a variety of purposes, including 
maintaining the Stockade Gateway (corner of Union St. and 
Erie Blvd.). Following this example, the Stockade Association 
is establishing the Peter Rumora Memorial Fund to honor Pe-
ter and the special neighborhood he called home, the Stock-
ade. 
 

Those wishing to contribute may make a check out to the 
Stockade Association, and mail it to 32 Washington Ave., suite 
100, Schenectady, NY 12305. Please note Rumora Memorial 
Fund in the memo line. Or, contributions may be donated via 
the PayPal link on the Stockade Association's website:  
historicstockade.com. 

-Gloria Kishton 

Photo by John Medeiros 

http://p.o.box/
http://historicstockade.com/


APRIL WASTE COLLECTION DATES: 

  All Mondays - 6, 13, 20 & 27 

 

Delivery: Holly VanVoast 

 

 DIDN’T GET A SPY? Find a copy in the box at Lawrence 
Fence, Slick’s Restaurant & Tavern, 127 S. Ferry St. and 
Sch’dy County Historical Society, 32 Wash. Ave. Current 
and back issues are available on the Association Website: 
historicstockade.com  (Click on “Spy” in the black box.) 

 Oxley 

 Artur Wachala 
General Construction 

Painting ~ Roofing ~ Structural Work 
 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

30 Years Experience 

I N S U R E D 
 

awachala491@gmail.com 

 

518-491-7906 or 518-490-2002 

 

President 
Suzanne Unger - 5/2021* 
suzanne.unger@gmail.com 
 

Vice President 
Colleen Macaulay - 5/2020* 
ladymac1129@aol.com 
 

Treasurer 
Susan DuFour - 5/2021* 
susan.dufour@gmail.com 
 

Corresponding Secretary 
Bob Stern - 5/2020* 
bobstern@aol.com 
 

Recording Secretary 
Donna Doll - 5/2020* 
todossantos3@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

Directors 
Keith Dayer - 5/2021* 
jazztubes@yahoo.com 
 
Jasmine Roberts - 5/2021* 
jasmineroberts87@gmail.com 
 
Haley Priebe  5/2020* 
haleypriebe@gmail.com 
 
Doug Chilton  5/2020* 
douglas.chilton@yahoo.com 
 
*Dates listed indicate when 
term expires. 
 

Two vacancies to be filled 

at May General Meeting. 
 

 

 

Stockade Association Board of Directors 
stockadeassociation@gmail.com 

 T i d i n g s 
 

Congratulations to Beverly Elander of Green Street on the 
great success of her recent knee surgery! With a little ther-
apy at Sunnyview, she will soon be up dancing on tables! 
 

Congratulations to Bob Briber of Washington Avenue on 
reaching 90 years old on April 13! His secret? Working out 
at the gym for years! 
 

Have any important mentions about our neignbors? Please 
call Sylvie at: (518) 377-0469 or email: rbriber@aol.com so 
that we can include it in our “Tidings.” 
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