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 Tavern Night, Saturday, Feb. 8, 4-8pm, Brouwer House, 
14, N. Church  

Handcrafted, New Exhibit at Sch’dy County Historical 
Society, Feb. 1 – Nov.  

Stockade Association General Meetings 
Thursdays: March 19 and May 21, 7pm, St. George’s 
Great Hall, Parking is in the lot on Green St. 

Good News for the Stockade! 
 

Focus on Mohawk River  

and Vischer Ferry Dam 
 

-Carol DeLaMarter 
 

In December, the Stockade Association submitted com-

ments to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission(FERC) 

requesting for more study of Mohawk River flooding that may 

be caused by the gateless dam at Vischer Ferry downstream 

from the Stockade neighborhood.  Long time Stockade resi-

dents have requested studies of the river to identify any im-

provements at the dam that could mitigate periodic flooding 

here.  The relicensing of the hydroelectric plant at Vischer 

Ferry presented an opportunity for the Stockade Association 

to raise the issue of flooding with the New York State Power 

Authority (NYPA) and FERC to consider modern solutions 

for this dam, built in 1913, that may change flooding during 

high water events and ice jams.  In the meantime, Governor 

Cuomo announced in January 2020 a plan to reimagine the 

Canal which includes the lower Mohawk River.  The Reimag-

ine the Canal Task Force has recommended projects that 

focus on flooding improvements that includes possible retro-

fits to Vischer Ferry Dam to mitigate ice jams and seasonal 

flooding on the Mohawk River. As a result, NYPA has asked 

for a 60 day extension to their study plan of any impacts 

caused by the Vischer Ferry Dam.  Governor Cuomo has 

asked NYPA to allocate $63 million in funding towards these 

mitigation proposals. 
 

A special thanks to Jim Duggan, long time Stockade resi-

dent, for his continued investigation of flooding here and to 

Dr. John Garver, Geology Department Union College, for 

sharing his expertise.  Dr. Garver served on the Reimagine 

the Canal Task Force and is optimistic that there will be 

changes with the VFD in the future. To learn more from Dr. 

Garver, check out Notes from a Watershed-the Mohawk 

River https://mohawk.substack.com/. 

Tavern Night at The Brouwer House 
14 N. Church St. Sat., Feb. 8, 4-8pm 

We remember the Schenectady massacre which occurred 
February 8-9, 1690, this year at the Brouwer House (14 N. 
Church Street) on February 8 from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. with mu-
sic, beer from the Great Flats Brewery, food and the chance 
to meet new neighbors. You are invited to bring a dish to 
share.  

https://mohawk.substack.com/
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Circle One - 

New Member Renewing Member 

In the Stockade, parking and driving can be a challenge! Plan 
ahead so you are not surprised with a ticket or a tow! 
When it snows, the City will be plowing day and night, so get 
your car off the street until streets are plowed. If you plan to be 
away for an extended period of time, move your car or make 
arrangements with someone to move it in case of a heavy 
snowfall while you are gone. 
All three churches allow temporary short term parking. After 
snowfalls that require plowing, neighbors may park only after 
church lots are cleared. Be advised that cars will be towed on 
Sunday mornings and when space is needed for church 
events. These church lots are: St. George’s on Green St.; First 
Reformed on the corner of Church and Front Streets; and First 
Presbyterian on Union St.  
Snow Emergencies – Listen to the radio or TV to see if there 
is a Snow Emergency called. Watch for signs posted on the 
streets. When a snow emergency is declared, all normal and 
priority street parking restrictions are suspended. By 8pm or 

8am all cars must be parked on the even-numbered side of the 
street. 
When a bad snowstorm hits, you may be able to take your car 
to the covered garage across from Proctors Theatre. Call LAZ 
Parking Garage at 518-346-0614 for details. 
For Union Street neighbors – Union Street is our only priority 
street in the Stockade. If you live on Union St. you must 
move your car with the accumulation of 3 inches or more of 
snowfall. 
You can return your car to Union St. only after the entire length 
of the street has been cleared of snow back to the curb. 
If you have any questions during a snowfall or snow emer-
gency, you can call the City of Schenectady Snow Emergency 
Hotline at 518-382-5279 or the Police Department at 518-382-
5263. 
For more detailed information, go to: 
www.cityofschenectady.com/225/Parking-Restrictions-
Snow-Emergency 

President’s Message - Suzy Unger 
 

February is the month when we remember the Schenectady 
massacre which occurred February 8-9, 1690. 60 residents 
were killed and 27 taken captive. Sixty houses were de-
stroyed. After such a devastating attack, there was some 
question whether Schenectady would survive. Yet, it did. So in 
February, we celebrate the survival of our neighborhood and 
our city, despite the many obstacles we've faced over the 
years. Join the celebration this year at the Brouwer House (14 
N. Church Street) on February 8 from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. There 
will be music, beer from the Great Flats Brewery, food and the 
chance to meet new neighbors. You are invited to bring a dish 
to share.  
 
 

Our Stockade Streetscape Plan was officially adopted by the 
city at a council meeting on January 13. Members of the 
Stockade Association Infrastructure Committee are meeting 
with city staff to implement the traffic calming measures out-
lined for Union Street.  

Many thanks to arborist Jeff Kehoe for the informative talk he 
gave on January 16 to the Stockade Association about nurtur-
ing trees in an urban environment. He gave us lots of valuable 
information which we will be sharing in the months to come. 

Finally, congratulations to all who persisted in seeking modifi-
cations to the Vischer Ferry Dam as a flood mitigation meas-
ure. The new initiative, ReImagine the Canal, includes impor-
tant measures to carry out these recommendations. A special 
thanks goes out to Jim Duggan, former Stockade resident, 
who has worked tirelessly on this effort for years. 

http://www.cityofschenectady.com


 

Schenectady County Historical Society’s  
Upcoming Exhibit Co-Curated  

by Stockade Neighbor, Marilyn Sassi 

February 1st - November 2020 
 

                                   -Susanna Fout, Curator, SCHS  
 

"The Ancient and Mystic 
Order of the True Blues" 
was a peculiar, eccentric, 
and short lived social 
fraternity which mysteri-
ously appeared in 
Schenectady in 1867. 
Made up of local busi-
nessmen, rambunctious 
residents, and Union Col-
lege faculty, the True 
Blues had one mission: 
promote Schenectady. 
And promote the city they 

did. Their grand, lavish parades and carnivals consumed the 
entire city, bringing tens of thousands of visitors to 
Schenectady.  
The parade floats were over-the-top mechanical contraptions 
featuring fantastic, literary, and historical figures. Newspaper 
reports described hundreds of people dressed as knights, 
donned togas, and other period garb. Burlesque caricatures of 
King Lear, Hamlet and Ophelia, and Romeo and Juliet were not 
to be missed; as were the three full sized marching bands and 
animal section which contained a baby elephant named Ho-
Olah, bears and other beasts. The miniature model of the Nep-
tune float pictured here was featured at the 2nd annual True 
Blue parade on September 3, 1868. That parade attracted 
20,000 visitors to Schenectady.  
What might a strange, handmade miniature float have in com-
mon with a portrait of Christopher Yates, a hand carved cookie 
mold, or a hand sewn quilt? These objects, with their artistic 
flair, are excellent examples of folk art.  
Hard to define, yet easily recognizable, traditional American folk 
art consists of a wide range of distinctive, aesthetically pleasing 
objects fashioned by craftspeople and tradespeople, amateurs 
and students. Whether creating for pay or personal pleasure, 
these amateur artisans were motivated by the desire for artistic 
expression. It is this aesthetic impulse, this search for beauty in 
us all, that is at the core of the collection of folk art at the 
Schenectady County Historical Society.  
SCHS’ collection represents everyday people, as well as those 
for whom they worked. It is this pull between the common and 
the elite, the urban and the rural, which defines so much of 
Schenectady’s past. Who were these industrious artisans? Why 
study their creative expressions? What does the art of the com-
mon man say about our past and what can we learn through its 
study?  
SCHS’ upcoming exhibit, “Handcrafted: the Folk and their Art,” 

will dive into these questions and more. Co-curated by Marilyn 

Sassi, a fellow Stockade resident and expert on local decora-

tive arts, the exhibition opens on February 1st and runs through 

November 2020. We hope to see you there! 

Handcrafted: the Folk and Their Art 

Miniature Model  

of the Neptune parade float. 

You could have  
YOUR advert here! 

Only $35 per issue. 
~ 

Contact Bob Lemmerman 
robertl990@aol.com 

 



 

 

T i d i ngs 
 

Congratulations to neighbor James Commodore who was ap-
pointed Deputy City Attorney in December. James lives on Un-
ion Street with his wife, Tanesha, and daughter, Nina.  
 

If you have recently moved to the Stockade and would like to 
be welcomed in The Stockade Spy, or if you know of a new 
neighbor who would like to be welcomed, or someone who has 
moved away or passed away, please call Sylvie at (518) 377-

0469 or email at rbriber@aol.com so that we can include it in 
our “Tidings.” 

First Reformed Church Events 
8 North Church St. ~ (518) 377-2201 

 

Every Wednesday Lunch 11:30-12:30 You have been miss-
ing out on a great neighborhood event if you haven’t come to 
these lunches! Drop-in lunch and conversation any week in the 
new Covenant Hall. $2.00 donation if you have it. 
 

February menu:  
Feb 5:     Pulled Pork/ Pulled Jackfruit Sandwiches 
Feb 12:   Soup and Salad 
Feb 19:   Italian Feast! 
Feb 26:   Pizza and Salad 
 

Every Monday, Free Community Yoga - 6pm – 7pm. This 
class is for all levels and led by certified yoga instructor, Doug-
las Goodbee. 

February 19 - Compassionate Dinner at 6pm. Contemplative 
Worship at 7pm 

February 26 - Ash Wednesday Service at 7pm. 

St. George’s Episcopal Church Events 
30 North Ferry Street ~ (518)374-3163 

 

In addition to the regular information on services, please note 
the following:  
Choral Evensong, St. George's Episcopal Church, Sunday, 
February 23rd, 3:00 p.m. 

Stockade resident, 
Cody Unger, loves 
the snow even 
though he was born 
seven years ago in 
Florida. He is a mini 
Golden Doodle. 
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P E T  P A R A D E  

Would You Like a Historical Plaque  

for Your House? 
 

Many historical houses in the Stockade already have plaques, 
but there are opportunities for you to get a plaque for your 
house as well. Look forward to the March Spy with all the de-
tails! 

mailto:rbriber@aol.com


 

 “Give yourself  
the gift of yoga” 

 12 

 

Wednesday at the Y 

W h a t ’ s  H a p p e n i n g  D o w n t o w n ?  
Sign up for a weekly update on downtown art,  

entertainment and business at: 
www.downtownschenectady.org 

Spring Courses at SUNY 

Schenectady's Community  

Archaeology Program 
 

Diana O. Carter, Adjunct Instructor, Workforce Development 
and Community Education, tells us about the following opportu-
nities: 
 

Go to sunysccc.edu/About-Us/Workforce-Development-

and-Community-Education for online course listings and 
catalog, or call WFD&CE, Executive Secretary at 518-595-
1101, Ext. 3 or 4 

Experimental Archaeology: Replicating Early Technolo-

gies Part II starts on Tuesday, February 11th at 6:30 PM  and 
runs through March 31st.  In this course, taught by Barry 
Keegan, students will replicate native fiber/cord/string/rope, 
native pottery and the firing of clay pots authentically in an out-
door setting. 

Exploring New Netherland: People, Places, and Things 
starts on Thursday, April 16th at 6:00 PM and runs through 
May 21st.  Jessica Nelson and the class will explore what it 
meant to be a small colony established by a trading company 
in 17th century America; the diverse colonial population who 
lived here and the archaeological assemblages they left be-
hind. 

A History of Decorative Arts in America starts on Tuesday, 
April 7th at 6:00 PM and runs through May 19th.  Marilyn Sassi 
will discuss the textiles, needlework, paintings, three-
dimensional objects and wall treatments found in early Ameri-
can homes along with their production methods. 

Military History of the British Colonies in North America to 

1775 starts on Wednesday April 15th at 6:00 PM and runs 
through May 20th.  Matthew Zembo will discuss the develop-
ment of warfare as waged between European colonists and 
Native Americans in the British colonies in North America. 

Downtown Revitalization 
 

Initiative Holds Informational Meeting 
 

The Downtown Revitalization Initiative Committee (DRI) held 
an informational meeting on January 16. Committee members 
were present to answer questions and to inform interested resi-
dents about the plans for the $10 million announced by Gover-
nor Cuomo to continue Schenectady's efforts to revitalize the 
city's commercial areas. The Stockade is adjacent to this area. 
The committee is headed by David Buicko, of the Galesi Group 
and Mayor McCarthy.  A second public workshop will be held 
on Thursday, February 20 at 6pm SUNY Schenectady, Elston 
Hall, Lally Mohawk Room. Visit schenectadydri.com for more 
information. Stockade members are encouraged to attend. 

Stockade Association News 
Haley Priebe and Doug Chilton were elected to join the Stock-
ade Board at the Stockade General Membership Meeting on 
January 16. 

http://sunysccc.edu/About-Us/Workforce-Development-and-Community-Education
http://sunysccc.edu/About-Us/Workforce-Development-and-Community-Education


 

The Witecki Law Office 
8 South Church Street  

Schenectady, NY       

518-372-2827, www.witeckilaw.com 

 

We provide:  Estate Planning, Elder 

Law, Asset Protection, Medicaid Plan-

ning, Probate & Administration, Real 

Estate, and Business Law Services. 

Evening and weekend appointments, as 

well as home visits, are available.    

 

 

Monday – Friday, 11am to 11pm 
(Closed Saturday and Sunday) 

 

Barbara & Michael Naumoff 

THREE SPECIAL FEBRUARY PRODUCTIONS 

AT SCHENECTADY CIVIC PLAYERS 
 

The month of February will see three special productions at 
Schenectady Civic Players, 12 South Church Street, 
Schenectady: 
 

Sunday, February 9, at 2:30 pm – Neil Simon’s “The Odd 

Couple,” the classic comedy about Oscar Madison and Felix 
Unger, a pay-what-you-will staged reading, will be performed 
cabaret style in Civic Player’s Green Room.  Open seating, no 
advance reservations required or accepted. 
 

Sunday, February 16 at 2:30 

pm – Martin P. Kelly’s “A 

Marriage of True Minds,” 
based on more than 200 let-
ters written by John and Abi-
gail Adams during the Ameri-
can Revolution, reflects at 
least 95% of their actual 
words.  Features Bill Hickman 
as John Adams and Rita Rus-
s e l l  as  Ab iga i l  Ad -
ams.  Performed on the Main 
Stage. A Centennial Fund 
Benefit. General admission. 
All tickets $15. 
 

Saturday February 29, at 2:30 pm – “Jack and the Bean-

stalk.” Presented by Saratoga Opera-to-Go, underwritten by 
the Gwen Fraser Fund. This 40-minute adaptation of the classic 
fairy tale features music from the operettas of Gilbert and Sulli-
van, Adapted by John Davies. Jack and the Beanstalk is appro-
priate for Pre-K to Grades 6 audiences, Performed on our Main 
Stage.  Pay-what-you-will, general admission, no advance res-
ervations required or accepted. 

Birds of the Stockade  
Jamie Taft  AKA Captain Eagle Eyes 

 
One of the birds that occurs in and 
around the Stockade is the Tufted Tit-
mouse. They are a bit bigger than a 
Chickadee and are related to them. 
The interesting thing with Tufted Tit-
mouse, Mockingbirds and Cardinals is 
that they expanded their range North 
with the help of bird feeders and the 
clearing of the land. When it comes to 
bird feeders there are many different 

types, from tube feeders to suet baskets.  
 

Also look for the Common 
Raven. They are twice the 
size of an American Crow 
with a big roman nose, a 
wedge-shaped tail, and with 
a different voice than the 
Crow. When flying, they do 
soar occasionally whereas 
crows do not. When they 
are around the scared Flamingos, go a-running!!!  
Also keep your eyes open for Eagles along the River. 

Bill Hickman and Rita Russell 

Titmouse 

Common Raven 



The Open Door Bookstore  
& Gift Gallery 

 

128 Jay Street, Schenectady (518) 346-2719   

www.opendoor-bookstore.com 
 

February Events - All Saturdays  
 

Feb. 1 1-230, Roger Hull will sign  

2020 Vision: Dump Trump. 
 

Feb. 8 1-2:30, David Levine will sign  

The Hudson Valley: The First 250 Million Years. 
 

Feb. 22, 1-2:30, Jeffrey Diamond signs,  

Live To Network. 
 

Feb. 27, 6-7:30, Poetry Reading and book signing,  

Out of My Mind, with Miki Conn. 
 

Feb, 29 1-2:30, Kevin Wilson will sign,  

Sully’s Squad  

PLANNING ON CHANGES TO YOUR  

HISTORIC DISTRICT PROPERTY? 
 

Not too soon to start thinking about spring projects! 
 

Physical changes to the exterior of property viewable from a 
public right of way (including parks and waterways) require 
proper approval from the Historic District Commission (HDC). 
Repairs or painting using like colors and materials do not re-
quire approval (but might still require a building permit). Appli-
cations at: cityofschenectady.com/195/development. Ques-
tions? Call Avi Epstein: 518-382-5147. The HDC schedule for 
the year is on the City’s website. HDC reviews applications 
and then holds meetings on the fourth Thursday of the month 
at 7pm at City Hall. 
   

Applications are due three Mondays prior to the meeting. 

Potholes Hotline 
Because of all the construction that has been going on in the 
Stockade, the potholes have become much more dangerous 
than in past years. To report potholes in front of your house 
and along your travel routes, please call the pothole number 
for the City of Schenectady at (518) 382-5151. Perhaps if 
more people call, the City will be more likely to respond. 

 

Will They, or Won’t They? 
Most years, not every year, but always on Valentine’s Day, a 
flock of flamingoes has been seen taking respite within the 
little circular park at the intersection of Front, N. Ferry and 
Green Streets. They huddle among the shrubbery, and, some 
years, in the snow banks, surrounding the statue of Law-
rence. No one is quite sure why the creatures choose this tiny 
oasis to linger for just one day; perhaps it is their way of cele-
brating Valentine’s Day, sending a message of love to the 
Stockade neighborhood. Whatever the reason, make sure to 
watch for them near Lawrence on February 14. The flock de-
parts just as quickly as they arrive! 



FEBRUARY  WASTE COLLECTION DATES: 
February - Fridays, 7 & 14  - Monday 24 

 

Delivery: Holly VanVoast 

 

 DIDN’T GET A SPY? Find a copy in the box at Lawrence 
Fence, Slick’s Restaurant & Tavern, 127 S. Ferry St. and 
Sch’dy County Historical Society, 32 Wash. Ave. Current 
and back issues are available on the Association Website: 
historicstockade.com  (Click on “Spy” in the black box.) 

 Oxley 

 Artur Wachala 
General Construction 

Painting ~ Roofing ~ Structural Work 
 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

30 Years Experience 

I N S U R E D 
 

awachala491@gmail.com 

 

518-491-7906 or 518-490-2002 

 

President 
Suzanne Unger - 5/2021* 
suzanne.unger@gmail.com 
 

Vice President 
Colleen Macaulay - 5/2020* 
ladymac1129@aol.com 
 

Treasurer 
Susan DuFour - 5/2021* 
susan.dufour@gmail.com 
 

Corresponding Secretary 
Bob Stern - 5/2020* 
bobstern@aol.com 
 

Recording Secretary 
Donna Doll - 5/2020* 
todossantos3@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

Directors 
Keith Dayer - 5/2021* 
jazztubes@yahoo.com 
 
Lyn Gordon - 5/2021* 
lynsgordon@aol.com 
 
Jasmine Roberts - 5/2020* 
jasmineroberts87@gmail.com 
 
Peter Rumora - 5/2020* 
peterrumora@twc.com 

 
Haley Priebe  5/2020 
haleypriebe@gmail.com 
 
Doug Chilton  5/2020 
djchilton27@gmail.com 

 

*Dates listed indicate when 
term expires. 
 

 

Stockade Association Board of Directors 
stockadeassociation@gmail.com 

 

You could have  
YOUR advert here! 

Only $35 per issue. 
~ 

Contact Bob Lemmerman 
robertl990@aol.com 
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