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ATTN: April Spy Deadline -  March 15th, 2020 - Please email editor, Sylvie Briber: rbriber@aol.com 

March might be the perfect month to curl up at the Historical 
Society with beautiful views of the Mohawk River, research-

ing the history of 
your Stockade 
house, either for 
your own curios-
ity or for an his-
toric plaque for 
the front of your 
home. A plaque 
can include sig-
nificant historic 
facts about your 

house: its age, architect, prominent owners, or significant 
events, all while informing passersby and adding to the 
charm of the Stockade. 
John Gearing is the new chair of the Plaques Committee at 
The Schenectady County Historical Society. I first met John 
years ago at the Records Department in the County Office 
Building where you can often find him as an attorney re-
searching deeds and mortgages for his clients. There, he 
was kind enough to help me with researching the history of 
our house for a plaque and for collecting information for my 
book, "The Inscription in the Window." 
So when our Stockade neighbor, Gloria Kishton, recently ex-
pressed interest in getting a plaque for her home on Union 
Street, I immediately thought of John. Off we went on an ad-
venture, delving into County record books to piece together a 

very intriguing story about Gloria’s house and prop-
erty. Following this, we went to the Historical Society to look 
at old City maps and directories. 
Marietta Carr is the new librarian at the Historical Soci-
ety. After receiving a Masters’ Degree in Library Science, she 
became the archivist at the Cuyahoga Community College in 
Cleveland, Ohio. Marietta is not only knowledgeable in the 
resources at the Grems-Doolittle Library, but patient and per-
sistent in helping you find out what you want to know! The 
Library at SCHS is filled with city directories dating back to 
1842, old maps, including an 1880 map labeled with the 
names of all the Stockade property owners back then, and 
drawers of folders of old Schenectady families. Old photo-
graphs of Stockade houses (organized street by street) in-
clude images from 1961, when our Stockade “founding fa-
thers,” Jim Schmitt and Werner Feibes, took photos of every 
house as part of the application for the Stockade to be listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places. These photos can 
also be a useful reference for façade restorations, providing 
concrete proof to the Historic Commission of what your 
house used to look like. To do research, start by going to the 
Historical Society at 32 Washington Avenue (entrance is in 
the back of the building). Hours are Mon. – Fri. 9am-5pm and 
Sat. 10am-2pm. Plaque application forms are available. You 
can pay $5 each time you use the library or get unlimited use 
with a yearly membership for $25. Get ready for some really 
interesting fun! 

All neighbors invited to the 

Stockade Association  
General Meeting  

Thursday, March 19, 7pm 

St. George’s Great Hall  

(Parking is in the lot on Green St.)  
 

Diane Runkel will talk about her experiences 
renovating her family home at 12 North Col-

lege Street. Also, Open Forum: to welcome 
new neighbors, a time to make neighborhood 
announcements and to learn what is going on! 

 March Board Meeting, Monday, March 2, 7pm,  

First Reformed Church, Dirck Romeyn Room 
 

Stockade Neighborhood and Park Cleanup,  
Saturday, April 25 
 

Stockade Sidewalk Sale, Saturday, June 20 
 

Stockade Picnic, Tuesday, July 28 
 

Stockade Garden Tour, Friday and Saturday,  
August 7 and August 8 

Would You Like a  

Historic Plaque for Your House? 
 

-Sylvie Briber 



 2019  2020 

Circle One - 

New Member Renewing Member 

W h a t ’ s  H a p p e n i n g  D o w n t o w n ?  
Sign up for a weekly update on downtown art,  

entertainment and business at: 
www.downtownschenectady.org 

President’s Message - Suzy Unger 
 

Winter is coming to a close, at least on the calendar. Let's 
hope the weather agrees! Many thanks to those of you who 
attended our Tavern Night on February 8. I think everyone 
had a good time and enjoyed the delicious food, the music of 
the Fearless Fretters and craft beer from Great Flats Brew-
ing. If you missed it this year, plan to join us next year. All are 
welcome to enjoy our traditional winter time entertainment of 
good friends, good food and well-made libations. 
There is a lot happening in the Stockade in the meantime. In 
honor of Earth Day, there will be a Park and Neighborhood 
Clean Up on April 25, 2020. There will be dumpsters set up 
so we can clean up winter debris and give our community a 
thorough spring cleaning. Our annual sidewalk sale is back 
on June 20 to coincide with the Daily Gazette's sidewalk sale 
at Mohawk Harbor. The annual picnic will be on July 28 in 

Riverside Park. Our 2020 Garden Tour will be on August 7 
and 8. Details on all these events will be published in the Spy 
and posted on our website, but mark your calendars now. As 
always, these events are open to the public, and especially to 
Stockade residents. 
Speaking of open to the public, you should know that your 
board of directors meets every month (except January and 
July) on the first Monday of the month at 7 p.m. in the Dirck 
Romeyn Room at the First Reformed Church. You are wel-
come to attend and see how the board operates.  Vice Presi-
dent Colleen Macaulay is chairing the nominating committee 
which will be nominating new board members at our May 
general meeting. You may want to consider becoming a 
member. We would welcome your participation in the impor-
tant work of protecting this special place. Colleen's contact 
information is on the back page of this edition. 

The Open Door Bookstore  
& Gift Gallery 

128 Jay Street, Schenectady (518) 346-2719   
www.opendoor-bookstore.com 

 

-Sat. March 21, 1-2:30 Liz Zunon will sign As Big As 

the Sky and Bedtime for Sweet Creatures. 
 

-Sun. April 5, 2:00 Anne Blankman will speak and 

sign Blackbird Girls in the Schenectady County Pub-

lic Library,  McChesney Room. 

The Fearless Fretters warm up the crowd at  
Tavern Night, February 8, at the Brouwer House. 
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http://www.opendoor-bookstore.com


 

T i d i n g s 
 

We are filled with sadness at the passing on February 18 of our 
beloved Front Street neighbor, Board Member and gardener 

extraordinaire, Peter Rumora. In the April Spy, we will share 
some treasured memories. 
 

If you have recently moved to the Stockade and would like to be welcomed in 
The Stockade Spy, or if you know of a new neighbor who would like to be wel-
comed, or someone who has moved away or passed away, please call Sylvie at 
(518) 377-0469 or email at rbriber@aol.com so that we can include it in our 
“Tidings.” 

Proposal for Riverside Tennis Courts  

Turned Down by Thriving Neighborhoods 
 

The Schenectady Foundation announced the Thriving 
Neighborhoods Challenge Grants in February. The 
Schenectady Pickle Ball Group's (SPG) proposal to redo the 
tennis courts in Riverside Park into multipurpose courts for bas-
ketball, tennis and pickle ball, failed to win  foundation support. 
The proposal had made it to the final round. As part of the appli-
cation process, Rich Unger, Stockade resident and pickle ball 
player, had succeeded in getting commitments of $40,000 each 
from the county and the city to match funds provided by the 
foundation. Rich hopes the city and county will still provide the 
committed funding towards this park improvement despite the 
foundation's decision. Rich believes the application, while un-
successful, has raised awareness of the need to restore and 

beautify the court area in Riverside Park. 

Stockade Association Submits  

Plan for Improvements on Union Street 
 

The Stockade Association hired planning consultants, Plan-
ning4Places, to prepare detailed specifications for traffic calm-
ing improvements on Union Street as part of the paving contract 
scheduled for this spring. The specifications offer a range of 
possible improvements including curb extensions (bump outs) 
at the intersections of Church and Ferry Streets and the addi-
tion of a cross walk midway between Ferry and College Streets. 
The planners suggested a range of materials, locations and 
dimensions. These were submitted to the city's engineering de-
partment in early February. The Association will continue to 
work with the city as the project unfolds. 

Fabulous Flock of February Flamingoes 
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Celebrates Valentines Day. 

mailto:rbriber@aol.com


 

 

Birds of the Stockade  
Jamie Taft - AKA Captain Eagle Eyes 

 

One of the Birds that I've seen and heard in and around the 
Stockade is the Rose-breasted Grosbeak. The Male is Black 
and white with a red bib, while she is streaked brown, related to 
The Northern Cardinal.  They do come to feeders. wintering in 
Northern South America and breeding up here and further 
north. Both sexes do sing. They have a call note that sounds 
like a rusty gate. 

First Reformed Church Events  

8 North Church Street 
 

Every Wednesday Lunch 11:30-12:30 You have been missing 
out on a great neighborhood event if you haven’t come to these 
lunches! Drop-in lunch and conversation any week in the new 
Covenant Hall.  
Desserts and cash donations will be gratefully accepted. 

March Menu: 4th - Build a Sandwich; 11th - Chinese Takeout; 

18th - Tacos! 25th - Load Your Own Potato 
 

Every Monday, Free Community Yoga, 6pm – 7pm. This 
class is for all levels and led by certified yoga instructor, 
Douglas Goodbee. 

 

Wednesday Evenings in Lent    February 26- April 1 
The Stockade’s First Reformed Church has a long tradition of 
nourishing mind, body and spirit during Lent and the public is 
invited to join in. Ash Wednesday (February 26) featured a sim-
ple supper at 6 pm and worship at 7 pm.  The following 
Wednesdays will feature a meal at 6 pm, classes at 7 pm and 
worship at 8 pm.  The classes and meals are as follows: 

Call It Grace 
Rev. Dr. Daniel Carlson will lead a class on the memoir and 
theological reflection, Call It Grace by Serene Jones, President 
of Union Theological Seminary, who will be coming to First Re-
formed May 2-3 to spend a teaching weekend in Schenectady.  

Crisis in the Context of Faith 
March 4: Church member Sarah Howes will discuss, “My Jour-
ney with God Through Cancer” 
March 11: Rev. Dr. Bill Levering will discuss, “Faith and Future 
Crisis” 
March 18: Church member Kitty Trimarco will discuss, “Faith 
and My Vocational/Financial Crisis” 
March 25: Rev. Abby Norton-Levering will discuss, “Faith and 
My Human Body” 
April 1: Church member Chris Daniels will discuss, “Faith and 
my Alcoholism” 

Centering Prayer… 
…is a centuries old Christian meditation that leads to a more 
peaceful place. Whether renewing an old practice or starting a 
new one, you are invited to attend one, a few or all of the ses-
sions. This is an experiential opportunity with simple guidance 
provided by Mary Carlson and Cynde Schwartz. 

 For the Lenten meals, each week will feature a different en-
trée and the committee hopes volunteers will be willing to con-
tribute.   A sign-up sheet will be available. 
February 26: Lentil and Squash soups with bread and salad (no 
additional cooks needed) 
March 4: Chili, salad, bread; March 11: Lasagna, salad, bread; 
March 18: Soup, salad, bread; March 25: Casseroles/Mac ‘n 
Cheese; April 1: Soup, salad, bread 



 

 “Give yourself  
the gift of yoga” 

 12 

 

Wednesday at the Y 

Beautifully Restored Window on Ferry Street! 
 

- Rob Violyn-Gavel and Dave Lowry  
 

Our c.1904 Victorian home at 29 North Ferry St. has many his-
toric elements, but perhaps the finest is the handsome en-

tranceway, crafted entirely of quar-
ter-sawn oak. Two painted exterior 
doors have full-length beveled glass 
windows. These doors open into the 
foyer which features an interior door 
and matching sidelight, both show-
casing large elaborate beveled-
glass leaded windows. 
When we purchased the house in 
2005, the integrity of the interior 
door window’s many leaded pieces, 
now over 100 years old, was al-
ready in decline. Opening and clos-
ing the door caused the heavy win-
dow to vibrate from its center, and 

eventually, although treated gingerly, it began to bulge slightly 
and some of the beveled pieces began to separate. 
We realized something needed to be done to save this irre-
placeable and architecturally important element. We sent out a 
message on the Stockade Yahoo email group asking for sug-
gestions for a restoration service. Neighbors recommended 
Cohoes Design Glass, located on N. College St. in the Stock-
ade. We received a quote from the owner, Nigel Johnson, 
which we thought fair for this kind of specialized task, but it was 
not inexpensive. Subsequently, Gloria Kishton, chair of 
Schenectady Heritage Foundation, informed us that both the 
Foundation and the Stockade Association were offering grants 
for such repairs. We applied for, and were awarded, both. 
Cohoes Design Glass gently removed the window and installed 
a temporary piece of plywood to keep out the elements. The 
window was transported to their studio, where it was disassem-
bled, repaired, cleaned, and reassembled. The process took a 
few months, but it was well worth the wait. The reinstalled win-
dow is cleaner than it has been in decades, but more impor-
tantly, it is rigid and ready to endure another 100 years. 

Seven Signs in the Gospel of John  

Subject of St. George's Lenten Series  
 

St. George's will be holding a Lenten supper and discussion 
series on Sunday evenings during Lent. A potluck supper will 
start off the evening at 6:30 p.m. in the Great Hall. This will be 
followed by a discussion in the chapel around 7 p.m. and end 
with the Stations of the Cross. The subject will be the Seven 
Signs in the Gospel of John.  
For details, contact St. George's Church at 518-374-3163. 
The first sign, turning water into wine at the wedding at Cana, 
was presented by guest preacher Reverend Mark J. Dunn of 
the First Presbyterian Church. This was on February 23 at the 
Evensong program at 3 p.m. in the church. The rest of the pres-
entations will be made by various guest speakers at the Lenten 
suppers. The signs  are: 

March 1: Healing the royal official's son in Capernaum 
(John 4:46-54) 

March 8: Healing the paralytic at Bethesda (John 5:1-15) 
March 15: Feeding the 5,000 (John 6:5-14) 
March 22: Jesus walking on water (John 6:16-24) 
March 29: Healing the man blind from birth (John 9:1-7) 
April 5: The raising of Lazarus (John 11:1-45) 
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The Witecki Law Office 
8 South Church Street  

Schenectady, NY       

518-372-2827, www.witeckilaw.com 

 

We provide:  Estate Planning, Elder 

Law, Asset Protection, Medicaid Plan-

ning, Probate & Administration, Real 

Estate, and Business Law Services. 

Evening and weekend appointments, as 

well as home visits, are available.    

 

 

Monday – Friday, 11am to 11pm 
(Closed Saturday and Sunday) 

 

Barbara & Michael Naumoff 

Improving the Water Quality of Our Rivers 
 

March 5, 2020   6 PM – 8 PM. 1st Reformed Church.  FREE 
Join Riverkeeper and ECOS in partnership with the 1st Re-
formed Church of Schenectady, Schoharie River Center, The 
Capital Region Interfaith Creation Care Coalition, Mohawk Wa-
tershed Alliance, and Schenectady County Environmental Advi-
sory Committee for a screening and panel discussion of two 
short films by National Geographic filmmaker Jon Bowermaster: 

Source to Sea and Undamming the Hudson River. 
Source To Sea documents the efforts by Riverkeeper, its part-
ner organizations, and 200 volunteer citizen scientists to collect 
monthly samples and monitor the waters of the Hudson River 
and its tributaries, and how the cleaned-up river is being used 
by swimmers, beer-makers, and for drinking water. 

Undamming the Hudson River showcases Riverkeeper’s ef-
forts to restore natural habitat by eliminating obsolete dams 
throughout the Hudson River Estuary.  

A Q&A follows the screenings with Jon Bowermaster, 

Riverkeeper’s Water Quality Program Director Dan Shapley, 
and Professor of Geology and Director of Environmental Ser-

vices and founder of the Mohawk Watershed Alliance, Dr. John 

Garver. 
For more information, contact Rebecca Martin, Campaign Man-
ager of the Water Quality Program at Riverkeeper  
rmartin@riverkeeper.org or call 845-750-7295  

“This Random World”  
Schenectady Civic Players, March 20 - 29  

 

“This Random World,” by Steven Dietz and directed by  
Cristine M. Loffredo, opens Friday, March 20, at its 12 South 
Church Street Playhouse. 
This Random World, one of the latest written by prolific play-
wright Steven Dietz, is an area premier. We want to believe that 
serendipity brings us together, but is that just a myth? Mining 
the comedy of missed connections, This Random World asks 
the serious question of how often we travel parallel paths 
through the world without noticing. From an ailing woman who 
plans one final trip, to her daughter planning one great escape 
and her son falling prey to a prank gone wrong, this funny, inti-
mate, and heartbreaking play explores the lives that may be 
happening just out of reach of our own. 
This Random World runs Friday, Saturday, and Sunday (March 
20, 21, 22) and March 25 through 29.  Friday and Saturday cur-
tains are at 8 pm, Wednesday and Thursday curtains are at 
7:30 pm., and Sundays are matinees only at 2:30 pm. Tickets 
are $20.   
Order on-line at www.civicplayers.org   Or call (518) 382-2081. 

YWCA NorthEastern NY Announces the 37
th
 Annual  

2020 Women of Achievement  
Awards Luncheon 

March 27, 11:30am – 1pm  
At Rivers Casino & Resorts Events Center  

 
Being recognized are nine outstanding women who have dem-
onstrated extraordinary achievements in their career and/or 
community involvement. 
For tickets and more info, please contact Kindra McHale, Devel-
opment Director, 518-374-3394 ext. 105, or email 
kmchale@ywca-neny.org. 

mailto:rmartin@riverkeeper.org
http://www.civicplayers.org/


Stockade Association General Meeting Minutes 

St. Georges Great Hall  
January 16, 2020   

 

Program: Jeff Kehoe, Arborist, ReTree Schenectady -  “Maintaining a Healthy 
Urban Forest” 

Call to Order at 8:04pm 

New Business - Approval of Board Directors, Haley Priebe and Doug Chilton  
Motion made by Brian Taylor, motion passed unanimously. 

Community Forum - Pot holes were discussed. To report pot holes: 518-382-
5151. 

Business Meeting: Approval of Agenda - no changes. 

Approval of November Minutes -Mr. Dayer made motions to approve min-
utes as submitted, Mr. Stern seconded.  They were approved by acclamation. 

Treasurer's Report- Ms. Unger presented the treasurer’s report.  

President's Report - Suzy Unger reported. 

New Business (Cont.) - Mr. Dayer reported on the “Stockade Voices Project.” 

Committee Reports: Membership - Jasmine Roberts reported. 

Events Committee - Colleen Macaulay reported. 

Important Dates: Tavern Night, February 8, 4:00-8:00 p.m., at the Brouwer 

House, setup 3:00; Choral Evensong, Feb 23, 3:00pm, St George’s  

Stockade Association Board Meeting Minutes 

Monday, February 3, 2020 
 

Dirck Romeyn Room, First Reformed Church 
 

Board Members Present: Keith Dayer, Donna Doll, Colleen Macau-
lay, Jasmine Roberts, Peter Rumora, Suzy Unger, Doug Chilton, Ha-

ley Priebe, Robert Stern. Members Absent: Lyn Gordon, Susan Du-

four Guests: Sylvie Briber, Spy Editor 

Meeting Called to Order at 7:05 p.m. 
Review and Approval of Agenda - Agenda approved 
Approval of December 2, 2019 Minutes.  Motion to approve by Ms. 
Colleen Macaulay passed unanimously. 

Treasurer's Report -Ms. Suzy Unger reported for Ms. Susan Dufour. 

President's Report - Ms. Unger welcomed Doug Chilton and Haley 
Priebe, new board members.   
Ms. Macaulay offered to chair the Nominating Committee. Future 
board meetings will be held in the Dirck Romeyn Room at First Re-
formed Church 

Spy Report – Ms. Sylvie Briber reported on February issue of The 
Spy. March issue will contain a notice inviting members to join the 
board in May. 
Standing Committee Reports 

Infrastructure - Board members commented on curb extensions and 
crosswalks proposed for Union and Church Streets. Ms. Haley Priebe 
made a Motion to approve Planning4Places specs for streetscape as 
presented.  Motion approved unanimously. 

Membership - Ms. Jasmine Roberts presented options for cloth bags 
as a membership promotion. The board directed Ms. Roberts to order 
the reusable tan bag with the meatball SA logo.    

 Event Committee – Ms. Macaulay reported on Tavern Night. Board 
approved holding the Sidewalk Sale on June 20, to coincide with 
Daily Gazette  sale at Mohawk Harbor. Stockade Picnic will be held 
on Tuesday, July 28

th
 at 6:00 p.m. 

Old Business: 
Construction Update - New gas connections going in on Green 
Street. 
Stockade Association Website -  Ms. Haley Priebe presented a 
mockup of the new website.  Ms. Priebe will be sending a link so 
board members can comment.  
New Business 
Stockade Cleanup Day – Board approved Doug Chilton suggested 
date of April 25

nd
 to coincide with the annual park clean up day. The 

city will provide dumpsters. 
Motion to adjourn made by Jasmine Roberts at 9 p.m. 

Important Dates 

Tavern Night, February 8, 2020, 4:00 – 8:00 p.m., Brouwer House 

Choral Evensong, February 23, 2020, 3:00 p.m., St. George’s 

Church 

 



MARCH WASTE COLLECTION DATES: 

  All Mondays - 2, 9, 16, 23, & 30 

 

Delivery: Holly VanVoast 

 

 DIDN’T GET A SPY? Find a copy in the box at Lawrence 
Fence, Slick’s Restaurant & Tavern, 127 S. Ferry St. and 
Sch’dy County Historical Society, 32 Wash. Ave. Current 
and back issues are available on the Association Website: 
historicstockade.com  (Click on “Spy” in the black box.) 

 Oxley 

 Artur Wachala 
General Construction 

Painting ~ Roofing ~ Structural Work 
 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

30 Years Experience 

I N S U R E D 
 

awachala491@gmail.com 

 

518-491-7906 or 518-490-2002 

 

President 
Suzanne Unger - 5/2021* 
suzanne.unger@gmail.com 
 

Vice President 
Colleen Macaulay - 5/2020* 
ladymac1129@aol.com 
 

Treasurer 
Susan DuFour - 5/2021* 
susan.dufour@gmail.com 
 

Corresponding Secretary 
Bob Stern - 5/2020* 
bobstern@aol.com 
 

Recording Secretary 
Donna Doll - 5/2020* 
todossantos3@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

Directors 
Keith Dayer - 5/2020* 
jazztubes@yahoo.com 
 
Jasmine Roberts - 5/2020* 
jasmineroberts87@gmail.com 
 
Haley Priebe  5/2020* 
haleypriebe@gmail.com 
 
Doug Chilton  5/2020* 
djchilton27@gmail.com 

 
 
*Dates listed indicate when 
term expires. 

 

 

Stockade Association Board of Directors 
stockadeassociation@gmail.com 

 

You could have  
YOUR advert here! 

Only $35 per issue. 
~ 

Contact Bob Lemmerman 
robertl990@aol.com 
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