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Stockade Calendar 

Stockade Association 
Meetiog:(see page 3) 
"Meet Our County 

Legislators" 
Annual Elections 

Thurs., May 20, 7 PM 
Social,7:30 PM Meeting 

Presenration Awards 
Ceremony 

Wed., May 19, noon 
City Hall 

Dedication of Gateway 
Monument Inscriptions 

Wed., May 19, 5 PM 
Union St. & Erie Blvd. 

Heritage Four·".ation 
Fund raiser 

Wed., May 19 following 
Monument Dedication 
Van Dyck Restaurant 

Park Cleanup Day 
Sat., May 22, 9 AM 

Meet in Riverside Park 
Call Paul Mlodzianowski: 

382-7654 

"Broadway Bound" 
May7.8.9,& 12-16 

8:00 PM, Sun .. 2:30 PM 
Sch' dy Civic Players 

Call 382-2081 

Keeping tradition -
the next Spy be in Sept. 

Sept. Spy Deadline: 

August 15 

Published by The Stockade Association Vol. 40 No. 9 

Celebrate Historic Preservation! 
National 

Historic Preservation Week 

The week of May 16 is 
National Historic Preservation Week 
and, as in the past, the Schenectady 
Heritage Foundation and the Urban 
Cultural Park Agency will present 
awards to several property owners at 
a City Hall ceremony at noon, 
Wednesday the 19th. 

Of special interest is the first 
John L. Zegger Preservation Award 
sponsored by the Stockade 
Association. Please come to City Hall 
to celebrate with your neighbors. 

Dedication of the 
Stockade Gateway 

Monument Inscriptions 

At 5 PM the same day, Mayor 
Jurczynski and all the individuals who 
worked so hard on the Stockade 
Gateway will participate in the dedi­
cation of the monument inscriptions. 

Our own Jean Zegger, Werner 
Feibes and Jim Schmitt deserve 
credit for a job well done. 

Heritage Fundraiser 

The Schenectady Heritage 
Foundation cordially invites you to 
attend a reception in support of the 
preservation activities of the 
Foundation immediately following the 
Dedication of the Stockade Gateway 
Inscriptions. 

Come for hors' d'oeuvres and 
cash bar at The Van Dyck 
Restaurant, Wednesday, the nine­
teenth of May at 6 PM. Donation at 
the door: $25 per person. Patron: $50 
per person. Advance payment: 
please make checks payable to the 
Schenectady Heritage Foundation, 
PO Box 1173, Schenectady, New 
York 12305. Period Costumes are 
optional, but encouraged. 

- Lidia Pasamanick 

STOCKADE NEIGHBORHOOD 
SIDEWALK SALE 

S
9

aturday,
3
June 5 ~~ 

a.m. to p.m. --~ 
{Ruf,. dale: Sun.tkp,; June 6, J J a.m. to .J p.m.) 



(calendar continued from page 1) 

"Solomon Northrop" 
Speaker: Clifford Brown, Union College 

Sat., May 8, 1:30 PM Social, 2:00 PM Program 
Schenectady Historical Society, 32 Wash. Ave. 

Sacred Spaces - tour of downtown Schenectady 
Churches, May 16, 1-4 PM 

3:00 PM, Organ, Bells, & Music Concert, 
First Refonned Church 

Third Annual May Crowning, May 2, following 
9:00 AM Mass, Holy Cross Church 

Mother's Day Mass, Sunday May 9, 9:00 AM 
Holy Cross Church 

Schenectady County Community College 
Dates. Free and open to the public. 

For more info, call 381-1250: 

SCCC Chamber Woodwinds in Concert 
Monday, May 3, 7:30 PM 

Lally-Mohawk Room, Elston Hall. 

SCCC Spring Open House 
Tuesday, May 4, 3:30 - 6:00 PM 

Call the Admissions Office at 381-1366 for info. 

SCCC Guitar EnsembleNocal Chamber 
Ensemble in Concert 

Wednesday, May 5, 7:30 PM 
Lally-Mohawk Room, Elston Hall. 

SCCC Wind Ensemble in Concert 
Friday, May 7, 7:30 PM 

Carl B. Taylor Community Auditorium 
Begley Building. 

SCCC Chorus/SCCC Vocal Chamber Ensemble 
in Concert 

Monday, May I 0, 7:30 PM 
Carl B. Taylor Community Auditorium 

Begley Building. 

Lecture/demonstration 

"Summer in the City" 

For more information, call the Schenectady County 
Chamber of Commerce at 372-5656. 

- May-
Schenectady Art Show, Rotterdam, May 21-23 

Festival of Nations Celebration, May 22 
Niska Day- parade & community events, May 22 

Farmer's Market, downtown Sch'dy, Tues. & Thurs., 10-3 
Free Pipe Organ Concerts, Proctor's, May 18, 12-1 

- June -
Kids' Arts Festival, June 5 

Community Day & Mayor's Breakfast, June 5 
Vale Park Car Show & Barbecue,June 5 
Harley Rendezvous, Duanesburg, June 6 

Vale Park 5 K Run, June 10 
Tow Path Regatta, June 17 

Festa at St. Anthony's, June 18-20 
Summer Solstice Celebration: 

circus theme, music, parade, & fireworks, June 19 
Canoe/Kayak Rides, Lock 9, through Sept. 6 

Jazz on Jay - noontime concert series on Jay St. 
pedestrian walkway, each Wed. 

Farmer's Market, downtown Sch'dy, Tues. & Thurs. 10-3 
Free Pipe Organ Concerts, Proctor's, June 15, 12-1 

- July -
4th of July Fireworks Show at Collins Park, Scotia, July 2 

4th of July Festival, Rotterdam, July 4 
Free Central Park Concert Series at the Agnes Mcdonald 

Music Haven, Sundays, 3 PM and other days & times 
Canalway Trek & Boat Cruise, July 8 

Big Band Hanger Dance, Empire State Aeroscience 
Museum, Glenville, July 10 

Live Water-Ski Show, Jumpin' Jacks Drive-In Restaurant, 
Scotia, Thurs. evenings 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Festival, July 16-18 
Taste of Schenectady Festival, July 28 

Jazz on Jay (see June) Farmer's Market (see June) 

Chef-Instructor, Jill Bosich _ August _ 
Mon., May 10, 6:30 PM, Tues., May 11, 10 AM 

Van Curler Room, Elston Hall. Tuesday in the Park - games, food, fireworks in Central 
Park, Aug. 3 

SCCC Jazz Ensemble in Concert Clown Day, Rotterdam, Aug. 5 
Wednesday, May 12, 7:30 PM Free Central Park Concert Series (see July) 

::==C=ar=l=B=·="=•y=l=o=, =C=om=m="="=ity=A=u=d=it=or=iu=m=, B=eg=l=ey=~-~Jazz on Jay (see June) Live Water-Ski (see July) 

For the month of June: "A Salute to My Father." Over Farmer's Market (see June) 

70 photographs of local and state politicians and well­
known TV personalities as they are today and as they 
were with their fathers. Photos will be displayed 
throughout the first floor of The Schenectady County 
Historical Society, 32 Washington Avenue. 
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Stockade Art Show - Sat., Sept. 11 

Stockade Walkabout - Sat., Sept. 25 



------T
---.. 

. -lt~ 

OF SCHENECTADY, NEW YORK, INC. 
P. 0. BOX 1007, S0-IENECTAOY. NY 12301 

GENERAL MEETING 
TIIURSDA Y, MAY 13, 1999 

32 \Vashington Ave. 

7:00 P.:vl. SOCIAL 730 P.M. PROGRAlvl 

AGENDA 

A. Meet Our County Legisl:ltors - District//] representatives Nicola DiLeva. Peter 
Ciuidarelli and Joseph Pangionc \Vil! present their\ iews on economic development. 
This \Viii be follmvcd with an opportunity to ask questions. 

B. \1inutes of the March. 1999. Gener.:il \feeling, for approval 

C. Treasurers Report 

D. Annual Election !'he l\ninination Committee\\ ill present their slate of candidates 
to fill open positions on the Board of Directors All members present will have an 
opportunity to participate in the voting proce:-s. 
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Schenectady Historic Commission Birds of the Stockade 
On April 19, Schenectady Historic 

Commission met to consider applications 
received for the following Stockade proper­
ties: 

Jamie Taft of Front Street has been interested in birds 
since childhood when he, his mother, Bess Taft, and his grand­
mother went on nature walks. He now summers in 

• 11 Ingersoll Avenue: Michele Pieciuk, 
Kimberly Oram and Elizabeth P. Ulrich 
presented a plan to replace the slate roof with 
architectural shingles. 
• 8 Church Street: SUNY Empire State 
College applied for approval of a new sign. 
• 108 Front Street: John F. Barr, Ill proposed 
to paint and rebuild his fence. 
• 6 Washington Avenue: Elizabeth Rolfe 
requested approval to repair the steps, paint 
and replace some trees. 

Provincetown while researching local 
birds and whales. 

In February, Jamie sighted a 
Northern Goshawk in his garden on Front 
Street. The Northern Goshawk is the 
largest of the Accipiters (latin for "birds of 
prey") and preys on medium to large 
birds. The name "goshawk" is derived 
from the Anglo-Saxon words "gos" for 
goose and "havoc" for hawk; hence, a 
hawk that captures geese. Jamie says 
that he has friends who've almost had 
Goshawks rake their talons over the 
friends' heads.You can recognize a 
Goshawk by its short, rounded wings 

Before you repair or alter the exterior 
of any building in the Stockade Historic 
District, you must obtain approval from the 
Commission. Please call James Kalohn, 
Zoning Officer, at 382-5049 for further infor­
mation. 

and long tail. 

ReTree Schenectady 

We are again offering trees at 
wholesale prices. Please call 382-5152 
before May 12 for inlonmalion. 

Jamie tells us that one of the other raptors to keep an 
eye open for in the Stockade is the Turkey Vulture. This is a 
large brownish-black raptor that soars and glides with its wings 
in a strong dihedral. The Bald Eagle also occurs in the area as 
does the Osprey and maybe even the Peragine Falcon. 

~TOOUR 
'iJlt NEIGHBORS 

The Schenectady Civic Players, a Stockade landmark 
for over 71 years, announces its new five-play season 
and offers a wonderful new subscription bargain! 

Our single-ticket price is now $12, but if you 
become a season subscriber you pay only $40 t That's a 
33% saving to see five first-rate productions of five 
exciting plays: 

PRIVATE EVES 
by Stephen Dietze - October 22 - 31 

84 CHARING CROSS ROAD 
by James Roose-Evans & Helene Hauff - December 3 - 12 

ON THE VERGE 
by Eric Overmyer -January 28 - February 6 

HOW THE OTHER HALF LOVES 
by Alan Ayckbourn - March 17 - 26 

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM 
by William Shakespeare - May 5 - 14 

To order your subscription or for further information, 
call Subscription Chainnan Carol George at 377-9397. 

4 

Happy summer birding! 

MELLO JOY CAFE' 
♦ AMERICAN FOOD WITH A CAJUN ACCENT♦ 

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • COFFEE • DESSERT 

Together, we make 
a difference! 

Please join us at our 
Annual Meeting Breakfast 
at 7,30 a.m on May 26 at the 

Glen Sanders Mansion. 

'" YWCA 
.Schenectady 

44 WASHINGTON AVE 
~CHFNEr'TADY, NY 12305 
Phone: (518) 374-3394 
Domestic Vlo\ence: (518) 374-3386 



Stockade 
Association 
Officers & 
Directors 
1998-1999 

President 
Bob Hayner 
6 Front Street 
374-6216 

Vice President 
Barbara Sauer 
19 Wash. Ave. 
393-8081 

Treasurer 
David Marhafer 
3 Wash. Ave. 
377-0331 

Recording Sec. 
Emily Curtis 
215 Green St. 
381-1818 

Directors to 5/99 
Helen Giulietti 
109 Front St. 
372-6039 

Lidia Pasamanick 
12 N. Ferry St. 
377-0802 

Van Shanklin 
1 Marilyn Drive 
Scotia12302 
399-4407 

Directors to 5/00 
Paul Mlodzianowski 
109 Union St. 
382-7654 

STOCKADE ASSOCIATION 
Board Meeting Highlights 

Stockade website: 
www.historicstockade.com. 

The Board of Directors of the 
Stockade Association met Wednesday, 
April 7, 1999. The Board appointed Lidia 
Pasamanick as corresponding secretary 
until the position is filled by general elec­
tion. The checking account totaled 

Emily Curtis, Board Secretary 

$4,257.65, and the number of members 
totaled 115. One of the goals of the Board 
for 1999/2000 is to increase membership, 
and a membership committee will be 
established for that purpose. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
as Block Representative of Ingersoll Ave. 

Now I would like to thank all of the 
A Big Thank you! 
Once again we were fortunate to people who worked with me over the past 

be spared flooding of the "Mighty Mohawk" fifteen plus years, relaying messages of 
this year. It seems when we hear words flood watch, flood warning, rising and 
like "Flood Watch or Warning" or the river receding of water levels, removing of cars 
is being monitored for flooding, we are from streets - to your neighbors - without 
scared, in fact petrified, because we worry whom, over all these years, I couldn't 
whether the flood of '96 will repeat itself. accomplish this. 
The flood of '96 was called the sixty year I was very fortunate to have each 
flood. If history repeats itself "a hundred and everyone of you on my team. Even 
year flood" is to come but no one can pre- though the people have changed over the 
diet when! years, all were greatly appreciated for the 

As of May 1, l resigned as job they did. A Big Thank You! 
Coordinator of Stockade Flooding and also -Helen Witts, 9 Ingersoll Ave. 

Front Street Pool ,- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
The pool will open 1 

June 5 and close Sept. 1. 
From June 5 to 20 it will be 1 

open 12-7 PM weekends and 
3-7 PM weekdays. Starting 
June 21, lap swims will be 

ils 

' 

Ytt 
\,}_ (A Ladies Onlr Facility) 

<7 A/' JOl/l ,/YOU' ... 7 AM- 7 PM. For schedules 
on swim lessons for all ages, 

1 

family swims, water exercis- 1 

Jennifer Wells es, and for pool fees, pick up : 
17 Wash. Ave. a YWCA booklet or call Ruth 1 

*20 per month for the first 100 
women who sign up 

382-1471 
._ _____ _. at 374-3394, ext. 121. 

393-3654 

Majestic 
Hair 

Salon 

new clients - I 0% discount with this ad 

140 Jay Street • Schenectady, New York 12305 

• Treadmills I Stair Climbers I Bikes 
• Full Circuit of Se/ectorized Equipment 

1 • 2 Personal Training Sessions Included 
• Children's Room - Free Weights 

' 
• Private Off-Street Parking 

1 Hrs: M - F 5:30 am - 10:30 pm 
1 Sat 9.00 am - 3:00 pm 

Sun 9:00 am - 1 :00 pm 

' 
Located above Construction Zone 1 

1 * Based on a one-year contract 
1 with a $20 enrollment fee. 
' 

239 State Street, Schenectady 1 

346,.0110 
' : Bring this coupon in for a free trial week! ' 

' ' 
C ' 
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DB&A 
What is DB & A and what are they doing in our 

beloved Stockade? 
Dennis Bellone & Associates are an advertis­

ing agency and have been located at 249 Green 
Street for approximately 7 years. Dennis Bellone 
founded the ad agency 1 0 years ago. Two years ago 
he added another company to his portfolio, Interactive. 
Both do graphics but, Interactive puts out "super­
graphics." Dennis states that Interactive recently did a 
project for RPI. CatTrax did the recording. Ca!Trax, a 
separate concern, is also at 249 Green. Dennis owns 
the building. Presently, Dennis employs 13 in his own 
agency. For Interactive he sees great potential. He 
plans on hiring 8 -10 new employees in the near 
future! He is dedicated to staying put at his present 
location. He loves the Stockade. He says he has many 

STOCKADE HISTORY 
ONCE MOREi 

In June expect to see a group of students, 
adult students that is, walking around the Stockade, 
listening to their guide, asking questions, and having 
lunch at Arthur's while they watch the Dutch 
Dancers perform. 
This event is part of a SUNY Empire State College 
Summer Residency: THE SCHENECTADY STOCK­
ADE: FROM FRONTIER VILLAGE TO ELECTRIC 
CITY. It is an intensive two day undergraduate cred­
it bearing study, and will be held at ESC's local 
offices in the old American Red Cross building next 
door to the Civic Playhouse. 

Prior to, and following the residency, the stu­
dents will study colonial history of the area, the 
Yates family, architectural and historical landmarks 
of the Stockade, and the growth from Canal Town to 
the Home of General Electric. Professors from the 
College and some of the local residents will conduct 
the seminars. 

Stockade residents are invited to an Open 
House, scheduled for Friday, June 11, 1999 at 5:00 
pm, and to watch the Dutch Dancers perform out­
side Arthur's on Saturday, June 12 at noon. 

We look forward to meeting some of you in 
this little island of antiquity and friendship - the 
Stockade. 

For further information, call the ESC office, 346-
5165. 

-Michaela French 

talented programmers who are mostly natives of 
Schenectady who prefer to reside here because of 
their ties to the community. Dennis states that another 
ad agency - DJ Moore from Albany just moved into his 
building. Great! Keep moving in and staying here. No 
one can go wrong with relocating to the Stockade and 
the city itself, what with recent initiatives regarding 
economic development and so on. 

We live in exciting times while the regrowth 
and rebirth of our city goes on all around with changes 
for the better. And with people like Dennis no wonder. 
By the way, Dennis and his associates are just as 
excited about the re-opening of Arthur's as every 
Stockadian is. Perhaps Dennis wouldn't mine if his 
neighbors stopped in to see one of those "super­
graphics." Sounds like a super business. Could MGM 
studios be far behind to be the next tenant at 249 
Green Street? 

-Gerald Plante 

Neil Simon's 
"Broadway 

Bound" 
at the 

Schenectady 
Civic Playhouse 

Directed by 
Joe Faua 

This is part three of Neil Simon's autobiographi­
cal trilogy. It picks up where Brighton Beach Memoirs 
ended with Eugene and older brother Stanley trying to 
break into professional comedy writing while coping with 
the breakup of their family. May 7. 8. 9 & 12 - 16.8:00 PM 
and Sundays. 2:30 PM. Call 382-2081. Schenectady 
Civic Playhouse, 12 South Church Street. 

DOWNTOWN SCHENECTADY 
MASTER PLAN TEAM MEMBER 

518-370-1576 FAX: 518-370-1578 

SYNTHESIS A R C H I T E C T s 

PLEASE CALL US WITH YOUR QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS 
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New Agnes Mcdonald 
Music Haven 

Designed by our own local team at Synthesis 
Architects on Jay Street, this project will be fin­
ished just in time for summertime concerts in 
Central Park! 

Call the Schenectady County Chamber of 
Commerce for concert dates and limes, 372-5656. 

Saturday, June 5, 1999 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Sidewalk Sale Committee: 

Emily Curtis 
Helen Giulietti 
Mary Kuykendall 
Lidia Pasamanick 

Rain Date: Sunday, June 6, I I a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Questions? Would you like to volunteer to help sell the items at the Stockade table? Call Emily 
Curtis at 381-1818. 

Clip below and return with your payment to: Emily Curtis, 215 Green Street 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

DUE DATE: May 29, 1999 

YES, I will be participating in tbe Stockade Neighborhood Sale. Enclosed is $10 made 
payable to The Stockade Association to cover tbe costs of printing and advertising ($5) 
and city permits ($5). 

Name: 
·---------------------------~ 

Address: ____________________________ ~ 

Telephone: ____________________________ _ 

Are you interested in donating an item for sale at The Stockade Association table? The Stockade 
table will be at the home of Jeff Perlee, 31 Front Street (Please drop off your items the morning 
of the sale- anytime after 8 a.m.). Please list possible items; baked goods are welcome: --

7 



I People of the Stockade 
The Stockade has played host to many histor- that looks out over the Mohawk. 

ical and influential people, so its not Even with all this activity, Hallee maintains a 
surprising that a modern day ------------~ straight A average and when on set. 
"Shirley Temple" might find herself continues her studies with a tutor. 
living here also, on the banks of the This little lady has a clear impression 
Binnekill. Some Stockaders already '\ of who she is and during a recent 
know the Hirshes, particularly ·~ij television interview in New York, she 
young Hallee Hirsh, an 11 year old spoke seriously about how "emotion-
actress whose recent film credits alN she is as well as some of the ups 
for 1998 include "One True Thing" and downs of being an actress. 
with Meryl Streep and William Hurt Hallee is one of the top five child 
and the new Meg RyanfTom Hanks actresses in the country, seeking only 
comedy "You've Got Mail." For to better her last appearance and 
those of us who do know her, its evolving into a wonderful stage per· 
enjoyable to have the opportunity to former. 
watch her grow as an actress and Continuing to stay on top, she 
as a very personable young lady. stars with Ned Beatty in another tea• 

While some her age would ture filmed on location in Buffalo, and 
be off at nursery school, Hallee most recently with Stanley Tucci in 
began her acting career at 3 years his new film, all due out later this 
old, doing commercials for national year. She is currently being courted 
corporations. Eventually her natural by producers for a new television 
talent led to a long·playing role in comedy series, and by Broadway, 
the soap opera "Loving." This past Hallee Hirsh with Tom Hanks working with one of the queens of 
November she starred with Blythe stars in "You've Got Mail." comedy, Miss Carol Burnett. Normal 
Danner and Mary·Louise Parker in family life? Yes! Loving the Stockade? 
the Hallmark Hall of Fame presentation, "St. Maybe," Yes! Living her own personal dream? Absolutely! 
a role in which she clearly demonstrates that she can 
create a character, and not simply appear as a child 
acting as a child. Hallee, like any true artist, expects 
the most of herself and readily confides that, "this per· 
formance was not my best work." Most everyone is 
familiar with Bill Cosby and his Jello comercials; so 
the next time you see that one in which he asks, "Who 
made that?" that little girl who says, "l did!" is Hallee. 
Recently Hallee made a guest appearance on the 
new comedy hit series "Lateline," and if you missed 
that episode on gun control, catch it during summer 
re-runs or check with Hallee's mother. 

• Karen Mahoney 

-EMPRESS®TRAVEL 
Schenectady-Latham 

EILEEN M. JULIAN CTC 
INDEPENDENT SALES ASSOCIATE 

d.b.a. UPPER UNION TRAVEL 
Home Office (518) 346-7474 • Fax (518) 346-7477 

1708 Union St., Schenectady, NY 12309 

Debbie Hirsh is a Navy captain and Stockade 
resident who is serving a command in upstate New 
York, the closest post she was able to assume to be 
near her permanent home in New York City with her 
husband, Mike, son Greg and daughter Hallee. 
Depending on the season, the family gathers here in 
the Stockade to relax, refresh, and to enjoy the 
sounds of the river, the wildlife, those misty mornings 
and incredible sunsets. Hallee, a movie premiere vet, 
is left with a vivid impression of this area; especially 
the Walkabout, the sidewalk sales, the fireworks, the 
Canada geese goslings, and her special treehouse 

(518) 374-3176 • Fa)( (518) 374-8766 • 1-800-653-0231 
Email· empressschenectady@compuser,e.com 

www.!ravelempress.com 
VanCurler Travel dlbla Empress Travel 

CatsCradle Computer Serv,ces 
o.,t,,b,,,,,., · lnh·r,,.t,v,,Wd,s "E-Corrnn<"<«· N,tworks 

17 W.•hii>gton Av•. #2 

Sch..,•ctady, NY 1230!5 

Phone. 518-382-1471 ,._,, 
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Zegger Memorial Fund: A Periodic Report: May 1999 
The day after John died, Greg Sauer, who 

is a fellow member of the Schenectady Heritage 
Foundation Board, and I visited John's wife, Jean, 
and their family. We talked about the projects in 
the Stockade that John was working on so effec­
tively in partnership with the Heritage Board. 
Paramount among them was the expansion of the 
Stockade Gateway, namely that triangle of land 
formerly the Ladd property. It was John's dream 
that it become a landscaped parking park, and 
along with that, the restoration of the Dr. Elizabeth 
Gillette house on the corner of College and Union 
Streets. 

Dr. Gillette was a dynamic woman in her 
lifetime, the first upstate woman elected to the 
New York State Assembly and one of 
Schenectady's early woman surgeons. 

John felt that if these two projects could be 
realized, the Gateway Project would reach its 
fullest glory. 

The idea then developed of establishing a 
memorial fund in John's name to financially help 
these projects to realization. In effect to carry on 
his work. 

Jean and the children were touched and 
endorsed the idea. 

This is a segregated fund in the Heritage 
Foundation asset account and will be used only 
for physical improvements in the Stockade. 

In the past five years nearly $150,000 has 
passed through the Heritage Foundation Fund in 
the support of our mission to preserve and revital­
ize the livability of our historic districts. 

Major funding has supported: 

• Realty Plot legal defense against the zoning 
challenge 

• Grant for recyling and renovation of the old 
Green Street laundry. 

• Grant for the Historical Society facade 
restoration 

• Grant for the 1987 restoration of the Indian 
monument 

• Grant for the publication of the Stockade Signs 
and Surface Survey 

• Funding for the current lecture series: 
"Livable Cities: Building from Strengths" 

• Funding each May to stage the Historic 
Preservation Week in Schenectady and of 
course sponsoring the Stockade Gateway 
Project where public fund raising amount 
ed to $138,000 toward the total cost of 
$384,000. 

To date 60 donors have contributed over 
$10,300 to the John Zegger Memorial Fund. Your 
gift will be greatly appreciated as we work to pre­
serve and revitalize the livability of our historic 
neighborhoods. 

- Jim Schmitt, Chair 
Schenectady Heritage Foundation 

FAMOUS FOR SANDWICHES SINCE 1974 
127 SOUTH FERRY STREET 

SCHENECTADY, N.Y 12305 
(518) 37().-{)()26 

BARBARA & MICHAEL NAUMOFF 

134 DUANE AVE., SCHENECTADY ScHr'lr.CL\L>Y 

IIISTORICAL 
AFGHAN Fine Italian-American 

- DINING -

9 

Now Available 
' Exdusit'dy fo»n 

Tlie open Door 
Bootitan: &:- Gift G&&trety 

,..';!~ .4 l-ocalfy-0,.,,,,d l,,,Jq,n,,knt 
- &>olmorr Sina 1911 

128 JAY ST. • SCHENECTADY 
(S\8)346-2719 

_, MOIi .. s., rG« n.u. 'nl 9 



STOCKADE STOPPER So when did we start calling it "the Stockade?" 
It was in the late 1950's when a few "Villagers" got 

------------;c=a;=•••iii;oiio ii,ii,.,,i"""-7 together and decided that the term "Village" was an 

,., 5 in 
Many say that a rose by any other name would 

smell the same. 
Few would say that the Stockade by any of its 

other names would be the same. 
This Stopper photo shows the name "Stockade" 

chiseled in stone at the Wade Lupe Stockade 
Apartments at Ferry and Libery Streets, one of the 
entrances into the present Stockade. 

The present inhabitants of this, New York State's 
first Historic District, don't bother to reflect upon this 
designation as being exceptional. And yet, not so long 
ago, in the 1940's, it was known as ''the village" and 
before that, in the 1920's as simply "Downtown." Way 
back when the Colonies became a nation, it was proba­
bly just "Schenectady," for at that time it was the seat 
of government. both city and county, it was the center of 
industry, both broom and ship building. And, way, way 
back before the revolution it was the "Schenectady 
Fortification:" the tiny settlement enclosed by a wooden 
fence or stockade. 

A few years after settling here in 1661 the Dutch 
erected a ring of stout timbers set firmly into the earth in 
contact with each other thus forming the barrier or 
defense fortification. This first timber stockade fence 
encircled the tiny settlement and ran roughly along the 
route which is now known as Ferry Street, Front Street, 
Washington Avenue and Union Street. Now a fence is 
probably the most ambiguous construction invented by 
man because its purpose is never entirely clear. 
Sometimes fences are built to keep things in and some­
times they are built to keep things out. Well in this case 
the intent was unquestionably to keep things out, the 
enemy French and Indians that is. But it failed. It failed 
because the gates were left open and unguarded. 
Setting snowmen at the gates to guard their sleep, the 
settlers were massacred and the outpost burned. 

The second stockade was completed around 
1703 and was a larger ring: Ferry Street to the river, and 
along the river to the Binne Kill, along the Binne Kill to 
State Street and along State Street to Ferry. The third 
stockade pushed the east boundary out to College 
Street and enclosed just about what we now call "the 
Stockade." 
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over-used designation like Greenwich Village or "the 
Village" in New York City. To be distinctive we adopt­
ed the colloquial term "Stockade." We started the 
Stockade Association and the Stockade Spy and lo 
and behold we were "Stockaders" living in "the 
Stockade." 

Some know for certain that the stockade fence 
still encircles us. And we are left wondering who we 
are fencing in or who we are fencing out. 

-Jim Schmitt A/A 
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