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ATTN: Sept Spy Deadline -  Aug. 15th, 2020 - Please email editor, Sylvie Briber: rbriber@aol.com 

 Please check the bulletin board at Arthur’s 
Market located on the Front Street side, the 
Stockade yahoo group (see p. 9 for sign up) 
and by joining the Stockade Association mem-
bership email group (historicstockade.com) for 
updates on the following events: Stockade 
Sidewalk Sale, Stockade Picnic and Stockade 
Garden Tour. The May Stockade Association 
General Meeting is tentatively scheduled for 
September.  

Important Information 
 

Help for Schenectady Residents During Current Covid-19. 
Schenectady County Covid-19 Emergency Response Coalition Hot-
line: 518-621-3536.  If you or someone you know is in need of assis-
tance for groceries and basic necessities, please contact the Hotline. 
 

Receive Pump Station Construction Schedule during May and 
summer months by joining the Stockade Association and member-
ship email group.  (historicstockade.com)  You can also Sign Up for 
Historic Stockade yahoo group, instruction on page 9 of Stockade 
Spy. 

“Stockade Blossoms”  
by David Giacalone  

Photo by David Giacalone  

“The Birdhouse Mystery!”  
by David Giacalone  
(Story on Page 4) 

“We do not have enough cattails any-
more along our Mohawk riverbank, but 
the array at the end of Cucumber Alley 
made me hope for more.” 
by David Giacalone  

“Cherry Blossom Delight!” 
by Anne Cushing  

“Cherry Blossom Heaven!” 
by Anne Cushing  

“Stockade Blooms”  
by David Giacalone  

(More Stockade Beauties on the back page.) 

http://historicstockade.com/


 
 

This was a really fun neighborhood project and I would like to do it again! If you don’t see a photo here of you and your dog 
companion but would like to, please send a photo to me, Sylvie Briber – rbriber@aol.com and I will include it in the next “Dogs 
of the Stockade” collection! 

Jerry with Cooper 

Peter & Lynn  

with Reina 

Jack with Porkchop 
Brian with Gabby 

Joan with Cody  

Riley with Rufus  

Mary with Alyse Carley with Simon  

Tom & Laurie  

with Guaca & Mole  
Jone & Scott  

with Buddy & Maple  
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President’s Message - Suzy Unger 
 

As we continue to stay home in order to be safe, the Stockade 
Association Board is monitoring the situation and making deci-
sions about upcoming events on a case-by-case basis. We 
postponed the Earth Day clean up planned for April 25. We will 
let you know once we have a new date for this event. Addition-
ally, we are cancelling the May general meeting. This is the 
meeting where we elect board members and we need to vote 
on a bylaw amendment reducing the size of our board of direc-
tors from 11 members to nine. We hope to hold our general 
meeting in September when we will vote on these important 
issues. 
In the meantime, dedicated Stockaders are monitoring ongoing 
projects affecting the Stockade, especially the construction of 
the new pump station in the park. If you do not have access to 
the email updates, check out the bulletin board at Arthur's for 
the latest information on the pump station. Please let us know if 
you have any concerns or questions about continuing projects.  
I am happy to announce that our round logo has now been 
trademarked. The streetscape banner is pending. 
Even though we are physically separated, we can still keep in 
touch. I know individual neighbors are helping one another 
while keeping our distance. Let us know if there is anything we 
can do to help you. Stay safe! 

 935 New Loudon Rd, Latham, NY 12110 

 

For all Stockade gardeners, The Stockade Association recently 
sponsored a Sunflower Seed give away and all the packets 
flew off the porch of 207 Union Street! But be inspired to plant 
your own sunflowers.   
The Stockade Garden Tour committee is watching the virus 
situation closely to determine if some sort of garden tour can 
happen in August. The Stockade Association will communicate 
any tour ahead of time. 
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Planning on Changes to Your Historic District Property? 
 

Physical changes to the exterior of property viewable from a 
public right of way (including parks and waterways) require 
proper approval from the Historic District Commission (HDC). 
Repairs or painting using like colors and materials do not re-
quire approval (but might still require a building permit). Appli-
cations at: cityofschenectady.com/195/development. Ques-
tions? Call: 518-382-5147. The HDC schedule for the year is on 
the City’s website. HDC reviews applications and then holds 
meetings on the fourth Thursday of the month at 7pm.  During 
the COVID19 state of emergency, the meetings will be con-
ducted virtually. There are two ways to connect: By phone:  
1-415-655-0001, then enter meeting number 618 080 900,  or 
by using Cisco Webex at www.webex.com > enter the meeting 
password: mTPNGJix557  
   

Applications are due three Mondays prior. 

 

 

Visit our website 1stReFormed.com for Online Services and Events 
An open congregation. 518-377-2201 

 
First Reformed Church  
8 North Church Street in the Stockade 
Sundays 
10am Service If you do not have internet you may 
call 518-294-5889 to listen to our service. 
5pm Jazz Vespers  

Everyday 
11am Phone Support 518-294-5889 
3pm Music Every Day Online 

Wednesdays 
12pm - Virtual Lunch Together via Zoom 

http://1streformed.com/


 

 

The Birdhouse Mystery! 
-Sylvie Briber 

 

If you’ve strolled along the river path 

recently, you might have noticed 

some cute little birdhouses tacked to 

the trees. Where did they come 

from? No one seems to know. But 

while Carol D. and I strolled the 

Stockade streets, we found some 

possible clues as we stumbled upon 

some birdhouses in the very same 

style on a couple of houses on North 

Ferry Street. If you know anything, 

please do tell! 
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“Horse With No 

Name! Found in 

gardens on North 

Church.” 

by  

Carol DeLaMarter  

Birds of the Stockade  
Jamie Taft - AKA Captain Eagle Eyes 

 

With the warmer months ap-
proaching, things to keep your 
ears and eyes open for are the 
following: various species of 
Warblers which will pass 
through, Northern Flickers which 
will nest in the Stockade in cavi-
ties, and Common Nighthawks 
which nest on flat gravel roofs. Northern Flicker 

Services are live 10am on Father Matt Stomberg’s per-
sonal Facebook Page (facebook.com/mstromberg66) 
They are later shared on Saint George’s page. All posts 
are public and one need not even have a Facebook 
account to watch them. Also live streaming of the Morn-
ing Prayer at 8:30am and the Evening Prayer at 5:00pm 
Tuesday through Friday. 

 

  
First Presbyterian Church COVID-19 Response: 

Join Our Fellowship Online! 

 

Sunday: Worship Services on YouTube 

Wednesday Night: Prayer Services on Zoom 

Friday Night: Youth Group on Zoom 

Saturday Morning: Children’s Bible School on Zoom 

 

If you are interested in joining us, email Pastor Matt 

Mierski (matthewmierski@gmail.com). It would be our 

delight! 

Search for “First Presbyterian Church Schenectady” on YouTube. 

 

Phone: (518)374-4546 / Email: ifirstpr@nycap.rr.com 



FINDING FUN DURING A CHALLENGING TIME 
 

The good news in this Covid-19 era is that Spring is here, and you can get outdoors and enjoy the natural areas around us, 
practicing safe social distancing by keeping to one side of paths and allowing space for others to pass. Some popular pre-
serves are currently closed because of overcrowding (Plotter Kill and Indian Kill as of now), but there are many other lesser 
known areas to explore. The Environmental Clearinghouse of Schenectady (ECOS) published guides for Schenectady, Al-
bany, Rensselaer and Saratoga Counties. Schenectady alone has 23 listings, many of which are within the city limits. Each 
listing has a general description of the preserve, highlights along the way, and trail map. 
 

Guidebooks can be ordered directly from ECOS by sending a check to: 

“ECOS, P.O. Box 9118, Niskayuna, NY 12309.” 
The cost, including shipping – Schenectady County-$13; Albany County-$18; Rensselaer County-$21; Saratoga County-$17. 
ECOS: The Environmental Clearinghouse email: infor@ecosny.org or visit: www.ecosny.org 

From the Schenectady County Historical Society: 

-Covid-19 Archive Project- 
 

Want to contribute to the archives? You can help future researchers and historians understand what life is like right now and 
how this international emergency changed our world forever. Contribute diaries, scrapbooks, photo albums, letters, songs, 
poems and short stories that show the impact of COVID-19 on you, your loved ones and your neighbors. 

-- Contribute to a global collection:   https://covid19.omeka.net/ 

-- Share your story using our form:  https://tinyurl.com/SchenectadyCovidArchive  
-- Create a personal diary, scrapbook, or photo album (analog/physically or digitally). 
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A Poem for Today 
 

One of our neighbors came across this timely poem: 
 

And people stayed at home 
And read books 
And listened 
And they rested 
And did exercises 
And made art and played 
And learned new ways of being 
And stopped and listened 
More deeply 
Someone meditated, someone prayed 
Someone met their shadow 
And people healed 
And in the absence of people who 
Lived in ignorant ways 
Dangerous, meaningless and heartless, 
The earth also began to heal 
And when the danger ended and 
People found themselves 
They grieved for the dead 
And made new choices 
And dreamed of new visions 
And created new ways of living 
And completely healed the earth 
Just as they were healed. 

~Kitty O'Meara  

What Are Stockaders Doing to Keep Upbeat? 
 

My husband and I are luckier than many. We are both still working full-time but remotely, him as a high school music teacher 
and me as the grants and government relations director for a large health network. Telecommuting has been a challenge so 
we make sure to eat healthily, sleep well, exercise regularly, and stay in contact with friends and family. As someone with both 
professional culinary training and a Ph.D. in microbiology, I am also using those skills daily by brewing my own beer, baking 
fresh bread (both for us and to share), pickling and fermenting various vegetables, and by making semi-gourmet meals using 
random ingredients from our pantry, fridge, and freezer. - Sean Philpott-Jones 
 

The COVID19 epidemic has produced some interesting connections to previous generations. Several months ago, I began 
researching the history of our house at 207 Union St. with the goal of securing a historic house plaque. While my research 
continues, I have learned a lot about the married couple who built our house in 1900, Edward S. Vrooman and Kitty E. Van 
Vranken. They were married in 1888 and raised their two sons Edward and Harold in 
our house. Sadly, Kitty died in July 1918 at the age of 59. By 1919, Edward had re-
married to Harriett L. Whittemore, but in November 1919 at the age of 48, she also 
died. According to their obituaries, the funerals for both women were held in the par-
lor of our house. This certainly piqued my curiosity. Then an observant friend sug-
gested that perhaps both of Edward’s wives had died from the Spanish flu which rav-
aged the world in 1918 - 20. If so, we have a new found connection to, and apprecia-
tion of the struggles of these previous occupants. Perhaps a future owner of our 
house will look back at our history and wonder how we experienced the COVID19 
epidemic in 2020. - Gloria Kishton  
 

I'm swapping photos with my family - wild flowers from my daughter in San Diego 
and wildlife from my brother in Anchorage, including a moose on a bike trail.  During 
my recent walk, I shared crocus, hyacinths and bluets photos and photo of the horse 
behind the Brouwer House. My survival strategy was to stock up on freezer and 
canned goods during the early am senior shopping.  I supplement with twice weekly 
restaurant takeout and the Dunkin Donuts drive-through. - Carol DeLaMarter 
 

The Stockade book club that have been meeting for many years, had their last meet-
ing via zoom and it went well! A perfect time now to catch up on reading some of 
those great books. 
 

My coping strategy is to bicycle in my new purple bicycle shoes! - Joan Mikalson 

“Loveliest of Trees” 
-Sylvie Briber 

 

This is one of my favorite songs that I have enjoyed singing through 
the years. On the recent morning of Saturday, April 18, I looked out 
my front window and saw the cherry tree across the street decorated 
with snow!  It brought this song to mind! It is something of a carpe 
diem poem, urging us to “siege the day” and enjoy life while we can. 
How appropriate at this difficult time! Here is the beautiful poem, 
“Loveliest of Trees,” by A.E. Houseman written in 1896 from “A 
Shropshire Lad.” It was set to a lovely melody by John Duke in 1928.  
 
Loveliest of trees, the cherry now 
Is hung with bloom along the bough, 
And stands about the woodland ride 
Wearing white for Eastertide. 
 
Now of my threescore years and ten, 
Twenty will not come again, 
And take from seventy springs a score, 
It only leaves me fifty more. 
 
And since to look at things in bloom 
Fifty springs are little room. 
About the woodlands I will go 
To see the cherry hung with snow.  
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 “Give yourself  

 12 

 

Wednesday at the Y 

Waste Collection Days 
 

Pick up starts 6-6:15 am. Put waste to the curb the day before, 
after 2pm. Please remove emptied containers promptly. 
 

May, June, July and August Waste Collection Dates 
May – Mondays, May 4, 11, 18 and Tues., May 26 
June – All Tuesdays – June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
July – All Wednesdays – July 8, 15, 22, 29 
August – All Wednesdays – Aug. 5, 12, 19, 26 

Pump Station Construction Creating  

Disruption for Stockade Neighborhood 
 

-Carol DeLaMarter 
 

Neighbors who walk in Riverside Park may have been surprised 
by activity in late March, on the west lawn near the 1913 Pump 
Station.  The long-awaited relocation of the N. Ferry Street 
Pump Station has begun.  Many neighbors are aware of the pub-
lic input process that began in Fall, 2016 and the interaction with 
the City and New York State to design and approve a new facil-
ity.  An initial massive design on the West lawn was replaced 
with the current design that will preserve most of the parkland 
and locate the building within the current footprint, limiting the 
building encroachment by less than 30 feet beyond the existing 
property.  Until construction is completed in 2021, a fence has 
been installed to protect the public and the site integrity beyond 
the old fence line.  A number of trees (6) have been removed 
and a small office trailer brought in to support construction activi-
ties. The Jersen Construction Company and the City are prepar-
ing a Schedule of Work on a bi-weekly basis so residents are 
aware of any disruptions that may impact traffic and parking. 

 

During the planning process, the Stockade Association invested 
time and resources to protect the park and the historic neighbor-
hood.  The city was required to prepare an Environmental As-
sessment through its partner, NYS Governor’s Office of Storm 
Recovery.  During this process, the City committed to maintain 
and preserve the existing 1913 Pump Station and is required to 
have a plan to reuse the historic building once it is decommis-
sioned.  As part of the federal funding agreement, the Stockade 
Association, Schenectady Heritage Foundation and NYS Historic 
Preservation Office have requested input on any proposals for 
reuse.  Contracts for $20.7 million have been awarded but do 
not include any funds for maintenance and reuse of the historic 
1913 Pump Station. 
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STAY TUNED! 

 

STAY TUNED! 

STAY TUNED! 

 
Virtual yoga classes  

Come connect and de-stress! 

Christine Barton, instructor 

518-466-9046  

to find the right Zoom day/time for you! 



 

The Witecki Law Office 
8 South Church Street  

Schenectady, NY       

518-372-2827, www.witeckilaw.com 

 

We provide:  Estate Planning, Elder 

Law, Asset Protection, Medicaid Plan-

ning, Probate & Administration, Real 

Estate, and Business Law Services. 

Evening and weekend appointments, as 

well as home visits, are available.    

 

 

Monday – Friday, 11am to 11pm 
(Closed Saturday and Sunday) 

 

Barbara & Michael Naumoff 

A Great Big Thank You! 
 

I wish to send thanks to the marvelous Stockade Spy Staff for 
their financial management, computer assistance, design skills, 
monthly mailings and delivery to our doorsteps through all of 
Mother Nature’s weather! Thanks to the many folks who have 
written articles and taken photos. Thanks to the wonderful Nott 
Street Office staff for their design and printing expertise. And, 

most of all, I wish to thank our many advertisers who have 

supported the neighborhood with their generous ads. NOW is 

an especially important time to support them!  A heaping big 
thanks to all! 

- Your Editor, Sylvie Briber 
 
 

Support our Stockade Spy Advertisers  
Now More Than Ever During this Difficult Time! 

T i d i n g s 
 

Big Thank You’s go to Colleen Macaulay and Suzy Unger for 
decorating the fence at Lawrence with lights and ribbons to add 
to the beauty and light in the Stockade! 
 

Congratulations to 
Stockade neighbor, 

Susan Brink! The Jazz 
Journalists Association 
recently announced that 
Susan Brink is the re-
cipient of their 2020 
Jazz Hero Award repre-
senting the Capital Re-
gion of NY, citing her 
significant impact to the 
local jazz commu-
nity. She has deep con-
nections to the jazz 
world and is the creative 
force behind “Jazz 
Sanctuary” – the three-
hour, five-nights-a-week 
show on The Sanctuary for Independent Media's non-
commercial radio station, WOOC 105.3 FM and on WOOS 98.9 
FM.  Susan is part of the team that has made The Sanctuary 
into one of the Capital Region’s best alternative stages for 
jazz. They state that she may be one of the most tireless, per-
sistent advocates for jazz that upstate New York has ever seen. 
“‘I’m deeply honored to be chosen for this award,” she said, and 
"the Capital Region has an amazing jazz community, very wel-
coming and supportive. It’s a privilege to be a part of it.”   
 

We send our condolences to the family of Helen Witts, former 
longtime Stockade neighbor of Ingersoll Avenue who recently 
passed away. Helen was the tireless leader of our flood alarm 
team for many years and would personally call everyone whose 
house might be in danger of being flooded so that they could 
prepare in time. 
 

Have any important mentions about our neighbors? Please call 
Sylvie at: (518) 377-0469 or email: rbriber@aol.com so that we 
can include it in our “Tidings.” 

Susan Brink 
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MAY WASTE COLLECTION DATES: 

  All Mondays - 4, 11, 18 & Tuesday 26 

 

Delivery: Holly VanVoast 

 

 DIDN’T GET A SPY? Find a copy in the box at Lawrence 
Fence, Slick’s Restaurant & Tavern, 127 S. Ferry St.  
Current and back issues are available on the Association 
Website: historicstockade.com  (Click on “Spy” in the black 
box.) 

 Oxley 

 Artur Wachala 
General Construction 

Painting ~ Roofing ~ Structural Work 
 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

30 Years Experience 

I N S U R E D 
 

awachala491@gmail.com 

 

518-491-7906 or 518-490-2002 

 

President 
Suzanne Unger - 5/2021* 
suzanne.unger@gmail.com 
 

Vice President 
Colleen Macaulay - 5/2020* 
ladymac1129@aol.com 
 

Treasurer 
Susan DuFour - 5/2021* 
susan.dufour@gmail.com 
 

Corresponding Secretary 
Bob Stern - 5/2020* 
bobstern@aol.com 
 

Recording Secretary 
Donna Doll - 5/2020* 
todossantos3@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

Directors 
Keith Dayer - 5/2021* 
jazztubes@yahoo.com 
 
Jasmine Roberts - 5/2021* 
jasmineroberts87@gmail.com 
 
Haley Priebe  5/2020* 
haleypriebe@gmail.com 
 
Doug Chilton  5/2020* 
douglas.chilton@yahoo.com 
 
*Dates listed indicate when 
term expires. 
 

Two vacancies to be filled 

at Sept. General Meeting. 
 

 

 

Stockade Association Board of Directors 
stockadeassociation@gmail.com 
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“Mohawk Sunset” by David Giacalone  

“St. George's Magnolia”  
by Gloria Kishton  

“A few ‘off season’ visitors! Wild Turkeys 
on Washington.” by James Addison  

“Daffodils in a Neighbor's Garden.”  
by Dianne Crozier  

“Joan Mikalson's new purple bicycle 
shoes!” 

“Bunny Parade” by Gloria Kishton  

“Meet Mr. and Mrs. Merganser, We have 
very good looking neighbors.”  
by Pete Pasternak 

“Lawrence Fence Decorated”  
by Carol DeLaMarter  

“Spring Comes to First Presbyterian”  
by Gloria Kishton  

“Mysterious Masked Workers at Lawrence” 
by Dianne Crozier  

“Supermoon on April 7”  
by David Giacalone  


