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Union Street
Office

 Important numbers
Emergency 911
Non-emergency (518) 630-0911
Police emergency (518) 382-5200
Code enforcement (518) 382-5050
Animal control voicemail (518) 382-5200, ext. 5655

Stockade Association Board of Directors
stockadeassociation@gmail.com

President
Carol DeLaMarter
Ph. (518) 393-4725
cdelam6533@aol.com
Term expires June 2019

Vice President
Colleen Macaulay
Ladymac1129@aol.com
Term expires June 2018

Treasurer
Bob Lemmerman
robertl990@aol.com
Term expires June 2019

Corresponding Secretary
Bob Stern
bobstern@aol.com
Term expires June 2018

Recording Secretary
Suzy Unger
suzanne.unger@gmail.com
Term expires June 2018

Directors
Peter Rumora
peterrumora@twc.com
Term expires June 2018 

Kevin Grace
gracek@hoby.org
Term expires June 2018

Susan DuFour
susan.dufour@gmail.com
Term expires June 2018

Keith Dayer
jazztubes@yahoo.com
Term expires June 2019

Dianne Crozier
crozierd@union.edu
Term expires June 2019

The Stockade Spy
Published monthly, Sept.-May. Deadline for the Feb.2018 
Spy is Jan.15. Yearly and by-the-month advertising available.
The Stockade Spy was founded in 1961 by James D.J. 
Schmitt.
Designed by Werner L. Feibes. First Editor: Barrie Covert.
Editor: Sylvie Briber, 23 Washington Avenue
Phone: (518)377-0469   Email: rbriber@aol.com
Graphic Design: Gloria Kishton Graphics
Ads and Finance: Bob Lemmerman
Staff: Carol DeLaMarter, Suzanne Unger, Beverly Elander, 
Mary Jo Czarkowski, Jamie Taft
Delivery: Owen Miller Printed by Nott Street Office

SIngle STReAm ReCyClIng IS heRe! 
Put all recyclable material into one container for col-
lection. Obtain the new Single Stream Recycling stick-
er at City Hall, Room 9. For answers to your questions 

about trash & recycling, visit: www.cityofschenectady.com, click on 
"services," or call (518)382-5144.

JAnuARy wASTe ColleCTIon DAyS
Fridays, January 5 & 12; Mondays, January 22 & 29. Pick up starts 
6:15am. Put waste to curb the day before, after 2pm. Please re-
move emptied containers promptly.

What’s Up DoWntoWn
Sign up for a weekly update on downtown

art, entertainment and business:
www.downtownschenectady.org

Stockade Association general membership meetings, 2018: Thursdays, January 18 (see 
announcement pg 2), March 15, May 17. Location: St.George's Church, Great Hall. Parking in Green St. lot.
Stockade Association Board meetings - open to all. 1st Wednesday of most months. No meeting 
in January. Watch the Spy for the latest information, or contact a Board member (see page 8).
Tavern night at the Brouwer house. Saturday, February 10, 4-6pm. Join with neighbors at one of 
the Stockade's oldest houses (owned by Sch'dy County Historical Society) to celebrate Stockade history. 
Watch for details about pot luck and brews in the February Spy. Want to help? Contact Carol DeLaMarter.Sa
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Didn't get a Spy? You can pick up a copy in the box on the 
fence around Lawrence the Indian and at Arthur's Market. 
Current and back issues of The Spy can be found on the 
Association Website: wwwhistoricstockade.com - Click on 
"Events and News," then click on "Spy" in the black box.

Join in the work of the Stockade Association!
Most who live in the Historic Stockade neighborhood know 
this is a special place. The specific purpose of the Stockade 
Association is the preservation, protection, and improve-
ment of the neighborhood designated as the Stockade 
Historic District. In the past year the Stockade Association 
leaders and neighbor members have advocated for chang-
es to the proposed North Ferry St Pump Station and have 
worked with City staff on concerns raised by neighbors. 
Small groups of volunteers keep gardens neat, host neigh-
borhood events and even make sure doggie poop bags are 
available in Riverside Park.
By becoming a member of the Stockade Association you 
show your support for this unique urban place. Joining in 
the work through volunteering for limited or major participa-
tion helps leaders and members pursue its purpose togeth-
er. Joining gives you a means to meet neighbors, get advice 
and enjoy all the Stockade has to offer. Participating in Gen-
eral membership meetings or joining a Committee will help 
you share ideas and concerns we can address together.
The Stockade Spy, the official voice of the Stockade Asso-
ciation, is also a volunteer effort. Through it we try to keep 
all neighbors informed about “stuff” that impacts our quality 
of life and fun things happening right here. 
Anyone who lives here can be a member. Use your mem-
bership in the Stockade Association to bring about posi-
tive change in this community. Use it to bring about closer 
friendships with your neighbors. Use it to preserve the his-
tory and architecture of the past while preparing it for future 
generations. Use the enclosed or online membership form 
to show your support.
It is bittersweet that I write this article on membership to the 
Stockade Association as my last action as a member of the 
Association as the Director of Membership. My family and I 
are moving to Miami for a work opportunity. We will miss our 
neighbors dearly and this unique and special neighborhood.

- Kevin Grace - Chair, Membership Committee

January Events @ Arthur’s, 35 N. Ferry St.
Tue 1/2 7pm Open Mic for Storytellers
Wed 1/3 & 17 7pm Doug Chilton on piano
Fri 1/5 7pm Kitchen Jazz
Sat 1/6 7pm Tango, $12 includes lesson
Sun 1/7 6pm Improv Comedy
Mon 1/8 7pm Ukulele Nite
Tue 1/9 7pm Dave Kitchen Jazz Trio
Wed 1/10 6pm Poets Workshop & Open Mic
Sat 1/13 7pm Kitchen Jazz (also 1/21 at 
   2:30pm at Public Library)
Sat 1/20  Noon Belly dancing
Sun 1/21 2-5pm Pop Up Piano Bar
Fri 1/26 7pm Kitchen Jazz
January Events @ Moon & River Cafe, 115 S. Ferry St.
Wed 1/3 5pm Political Round Table
Thur 1/4 7pm Running the River, folk trio
Mon 1/8,15,&29 7pm Doug Chilton on Piano
Tue 1/9 7pm Mark Baptist, oldies & originals
Wed 1/10 7pm Humbird, two women on tour
Mon 1/22 7pm Hootenanny, open song circle
Tue 1/23 7pm Dave Kitchen Jazz Trio

“Bricks and Roots, and 
Trees, Oh, My!” - Sylvie Briber
Things had become serious! 
Husband Bob had fallen in the 
gutter of our street to avoid trip-
ping on the heaving bricks. And 
after that, our lawn care helper 
had tripped on the bricks; her 
knee still is not right! Something 
had to be done.
The honey locust tree in front 
of our house was much smaller 
when we moved in 22 years 
ago. It had heaved up the bricks 
before, a number of years ago, 

and so we had some roots trimmed, the bricks reset and 
price paid. Now the heaving had all become much worse. 
The tree now towered over our house, shedding leaves on 
our roof in the fall, often plugging up the drain and resulting 
in water damage on the interior walls.

gARDen TouR
Initial planning meeting - January 3, 2018, 7pm, 2018. Mo-
hawk House, First Reformed Church, 10 N. Church St., 
contact Gloria Kishton: gloria.kishton@gmail.com
INFRASTRuCTuRE COMMITTEE
Discussion of trees and streetscape - January 10, 2018, 
7pm, 2018, Mohawk House, First Reformed Church, 10 N. 
Church St., contact Keith Dayer: jazztubes@yahoo.com
PReSeRVATIon AnD ZonIng CommITTee
Discussion of at-risk properties and follow-up from Janu-
ary 18 meeting. Contact Carol DeLaMarter for meeting date 
and time: cdelam6533@aol.com or (518)393-4725.

Volunteer 
opportunities

Come 
join us!

continued on pg. 3
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 SCCC - Community 
 Archaeology Program
Non-credit courses for the Spring 2018 semester:
historical Archaeology
Tuesdays, 6-9pm, January 23-April 3 (CFP 106)
Archaeology of the occult and non-western Culture
6-8:30pm, Wednesdays, January 31-March 7 (CFP 126)
Researching/Interpreting Documents in Archaeology
Thursdays, 6-9pm, February 8-April 19 (CFP 109)
For course descriptions and registration information, go 
to http://sunysccc.edu/About-Us/Workforce-Development-
and-Community-Education/Program-and-Course-Catalog 
or call for a print catalog (518) 595-1101, ext. 3.
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President’s Column  -  Carol DeLaMarter

STOCKADE ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP FORM: October 1, 2017 - September 30, 2018
Founded in 1957, the purpose of The Association is 

the Preservation, Protection,and Improvement of the Stockade Historic District.
Regular Membership: Upon the payment of dues, voting membership is available to any individual owning 
property, renting, or owning a business entity within the Stockade Historic District
Affiliate Membership: Upon the payment of dues, any individual or organization not eligible for regular 
membership is eligible to become a non-voting affiliate member designated as a “Friend of The Stockade.”
Dues: Individual - $20; Household - $25; Business owner - $25; Affiliate - $15.
 q  Individual q  Household q  Affiliate
 q  Non-resident Stockade property owner(s)
 q  One designated representative of a Stockade business entity

Name(s)

Address  
Phone  
Email(s) Date  
The Stockade Spy is distributed free to the neighborhood monthly and mailed to non-resident members and “Friends.” 
Please make checks payable to: The Stockade Association
Mail to: Stockade Association Treasurer,  32 Washington Ave., Suite 100, Schenectady, NY 12305

 CUT HERE$

Join on line at: 
www.historic stockade.com
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Killeen Restoration

Stockade Historic District
217 Union Street
Schenectady, NY 12305

Fully insured
Free estimates

Lead paint Certified

Office: 518-374-9514 Cell: 518-253-6709

Tom Killeen, Proprietor

All Phases of Restoration
structural to decorative, basement to roof,
and everything in-between, inside and out
Schenectady Heritage Foundation Preservation Award Winner

mopco.org  (518)577-6726

“Proudly serving the community since 1868”
1519 Union Street Phone: 518-374-6921
Schenectady, NY 12309

www.heritagehome4women.net
Follow us on Facebook

Heritage Home
for Women

(A NYSDOH licensed Adult Home)
Jane Schramm, Administrator

Join now to enjoy 
benefits all year long!

Happy New Year to all Stockade Residents!

As I write this (in December) 
we are experiencing our sec-
ond snowfall. Are you ready 
with a snow shovel and a 
place to move your car dur-
ing snow removal?
Now that it’s January, I’m look-
ing at the past year and busy 
2018. We had a very suc-
cessful Stockade Walkabout 
and are planning a Garden 
Tour in summer 2018. Asso-
ciation leaders and Stockade 
neighbors led the effort to 
fight the proposed N. Ferry St 
Pump Station location on the 
west lawn in Riverside Park. 
Questions remain about how 

the new design within existing fence line and if funding for 
new facility includes protection of the current historic pump 
station from neglect and deterioration. 
One recurring issue heard at neighborhood meetings is 
confusion over which City Department deals with specific 
resident concerns. At the September General Membership 
meeting, we learned about traffic and parking staff. In 2018 
as we meet more city staff, we’ll share information here on 
how to reach out to city hall when you need their help. In-
cluded here is an insert for 2018 Waste Collection dates.  
This is also posted on City website. Don’t put waste out on 
the curb before 2:00pm the day before.
January is generally the final push for Membership in the 
Stockade Association. Having a robust and growing mem-
bership is important as we look for grants to fund projects 

First Friday at First Reformed Church
Friday, January 5, 7pm. Doors open at 6:45pm

Violin & Piano Recital
Mariya Polishchuk, violin and Sofya Maryanova, piano

Works by Handel, Mozart, Chopin, Wieniawski and Dvorak
First Reformed Church of Schenectady, Sanctuary

8 N. Church St., Schenectady, NY.  Phone: 377-2201
Admission: Free        Reception to Follow

Stockade Association 
General Membership 

Meeting 
Who: All neighbors welcome!
Where: St. George’s Episcopal 
Church, Great Hall
North Ferry Street (parking lot on 
Green Street)
When: Thursday, January 18, 
2018 at 7pm
7pm - Guest, Christopher Lunn, new City Building Inspec-
tor and Code Enforcement head. Discussion of resident and 
property-owner issues and efforts to work together to im-
prove compliance.
8pm - Business Meeting. Updates from Committees.  
Election of 2018 Nominating Committee and Director to fill 
unexpired term of Kevin Grace.
Open Forum for any neighbor to say something positive or 
make announcements about “stuff” that impacts the Stock-
ade neighborhood. Welcome to new neighbors. Meetings 
are always a good time to come and introduce yourself, and 
to hear all that is going on in the Historic Stockade!

Our next door neighbors have also been impacted by their 
own honey locust, with its roots plugging up the main and 
causing sewage to back up into their basement many times!
One day on passing by 26 Front Street, I spied Dean and 
Nick from the Plowman Company up on the scaffolding. 
I remembered the wonderful brick work Nick had done in 
front of 1 Cucumber Alley. It occurred to me that maybe they 
could help us with our brick and tree problem.
Jim Plowman met with us to examine the situation. He pro-
posed that we remove the bricks around the tree, expose 
the roots that were causing the problem, and then have the 
city come take a look at it. The city okayed taking the tree 
down, saying that just cutting the roots would cause the tree 
to die. At this point, the tree is considered a "hazard tree," 
which can now cause property damage, in addition to the 
trip hazard that already existed. The decision to remove the 
trees was made with a great deal of thought.
So now, the trees are down, the roots removed and the 
bricks are in the process of being put back down. In the 
spring, we will look to the next steps.
The Stockade Association has taken up the whole tree 
streetscape issue. Keith Dayer, David Giacalone and oth-
er neighbors have become interested and knowledgeable 
about city trees. In August 2016, Fred Breglia, arborist and 
Executive Director of Landis Arboretum (www.landisarbore-
tum.org) was invited to walk the Stockade and assess a few 
at-risk trees. Neighbor Keith Dayer recorded and posted 
this tour on You Tube as "Fred Breglia visits the Stockade,” 
with part 1 and part 2. This past March ECOS (Environ-
mental Clearinghouse of Schenectady) and ReTree Sche-
nectady hosted an arborist walk in the Stockade to discuss 
selection of appropriate trees. And this past April, the As-
sociation sponsored a tree workshop led by Fred Breglia for 
Stockade neighbors.
With the help of knowledgeable neighbors and profession-
als, more articles will be written about our Stockade trees: 
on special structural soil - what it is, why it is important and 
where to get it; on appropriate tree selection; and other is-
sues that come up along the way. Stay tuned!

of interest to Stockade. Please consider joining or renewing 
your membership. Want to help? Feel free to reach out to 
any Board member or attend Committee meetings.
Two final notes. Thank you to First Reformed Church and 
St. George’s Church for making meeting and event space 
available to the Stockade Association. Wishing our very 
best to Kevin Grace and his family who are moving south.  
Kevin has been a very supportive Board member and he 
and Andrew have opened up their home on several occa-
sions to meet and network with Stockade neighbors.   

"...Trees," continued from pg. 1
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URBAN ReStyle
ANTIQUES   n   FURNITURE   n   SALVAGE

180 Erie Blvd. Schenectady, NY 12305
email: lisa@urbanrestyle.com   n   www.urbanrestyle.com

Monday - Saturday 9am - 5pm. Closed Sunday
518-701-8841

4 5

PINHEAD SUSAN’S
38 - 40 North Broadway
Schenectady, NY 12305

(518) 346-6431
Now Open on Sundays 4-8pm

Live Entertainment on weekends
Dining from 11am - 10pm Tuesday - Friday

12pm - 10pm Saturday
Spirits served until closing  n  Closed all day Monday

www.pinheadsusan.com

Team Trivia
Thursdays 

8-10

Open mic
Wednesdays 

8-11

Please support our 
Capital Campaign!

Schenectady
Civic Players
90th Season

2017/18 SeaSon
An Inspector cAlls 
January 26-28 & 31 - February 4, 2018
other desert cItIes  March 16-18 & 21-25, 2018

the school For lIes  May 4-6 & 9-13, 2018
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Phone: (518) 374-3163
Visit our website: stgeorgesschenectady.org

Historic St. George's Church
Episcopal

30 North Ferry Street
Schenectady, NY 12305

8am Rite II (said Mass with hymns in chapel)
10am Rite I (Solemn Choral Mass in Church) 
Coffee hour following 10am service

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, PCA

209 Union Street
Schenectady, NY 12305
in the historic Stockade District

Sunday Worship
10:30AM
6:00PM informal

Phone: (518) 374-4546
Fax: (518) 374-2505

Email: ifirstpr@nycap.rr.com
Website: www.1stpreschurch.org

You are always welcome!

SubSCribe and Save! 
5 plays for $60

5 plays for the price of 3!

The Vischer Ferry Dam – Lock 7             -  Jean B. Zegger
At the general membership meeting of The Stockade As-
sociation on November 16, 2017, I suggested we support 
with a resolution the study announced in the Daily Gazette 
of November 10. The study will start next year and look into 
whether the Vischer Ferry Dam – Lock 7 contributes to flood-
ing in the region. We lacked a quorum, but President Carol 
DeLaMarter said she would have the topic on the agenda 
for the mid-January 2018 general membership meeting. 
She asked if I would write an article with background infor-
mation. Sylvie Briber, Editor of The Spy, said that she would 
include it in The Spy delivered early in January.  
Michael Maloney, librarian at the Schenectady County His-
torical Society, told me that construction of the dam began 
in 1911 and by 1915 was completed with gates operating 
for river traffic. At that time, farmers in Scotia reported in-
creased flooding of their fields and attributed it to the new 
dam. The worst flood on record in Schenectady occurred in 
1914. Unlike Lock 8 and others upstream on the Mohawk 
River, Lock 7 was designed to be immovable without sluice 
gates to release water before and during heavy storms. 
There is a hydropower plant there, under the purview of the 
New York State Power Authority, that generates electricity. 
Through the years, the dam has been suspected of worsen-
ing floods. Decades ago, James Duggan, an architect and 
Stockade resident, began studies which pointed to the dam 
as the cause of recurring flooding. His studies have been 
supported by Union College geology Professor John Garver 
and by retired Department of Environmental Conservation 
Engineer Russ Wege. Editors of the editorial page of The 
Gazette have written articles with captions such as the fol-
lowing: “Flood of Indifference for the Mohawk” (11/20/08); 
“FEMA Flood Scope Should Include Lock 7” (1/13/13); 
“Who Will Fix the Dam at Lock 7?” (2/28/13). An editorial 
on March 22, 2013 stated that “…the technology exists to 
fix the problem, but first it has to be recognized by the vari-
ous state and federal agencies with jurisdiction.” On Octo-
ber 29, 2017, Sara Foss, Gazette columnist, wrote “Lock 7 
Dam’s Role in Flood Merits Scrutiny”. She pointed out that 
retrofitting Lock 7 would be costly, but so would raising and 
moving Stockade Historic District houses in the flood plain. 
Tropical Storm Irene in 2011 caused the greatest flood dam-
age to the Stockade, Community College, and surrounding 
area in over 50 years. Since that event, mitigation efforts of 
the City have mainly focused on the raising of buildings and 
developing guidelines with the Schenectady Historic Dis-
trict Commission. The study planned for next year is long in 
coming, but it is encouraging and will be revealing. It could 
provide an alternative way to protect houses. 
This will require independent investigators, without special 
interests, to conduct comprehensive studies. If retrofitting 
the dam with flood gates can diminish flooding, homes at 
risk in the Historic District could retain their architectural in-
tent. This would be in keeping with the Stockade Associa-
tion’s mission of preservation. 

Shapenote Singing 
Weekly at St. George's, in the Great Hall 
All are welcome (you don't need to know 
how to sing or read music) to experience 
the old-time harmonies of the Sacred Harp 

tunebook every Wednesday from 6 - 8pm. More informa-
tion at albanysacredharp.org. Free - all ages - loaner books 
available. Come join us, and let your friends who love to 
sing know about this new opportunity. 

December 6, 2017 Board Meeting Summary
President’s Report: Update on Pump Station-FOIL (Free-
dom of Information Law) Request was submitted on advice 
of attorney. Preparing for public comment that may be final 
phase of project review. Our focus is on the fate of the his-
toric pump station and funding for its restoration and main-
tenance. Schenectady Heritage Foundation will offer addi-
tional financial support for professional services.
· Ad Hoc Park Committee will meet on December 13.
· City Council vote on Bike Master Plan - December 11.
· Two Centennial markers were reinstalled in Liberty Park.
highlights of Standing Committees
historic Preservation and Zoning - Code enforcement is-
sues at 308 Green St. are being addressed.
Finance - The fiscal year ended September 30. A year-end 
report is available upon request.
Safety - Colleen Macaulay reported Schenectady Neigh-
borhood Watch received an award for 2017 National Night 
Out. Discussion of securing delivered packages.
Infrastructure - Keith Dayer reported on investigating pro-
cess and options for replacing street trees. Article is being 
prepared for January Spy. Committee meeting planned; 
looking for several interested volunteers.
membership - Kevin Grace reported that members enrolled 
as of December 10, will be recognized in the January Spy 
along with an article on importance of membership.
nominating - Committee must be elected at the January 18 
General Membership meeting.
new business - Director Doug Chilton proposed creating a 
Trash Team as part of Beautification Committee. Doug will 
organize volunteers to regularly clean up trash in the Stock-
ade. All volunteers are welcome. The Stockade Association 
will provide bags, tools and recognition. Thank you, Doug!

new year Recycling Tips
If you’ve resolved to clear out your closets or 
are making room for new gadgets keep in mind:
• All textiles are 100% recyclable and can be 
dropped off at a community clothing drop-off 
bin. Items accepted include all types of cloth-
ing regardless of condition, linens (sheets, towels, curtains, 
pillows), shoes and boots. Donations do not need to be in 
perfect condition. Stains and holes are OK. There’s a bin 
behind the YWCA on Washington Ave.
• E-waste like TVs, computer monitors and hard drives and 
laptops can be left for weekly City trash pickup. Other elec-
tronics and appliances can be dropped off at the Schenect-
ady County Compost Facility with valid permit.
• Place plastic shopping bags (and other film plastic) in bins 
at large grocery and discount stores. Develop a new habit 
of always shopping with reusable bags.

One of the Birds that I've seen in 
and around the Stockade through-
out the year is The Northern Car-
dinal. I have seen them on wires 
across from St George's Church 
early in the AM singing or chip-
ping. Their chip call is metallic. 

Both sexes sing. See if you can notice them singing or 
frequenting your backyard. They do come to feeders also.   

northern Cardinal - Capt. Eagle Eyes (Jamie Taft) 

Full Seroca Shop • #YSI • Foreign & DolllllStlc Knowledge • IIslld cars Sold 

•ASEC11111N 
...,IIICllllllca 

• Eleclrlcal.Ca1111lllrlall 
~ 

•UIIIIINlc.r.a, 
rraa,o,tallN 

www.mr:gregorauto.r:om 

HOURS: 
Mon-Fri 

8am-5:30pm 
Sat 8am-12pm 

1015 ERIE BLVD. • SCHENECTADY, NY 12305 
(518) 346-1151 • FAX (518) 372-9937 

Tlie open Door 
Bookstore & Gift Gallery 
A Lxally-Dwned Independent 

Bookstore Since J 97 J -~f 
12UAY Tiff •SCHE l!CTADY 

(518) 346-2719 
www.opendoor-book$t.ore.com 

Music by ANDREW LLOYD 
lyrics by TIM RICE 

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 

Home Services 

n S. Chunti, St 
Schenectady 12305 

513-382-2081 
www.dvi(lll:ty@~.tJci 

Brigitta Strelka, CBR 
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson 

Blake, REALTORS• 
2331 Troy Schenectady Road 
Niskayuna, NY 12309 
Office 518-388-9111 
Fax 518-372-1986 
Cell 518-428-4712 
bstrelka@bhbsblake.com 

ti) "-i:llfflbcrofr.hcr~~11:1vlBttHAl'llliittt.LLC. 
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Slick’s Restaurant & Tavern
FAMOUS FOR SANDWICHES SINCE 1974  

127 SOUTH FERRY STREET
SCHENECTADY, NY 12305

(518) 370-0026

BARBARA & MICHAEL NAUMOFF

Fine Food and Service in an Historic Setting

One North Church Street (518) 346-3400
Schenectady, NY 12305 fax (518) 346-3393

A Lounge, Banquet Facility, 
and Inn in the Historic 
Schenectady Stockade

WINE 
 WEDNESDAY

w i t h t h e p u r ch a se of a n y en t r ée • Must be 21 y e a r s or older 
31 nort h Jay st.  sch en ecta dy  • 518-377-9800

50% O F F
WINE    BOTTLE

.................. 
FEATURING.................. 
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YWCA NorthEasternNY  is dedicated to eliminating racism, empow-
ering women and promoting peace,  justice, freedom, and dignity for all. 

●  Domestic Violence Services  

 Housing Programs 

 Early Learning Centers  

●  Health & Wellness Programs 

 

 

  

YWCA NorthEasternNY 

44 Washington Ave 

Schenectady, NY 12305 

Phone 518.374.3394 

DV Hotline 518.374.3386 

www.ywca-northeasternny.org  

@

Lunch, Dinner,
Live entertainment

www.vandycklounge.com
237 Union Street
Schenectady, nY 12305
348-7999
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Planning on Changes to your 
historic District Property?

Physical changes to the exterior of property viewable from 
a public right-of-way (including parks & waterways) require 
prior approval from the Historic District Commission (HDC). 
Repairs or painting using like colors & materials do not re-
quire approval (but may still require a building permit). Appli-
cations at: http://cityofschenectady.com/development.htm. 
Questions? Call Rima Shamieh, Assistant Planner at (518) 
382-5199 ext. 5388, or email: rshamieh@schenectadyny.
gov. The HDC reviews applications the 3rd Mon. of each 
month, at 7pm, at City Hall. Applications due 2 weeks prior. 

DANIEL C. ERTEL CPA, P.C.
Admitted to Practice, U.S. Tax Court

148 Clinton Street
Schenectady, NY 12305

Tel. 518-346-4011  k  Fax 518-346-4014
Website at www.dcecpas.com

Tax Return Preparation
Income & Estate Tax Planning

Solving Tax Problems

Christine Galvin
LICENSED REAL ESTATE SALESPERSON, CbR

123 Lakehill Road
Burnt Hills, NY 12027
Office: (518) 384-1117
Fax: (518) 384-0957

www.purdyrealty.com
Cell (518) 649-7428

christineagalvin@gmail.com

 
Witecki Law Office 
 8 S. Church Street, Schenectady, NY 

 

 Asset Protection 
 Wealth Preservation 
 Medicaid Applications 
 Nursing Home Planning 
 Probate Administration 

 Wills & Trusts 
 Elder Law 
 Estate Planning 
 Real Estate 
 Guardianships 

 
 

518.372.2827 
 

WiteckiLaw.com 
 

Phone 518-346-0423

ScHeNectADY HeritAge FOUNDAtiON
 - Gloria Kishton, Chair

Meet Schenectady’s New Building Inspector
Code enforcement is an important tool we can use to help 
preserve our historic architecture and districts! In Decem-
ber, Stockade Association President, Carol DeLaMarter and 
I met with Chris Lunn, Schenectady’s new Building Inspec-
tor and head of the Code Enforcement office. Chris comes 
to Schenectady from a long career in the construction in-
dustry in the town of Colonie. 
One of his first tasks has been analyzing the building de-
partment. He plans to recommend changes and legislation 
to streamline processes which he hopes will result in ef-
ficiencies and better results. One of his priorities is working 
more closely with landlords, developing a better working re-
lationship between them and the city. To help with the work 
load, Chris also reported that his department will hire 2 new 
employees in January.
During our meeting, Chris explained the process of reporting 
a code violation. The codes department must follow specific 
legal parameters and time lines set by law. Unless there 
is a clear threat to the health and safety of the public, all 
reported violations follow the same lengthy legal procedure.  
He also explained the differences in the various permits that 
may be required for different building projects. Any project 
that alters a structure requires some type of permit. For ex-
ample, electrical or plumbing permits ensure that projects 
are undertaken in a safe manner and result in outcomes 
that meet NYS codes. These  types of permits have fees. 
For minor projects, there is a permit named “ordinary repair” 
that is free. By posting this permit in your window, you avoid 
the possibility of an unpleasant knock on your door by a city 
code inspector, which can cause delays and hard feelings.
Other departments deal with different code complaints. 
The “nuisance department” deals with issues like unshov-
eled sidewalks, graffiti, unregistered vehicles, and garbage. 
These complaints can be reported to Kevin Regan, at (518) 
382-5144, ext. 5086. Sidewalks in disrepair can be reported  
to the Engineering Department by calling (518) 382-5093. 
Of course, you can also report code violations to the Bureau 
of Code Enforcement, which will follow through on the legal 
procedure required for citations; call (518)382-5050.
Chris has accepted an invitation to speak with neighbors at 
the January 18th Stockade Association General Member-
ship meeting. Please attend to welcome him and have all 
your code enforcement questions answered!

Resolve to start your new year right!

     Tidings
We are saddened by the passing of Stockade neighbor, Ja-
mie Lynaugh, of Green Street. Jamie was a beautiful and 
caring member of our community and we send her a bou-
quet of yellow roses to let her know we miss her. Condo-
lences go out to Jamie’s family.
We say goodbye to two special Stockade neighbors: board 
member and membership chair, Kevin Grace, and St. 
George’s music director, Andrew Krystopolski. We thank 
them for hosting many lovely neighborhood parties at their 
home and wish them luck in their new adventures.
If you are new to the Stockade, or know of a new neighbor 
or someone moving away please contact Sylvie Briber at 
(518)377-0469 or rbriber@aol.com to have your news in-
cluded in Tidings. 

Sign up for the historic Stockade yahoo group
1. Send a blank email to: 
 historicStockade-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
2. You will receive an email asking if you really want to join. 

Hit “reply.”
3. Problems? Email: dalemiller33@hotmail.com
4. Please pass this information along to friends & neighbors.

Federal Historic Tax Credit update
On December 2, the US Senate passed the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act by a narrow margin of 51-49. Unlike the House 
version of the bill, which would eliminate the 20% Feder-
al Historic Tax Credit, the Senate version retains the 20% 
credit. Senators Schumer and Gillibrand have consistently 
supported the federal Historic Tax Credit.
According to National Park Service data, during the 2016 
fiscal year NY State led the nation in investment incentivized 
by the federal Historic Tax Credit, with over $831 million in 
that year alone. In 2016, the Historic Tax Credit created al-
most 14,000 jobs in NY State, where we again led the coun-
try in Historic Tax Credit job creation. Projects completed as 
part of this Credit program also generated over $242 million 
in local, state, and federal taxes. These investments reflect 
projects in every corner of our state.

The holiday season now is just about winding down. What 
to do with that lovely Christmas tree?
I will be taking mine out to our garden and hanging presents 
on it for the birds! You can cut out squares from onion bags 
or any mesh-like material, fill the squares with balls made 
of peanut butter rolled in bird seed, tying the ends together 
with a ribbon or string and making a loop for hanging. Or 
you can hang pinecones with the peanut butter-seed mix-
ture pressed in. Then watch for the pretty birds to come and 
enjoy a winter feast.

Second-Hand Rose  -  Sylvie Briber
“Oh, Christmas Tree, Oh, Christmas Tree”

~._._......._. ...._.Th•••••• 
Stockade 
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YWCA 
ISONA 
MISSION 

KnpaluYoaa 

Ch115tin< fklrt4'll - lru[mctlJf 

Y\-VCA sdt,n«Mify 
44Wruhir1.9tor1A\'it_ 

(Od tll!t owl to ht ct\' nwmbtr) 
~•8-J74-JJSJ4 

Wtdntsda!Js 5:30 - 6:45 
or 

Sundays 8:30 - 9:45 
~S0.00 ,vr S \\'ti• Sffiion 

hs.OO •frll'p infu 

PURDY 
REALTY 

JOIN THE 
LOCAL FOOD 
REVOLUTION 

We are building a new. full
time cooperative market 

featuring local. organic and 
sustainably produced 

natural foods In 
downtown Schenectady. 

Electric City Food Cooperative 
PO Box 1416. Schenect.idy. NY 12301 

Contact: Kat Wolfram 
(518) 322-6628 

www.electrlccltyfood.coop 

'OT-FOR-PROFIT• NON DE 'OMI, ATIO AL 

vale- valcccn1ctcry.org 

Serene • Prestigiou 
Affordable 

atural urial :va·lable 

Burial Lots from $875 
G1rave Openings $625 

r 

Cremauon Burial Lots $175 
Cremation Burial Grave Openings $250 


