
Stockade Calendar 

Stockade Association 
General Meeting 

Thurs., Nov. 9 (see page 3) 

Stockade Tree Lighting 
Sun., Dec. 3, 5 PM 

At the Indian 

"Holiday Experience" 
Open House, Sat., Nov. 4, 
5 - 9 PM, Ideas for gifts, & 

home, Experience and 
Creative Design, 510 

Union St. (new location) 

Ellen Gootblatt, Humorist 
speaks about relationships 

Wed., Nov. 8, 6 PM 
SCCC Van Curler Room 

Elston Hall, Free to Public 

"Taize Prayer Service," 
Sat., Nov. 11, 5:30 PM 

All welcome, St. George's 
Church, 30 N. Ferry St. 

"Hudson River Day Line" 
Speaker: Malcolm Horton 
Sat., Nov. 11, 1 :30 PM 

Refresh., 2:00 PM Program 
Sch'dy Historical Society 

32 Washington Ave. 

Third Saturday Poetry 
at Arthur's, Sat., Nov. 18 
7:30 signup, 8 PM reading 

Thanksgiving at the 
Mohawk Club (page 8) 

Thurs., Nov., 23 

December Spy 
Deadline Nov. 15 

Published by The Stockade Association Vol. 42 No. 3 I 
Home for the Holidays - Nov. 21 - 26 

Light Up The Stockade! 
Think Christmas! "Home for the 

Holidays" is the theme for the 
Schenectady community-wide celebra
tion on the week of the downtown 
Christmas Parade - November 21-26. 
Proctor's Theatre will be dressed up 
with over fifty decorated trees, along 
with many musical delights on stage. 
Other events include a juried Craft Show 
at City Center, and gingerbread house 
decorating workshops. State St. will be 
all lit up, and the charming old Carl's 
windows will be recreated. 

The Proctor's Holiday Preview 
Party kicks off the week on Tues, Nov. 
21 (see Spy Calendar, page 2). · 

There will be Carriage Rides 
through our quaint streets on Friday and 

Saturday afternoon and early evening, 
Nov. 24 & 25 for a "White Christmas in 
the Stockade." Three Stockade estab
lishments - Slick's, Arthur's, and the Van 
Dyck - will be open to warm neighbors 
and visitors with refreshments. 

So please deck your houses, 
especially with white lights, and white 
light candles in the windows. For those 
two nights at 5:00 PM, you could set out 
luminaries made from white bags and 
tea or votive candles, kept in place with 
kitty litter, all available at Arthur's 
Market. Also, there will be an award for 
the best decorated house: deadline, 
Monday, November 20th. at 6 PM. 

Read the Gazette, or call the 
Chamber, 370-5656, for more details. 

Walkabout 2000 
Perfect weather and a plethora of activities 

were just the key for another successful tour of 
old homes in the Stockade. About 650 visitors 
walked about the Stockade on the sunniest day 
in a while and toured eight homes, churches, the 
Historical Society, and the first ever antique car 
show in the Stockade. They enjoyed entertain
ment provided by Curragh and In Good 

Company. Carriage rides added to the nostalgia. 
Anne Bernat, Sylvia Briber and their committee arranged a fabulous tour. 

Harold and Debbie Schneiderwind organized the car show with 30 antique vehi
cles, from a 1906 Cadillac to some of those fine cars we remember from the S0's 
and 60's. 

Many, many thanks to all the ticket sellers, docents, and tour guides who 
volunteer their time to help show off our neighborhood. The homeowners, of 
course, are the real stars of the show and we thank them profusely. Without their 
efforts there would be no tour at all. Virtually all of the neighborhood's history was 
on display with homes covering the period 1720 to the late . 
1900's. Those who experienced the auto flashback were pretty (continued on page 2) 



(calendar continued from page 1) PAIU~Et .. PIJST ... I,tUS 
SCCC Fall Open House, Thurs., Nov. 16, 3:30 - 7 PM, degree programs, 

how to apply, & financial aid opportunities. Call 381-1366 for info. 
~""~nl~C~..i!ilnfflmr.ii'Zli 
~~~,~ 

"The Rise and Rise of Daniel Rocket" The SCCC Players, Thurs., Nov. 16, 
8 PM, Fri., Nov. 17, 2:15 PM & 8 PM, Sat., Nov. 18, 8 PM 

$3, seniors/students, $5 gen. SCCC Auditorium 

Proctor's Holiday Preview Party, Tues., Nov 21, 5-8 PM, Proctor's Stage, 
Hors d'oeuvres, "Goldie," the Wurlitzer Organ, Silent Auction of Selected Trees, 

$25/person, RSVP by Nov. 15, call 382-3884. 

Store Hours 
M-F 8:30am-6pm 
Sat. 10am-4pm 

Community Worship Service with First Presbyterian Church at 
St. George's Church, Wed., Nov. 22, 7:30 PM. All welcome to attend. 

" Your Store for Business Solutions" 

l!l Shipping Services II 
l!l Copies 

"Twelfth Night," presented by The National Shakespeare Company, 
Mon., Nov. 27, 7 PM SCCC Community Auditorium, Free to Public 

l!l Private Post Boxes 
II Fax Services ~1or 

l!l Color Copies ~ 

(Walkabout continued from page 1) 

unanimous in their votes and praise for the best of show 
award in the car show: Ed and Betty Stoodley brought 
their 1932 Auburn Speedster down to the show and the 
cream and blue colored special turned heads all the 
way through the day. The people's choice award went 
to Gerald Sichel (owner) and Bruce Armer for their 1906 
Cadillac. It's obvious that these owners put as much 
into restoration and preservation of their vehicles as we 
do to our houses. It was a pleasure to have them as a 
part of the Walkabout. 

Through these efforts we were able to create 
net proceeds of approximately $7,400 which will go a 
long way towards encouraging preservation in our 
neighborhood. So congratulations everybody for anoth
er job well done. Interested in planning next year's 
Walkabout ? Just contact Anne Bernat or Sylvia Briber. 

m Computer Work Stations 
11J Office Supplies 

Horses to Horsepower 
A 1961 Lincoln Continental was seen at the recent car 
display during the Stockade Walkabout. This particu
lar car was originally purchased at Van Curler Motors 
by Mrs. Louise Carmichael, who lived on Union 
St.The Carmichael family once raised race horses 
and kept them in stables in the Stockade. They even
tually traded horses for horsepower. Ford Motor 
Company received an award for the design, beauty, 
and elegance of the 1961 Lincoln Continental. The 
car has always been family owned and was fully 
restored by Harold Schneiderwind, the great nephew 
of Louise Carmichael. It has won numerous, major 
awards throughout the east coast for originality and 
excellence. 

Pinhead Susan's, Herald Printing, and The Spy 
(A postscript to Diane Buckley's article in the 

May Spy about Pinhead Susan's) I enjoyed the article 
and just wanted to add that the building had another 
use, associated with the Stockade: It was the offices of 
"Herald Printing," and for many years the SPY was 
printed there. The staff were always very helpful, and 
cooperative when deadlines loomed. In those days we 
did not have computerized layout, rather it was all cut 
and paste, and while this may not have been the most 
efficient method, it was the best for that time period. A 
bonus was that we, the staff, became very close 
friends, spending time to look at, comment on, and 
suggest ways to better present the hard copy. We still 
stay in touch as much as possible. There were no 
changes in our crew and the meetings were a happy 
blend of work, social gatherings, and, of course some 
goodies to sustain us. The Herald was convenient and 
one or the other of us would run over with the items, 
which, as time went on, did become a bit better orga
nized as we did our own cut and pasting. When the 
Herald moved to Upper Union Street it was not quite 
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as easy, but it worked well and there was a good 
sense of loyalty between them and us. I wonder if the 
Herald people might have some history they found that 
could add to Diane's story? 

I noticed a review of Pinhead Susan's in a 
Sunday Gazette (September 3). The heading and the 
article seem not to agree, as "the food was nothing 
special," in the heading did not prepare me for "the 
main dish was much more than I had hoped for," and 
other rather complimentary comments in the article. 
True, the food is not exceptional, but the heading led 
me to believe it much worse. I have eaten there and 
found the service good, the ambiance fine, and the 
food a cut above many small medium priced local 
restaurants. After all, the reviewer notes that the bill for 
two was $27.31. A bargain these days. In Diane's arti
cle she said that the owners spoke of a "quiet back
ground" as their intent. The noise level was my only 
complaint! This last paragraph is, of course, a subjec
tive reaction, not a formal review! 

- R. Michaela French 
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Stockade Association 
General Meeting 

Thursday, November 9, 2000 

Social 7:00 PM Meeting 7:30 PM 

Schenectady County Historical Society 
32 Washington Avenue 

AGENDA 

Greg Solomon - Jay Street Merchants Association 
introduction, update and promotion 

Walkabout Encounter 
On the morning of the Walkabout, a car with two couples pulled up as I was sweeping our sidewalk. One 

of the women asked me if I could tell her the ages of some of the houses. I told her our house was built in 1815 
and was one of the newer ones; then I asked if they were here for the house tour. 

She didn't know about the tour, as they were from South Dakota and were just driving through. I told 
them about the Walkabout, ran in the house to get the Gazette article and sent them on their way with direc
tions, hoping they would join the tour. 

Later, when I stopped at the First Reformed Church to chat with Sue Bennett who was selling tickets I 
spied the Dakota car parked near the ticket table. Sue said they had bought tickets and were thrilled with the 
prospect of visiting some of the houses. They had decided to take a swing through Schenectady because one 
of the men was of Dutch ancestry. The other man was an antique car buff so it was serendipity all around. 

- Susanna Sherwood 
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Stockade 
Association 

Officers & 
Directors 
2000-2001 

President 
Joseph Fava 
27 Ferry Street 
374-6190 

Vice President 
Susanna Sherwood 
142 Front Street 
346-5735 

Treasurer 
Meredith Anker 
4 Washington Ave. 
347-2742 

Recording Sec. 
Jennifer Wells 
17 Washington Ave. 
382-1471 

Corres. Secretary 
Joe Bernat 
216 1 /2 Union St. 
393-5770 

Directors 
Bob Hayner 
6 Front Street 
374-6216 

Emily Curtis 
215 Green Street 
381-1818 

Connie Colangelo 
111 North Ferry St. 
374-7355 

Bill Gocha 
17 Front Street 
347-1720 

Brad Fisher 
27 Front Street 
393-4605 

Kathleen Koral 
17 Front Street 

STOCKADE ASSOCIATION Jennifer Wells 

Stockade website: www.historicstockade.com. Recording Secretary 

Board Meeting 
Tuesday, October 3, 2000 
At the Stockade Association's 

Board of Director's meeting held October 
3, 2000, Joe Fava reported that Bob 
Farley said the Gillette house is "a done 
deal" save for the public hearing on clos
ing South College Street which will be 
held on October 10. Meredith Anker 
delivered the treasurer's report with a 
balance of $4,667.07 in our checking 
account not including the Walkabout. No 
change on the certificate of deposit was 
reported due to its short-term nature. 

The board received committee 
reports on the City Council committee 
meetings from Bob Hayner for 
September 18 and Bill Gocha for October 
2. The Park Committee reported that the 
city cleanup of the riverbank was com
pleted. A motion was passed to purchase 
more bags for the doggie-pot stations not 
to exceed $100. Bylaws committee set a 
meeting for October 19. After some per
sistent discussion, the issue of historic 
signage was again tabled. The issue of 
starting a dedicated Stockade District 
Fund for Historic Restoration was 
referred to the Finance Committee for 
study. Joe Bernat reported that atten
dance for the Walkabout was off this year 
by about a third. However, since the fee 
was raised this year, the receipts (Gross 
of $8,581 net about $7,250 which the 
Association splits with the Historical 
Society) were similar to last year. 
Discussion ensued as to the cause of this 

lack of turn out. It was the consensus that 
any number of factors could have played 
a hand in the decline. Although the popu
lar carriage rides lost money, they may 
be continued for future walkabouts. 

Under new business, a 
Welcoming Committee was established 
with Susanna Sherwood as chair. This 
committee will be charged with gathering 
names of community newcomers and 
seeing that they are welcomed and invit
ed to become involved with the commu
nity. A list of tentative objectives for the 
Board was presented from the General 
Meeting in September. Most were tabled 
for further consideration or deemed not 
within the scope of the Association. The 
Ice Rink suggestion was deferred to the 
Park Committee. 

This year we will have the holiday 
tree decorated and lighted by November 
19 to show support fot the Schenectady 
Business Improvement District's plans 
for the Thanksgiving Holiday weekend. 
The official lighting ceremony however 
will be Sunday, December 3, 2000. As 
always, we will be asking that people 
bring finger foods to share at the recep
tion following the lighting. Residents of 
the Stockade are asked to have their 
decorations up by the Thanksgiving 
weekend as well since there will be car
riage rides through the Stockade on 
Friday, November 24 and Saturday, 
November 25. 

Board members can be reached at: 
www.historicstockade.com/board.htm 

Remembering Emily Phelps 

The friends of Emily Phelps will gather to remember her on November 24 the 
Friday after Thanksgiving, from 4 to 6 PM at the Schenectady County Histo~ical 
Society. All are welcome to participate and celebrate her life. You are invited to share 
your comments and stories about Emily. 
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MIITI~N 
-Specialty Sandwiches 

-Gourmet Coffee and Beans 

_ltli) 
~ 

.-Cappuccino, Latte, Espresso 
-Full Service Bar Slid '4, ~ & 7~ 

-Cozy, art deco lounge 
.,,_,,_,.,.,,,,,a,p,,,-· -Live music Thursday nights 

AMBITION COFFEE & EATERY 

FAMOUS FOR SANDWICHES SINCE 1974 
127 SOUTH FERRY STREET 

SCHENECTADY, N.Y. 12305 
(518) 370-0026 

"V I d . . ,, 154 JAY STREET "Schenectady's newest 
a ue an v1s10n d h. ·· t t" BARBARA & MICHAEL NAUMOFF 
Alb T u · 382-9277 an 1ppes restauran 

any imes mon Schenectady Gazette 

The Stockade Association Membership Drive 2000 - 2001 
For 43 years, The Stockade Association has been carrying out its mission, defined in the Constitution 

as "the protection and improvement of the properties" within its boundaries. Its ten specific objectives relate 
to preservation of the Historic District and quality of life for its caretakers. The Association helps assure sta
bility in this neighborhood that has been termed "a national treasure" and is enjoyed by visitors from all parts 
of America and abroad. 

Please support the Association and become a member by returning the coupon below. 

To contribute to the neighborhood, also have fun and make new F-;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;iil 

friends, circle the following projects that you will help with: 
•The Walkabout fund-raiser • The Stockade Spy 
• Block Representatives •Secret Garden Tour 

• Community Tree Lighting event • Annual Sidewalk Sale 
• Neighborhood Watch • Riverside Park Projects 

• Lobbying city and county government regarding Stockade issues 

Membership dues (10/1/00 to 9/30/01) 
• $15.00 per person, $20.00 per household, tax deductible. 

$ __ _ 

• Gift of The Spy, one year subscription, $1 o 
$ __ _ 

Total $ __ _ 

Please make check payable to: The Stockade Association Send to: 

(Please print) 
Name(s): _____________________ _ 

Give The Spy as a Gift 

Many friends, relatives, and pre
vious Stockade residents would 
love to keep up with the news of 
the neighborhood with its special 
people and its unique buildings. 
All you need to do is complete 
the box below, make out a check 
for $1 0 to The Stockade 
Association, and mail it to 
Meredith Anker's address. Lidia 
Pasamanick, who is doing the 
mailings, will send a card with 
the first issue indicating that you 
are the happy sender of The Spy 
as a gift! 

Meredith Anker, Treasurer 
4 Washington Avenue 
Schenectady, NY 12305 

Address: ____________ _ Phone _____________ _ 

Gift of The Spy recipient: 
Name __________________________________ _ 

Address __________________________________ _ 
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Our 2000-2001 Spy Patroons 
The businesses on these two pages have paid 
for advertising for the entire year. We thank 
them for their commitment toThe Spy. Please 
support them by your patronage. 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
i 
i 

Edward Noel Wilson 
861-7476 

Expert Oriental Rug Repair 
25 years experience 

Appraise • Purchase • Repair 

~- - -----~~- ---- ~ 

#1_ IN TIRES 

FAMI~Y ff~ TIRE & AUTO 
SERVICE CENTERS 

BILL GLOCK 
OWNER 

712 STATE STREET 
SCHENECTADY, NY 12307 

PHONE 374-3326 

~ 

~ 

• 

PHONE: (518) 374-8713 
AND (518) 374-5413 

MR .. JAMES 
FAM1LY 

HAIR CARE CENTER 

249 State Street 
Schenectady. NY I 2305 
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SARNOWSKl'S 

11(Vte~ 
GREENHOUSES 

Bonsai TrPes • Supplies 
l\nn11alg • Pernnnials • Cut Flowers 

PollPry • Garden Statuary 

rl IONF 1518) 374 8%fi fiC. FnffMAN S BF11[JGF RO 
SCOTIA. NFW YORK 12302 [ MAIL m.'>Arn0w<ahotmtlil.com 

FINE ITAUAN-AMERICAN DINING 
Major Credit Cards Accepted 
IM Duane Ave.• Schenectady 

346-7324 

Mark 
Sokol lloRTHWIND 

REFRIGERATION & APPLIANCE SERVICE 
All Ma1or Appllances 

Serviced - Repaired. Rebuilt 
Recondt1Ioned Appliances For Sale 

FAS'J' 
SERVICE 

· Air Conditioning · Refrigerators - Freezer~ · Gas Hot Air 
· Ranges & Ovens ·Washers/Dryers· Dishwasher:; :-'.;~~~ .... Rroilers 

Gas Or Electric Appliance 
Experienced Professional Service 
Commercial 

Accounts Welcome 
29 N.College St.,Sch' dy 

374-7102 

Tlie open Door 
Bookstore & Gift Gallery 
A Locally-Owned Independent ~ 

Bookstore Since 1971 '- ~W 

128 JAY STREET· SCHEmCTADY 
(518) 346-2719 

Music IN THE STOCK.ADE 

(518) 381-1111 237 UNION ST., SCHENECTADY, NY 
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More Spy 
Patroons! 

Come and visit our .. Holiday Experience at our new location 

510 Union Street (Old Trading Port) 

Sunday November 5th 11-5 
Phone 518-374-6885 

TI 
Antiques FineC ~o-n~s1gnments 

Wednesday-Friday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Show Matinees & Evenings, 

One Hour Before Show Time 
Consignment taken Wednesdays or by appointment 

Proctor's Arcade• (518) 382-3884 

SCHENECTADY* CIVIC PLAYERS 
Proudly present the second production of their 

73rd Season 
The Last Night of Ballyhoo 

Directed by John Birchler. 
"Warm, Witty, Wonderful!" 

December 8, 9, 10 and 13-17. 
Call 382-2081 for reservations 

BOOKS and PIECES 
Secondhand Books and Offset Printing 

245 State Street, Schenectady 

MONDAY - FRIDAY 11 AM - 2 PM 
Thursday Evenings 

Book Browse with Coffee 
5-8PM 

Other Hours by 
Appointment 356-4840 
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Perreca's Bakery 
Italian Bread Since 1914 

33 No. Jay Street 
Schenectady 

tel: 518 •372 •1875 

open every day except Sunday 

~ 9miy 
~ KILLEEN CONTRACTING. INC. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
ROOFING MASONRY RESTORATION 

INTERIOR 8r: EXTERIOR PAINTING 
8r: REMODELING 

Thomas Killeen 
(518) 374-9514 
Beeper: 887-0205 
'1,_oO - G«-ee."' St-. 

Free Estimates 
References 

SCHENECTADY 
COUNTY 

COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 

78 Washington Avenue 
Schenectady, NY 12305 

www.sunysccc.edu 
(518) 381-1366 

Pinhead Susan's 
Irish Pub 

Located at the corner of Liberty St & Broadway 
(518) 346-6431 

Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials 
Dining from /1:30 a.m. -10:00 p.m. Mon. -Sal 

Closed Sunday 

ff 
YWCA 
Schenectady 

Spirits served until closing 

fujalJ<lutumn 
int&S.toduuk!! 

• Children ·s Services 

• Health Promotion Services 

• Housing Services Established 
1888 • Services to Women & Families 

44 Wt\SlllN<iTON AVLNIIJ·:. SCill-:NECTADY. NY 12305 

!'hone (SHI) .114-.H94 Fa'\. (51K) .H..f-3.lt) Dom~slic Ylokfll.:e t51X) ]U-:H86 



Giving Thanks 
After researching how early settlers cel

ebrated Thanksgiving in the Stockade I turned 
up unthanksgiving-like without a bountiful feast 
of facts and figures. I'm told that Christmas in 
the early days was a much more widely cele
brated holiday. So, the Stockade simply can't be 
ignored in the annals of holiday history as being 
left out on what is typically an American-born 
holiday. 

Imagine a long table stretching the 
length of Riverside Park. Among its occupants 
are Native Americans along with pilgrims sitting 
around with carved turkeys, a cornucopia over
flowing with turnips, squashes, pumpkins and 
gourds, cider steaming above earthen fires, and 
wine raised in toasts for peace and thanks reign
ing supreme. Certainly this scenario has been 
depicted in paintings and stories that have been 
handed down from generation to generation. 
During this information age Thanksgiving would 
get much more publicity with a "virtual" setting 
as described above if re-enacted for the world to 
view along the banks of the Mohawk. Only then 
would the Stockade's Thanksgiving be captured 
for time immemorial. 

But, as we celebrate this upcoming holi
day season, let us not forget the primitive condi
tions that the early settlers endured while forging 
a new nation. Certainly I'd take my "virtual" world 
over their real world any day. The lights and heat 
get turned on with a flick of the switch and 
prepackaged food is thrown in a microwave 
oven for proper temperature and cooked within 
minutes just to name a couple of examples. In 
essence, nothing should be taken for granted, 
because that's when our liberties are up for 
grabs. Look around and take pride in the fact 
that our neighborhood still endures with all its 
ups and downs. 

Recently, our neighborhood gained a 
strengthened prominence with regards to 
Riverside Park's plans for restoration and devel
opment, thus, furthering its protection as the 
city's only park on the river. Stockaders possess 
a spirit and a will unmatched for taking common 
sense approaches that still make us leaders in 
protecting home and hearth in the oldest neigh
borhood in the city. The early settlers did the 
same. It's up to us to continually honor the dig
nity of freedom that produces a further pursuit of 
happiness, which enables us to celebrate 
Thanksgiving 2000. 

- Gerald Plante 

Holy Cross Election Day 
... , Ziti 

Dinner 
Holy Cross 

Roman Catholic 
Church, located at 18 
North College Street, 
is sponsoring its 

____ Fourth Annual Ziti 

Dinner on Election Day, Tuesday, November 7. in the 
church hall, announced by Donald Tessitore, Jr. and 
Donald Penta, co-chairs of this fundraising event. Ziti and 
meatballs, salad, bread and butter, dessert and coffee will 
be served from 4:00 to 8:00 PM. The donation is $6 for 
adults, and $4 for children under 12. Take-out service is 
available. Dinners can be delivered upon request, by calling 
377-3818 after 3:00 PM on November 7th. More information 
may be obtained by calling 372-3381, Ext. 119. 

Thanksgiving 
at the Mohawk Club 

Thursday, November 23 

Stockade Association members are invited to the 
Mohawk Club for a special Thanksgiving Day dinner, with a 
choice of baked ham, stuffed chicken breast, or stuffed fillet 
of sole, including relish tray, salad, dessert, and beverage for 
$12.95 plus tax and tip. Seatings will be at Noon, 1 :00 PM 
and 2:00 PM only. Reservations must by made by Monday 
beforeThanksgiving. 374-8476. 

The Stockade Spy 

Editor 
Sylvia Briber 377-0469 
23 Washington Avenue 

Staff 
Gerald Plante 
Lidia Pasamanick 
Malcolm Willison 
Lisa Perl 
Krystyna Kusielewicz 
Diane Buckley 

Photography 
Bob Briber 

Finance 
Janie Hayner 374-6216 
6 Front Street 

November 
Waste Collection 

Dates 

Fri., Nov. 3 
Tues., Nov. 14 
Tues., Nov. 21 
Thurs., Nov. 30 

Reminder 
As it gets darker 
sooner, remember to 
lock your doors and 
windows and close 
your blinds for best 
security and privacy. 

The October Spy feature on Arthur Polachek and 
Arthur's Market will be continued in the December Spy. 
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