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AN OPEN LETTER TO STOCKADERS 

April is Teaching Career month and May 
18th is Teacher Recognition Day. What more 
appropriate time could there be for interested 
people in the community to get better acquainted 
with their schools? The future of our nation 
depends to a great extent upon the success or 
failure of the efforts of parents and teachers 
• motcttng OUT cntnrren. Boys and girls con--
stantly seek the advice of their parents and 
other responsible members of the community 
when considering their future careers. If we 
are to encourage our most capable minds to 
enter the teaching field, we must be better 
equipped to discuss the profession with them. 
With this in mind, I feel it is most appropriate 
to encourage community-school visitation dur-
ing the month of May by all members of our 
school community. What the schools should 
be doing is an often discussed topic but what 
the schools are doing is not often known to a 
large group. May I extend a welcome to all 
who wish to visit Riverside School at any time 
but expressly during the month of May. It 
would be appropriate to call the school to 
arrange a time and a program you-would- most 
like to see. The staff of Riverside School 
would like to make the "Open Door" policy 
a fact as well as a name. 

Sincerely, 
Robert B. Van Buren 
Principal, Riverside School 

RIVERSIDE SCHOOL NEWS 

As the lovely spring weather comes upon 
us suddenly we may soon see large and small 
groups of school children arriving in the 
stockade for a tour of the famous houses we 
live in and among. If the students are carrying 
a copy of the Guide Book we' 11 know that the 
sale undertaken by Mrs. Bailey's 5th and 6th 
grades was a success. The class wrote letters 
to 90 classrooms outside the area inviting 
the classes to tour the stockade with the 
Guide Book in hand to add to their interest
ing walk with a well-informed guide to answer 
on-the-spot questions. The advantages to 
Riverside children were business letter writing 
experience, establishing of correspondence 
and meeting other children, perhaps carrying 
on friendships with them as well as mathe
matical experience with a class-wide sale. 
The proceeds will go toward the trip they have 
been planning to Boston this spring as the 
culmination of their social studies unit for 
the year. 

On March 31st the drama group presented 
a Revolutionary War play in the auditorium. 
The children have been invited to present the 
play at other elementary schools in the city 
system, and we wish them good luck. 

Next month is School Visitation Month so do 
come to see us! We'd like so much to see you. 

by Kay Shanklin 

C M u P. C " N E. w § STOCKADE ASSOCIATION MEETING 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

The Good Friday service at First Presby
terian will feature a different speaker during 
each twenty-minute period from noon to 3 P.M. 
Also, luncheon will be served, at cost, in the 
chapel. 

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH 

The Senior Youth Group of First Reformed 
Church will soon present their Spring Festival 
of Sacred Drama and Sacred Dance and will 
later take the program on tour. This year the 
twenty-five young people of this group will 
visit Richmond, Virginia. 

On Easter Sunday, Dr. Dykstra will preach 
at the 10 A.M. Worship Service. 

ST. GEORGE'S CHURCH 

Mr. Frederick A. Pottle, sterling Professor 
of English Literature at Yale niversity act.:- -
dressed st. George's Parish on Sunday evening, 
March 28, sponsored by The Georgians. Mr. 
Pottle is not only Yale's youngest Professor 
of English, but has the distinction of being one 
of the great leaders on the literary scene in 
the U.S. He spoke on a great work in scholar
ship in this century, the Boswell Journals, of 
which he is the Editor. The Georgians will 
sponsor another outstanding guest speaker, 
Dr. John D. Goss, Jr., of New York City, who 
will address the Parish on "The Faith and 
Psychiatry.'' 

Several fascinating lectures on "The Faith 
and Computers" have been given recently to 
the Adult Class on Sunday mornings following 
the 9 A.M. Eucharist, by Dr. Russell H. Lyddane. 

Observances of Holy Week at st. George's 
will include the usual services of Lent Monday 
through Wednesday, with meditations for 
Maundy Thursday on Wednesday evening at 
8 P .M. Following the 10 _A.M. Service and 
Procession to the Altar of Repose on Maundy 
Thursday, "The Watch" will be kept before 
the Altar of Repose until the Service of the 
Feast of the Pre-Sanctified on Good Friday 
morning at 10 A.M. The Rev. Alfred L. Peder
sen, Father Superior of the Society of st. John 
the Evangelist, Cambridge, Mass. will preach 
"The Passion" on Good Friday from noon to 
3 P.M., and the Service of Tenebrae will take 
place that evening at 8 P .M. Following the 
Children's Service on Holy Saturday at 4 P .M., 
and again following the Lighting of the Paschal 
Candle at 8 P .M., Holy Baptisms will be ad
ministered. 

The Services of Easter Day will include 
Holy Communion at 6 and 7:30 A.M., and a 
Solemn High Eucharist at 9 and 11 A.M., both 
of which will be sung by the Men and Boys' 
Choir, under direction of Mr. Frederick Monks, 
Master of the Choristers, accompanied by 
Mr. Samuel Roberts, Jr., student Organist at 
St. GP.or!!P.1 s. 

'' 13 Union street'' was the main topic of 
discussion at the March 22nd meeting of the 
stockade Association held at Riverside School. 

The fact that the Mohawk Club, new owners 
of the building, were applying for a permit to 
demolish it y.ri!§_ brought up, a11.cL.Assn.ciation 
President, John Elsbree, explained the city 
zoning rule on this. He said that Art. 7A (Sec. 7, 
Para. C) of the Schenectady Zoning Ordinance 
which sets up the Historic District Commis
sion, states that a building constructed prior 
to 1825 cannot be demolished unless it is a 
hazard to public safety. Owners of structures 
which have historical or architectural sig
nificance built after that date must apply for a 
demolition permit, but wait a year after re
ceiving it before razing the building. During 
this year, the Historic District Commission 
tries to help the owner find a use for the build
ing in order to preserve it as an historical 
part of the stockade area. 

The latter rule applies to 13 Union street, 
a mid 19th-Century building. 

President Elsbree read parts of a letter
to-the-editor from a Winchester, Massachu
setts, architect, Bradford U. Eddy, which was 
in last month's Spy and in which Mr. Eddy 
pointed out that llie building has definite 
architectural value: 

"The facade of this building on Union street 
is an unspoiled example of the architecture of 
the era in which it was built, a well-defined 
expression of the architectural mood of the 
mid-19th century." 

Mr. Eddy said, concerning the whole dis
trict: "It is the entire historic district which 
is the unit of consequence. Take away a build
ing here, inject a parking lot there, disfigure 
a facade in one place and put in an incongruity 
in another and the whole fabric falls apart. 
It is no more." 

Dr. Louis Navias gave the members a brief 
background of the site which he had found by 
looking up records in City Hall and the His
torical Society. 

The present "13 Union street" was originally 
two lots. Miss Annabella E. Fonda owned one 
and the Schenectady Board of Supervisor's 
owned the other, a 38-foot lot on which they 
erected a "wood house" for the county clerk's 
and surrogate's offices. In 1869 they pur
chased Miss Fonda's adjoining property for 
$5000 and constructed the present structure 
with the firm of Cumming and Burt as archi
tects. The structure has been a public build
ing since that date and more recently housed 
the Schenectady Historical Society. 

The meeting was then turned over to dis
cussion. Members voted to approve the action 
of the stockade Association Board of Directors 
who wrote a letter to the Historic District 
Commission urging the preservation of the 
building at 13 Union. 
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A QUESTION OF ZONING (PART ~) 

To continue with Section 7 concerning the 
duties and powers of the Historic District 
Commission, we move into further specific 
standards the Commission shall apply. 

Section 7 takes up the problem of new 
construction, and the law states that "new 
construction shall be consistent with the archi
tectural styles of historic value in the Historic 
District, except in such instances of new con
struction as the Commission shall deem to be 
inappropriate because structures adjoiningthe 
site of such proposed new construction are of 
significantly dissimilar period of architecture, 
in which case the general standards shall be 
controlling and the Commission may approve 
such periods of architecture as it deems 
proper for the site, and in the best interests 
of the Historic District.'' This means that if 
someone wants to build a new building in the 
Historic District the style of the building will 
have to be similar to the styles of architecture 
that are considered of historic value. However, 
to avoid a lot of pseudo-colonial buildings being 
built, the Commission has the power to al10w 
a style that will be in harmony with buildings 
that are on either side of it. This discretion 
on the part of the Commission will prevent a 
sameness of architecture and keep the streets 
of the Historic District from being monotonous. 
Again there is no specific criteria that the 
Commission has evolved, or is written, and 
thus the responsibility comes back to the Com
mission to exercise their discretion, archi
tectural knowledge, and taste very judiciously. 

Another specific standard deals with de
molition. Since the Stockade Association and 
the Historic District is now deeply concerned 
with possible demolition of 13 Union Street, 
Section 7C of the Historic Zoning Ordinance 
takes on added prominence. This section is 
among the more controversial sections of the 
law and it is the section that will preserve 
the area from becoming a series of parking 
lots and voids. This particular section is clear 
in its language yet the implications that can 
be drawn from it are quite broad. To quote 
from Section 7C. 

'' Demolition shall be prohibited in the case 
of all structures erected prior to or in 1825 
unless the Commission is satisfied that the 
retention of such structure constitutes a hazard 
to the public safety which hazard cannot be 
eliminated by economic means available tothe 
owner. 

'' Demolition shall be prohibited of such 
structures erected subsequent to 1825 as the 
Commission shall determine to be of a par
ticular architectural or historical significance. 
Such prohibition shall in this case be effective' 
for no more than one year from the date of 
application for a permit to demolish. During 
this year the Commission shall endeavor to 
work out with the owner an economically 
feasible plan for the preservation of such 
structure. 

"Moving of structures of historic or archi
tectural value may be allowed as an alternative 
to demolition. 

"The Commission shall have the power to 
call in experts to aid in its deliberations and 
may ask the Council for appropriation for 
such services." 

CONTINV61> ON PAl>c 3 

The Stockade Guest Book: Mr. Brice McKeon 
spent the spring vacation with his grandmother 
Mrs. Rice McKnight of Washington avenue. 
Bruce is a student at the Rumsey Hall Prep. 
School in Washington, Conn .... Mrs. A. Wayne 
Merriam of Washington avenue had as her 
recent guest her grandson Allen W. Merriam 
who is leaving for California to enter Santa 
Monica City College at Santa Monica, Calif. 
Skippy, as we know him, has completed his 
Navy training on the USS Lake Champlain ... 
Mrs. E. C. Lowe of Union street has had as 
her recent guest her daughter Mrs. Charles H. 
Nixon from Pittsburgh, Pa .... Miss Birgitta 
Carlson of Stockholm, Sweden, who is an ex
change student at Keuka College, Keuka Park, 
spent several days of her spring vacation as 
the guest of Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Garey, Union 
street. Miss Carlson is the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Nels Carlson of Stockholm, who was 
formerly associated with International General 
Electric Co. in Schenectady and Sweden. They 
resided at 5 Union street while living in 
Schenectady. Mrs. Garey entertained at lunch 
for Mrs. Nixon and Miss Carlson while they 
were visiting in the city. . . . Mr. and Mrs. 
Raymond Thornton and daughter, Heather from 
Barrington, Rhode Island were the week-end 
guests of Mrs. A. Wayne Merriam, Washing
ton avenue. 

The Stockade Travelers: Mrs. Robert B. 
Beale of North Church street and Mrs. T. 
Alden Hatch of Oxford place have returned 
from a cruise to the West Indies on the Fran
conia of the Cunard Steamship Lines. They 
were gone two weeks and made stops at Nassau, 
Jamaica, San Domingo, St. Thomas and San 
Juan. They tell me the food, the service and 
the weather was wonderful. ... Mr. and Mrs. 
Ralph Pickering of Union street have returned 
from a trip to San Francisco, Calif., and 
McMinnville, Ore., where they were guests of 
Mr. Pickering's sister and brother-in-law, 
Mr. and Mrs. Stewart Arnold .... Mr.and Mrs. 
Theodore H. Lydgate of Union street have re
turned from a trip to the Hawaiian Islands .... 
Mrs. Lyle Clark of Washington avenue has re
turned from three months spent in Spain, 
Portugal, the Canary Islands and Copenhagen) 
Denmark. . .. Mrs. Charles W. Williams of 
Front street has returned from Santa Barbara, 
Calif., where she was the guest of her daughter 
and son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. E. Douglas 
Reddan. 

Belles and Wedding Bells: Mr. and Mrs. 
Casimir H. Zgrzepski of Albany have announced 
the engagement of their daughter, Judith Ann, 
to Vincent Kazakavich Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Vincent Kazakavich, Ingersoll avenue. Judith 
Ann was graduated from Cardinal McCloskey 
Memorial high school, Albany, and is a senior 
stenogr,apher in the division of data process
ing, New York State Office of General Services. 

Vincent is a Nott Terrace high school alumnus 
and attended Union College evening division. 
He is a draftsman with the New York State 
Department of Public Works. The wedding will 
take place on Oct. 9. 

In the Scholastic Department: Miss Cynthia 
King, daughter of Mrs. J. Grant King of North 
Ferry street received honorable mention fnr 
academic achievement at Skidmore College. 
Cynthia is a graduate of Linton high school. ... 
Miss Beatrice E. Cunniff of Union street has 
been named to the dean's list for the term at 
Russell Sage College evening division .... On 
the honor list of the Spencer Business School, 
Union street are the Misses Linda Fleahman, 
Rose Marie Norton and Donna Tttrmel. All 
reside at the YWCA, Washington avenue. 

P.S. Won't you please call Neeltje de Graff 
EX3-2842 when you have news items for Tidings. 

by Neeltje de Graff 

FUN AND FANCY 

The title of my column "Walls Have Ears" 
has often made me wonder about the wit and 
humor these walls may have heard. So, at my 
wife's suggestion, I decided to find out! My 
research resulted in Fun, the fun of discover
ing Humor throughout our American History. 
The Fancy is that I assume that through the 
years these stories or similar ones have been 
told within the ''Walls'' whose heating I write 
about each month. 

My rather rudimentary research has not 
yet uncovered any stories about the Dutch be
fore the British took over. However, there 
are some remarks made aibout us Dutchmen 
which have come down through history - de
rogatory remarks like: 

"He has a Potato nose." 

I suppose the English interlopers here in 
Our Town laughed gaily at such a remark. Of 
course, later, there was and still is Rip Van 
Winkle, the Dutch pictured in beautiful humor. 

Let's go on in American History and laugh 
• as our ancestors did about the wit of General 
Putnam. Here is a story which might have 
been told within our Walls. 

''During the French and Indian War Putnam 
stirred the jealousy of a British Officer who 
finally sent him a challenge. He came to Put
nam's tent to find him seated on a small keg 
smoking his pipe, and demanded to know what 
communications, if any, Putnam had to make. 

"Why, you see," said Put, "I'm but a poor 
miserable Yankee, that never fired a pistol in 
my life, and you perceive major, that if we 
fight with pistols you wili have an unfair ad
vantage. Here are two powder kegs - I have 
bored a hole and inserted a slow match in each; 
so if you'll just be good enough to seat yourself 
there, I will light the matches and he who 
dares sit longest shall be called the bravest 
fellow." 

The matches burned slowly. Putnam the 
"old wolf" was imperturable, the British 
officer distraught. Finally when the fire was 
within an inch of the kegs the Englishman 
dashed away. The "old wolf" roared with 
laughter. The kegs were filled with onions." 

During the Revolution some of our older 
walls possibly heard this ditty: 

'' Exult each patriot heart! - This night is shown 
A piece, which we may fair~y call our own; 

Where the proud titles of "My Lord! My Grace!" 
To humble "Mr." and plain "Sir" take place. 

After that one may I jump a few years to 
give you this bit of Erie Canal humor. 

'' A maid of fifty 8Ummers was she, the 
most of her body was on the floor, 

And when at night she went to bed, oh sufferin' 
how she snored!'' 

Then there was the wit of the Irish, who 
kept their court in the basement kitchens of so 
many of our houses here in the Stockade. I 
remember well stories like: 

''When I finished my breakfast, we shook 
hands and I told him that it had been a pleasure 
talking with him. 

"I would say the same, sir," he said, "but 
it would be repetitive." 

Giles Y. van der Bogert 



C()NT/Ntlt;&> F'RoH PA GG Z. 

Attention should be drawn to the fact that 
"historical buildings" are defined by this 
section as buildings constructed prior to 1825. 
This section also gives to the Commission 
discretion in determining a building is worth 
saving. If it has been erected after 1825 the 
Commission must exercise its sensitiveness 
to the entire area before it decides such a 
building should be demolished. This discretion 
should not be based upon particular personal 
architectural preferences, but should be based 
upon a sound and definitive knowledge of the 
major architectural styles and sub-styles of 
the last 150 years. If Commissioners do not 
understand this, or are not knowledgeable in 
this field they should either disqualify them
selves from demolition decisions concerning 
post-1825 buildings or they should not serve 
on the Historic District Commission. 

Another important factor of this particular 
section is that demolition can be prohibited 
for only a period of one year. This section 
can lead to certain abuses: It is possible that 
as part of the purchase of a building in the 
Historic District one of the steps is to obtain 
a permit for demolition. Once the Commission 
passes on the permit, as the law presently 
stands, no further action is instituted by the 

~.om mission If an o.wner...institutes suc.h..a.c.tin....._--1--1-----
any building after 1825 can be torn down at 
any time after one year from purchase. This 
leads to no effective control over most of the 
buildings in the Historic District. With no 
effective control of buildings, there is no need 
for a Historic District Ordinance or the Com
mission. This is a mortal weakness in the 
Historic District Ordinance. This section of 
the law should be strengthened. The most 
obvious way to strengthen it is to eliminate 
the date of 1825 so that all buildings within 
the District are as protected as the law 
presently constituted protects the buildings 
prior to 1825. 

OAK ROOM ARTISTS 
STOCKADE GALLERY 
HOTEL VAN CURLER 

J.L.E. 

John Albrezzi . . . . . . . opening April 11 
Jean Eichenberger ...... opening May 2 
Lea Anderson . . . . . . . . opening June 6 
Members Group Show . . . . . July-August 
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Harold Kested, a resident of the stockade area since 1944, is at present art director of the 
stockade Spy. 

Mr. Kested graduated from the Crouse College of Fine Arts at Syracuse University and has 
also studied at Cooper Union in New York City and at the Corcoran School of Art in Washington, D.C. 

Pen and ink and woodcuts are his preferred mediums, although he has also painted in oils. 

Stockaders will rec9gnize the above drawing of their own Riverside Park. 
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For Easter 
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COOK OF THE MONTH 

By airmail from travelin.g..stockade.r_Barbara 
Weinheimer comes this succulent recipe for 
Couscous ... 

Put fine semolina to soak .. 
Parboil, separately, some pieces of stew

ing lamb .. 
Then add a cut-up chicken and several 

sweet peppers • 
Cover them with hot water, adding 3 or 4 

carrots, 3 or 4 turnips, some artichoke 
hearts, some cabbage and chick peas .... 
add some zucchini and some pimentos if 
you wish and be sure to add several 
tomatoes .... add onions, anise seed and 
fennel for spices. 

Arrange mixture and cook well in its steam 
Or elsewhere, the semolina. 
.... for those who can take hot spices 

crush and cook in oil a Cayenne pepper. 
Press out separately this very hot-tasting 

sauce for those who want it, only, because 
each person, tasting the magic dish of 
couscous will believe himself transported 
under the African sun ..... . 

The Weinheimers enjoyed this dish along 
the Mediterranean in Southern France. 

---JJ.wY ~~lIB~ooo 
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UNION ISOOK COMPANY 
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, 
RUEGERS 

food market 

ns s. FERRY ST. 

Quality 
you can 
measure. 
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Hoddy VanVoast pointed out that filing for 
permission to demolish a building does not 
absolutely mean that the owners will tear it 
down, but if they did decide to do so, they 
would not have to wait a year from the time 
of the decision. 

Judge William Quinn introduced the motion 
which was subsequently passed to invite 
William Wood, president of the Mohawk Club, 
and Charles Elston, chairman of their building 
committee to a meeting of the stockade Associ
ation Board of Directors to present the As
sociation's point of view to them. 

President Elsbree also announced that the 
chairman of this year's Walkabout will be 
Gertrude Neyland, assisted by Lavinia Shank
lin; and that committees arenowbeingformed. 
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