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Original Pre-Massacre Dutch Room a Possibility 
By Larry Hart with Paul Schaefer 

Recent evidence uncovered in the renovatiun of the centuries -old Brouwer House at 14 
North Church St. points to the possibility that the historic Stockade Area does have a Dutch 
room intact - with the original beams, brick walls, pine flooring and fireplace - that survived 
the 1690 massacre and burning of Schenectady by French and Indians. 

Architectural and archeological historians 
from the State Historic Trust have been 
called in to examine this evidence which has 
led Paul Schaefer, consultant on the job, to 
believe the left front portion of the structure 
antedates the massacre. Thus far, the state 
people will admit only that there is the possi
bility but are withholding any commitments 
until it is studied further 

The dispute over whether the Brouwer 
House or the Abraham Yates House at 109 
Union St. is the oldest house in the city has 
gone on for generations. It has been estab
lished that both houses were built abqut 1700 
or just after the massacre. 

The Federal Historic Building survey in 
1935 stated on a plan made of the Brouwer 
House that it "was probably built on a 
foundation constructed before the massacre 
of 1690." The report suggested the house 
may have been built in 1693. 

" It is too early to be certain of any date 
on this house, but the possibility exists that 
the original portion of this building survived 
the burning of Schenectady in 1690," Schae
fer said. "The absence of any evidence of 
fire char on foundation walls, the size of the 
brick which are very large, and now the 
canopy fireplace together make it very 
possible that the stockade does have a Dutch 
room intact. At least now there exists a 
building which will challenge our best his
torians to determine by scientific analysis the 
true age of this historic building." 

It was the discovery of the fire wall of an 
eight-foot wide canopy type fireplace in the 
Brouwer House which may have opened a new 
chapter in the history of the Schenectady 
Stockade. 

The fire wall was behind two smaller fire
places which have now bee11 removed by 
workmen, supervised by David Schrader, 
contractor. A portion of it served as the back 
wall of a third and ancient fireplace with an 
opening six feet, six inches wide. 

According to Schaefer, the canopy fire
place is known to have been built by the 
Dutch in the 17th century. 

"It is, in essence, a fireplace without 
sidewalls or jambs, in which the fire was built 
in the rear center of a large hearth - with a 
wood or masonry canopy about six feet above 
the floor extending the full width of the 
hearth, in this case eight feet wide. It had a 
molded mantle about seven feet off the floor. 
The chimney itself began at the second floor 
level. The hearth, about five feet deep, was 
stone, brick or tile and is supported by an 
arched brick base in the cellar," Schaefer 
explained. Continued on page 3 

After removal of a wood mantel, it was discovered 
that alterations had been made to the original fire
place built in the old Brouwer House. Viewing this 
important find prior to restoration are (kneeling 
1. tor.) John Waite, Architectural Historian, N. Y.S. 
Historic Trust, Paul Schaefer, consultant, (standing) 
David Schrader, contractor and Mrs. Fred H. Kindl, 
owner. 

Problems Face City Planning Commission 
"Once created, a system is difficult to change or destroy." 
This Parkinson law cited by Randolph W. Kirkland, Jr., Chairman of the Planning Com

mission of the City of Schenectady, in his talk on the "Review of the New Comprehensive 
Plan for the City of Schenectady" at the general meeting of the Stockade Association March 
30, pretty much summed up the challenge facing the commission. 

The law is particularly appropo when you consider the tremendous growth Schenectady 
underwent in the 1920-1940 period when General Electric and the locomotive business was 
experiencing a boom in growth, reported Kirkland. 

At that point, the city grew so fast that orderly planning could not be achieved, he said, 
Blocks of housing were practically going up overnight without any thought to harmony, 
location or building design. The same was true of streets, city buildings and businesses. 

The growth was so staggering, said Kirk
land, that it led many plannirlg officials at 
the time to forecast that Schenectady would 
be a major city with a multi-million popula
tion today. 

According to Kirkland, this period of un
controlled growth is the root of the problem 
confronting the planning commission today 
in coming up with a master plan to improve 
Schenectady. 

Some of the problems he listed are: 
1. Most of the housing in Schenectady is 

1n the 30 and 40-year-old bracket, not new 
and not dilapidated enough for federal aid. 

Stockade Association Meetings 

Board Meetings 
April 13 - May 11 

General Meetings 
May 25 (Annual Meeting), Riverside 

2. Not enough money was spent when 
the city had a good tax base in those days 
to improve or build city services. He head
lined the police station as a good example of 
something that should have been built 25 
years ago. 

While the city is one of the oldest, much 
could have been done during the period of 
tremendous growth to make sure the city was 
geographically laid out better. Schenectady 
has a limited number of access routes through 
the city and travel is difficult. 

• Schenectady is losing population every 
year and more buildings are being torn down 
than put up which also lends to a smaller tax 
base each year. 

• Much of the tax base has moved to the 
suburbs such as Niskayuna which includes 
ho u sing, small businesses and shopping 
centers. Continued 011 page 3 
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YWCA Programs 
You may order geraniums at the YWCA 

now for delivery May 22. The plants will be 
delivered to your door. You may order red, 
pink or white, and the cost is 75¢ each or 
$8.50 per dozen. Please place your order by 
May 15. 

It's Spring again and time for the World 
Fellowship luncheon at the YWCA. This 
year the event will be held on Tuesday, April 
21 at 1 p.m. in the Lounge. Mr. & Mrs. Eric 
Fisher will present sound films which they 
took in Tanzania, Africa. It is interesting that 
the YWCA is in the process of organization 
in that country at this time. There will also 
be imported items for sale in the Lobby to 
benefit our World Fellowship Fund. 

On Monday, May 11 at 7:30 p.m. a 
fashion show by Mrs. Phyllis DeLuccia is 
being sponsored by the Youth Department. 
The show is open to all Adult and Junior 
members of the YWCA. 

The YWCA welcomes volunteers with 
various skills, so that we may take our pro
grams into other areas of the community. We 
need people with skills in the music, drama, or 
dance field for a youth program this summer. 
Also needed are volunteers to work with a 
new program with adult women in the Stein
metz Homes, or to baby sit in a nursery while 
Mom attends the program. If you can give a 
few hours call Chris Singer at the YWCA. 

books G£:2., artists' supplies 

stationery s£}_, office equipment 

art books 

Union Book 
COMPANY 
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123 State Street 393-2141 

VAN 
DYCK 

237 lower union st. 

excellent cocktails 
and superb cuisine 
in our dining room 

Musical Entertainment 
Friday & Saturday Nights 

Secretary's Keport March Minutes 
Mr. Merrill Brown called the meeting to 

order in the meeting room of the Historic 
Society at 8 p.m. The reading of the minutes 
of January 26 was dispensed with and Mr. 
Kellogg moved that they be accepted as 
printed in the last Spy. Seconded and passed. 
Mrs. Squires reported a balance in the Sche
nectady Savings & Loan of $2,881.95 and in 
the Schenectady Trust Co. of $464.97. Mrs. 
Shanklin moved acceptance of the Treasurer's 
report. Seconded and passed. 
PLANNING COMMITTEE - Mr. Zegger an
nounced that the application for Historic 
Designation of the Stockade area is being 
prepared. The committee is working with Mr. 
Waite of the New York State Historic Trust. 
Some residents will be approached by the 
surveyors for information on their houses and 
Mr. Zegger asked the cooperation of the 
members in supplying this. 

Mr. Brown reported that the Board was 
recommending the expenditure of two sums 
of money and because the amounts were so 
large the matter was being brought before the 
Association for action. He then called upon 
Mrs. Squires to present the recommendation. 
Mrs. Squires said that the amounts involved 
were $600 for the sidewalk in front of 
Riverside School and $400 for the planting of 
trees. The two projects were then discussed 
separately. 

RIVERSIDE SIDEWALK - Mrs. Squires re
ported that in November the City Schools 
had started the repair of the sidewalk in front 
of Riverside School where the ·two trees had 
been removed. The old sidewalk had been 
broken up and removed and a strip of con
crete laid. She then learned that in order to 
keep down expenses blacktop was to be laid 
either side of the concrete. She had immedi
ately objected and the school administration 
offered to postpone further work and to 
temporarily put in sand. The schools have 
already put in over a thousand dollars in the 
project and unless we can help will install the 
blacktop. However, if we are willing to pay 
the difference of $600 they will be glad to 
move the fence forward and plant grass on 
the school side of the walk. Our money 
would then be used to continue the cement 
to the curb. The city will repair the curbs. 
Mrs. Squires then moved that the Stockade 
Association appropriate $600 to be given to 
the Schenectady City Schools for this project. 
Seconded and after some discussion passed. 
TREE COMMITTEE - Mr. William Harrison 
has accepted the chairmanship of the Tree 
Committee and the Board felt that it might 
set a good example if the Association planted 
a few trees in the hope that homeowners 
would follow their example. Mr. Van Yoast 
moved that the Association appropriate an 
amount up to $400 to be used at the dis
cretion of the Tree Committee for planting 
new trees. The motion was seconded and 
opened to discussion. It was pointed out 
that the most important thing is watering the 
tree through the summer. There was con
siderable discussion of how this could be 
done. The need of putting fencing around 

new trees was also pointed out. A truck has 
just recently taken down a tree in front of 
Arthurs. Mr. Harrison felt that one place for 
a tree was on the corner of Ferry and Green. 
It was suggested that an alternative approach 
might be to have the committee get bids from 
nurse~ymen and offer to share part of the 
cost with any homeowner who put a tree in. 
It was recommended that Mr. Harrison get 
such prices and encourage homeowners to 
plant trees and also that he provide appro
priate fencing for any trees put in by the 
Association. The motion authorizing him to 
spend up to $400 on trees was passed. 

PARK COMMITTEE - Mr. Kurtz, chairman, 
reported that he was meeting with the Park 
Committee of the City Council later in the 
week. The matters he has in mind are the 
matter of the pool, general improvements in 
the park and the acquisition of the strip of 
property at the end of Ingersoll Ave. which 
would join the two pieces of the park. This 
has already been strongly recommended by 
Mr. Eddy and Mr. Scott has a letter from him 
to this effect. Mr. Kurtz said that the city is 
willing to put in wood tables and benches if 
we want picnic facilities. Pre-cast concrete 
benches with redwood slats can be obtained 
for about $20. These weigh several hundred 
pounds and would be less subject to vandal
ism. The city, however can put in only the 
wooden ones. Mr. Duggan suggested that Mr. 
Zegger request that the tennis nets be put up 
as soon as possible. Other suggestions were 
that plans for a skating rink be made well in 
advance of cold weather and that the park 
again have a night watchman. The matter of 
benches was put off until the May meeting. 
PARK AROUND INDIAN - Mr. Van Yoast 
stated that he felt that he could no longer 
take care of what is probably the smallest 
park in the city. In the past he has planted 
flowers at least twice a year and taken care of 
the grass. He suggested the possibility of 
using a ground cover. At this point, Mr. 
Dawson Van Eps volunteered to take over 
the care of the area. 

TROY OPEN HOUSE WALKING TOUR
Mr. Brown announced the tour to be held by 
the Troy Fifth Avenue Association on Sun
day, April 12 from 2 - 4 p.m. Starting point 
is the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church. The 
fee will be $1. In case of rain it will be post
poned until April 19. Mr. Duggan expressed 
the hope that a large number of Stockaders 
would attend. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE -The floor was 
then opened to nominations for the Nomin
ating Committee, to consist of three members. 
The following three names were nominated: 
Dr. Louis Navias, Mr. John Elsbree, Mrs. 
Theodore Kurtz. 

Mr. Kellogg moved that the nominations 
be closed. Seconded by Mr. Harrison. Passed. 
Mr. Kellogg then moved that a single ballot 
be cast for the three names as nominated. 
Seconded by Mr. Harrison. Passed. The com
mittee is to report to the Annual meeting in 
May. 

Continued on page 3 



Pl a n n i ng Continued from page 1 

The attempt to overcome this problem - a 
problem facing most American cities - was 
outlined by Kirkland in a very interesting and 
colorful slide show, showing the city planning 
commission's master plan for such things as: 

I. A revived shopping district and con
venient parking garages in downtown Sche
nectady. State Street would be turned into 
an attractive mall area with adequate room for 
a pavilion of trees, shrubs, grass and flowers. 
Erie Boulevard and Broadway would become 
major access highways. 

2. A cultural center would be developed 
around the Community College area. 

3. Housing complexes and motels would 
be located in harmony around the shopping 
area. 

Kirkland, while commending Schenec
tady's fine water system, said the city needed 
a better sewage treatment facility, more 
storm sewers - particularly in the Glenwood 
and Rugby Road areas - as well as improve
ments in housing, fire stations, schools and 
public transportation. 

While commenting on the drastic need for 
a better tax base, he said that it was inevitable 
that Schenectady would soon have to institute 
a sales tax just to meet its current services. 

He also discussed the federal programs 
available to aid depressed cities. You can 
imagine how frustrating it is for us, he said, 
when we present the needs of Schenectady 
and hear the comment: "You think that is 
bad. Have you seen the city of ..... " 

He also reviewed the federally-financed 
Neighborhood Development Project which 
will do much to improve the Hamilton Hill 
area. 

A particularly interesting point brought 
out by Kirkland was the substantial amount 
of property in Schenectady that could be a 
valuable asset to the city. He pointed out 
that unused portion of the 150 acres of land 
held by the Vale Cemetery would make a 
tremendous park and recreation area for the 
city. The land, practically in the middle of 
the city, contains a 4 acre lake that is seldom 

Continued on page 6 

Secretaru's !«port from page 2 

The business meeting adjourned at 8:50. 
Mr. Randolph W. Kirkland, Chairman of the 
City Planning Committee, was then intro
duced and gave a very informative talk on the 
new comprehensive City Plan. 

SCHENECTADY 18 + 
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"U, 156 Barrett Street 
Schenectady, New York 12305 
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Dutch Room a Possibility Continuedfrompagel 

John Waite, architectural historian for the 
state trust, has been at the Brouwer House 
twice for tours of inspection during the 
period that workmen stripped away plaster 
and lathe throughout the interior. The 
foundation w,alls are 34 inches thick and all 
walls are brick-filled with sun-baked clay 
brick. Floor boards are of pine, 15 inches 
wide. 

Especially interested in what is found in 
and around the house is Paul Huey, the 
archeological historian, whose specialty is 
dating artifacts. So far, bits of pottery, glass 
and other objects - including bits of clay 
pipes .made in England - reveal the house is 
at least as old as the early 1700s. 

Samplings of brick and woodwork from 
the Brouwer House are now being studied in 

THE BROUWER HOUSE 

The second most recent fir~place measured 54" 
wide. In this photo part of the bricking has been 
removed which reveals the third opening. 

CANOPY FIREPLACE 

The Brouwer House can-
opy fireplace willbe 
like the one located in 
the Dutch Room of the 
Albany Institute of His• 
tory and Art, as shown 
at the right, when re
stored to as near original 
condition as evidence in 
the building will permit. 

Essential evidence readi
ly seen in the Brouwer 
House is the height of 
of the canopy, width of 
fireplace and the depth 
of the hearth. 

Mill End Shop 
162 Jay Street 346-9614 
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Albany. 
New owners of the Brouwer House are 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred H. Kindl, Jr., now living at 
1336 Rowe Road, Niskayuna, where they 
moved from Ballston Spa in 1946. 

Hendrik Brouwer, who built the house, 
was a fur trader who was known for his fair 
dealings with the Indians. Tradition has it 
that his home was spared during the 1690 
destruction out of respect for his good re
lations with the Indians. However, up until 
now, it had been believed that Brouwer built 
another structure on the same site a few 
years after the massacre, perhaps using some 
material from the earlier house. He died in 
his home in 1707. 

The property came into the possession of 
James Rosa, superintendent of the old Mo
hawk & Hudson Railroad, in I 799 and it 
remained in his family until 1919. In recent 
years it had been the residence of Mrs. Jean 
Canivet. 

One Man's Opinion 

The structural evidence uncovered by the 
current restoration of the Hendrik Brouwer 
House reveals facts which are contrary to 
most Historical analysis today. 

The original Brouwer House is the left 
front portion of the building. When con
structed probably in the last quarter of the 
17th century, it had a steep gable roof similar 
to the Abraham Yates House. The first floor 
was a single room with the canopy fireplace 
in the rear center wall, heavy beam ceilings 
and wide plank floors with large headed hand 
wrought spikes. The basement beams are 
hued. The second floor was also probably 
one large room. 

The second oldest part of the building is 
the rear section, the roof and side walls being 
the same height and shape as the front. It 
has a large cooking fireplace with crane and 
Dutch oven in the basement. The first floor 
also has a large fireplace, this wing was prob
ably built in the early 18th century. 

The third and last wing was built to the 
right of the main house, probably in the latter 
part of the 18th century. Undoubtably at 
this time, the original building was altered to 
the present two story structure. 

Other interior and exterior work was also 
done in the 19th and 20th centuries. 

-Paul Schaefer 

CULVER 
OFFICE EQUIPMENT COMPANY 

in our new location 

23 7 ST A TE STREET 
by May 1st 

Featuring-
Office Supplies 
Hallmark Cards 
Books and Stationary 



Clean Water Derby's Set 
Clean water advocates will have two 

opportunities to see why it is so important 
to keep our waterways clean - at two water 
derbys on Saturday, April 11 and the week
end of May 2 and 3. 

The first annual Kayaderosseras Clean 
Water Derby will be held at Rock City Falls, 
Ballston Spa starting at 1 p.m. from Rock 
City Falls. The competitive canoe race will 
finish seven miles later in Ballston Spa and is 
expected to attract top canoeists from all 
over the New York-Vermont-Massachusetts 
area as well as a heavy crowd of spectators. 
Sponsored by the Ballston Jaycees, the event 
is being held for the fust time to initiate a 
major, new clean water campaign for the 
Kayaderosseras Creek and its tributaries. (If 
you have ever canoed this creek, you would 
be amazed at the blatant pollution. At one 
point, a five inch-wide pipe actually descends 
from a plant and - without any attempt to 
hide itself - gloriously pours into the creek 
an ungodly mess. This party knows because 
it came at such a rate in a narrow part of the 
creek that it topsided the canoe, leaving the 
canoe and myself feeling like it had just taken 
a bath in a cesspool.) 

On the weekend of May 2 and 3, the 
annual White Water Derby will be held on the 
upper Hudson at North Creek. Saturday's 
event will feature slalom races and Sunday's 
events will be a 12 mile downriver com
petition. The popular derby attracted more 
than 10,000 spectators last year, with the 
number growing each year. 

Both events are a great way to spend a 
picnic. And as the committee says: "These 
are clean water derbys. Please keep them 
clean as you travel the course." 
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Public Invited 

First Reformed Church 
SUNDAY,APRIL 19 

Instead of the usual worship service at 
10:00 a.m. on April 19, the high school youth 
of the church will present in the sanctuary 
the program which they are preparing for 
presentation in Lexington, Massachusetts on 
April 11. Although not conceived as a wor
ship experience, this college of expressions 
reflects the searchings and honest concerns of 
the teenage generation and will certainly pro
vide inspiration and assurance to those who 
wonder 'what this generation is coming to!" 

Music, dance, dialogue, light and shadow, 
sound and silence, all speak to the dichoto
mies raised by the author of Ecclessiastes and 
interpreted in the recent pop song "Turn, 
turn, turn." Following the worship hour, 
a panel of the young people will answer 
questions raised by the adults and discuss the 
medium and the message of the program. 

It promises to be a stimulating morning. 
You are invited to be with us. 

FRIDAY, MAY 15 
The youth will sponsor a dance for adults 

in the Friendship Hall of the church. This 
will be a "memory dance," taking you back 
to the Big Band era of the Dorseys and Glenn 
Miller, as well as eras both earlier and later. 
If you have a favorite dance record, bring it 
along. 

There will be large helpings of atmosphere 
and refreshments. Dress is informal. Cost is 
$3.00 per couple, with the proceeds going to 
further the work of the young people in their 
inner-city ministry. 

Join us at 8:30 for an evening of romance, 
nostalgia, and just plain fun. 

Tex Riedinger 
)f 1' c.A~vn•th(~., 

175 South Ferry Street. Dial 374-4189 

More bank for your money 

SCHEnECTADY TRUST 

SLOC Musical -April 23-26 
If you don't want to laugh until you're 

rolling in the aisles, don't go to see a "Funny 
Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum," 
to be presented at Niskayuna High School by 
the Schenectady Light Opera Company at 
8:30 p.m. April 23,24 and 25 and 2:30 p.m. 
April 26. 

But if you do, producer Bill Fasake guar
antees that is what will happen! Directed by 
a newcomer to SLOC, Jack Shuhan, Stock
aders will recognize many familiar faces from 
the Civic Playhouse in leading roles: Carmen 
Sgarlata is playing the role of Pseudolas; Helen 
Hughes will be Domina, Howard Moyer as 
Miles, and Bob Boggs as Hysterium. Stock
aders ''in the act" include Pat O'Neil of Front 
Street as one of the courtesans, and Bill 
Kornrumpf of Front Street and Joe Vellano 
of Ingersoll Avenue playing four parts each. 
Stockaders "behind the scenes" includes: Ed 
Kuon (on the perimeter of State and Church) 
as costume designer and Claire DuCharme 
and Millie Ey of North Ferry Street working 
in set construction. Thelma Hill of Union 
Street will show you to your seat in time to 
hear the overture conducted by Music Direc
tor Al Salberg. 

Call Fran MacMillan at 377-7189 for 
tickets so you won't miss this - the final 
production for this season! 

-Millie Ey 

Bob's Grocery Being Redone 
Congratulations go to Jim Hutchins and 

Bob Small, that devilishly daring decorating 
duo, who are at it again. 

They bought Bob's Grocery on the corner 
of College and Green Street and are living 
there whilst they redo, remake, rebuild and 
redecorate. 

While we miss this old village grocery store, 
is it nice to see that someone is interested in 
making sure it will be an attractive part of 
the Stockade. 

Did you know that College Street used to be 
called Elbow Street? How great! And West 
Front Street was, up until a few years ago, 
known as Cucumber Alley! How could such 
quaint lovely names be changed to such dull, 
boring names? 

since 1878 

DIAMONDS 
FINE JEWELRY 

SILVER-WI-TCHES 

Finest 
Feminine 
Fashions 

State at ii'dway 

215 STATE STREET, 



Report from Riverside School 
During the past school year, a number of events related to the Riverside School have 

occurred which I feel are of sufficient interest to the residents of the School community that 
a brief summary is in order. 

Two of the most recent events were the Volley Ball Night on March IO and "The Stolen 
Prince" which was presented on February 17. "The Stolen Prince" was performed by boys 
and girls in fifth and sixth grade and was directed by Mrs. Nancy Smith. 

Volley Ball Night saw fathers pitted against a faculty team, an exhibition match by our 
championship b_oys' team, and, as a climax to the evening, a game involving parents, teachers 
and members of the Tuesday evening group. 

When Channel 17 decided to relocate its area in the basement has been remodeled and 
operation, there was concern expressed that 
a limited use of the building might result in 
changes in the School program. Early in the 
school year, this concern was expressed to 
the new Superintendent and ·shortly there
after a reassurance was given. Not only was 
the area vacated by Channel 17 going to be 
used but the Board of Education recently 
negotiated a contract with the Parker Com
munity Center which will create a day care 
program in the building starting this Spring. 
The day care center will be in operation five 
days a week from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and 
will have a capacity for approximately 20 
pre-school children. They will occupy the 
very large basement room previously used by 
the City School District for a pre-kindergarten 
program. This room is currently being used as 
a lunchroom. As a result of several meetings 
between the Executive Committee of the 
Riverside School Association, representatives 
of the Community Center and the School 
Administration, a number of pertinent con
cerns were resolved relative to the potential 
effects of this program on the existing school 
activities. 

The building is undergoing alterations 
which will considerably expand the library. 
A partition between a classroom and the 
existing library has been removed to create 
a much more adequate library facility. An 
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expanded to accommodate Mr. Davies' class. 
This includes space for the part of their pro
gram which involves industrial arts activities. 
Another area of the basement which also was 
previously occupied by Channel 17 has under
gone extensive renovation and will serve as 
the offices of the City School District's Pupil 
Accounting Department. Another area in the 
basement will become the offices of Dr. Spain 
and his Pupil Evaluation Unit. 

A community project which has involved 
large numbers of students in grades K through 
6 was initiated and preliminary indications 
are that everyone involved has benefited. 

The Executive Committee was pleased to 
have its request concerning the need for 
attention to safety factors in the gymnasium 
given very quick attention by Dr. Brummitt. 
The cast iron radiators which are located be
neath the baskets in the gymnasium will soon 
be covered with protective mats which were 
made available to the school the day following 
the request for help. The actual conversion 
of the mat to a usable form, however, did not 
occur without the direct involvement of 
extensive volunteer help. The energy and 
ingenuity of Don Hart is primarily responsible 
for these long-overdue protective mats be
coming a reality. 

Volunteers have made it possible to extend 
the use of the library by being on hand every 
day to provide coverage during those times 
the librarian, Mr. Girard, is not assigned in 
the building. 

The student body gained distinction this 
past winter by winning the boys' volleyball 
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.. •,. ••• If it is fur - WE HAVE IT 

From a Reader 

Food for Thought 
1. Replacing street lights with gas lamps 
2. Replacing blacktop with sidewalks and 

brick work 
3. Adding more flower boxes and flowers 

to homes 
4. Underground telephone wires 
5. Increasing membership in Stockade Asso

ciation 
6. Getting to know more of our new neigh

bors 
But most important - how can we get the 

Stockade recognized "officially" as a New 
York State Historical Zone? 

championship in competitio.1 against their 
counterparts in the other elementary schools 
of the city. The boys and Mrs. Bob were 
recognized at a school assembly in February. 
Mr. Grant, Director of Physcial Education, 
awarded ribbons to team members. A brass 
ensemble made up of Paige and Riverside 
pupils played at the assembly. Mrs. Jane 
Sullivan is their director. 

We are now in the midst of preparation for 
the highlight of the school's social season. On 
Thursday, April 9, the Association will spon
sor the annual spaghetti supper. It is hoped 
that the entire community will turn out to 
participate in this neighborhood activity. 

You are also urged to circle June 8th on 
your calendar. This will be the annual Spring 
meeting of the RSA. Whether or not you 
have children at Riverside, your interest in 
our neighborhood school and your participa
tion in the Riverside School Association are 
welcome. An active, informed school com
munity is essential if we are to achieve the 
high quality public school education we want 
for our children. 

-Ted Kurtz, President 
Riverside School Association 
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30 NORTH FERRY STREET, SCHENECTADY, N, Y. 

GIFTS and ANTIQU6S 
HOURS: 10:30 A. M. TO 4:,0 P. M. 

TUESDAY THRU SATURDAY 
ANTIQUES ACCl:PTIEO 

ON CONSIGNMENT 

A Stockade Tradition . 
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Stockade '7ours 
for hou.se guests, clubs, groups 
o~e dollar dout1oa per person 

call 393-8622 
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BeViers Party - Washington's Birthday (A 
Be Vier Rent-a-Holiday Special) was celebrated 
in great style by the BeViers of 12 North 
Ferry Street who gave a splendid bash in 
honor of George for about 470,000,000 
friends and neighbors. I cannot tell a lie. It 
was a terrific party. 

Binzers Return - 'Twas good to see Pat and 
Hank Binzer again. What's this we hear? 
You miss the Stockade so much you may be 
moving back? Terrific? 

Shanklin's Valentine Party - Kay and Van 
Shanklin entertained at a lovely valentine 
cocktail party. Good food, good company 
and a fabulous bartender added to a very 
enjoyable evening! 

St. George's Nursery School - The wild and 
wooly wee ones at St. Georges have been 
buzzing with activity as usual. Signs of spring 
can be seen everywhere. The children planted 
marigold seeds and have been making beauti
ful Easter decorations. 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Greenberg of Pasadena, 
California were recent very welcome guests 
at 29 Front Street. The Greenbergs are David 
and Douglas Lapp's grandparents, and did 
they ever have a ball with Gramma and 
Grampa! 

Bill Kornrumpf of Front St. recently sang 
with the Schenectady Choral Society in a 
special pre-Easter Service at the Scotia Re
formed Church. 

Mr. and Mrs. Phillip St. John of Front Street 
proudly announce the promotion of their son, 
Robert, to Assistant Vice-President of the 
Mortgage Bankers Insurers Company in 
Fayetteville, N.Y. 

Welcome home, Jim and Beverly Baar after 
three years in Paris and Geneva. The Baars 
are presently residing on Green Street. 

Leslie Ann Chrisler, the granddaughter of 
Mrs. Elizabeth Taylor of Washington Avenue, 
was married on Feb. 21 to Michael Vaughan
Lee of London, England. The couple will 
make their home in Brisbane, Australia. 
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O'NEILL'S UPHOLSTERY 
864-56S1 

*Complete Upholstery 
*Slipcovers and Drapes 
*Refinishing and Glueing 
*Veneer Repair and Touch-up 
*Cane and Rush Seats 
*First Aid for Amateurs 

R.D. 2 Delanson, New York 

Stockade Greets New Neighbors 
Ann and William Thomas - 16 Washington 
Avenue. Bill is assistant professor of french 
at Union College and they have just returned 
from a year in Paris. They have a son, 
Andrew, almost three years-old. 

Beverly and Ed Gogola - 128 College Street. 
They have a daughter, Beth, three months-old. 
Beverly is interested in doing daytime baby
sitting in her home. 

Linda and Byron Nichols - 116 Front Street. 
Byron is in the political science department 
at Union College. Linda is a teacher. 

Marilyn and Bill Taggert - 108 North Ferry 
Street. Marilyn is quite an accomplished 
pianist. She is teaching rhythms to pre
schoolers and piano lessons to older children. 

Professor Charles Gati - 113 Front Street. 
Charles is in the biology department at Union 
College .. 

Paul Tocker - 28 Front Street. He is an 
attorney in Schenectady. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Phillip St. John of 
Fayette, North Carolina are the proud parents 
of a brand new baby boy, Christopher Scott, 
who was born on March 3. Christopher's 
very happy grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Phillip 
St. John of 39 Front Street, will be going to 
North Carolina to visit their new grandson 
in March. 

June and Doug Griset spent a week in Puerto 
Rico in March. Marshmallow and Callanan 
Griset spent their vacation in Scotia. 

Roger. and Rosemary Segalla and their five 
children, formerly of 13 Washington Avenue 
and Scotia, recently spent a day with Jirn and 
Betty Lane of 148 Front Street. Jean and 
Jack Legger and family and Bill and Hoagy 
Walker and family, formerly of 4 West Front 
Street, also joined in the reunion. Do you 
realize that there were 14 children all to
gether? Whew! 

Da~id Lapp of 29 Front Street and Erin Lane 
of 148 Front Street were recent guest stars 
on Joan Lapp's "Window on the World" ETV 
news show on Channel 17. 
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Pl a n n i ng Continued from page 3 

seen by anyone. Kirkland added that more 
emphasis should be put on de v e Io ping 
neighborhood parks instead of just one huge 
park so that all the city residents could enjoy 
them. 

In his closing remarks, Kirkland urged all 
Stockaders to become more involved in their 
surrounding city and the city's effort to 
revive Schenectady. "It is in your best in
terests," he noted. 

And totaling agreeing with him were the 
Stockaders attending the meeting. Among 
the many plaudits, one member probably 
summed the meeting up best when he de
clared: "This is the best meeting I have ever 
attended. Let's have more like this." 
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IF THE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION still had 
this kind of city map to work with, we are sure a 
lot of their problems in reviving Schenectady into 
orderly districts would be solved. While it is evident 
the streets were not laid out in the best fashion, 
think of all the recreation areas the city could have 
around the creeks and ponds. 

EUROPEAN TOURS 
17 days from$ 499 

HAWAIIAN ADVENTURE 
14 days from $ 445 

Heck Travel 
151 Barrett Street 346-3431 

No Service Charge 

Free Parking at Jr. Bootery on Clinton 

FINE FOOD 
101t-1oa St.te.s+.at Cn11rch 
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