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The draft revised zoning ordinance and map is 
a result of effort by the City Planning Commis
sion, the Mayor's Advisory Board and the City 
staff working with the Schenectady County 
Planning Department. Over the past six months 
the existing ordinance has been reviewed and 
where necessary, revised and updated. While 
much of the ordinance remains unchanged, a 
number of amendments are proposed to clarify 
and update the City's land use requirements and 
zoning administration procedures. Additionally, 
some changes result from the recommendations 
of the recent City Comprehensive Economic 
Rian. 

This paper summarizes the major revisions to 
the existing City Zoning Ordinance. Following 
public hearing, these revisions and any changes 
made by City Council, could be enacted as the 
comprehensively revised City Zoning Ordinance. 

ZONING TEXT CHANGES 

I) Administration and Enforcement. Article 
IX has been expanded to clarify the staff 
responsibilities in zoning administration. The 
Planning Department is assigned the principal 
role in zoning administration, commission 
staffing and professional technical assistance. 
This work involves both clerical and profes
sional staff duties. Consistent with the Housing 
Department's code enforcement and inspection 
role, zoning enforcement is proposed to remain 
in the Housing Department working coopera
tively with the Planning staff and City Corpora
tion Counsel. 

2) Complaint Procedure. A procedure for 
submitting and investigating public complaints 
of violation has been included. 

3) Use Requirements. Zoning is the basic 
means of separating and restricting incompatible 
uses. The use requirements in all districts were 
reviewed in this project. The special permit 
authorization to permit discretionary review of 
potential problem uses has been expanded. 
Article I, III and XI specify requirements for: 

-Gasoline service stations. 
-Motor vehicle repair shops. 
-Home occupations. 
-Professional office development in residen-

tial districts. 
-Parking and nonresidential development 

adjoining residential uses, requirement for 
buffer yard. 
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-Parking spaces: number required and 
design standards. 

-Group residences. 
-Apartment conversions. 

Use requirements adopted by Council 
governing uses such as topsoil excavation and 
adult bookstores have been incorporated into 
the updated text. 

4) Historic Districts. In consultation with the 
Historic Districts Commission and neighbor
hood groups several changes are proposed to 
Article VII. 

-The 8-2 District use regulations have been 
modified to permit apartment conversions by 
special permit only in the Stockade Historic 
District. 

-Use and lot size requirements for the A-2 
District have been made consistent with the 
character of the G .E. Realty Plot. A prohibi
tion on the use 0f acoessor-Y buildi-ngs for
home occupations is proposed in the A-2. 

-An OH Overlay Historic District is created 
to be mapped in areas of diverse land use 
warranting HOC review. Inclusion of the 
Union Street National Register District is 
recommended. 

-Additional permit review standards to guide 
the Commission in review of alteration and 
demolition are added. 

-A change in the nominations for appoint
ments to the Commission is proposed. 

-A maintenance requirement for buildings 
within the Historic Districts is found in 
Section 7.11. 

5) Nonconformities. A use or building which 
does not comply with the requirements of the 
zoning 0 1rdinance is considered nonconforming. 
In order to clarify the rules applying to non
conformities, the draft proposes making a 
distinction between nonconforming uses and 
nonconforming buildings. Rules for the applica
tion of parking requirement to existing uses also 
specified. 

6) Downtown. Property within a special 
assessment parking district is considered exempt 
from ordinance parking requirements. The F 
District height requirement has been increased 
by I 0-feet to 45-feet in order to better reflect the 
height of existing and proposed downtown 
development. 

7) Format Changes. While the basic outline of 
articles remains, the hierarchy of sections and 
subsections has been modified to improve the 
ordinances clarity and interpretability. Schedule 
A has been replaced with Article III specifying 
district requirements in a text format. 
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8) Procedures. Procedures for zoning amend
ment by the Planning Commission and City 
Council have been clarified in Article XIII. The 
Planning Commission is authorized to review 
site development plans for certain types of 
development including institutional building 
apartment conversions. (Article XVI) 

9) Zoning Districts. Most of the ex1stmg 
districts and district requirements have been 
retained. Three new districts have been created, 
while two existing districts have been 
consolidated. 

-An OS Recreation and Open Space District 
has been created and mapped at parks, 
preserves and cemeteries. 

- The D and D-1 Districts have been consol
idated into a single D Neighborhood Retail 
Business District. 

-The S Senior Citizens District has been 
censolidated within the C Multiple"'-Family 
Residential District. 

-Based on the recommendations found in the 
Comprehensive Economic Plan, two new 
districts are proposed to be established in 
order to set high site development standards 
for office and industrial park development. 
Requirements governing parking, open 
space/landscaping, building bulk, and yards 
are intended to promote quality development 
within the EO Office Park District and the 
GP Industrial Park District. 

ZONING MAP CHANGES 

In order to improve the clarity and accuracy of 
the official zoning map, the base map use for the 
updated version is a set of eight neighborhood 
maps drafted at a scale of one inch equals four 
hundred feet. Done on reproducible mylar, these 
maps can more precisely represent district 
boundaries than the existing smaller scale map. 
This series of maps has been updated with recent 
planometric features such as the new Freemans 
Bridge and relocated approach roads. One set 
will be used to show the basic zoning districts 
and a second set is drafted with special purpose 
zoning districts including the OH Overlay 
Historic District and the PRO District. A single 
zoning map was also prepared for distribution to 
the public with the zoning text. 

Changes to the actual existing district 
boundaries have been limited to those recom
mended in the Comprehensive Economic Plan 
or to those districts that have been consolidated 
or created by the proposed text update. Except 
for the following proposed changes, the location 
and boundaries of the zoning districts remain 
unchanged. 
(Continued on page 3) 
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Letters 
A recent interview with the writer and Robert 

Fredericks, Supt. of Parks, elicited the following 
information: 

The City has spent the major portion of the 
federal grant allocated to the City Park System 
(approximately $20,000 for Rotundo Park 
alone) on the total rehabilitation of the play
ground facilities and work on the river bank, so 
that from this year on, there will be no brush 
growing along the banks, thus allowing a better 
view of the river. 

The work of repairing and repainting the 
benches and tables is to be a first on the schedule 
for this Spring. Parentheticallly that promise 
was made to me last Spring. Let's keep our 
fingers crossed. 

I have urged upon Mr. Fredericks that some 
city wide publicity be given to the use of the park 
in pleasant weather as a place for picnic lunches 
by some of the people who work downtown. Mr. 
Fredericks in turn suggested that the Spy would 
be a good place to start and I would urge you to 
bring this use of the park to the fullest attention 
of your readers. Several of the girls in our office 
use the park for their noon hour lunch break. 
They have found it most satisfying. I'm sure 
others would also discover that it's a great spot 
to eat and relax. 

E.A.R.C. 

Operation I.D. 
engraver available 

An engraver electric marking pencil is avail
able now for loan to persons wishing to mark 
their valuables with operation I.D. numbers. 
The engraver is at The Difference Is 118 South 
Ferry Street (12305) courtesy of the owners of 
the store, and can be signed out between IO am -
5 pm Monday thru Saturday. The store number 
is 382-7600, a call before going over will verify 
that the engraver is available, and not out on 
loan. Engraved personal I.D. numbers make 
stolen property easy to trace and reduces the 
value of such items to a "fence". Marked items 
are part of a national system and can be returned 
to the citizen from anywhere in the United States 
if recovered by authorities. 

Purse Snatching 
As warm weather returns we can expect an 

increase in purse snatching. A wallet carried in a 
pocket instead of in a purse will be safe from 
snatching. A purse can be carried close to the 
body under an arm, and away from the street 
side of the sidewalk when walking. Be aware that 
some youths have used bicycles to ride in with 
and grab a handbag. 

President's Message 
The Board of the Stockade Association wishes 

a very Happy Easter Season to all residents and 
friends of the Stockade and the East Front Street 
Neighborhood. 

March Meeting 

Warm thanks are extended to Captain 
Richard Wilke and Sailing Master Norman 
Bauman of the classic ketch, "OLD FRIEND" 
for their splendid presentation at the March 26th 
General Public meeting of the Stockade 
Association. Anyone wishing to learn more 
about the history of the tidewater Hudson, or 
inspired to sail with the "OLD FRIEND" should 
contact Richard or Norman at 346-4997. 

Nominating Committee 

A nominating committee has been formed to 
prepare a slate of officers to replace members of 
the Board who will complete their term of office 
this season. Anyone wishing to run for office 
now or in the future, or anyone wishing to put 
forward names for nomination, should contact 
Catherine or Fred Kindl, Co-Chairpersons, or 
Susan Bokan and Jessica Spacil, members of the 
committee: 

The Stockade Spy 

An Associate Editor is needed for the Spy. 
Please contact Eileen Julian or any member of 
the Spy staff if you are interested. 

Stockade Association Membership 

Newcomers and long term residents alike are 
encouraged to join the Association and enjoy 
presentations such as the one mentioned above. 
Please call Kathy Johnson or Rachael Arm
strong for information. 

Army Corps of Engineers' Response to 
Stockade Letter Re Wilmorite 

President - Stockade Association 
The Stockade Association of Schenectady 
P.O. Box 1661 
Schenectady, NY 12301 

Dear Ms. Julian: 
Thank-you for your recent comment letter in 

response to Public Notice Number 11640-81-
489-YS describing a proposal by Wilmorite Inc. 
to relocate an existing stream channel and place 
fill material into 20.8 acres of its adjacent 
wetlands to create dry land to accommodate the 
development of a shopping mall in the Town of 
Rotterdam, Schenectady County, New York. 
The proposal is referred to as the Rotterdam 
Square Mall. 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter. 
Your comments have been made part of the 
administrative record for this application. They 
will be used in our public interest evaluation of 
the application. 

We will inform you of our fin_al decision on the 
application. 

Sincerely, 

Joseph J. Seebode 
Area Engineer 
Western Permits Section 

Spring-a-bration! 
Craft Show May 12 

The YWCA JOB SHOP will hold "Spring-a
bration!", a top quality juried craft show May 12 

• from 9 AM to 4 PM indoors at the Stockade 
YWCA. 

50 crafts people from the local area and 
statewide are expected to attend, including 3 
from the Stockade. Door prizes include: coat 
rack, wooden hand-painted recipe box, a cake, 
set of steak knives, fabric wall hanging and many 
more. Plants and baked goods will also be sold. 
The celebration of Spring is just in time for 
Mother's Day. Please come. 

City Living 
A Series of Programs for Urban Dwellers 

to be held in the McChesney Room 
Schenectady County Public Library 

Liberty and Clinton Streets 
382-3500 

Ways to Play: Urban Recreation 

Thursday, April 19, 1984, 7:30 - 9:30 PM 

Where can I launch my canoe? How do I find 
an entrance to the bike trail? What's a new game 
or a parcours? How can I find a quiet place in the 
middle of the city? Can I really adopt a park? 
Our panel of experts will show slides, tell you 
about new recreational programs, and answer 
questions. 

Presentors: Robert Frederick, Superinten
dent of Parks and Recreation, City of Schenec
tady; Glenn Gibbs, Planner for the City of 
Schenectady; Harold Hagamann, Jr., Regional 
Program Specialist, Saratoga-Capital District, 
N.Y.S. Office of Parks and Recreation; Anne 
Jaster, Environmental Clearinghouse of 
Schenectady. 

Solarizing Your City Home 

Monday, April 30, 1984, 7:30 - 9:30 PM 

Ideas for city dwellers and home owners on 
how to connect your older house to solar heat. 
Program will include slides of solar installations. 

Presentor: Robert Wing, solar energy 
designer. 

Spring! 
A goodly welcome unto thee 
Thou loveliest season of the year! 

How we have waited for your return 
Thru a tiresome winter, cold and dreary! 

Now you are with us once again 
In your vernal finery resplendent. 

So think you not to quickly flee away 
No, rather, prepare to linger on 
As if these were a nought of time. 
Indeed, t'would be a crime most heinous 
If this visitation were too quickly be aborted, 
Leaving us, sadly distraught, unhappily here 
Oh Primavera, can't you stay with us all year? 

Ernest A. R. Cohen 



SCHENECTADY ZONING TEXT (Cont'd) 

1) EO Office Park District. This newly created 
district has been mapped on the land southeast 
of the 1-890/ Route 7 interchange. Based on the 
comprehensive plan recommendations, this 
includes the former baseball stadium property 
and commercially zoned land south along the 
Conrail right-of-way. Residential properties 
fronting on Kings Road remain unchanged. No 
other sites are recommended for this classifica
tion, however part of this potential development 
area is located in the Town of Rotterdam and 
similar zoning there should be enacted. 

2) GP Industrial Park District. This newly 
created district has been mapped on land along 
the Mohawk River downstream (northeast) of 
the Delaware and Hudson railroad bridge. 
Formerly designated for heavy industry, much 
of this land is ideally suited for high quality 
industrial park development according to the 
plan. With improved highway accessibility 
afforded by the Freemans Bridge and Erie 
Boulevard projects, and with City promotion, 
this site could attract desirable light industrial 
development. 

3) D District Consolidation. Areas that are 
now zoned D-1 have been consolidated into the 
D District. This includes one parcel located on 
Brandywine Avenue now used as a dance lesson 
studio. 

4) OS District. The new OS Open Space and 
Recreation District has been mapped on major 
city parks, recreational areas and preserves that 
formerly were zoned residential. This classifica
tion has also been applied to cemetries - a 
permitted use. A small area along the Mohawk 
River which is ndeveloped and located within 
an area of high flood hazard has also been 
mapped with this classification. 

5) OH District. The OH Overlay Historic 
District was created to be mapped in areas of 
diverse land use and on individual sites of 
landmark historic properties. In conjunction 
with the existing zoning the OH District has 
been mapped in the area of the Union Street 
Corridor National Register District. While the . 
National Register District extends from Erie 
Boulevard east to Phoenix A venue, the buildings 
west of Barrett Street have been excluded from 
OH classification pending further study. It is 
recommended that the City evaluate the benefits 
of applying this designation to individual 
landmark properties of historic or architectural 
significance. This would be an appropriate 
project for the Historic Districts Commission 
working with City Planning staff assistance. 

6) Lower Broadway. Zoning within the 
Schenectady Center redevelopment area has 
been modified slightly to make the zoning 
consistent with City plans. This involves 
expansion of the G District zoning at the 
proposed industrial park and extension of the C 
District in the area recommended for market 
rate housing. 

7) S District. The S District, permitting only 
special housing for the elderly, has been 
consolidated into the C Multiple-Family District. 
This should allow improved development 
opportunities for such housing since the C 
District is mapped over a much wider area. This 
action affects four parcels with a combined area 
of less than twelve acres. The same uses as now in 
existence are allowed in these rezoned areas. 

8) Woodlawn Neighborhood. City-owned 
property along the Conrail right-of-way and 
including part of the land to be used for the 
storm water retention pond, has been zoned "A" 
Single Family Residential. This is consistent 
with the City's long-term policy of quality 
residential development in the Woodlawn 
neighborhood. 

9) Neighborhood Rezonings. In drafting the 
zoning maps, the County staff reviewed the 
Mont Pleasant, Hamilton Hill and Central State 
Street neighborhood rezonings enacted by the 
City Council. Care was taken to ensure that the 
district boundaries enacted were correctly 
shown on the updated maps. This entailed a 
review of the original resolutions and their 
accompanying maps. 

10) Ellis Hospital. Land purchased by Ellis 
Hospital and the Sunnyview Center, recently 
developed for parking, has been rezoned to C 
Multiple-Family in order to be consistent with 
the remainder of the hospital property. 

Hot Cross Buns 
Hot Cross Buns. Eating hot cross buns at 

breakfast on Good Friday morning is a custom 
which still flourishes in many English and 
American household. Formerly, these round, 
spiced cakes marked with a cross, eaten hot, 
were made at home by housewives who rose at 
dawn for the purpose, or by local bakers who 
worked through the night to have them ready for 
delivery to their customers in time for breakfast. 
In towns, and especially in London, street 
vendors used to come out early in the mornings, 
carrying trays or baskets full of hot buns covered 
by a blanket and white cloth to preserve the heat, 
and crying as they went: 

Hot Cross Buns! 
One-a-penny, two-a-penny, 
Hot Cross Buns! 

They made a cheerful noise which was one of 
the distinctive sounds of Good Friday. But they 
vanished from the streets when the bakers who 
supplied them with their wares ceased to work at 
night. 

Hot Cross buns have a long ancestry, running 
backwards into pre-Christian times. Small cakes 
made of wheaten flour and marked with a cross 
were eaten in Spring by the pagan Greeks and 
Romans, particularly at the festival of Diana 
which was celebrated at the Vernal Equinox. 
The early Saxons also seem to have eaten similar 
cakes round about the same March date. The 
two petrified loaves with a cross on them 
discovered in the ruins of Herculaneum were 
almost certainly made for some pagan ritual 
purpose, for although by A.D. 79 the year in 
which Herculaneum was destroyed by volcanic 
action - there may have been some Christians 
living in the doomed city, it is not very likely that 
the loaves were made for them. How soon after 
the general adoption of Christianity these festive 
little cakes became customary fare on what was 
always, and still is, one of the great fast-days of 
the Church's year is not certain. 

Dawson Van Eps 

Studio 
1 Bedroom 
2 Bedroom 

2 Bedroom Townhouses 

~TOCK~DE 
(((eAST 

15 N. College St. 
Schenectady, NY-382-1810 

Kim's Oriental Restaurant 
Korean. Chinese & Japanese Cuisine 

Take our and self service & formal dining room 

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET 
Every Thursday & Saturday 5 PM - 10 PM 

Adults $7.95 - under 8 $3.95 
Includes 3-soups, 3 appetizers, 

Oriental salads, 5 main courses, dessert 

1501 Maxon Rd .. across from Ramada Inn 

374-3271 

Bxbaw Inn 
10 State Street 

Superb Dining 

m 

Downtown Schenectady 

For Reservations call 382-8844 

XEROX COPIES 
Low Low Prices 

OFFSET PRINTING 
Small or Large Orders 

124 Jay St. 393-0301 

T 

-
~ 

Teddy Bears and Toys 
have changed their address 

now live at 125 Jay St. 
Mon - Sat IO AM - 5 PM 



Sidewalks in the 
Stockade 

The Stockade Spy is fortunate in having a new 
advertiser this month-Mark Weinheimer, the 
son of Barbara and George Weinheimer of Front 
Street. Mark, a mason, had already done a new 
sidewalk for the Allen Stracks at the corner of 
Front and North Ferry Streets. If you walk past 
the corner you will see how well he has fitted and 
laid the flagstone. The combination of gray 
stone and red brick result in a most pleasing 
effect. We compliment Ellie and Allen Strack on 
their walk. 

We also look forward to the new walk that will 
be laid in front of Rich Brown's house on Ferry 
Street and the sidewalk to be laid in front of the 
newly restored Union College dormitories on 
College Street. 

If you don't believe that a good sidewalk adds 
greatly to the appearance of a house, take a 
careful look from across the street at that in front 
of the Feibes and Schmidt house at 17 North 
Ferry Street and note the total effect of house 
and front treatment. 

If we cannot approach such dignity and 
handsomeness in our own, we can readily see 
how a good walk increases the importance of a 
property. 

Let's Save the Sidewalks! 

The following is a reprint in part, of an article 
by Art Levy which appeared in the April 1982 
edition of the Spy. We urge you to take 
advantage of the excellent program developed 
by Art and his Sidewalk Committee and the 
1981 / 82 Stockade Association Board. 

We are pleased to announce that at the last 
Stockade Association Board Meeting, the 
maximum incentive award amount per house
hold was increased to $300.00, with a maximum 
yearly budget of $3,000. Please contact any 
member of the Stockade Board if you wish help 
with improving your sidewalk. 

SAVE THE SIDEWALKS 

An incentive program is being offered by the 
Stockade Association to improve the appear
ance of our sidewalks in the Stockade. The 
incentive is a cash award to any property owner 
who upgrades the sidewalk in front of his/ her 
property according to some simple guidelines 
available from the Stockade Association. 

The overall purpose of the program is to 
reverse the trend that has been degrading our 
sidewalks for the past decade. The trend has 
been that of replacing or covering slate side
walks with asphalt blacktop. 

An important aspect of the program is to 
improve the appearance of our community. No 
one benefits more from the Stockade's appear
ance than its residents. There is little disagree
ment about the beauty and permanence of slate 
walks or the poor appearance and non
permanence of blacktop. Furthermore, if you 
look at places where cars habitually park on the 
sidewalks you will often find blacktop paving; as 
if it were an invitation for the cars to invade the 
domain of the pedestrians. There is a good 
compromise between slate walks and blacktop. 
Concrete. It is a long term investment. You can 
find concrete walks in the Stockade in very good 
condition that have the date 1944 marked on 
them. 

Although, slate sidewalks are expensive to 
install, there is no reason that they should not 
last indefinitely. A good quality concrete is less 
expensive and will last about 20 years or more 
providing salt is used sparingly for ice removal. 
Blacktop is the cheapest to install, but requires 
annual maintenance which eventually becomes 
more costly than the alternatives. 

Stockade sidewalks are classified as follows: 
Class A: Full width slate, brick, or stone 
Class B: Concrete 
Class C: Blacktop 

For instance, if you have a slate walk that has 
been covered with blacktop, restoring the slate 
surface to acceptable condition will bring you 
the cash reward. For acceptability a sidewalk 
must meet city standards and be reviewed by the 
board of the Stockade Association. 

Since sidewalks must be kept in good repair by 
law, any work that does not upgrade the class of 
the sidewalk (for instance, filling cracks in 
concrete) will be ineligible for an award. Only 
"public right-of-way" sidewalks are eligible for 
this program. 

Neighborhood Watch 
Information Meeting 

The first of a series of three information 
meetings of the watch will be held on Tuesday, 
April 24th at 7 pm. Sgt. Ray Wemple of the 
Hamilton Hill Police Community Center will 
show a video film about Neighborhood Watch 
Programs and discuss alarm systems for the 
home. Future programs will focus on the 
prevention of burglary and muggings, locks for 
the home and Operation I.D. Refreshments will 
be served. 

STRESS MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT 
EVELYN M. SMITH, M.A. 

217 Union Streel 
Schenectady, New York 
Phone (518) 393-1176 

Individual 6 Group 
S...lotle 

9¥ Api,oinllllftl 

Only 

Compliments 

ERIE BLVD/ 
CAR WASH 
1421 Erle Boulevard 

Schenectady, NY 

A. w. LAWRENCE •oo .. INC. 

(518) 37(H 720 

Insurance 

good news for future delivery 

Veronica W. Lynch 
REAL ESTATE 

5 SOUTH CHl!RCH ST. PHONE 393-3609 

(518) 382-8983 

~ 
JIM'S BLVD. AUTO 

JIM MARKLE 
Owner 

SALES & SER VICE 

1305 ERIE BLVD. 
SCHENECTADY. NEW YORK 12305 

Schenectady 
Trust 
The Schenectady Trust Company 
Schenectady, New York. 
A full service Bank. 
Member FDIC. 
Subsidiary of TrustCo Bank Corp N Y 

Telephone: 377-3311 

~ ----•v JEWELRY c... u~ COMPANY 

"Jewelers to the Stockade 
J or 62 years" 

Diamonds - Watches - China - Silver - Gifts 
374-8219 

315 State St. Schenectady 



The Children's Shelter 
"One of the Stockade's Best Neighbors. . " 

Imagine yourself a Schenectady police officer, 
patrolling Watt Street early one winter Sunday 
morning-and seeing an 18-month-old boy 
walking along, alone, and wearing only diapers. 
Naturally, you stop, put the baby in the car, and 
conduct a quick look-around for worried 
parents. And then.just as naturally, you head for 
the Children's Shelter at 2IO Union Street, in the 
Stockade. You know it will be open, even on 
what is for most of us a non-working day. You 
know that there will be food, a bed, clothes and 
medical care, if needed, to take care of your 
passenger's immediate needs, while you and 
your colleagues search for the parents. 

Such an automatic reaction has been true in 
Schenectady since 1888, when a group of 
concerned citizens decided to establish a 
Childr~n•s Home. And the present Shelter, in 
existence since 1914, has been one of the 
Stockade's best neighbors since then. 

Children come to 2IO Union Street for varied 
reasons. They may be victims of parental neglect 
or abuse. They may be children of now-single 
parents who face a long hospital stay and need 
emergency care for their youngsters. In other 
cases, they may be children of devoted parents, 
faced with an emergency such as a fire in their 
homes-and firemen, too, have brought children 
to the Shelter, if parents were injured or not 
available when the fire struck. And sometimes 
children in distress have walked in off the street. 

The point is that the Shelter is there, for 
temporary, emergency help-24 hours a day, 
365 days a year. "We never close," says Dick 
Celmer, team leader oi-rhe s-h-ette-r staff:--"TheTe 
is always someone here, and others within call." 

Working with Dick are nine staff members 
who specialize in child care; two social workers; 
one cook, and a part-time maintenance 
specialist. A consulting psychiatrist and a 
psychologist are also available, if need for their 
professional competence is indicated. The staff 
will provide medical help, if needed, as well as 
clothing. 

Volunteer help is always welcome at the 
Shelter, and their ages run the gamut, from high 
school students to 20- and 30-year-olds and 
retired persons. They make an important 
contribution to the functioning of the Shelter. 

The facility's official title is now Parkhurst 
Emergency Shelter. It was applied last summer, 
when Secretary of State Gail Shaffer gave the 
final approval needed to consolidate the 
Children's Home of Schenectady and Parkhurst 
Parent & Child Center into the new Northeast 
Parent & Child Society, headquartered at 120 
Park Ave. The two agencies had served local 
children and families for a combined total of 
nearly 200 years. 

Northeast's Executive Director Lance 
Jackson-who was formerly in charge at the 
Union Street Shelter-will tell you that outside 
of New York City, only three such shelters exist 
in all of New York State, at Poughkeepsie, 
Rochester and Schenectady ... almost unbeliev
able, in view of the prevalence of child abuse ano 
neglect stories in the news media today. 
Accordingly, the local Shelter also serves 
Albany, Ulster, Saratoga and other counties. At 
present, 90% of the children come from Schenec
tady County. 

Age limits at the Shelter range from 28 days to 
17 years, and it is equipped to handle their 
varying needs. The time limit, for what is called 
'temporary, emergency placement', is 60 days, 
but "We can use our discretion," says Dick 
Celmer. From talking to him, you can be sure 
that the needs of the child, rather than regula
tions, will. always be the No. I priority in his 
mind. 

The Shelter's official limit is IO children, and it 
was filled as of mid-March. But again, you come 
away with the feeling that Lance Jackson and 
Dick Celmer would never turn away a child who 
needs help, no matter what had to be done to 
provide acceptable shelter. 

In the fiscal year 1982-83, the total of children 
sheltered was 99. This was a decrease from the 
107 in 1981-82 and the 146 in 1980-81, but "We 
seem to have longer stays now," says Dick 
Celmer. 

Northeast Parent & Child Society, which 
provides a wide range of services for both adults 
and children, works with the New York State 
Department of Social Services. The Department 
sets standards for the Society, contracts for 
services to be rendered, and provides funds. 
Contracts are also signed with individual 
counties. Contributions from concerned citizens 
are welcome and of course are tax-deductible. 

Most children staying at the Shelter attend 
school daily, and their school records are needed 
on admission. Tutoring services can be provided. 
Other services available include what social 
workers call 'crisis intervention counseling', in 
cases of difficult family situations, and 30-day 
diagnostic evaluations, which result in specific 
recommendations for treatment of youngsters. 

Webster defines 'shelter' as 'something that 
protects, as from the elements, danger, etc.' At 
210 Union Street, the word means much, much 
more to children. It stands for food, medical 
care, warmth, clothing, guidance, psychiatric or 
psychological aid-all provided by competent, 
devoted specialists, who really care for their 
charges. 

John H. Ronayne 

City Hall 
Schenectady, N. Y. 
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An Appraisal of Present 
Day Methods of 
Raising Children 

Dr. Van Der Bogert, first pediatrician in 
Schenectady, started his practice at his home, 
111 Union Street, in 1909. 

Patients of the doctor will be warmly re
minded of him and his admonitions by the 
following article published originally in 1931 
and republished in 1984. 

FROM THE LIBRARY 

Despite all the wonderful advances in the 
medicine of childhood, I believe that the 
youngsters of the older time were possibly better 
human specimens, both physically and mentally, 
because they were not exploited by the efficiency 
expert and commercialist; they were not 
deprived of their vitamins by a machine age and 
supplied them unintelligently by the over
zealous; they were not stuffed to the distressing 
point because someone had misinterpreted the 
calorie and they were not a mass production 
basis, required to meet specifications ... 

The children of today, then, are at the mercy 
of the masses led by over-zealous and unthinking 
setters of fashion. Although I make my living in 
the practice of pediatrics I honestly believe that 
they deserve a certain amount of protection from 
the pediatrician, the nutrition worker and the 
psycho-analyst, as well as from the propagandist 
and the exploiter, and should be permitted to 
live a rational and not too carefully guarded 
existence, which may be summed up to include 
three simple meals daily, the discouragement 
rather than the encouragement of the bite 
between meals, the withdrawal of food when the 
appetite is lost rather than its forcing in a 

·.1 
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misdirected effort to improve nutrition, plenty 
of time for exercise in the open air and school 
hours adjusted to play, outdoor living and meals 
rather than the reverse as is now the case. Let us 
forget the weight chart and estimate physical and 
mental development by the general appearance 
of well-being, the disposition or reaction of 
surroundings, the susceptibility to fatigue and to 
infections and by the progress up or down the 
physical scale. 

The obligation of the pediatrician and of the 
general practitioner should be to prevent 
overdoing unnecessary and unwarranted treat
ment, to stand between the child and the over 
enthusiastic specialist, whether lay or medical, to 
see to it that in their efforts to justify their 
specialties they do not swing the pendulum to the 
breaking point. 

I am sorry that I can not agree with Dr. 
Hutchinson in his criticism of the periodic health 
examination. I am sure that, in the case of the 
child at least, many conditions, if found early 
enough, may be corrected, although it is very 
probably true that there is a great deal of 
nonsense about the beginnings of disease in 
adult life and that many of them can not be 
detected early and if detected can not be cured. 
Periodic examinations in infancy or early 
childhood are often worth while if for no other 
reason than to assure a mother whose nervous
ness and worry may distinctly react upon the 
child. 

FRANK VAN DER BOGERT, M.D. 

An Appraisal of Present Day Methods of 
Raising Child 

NY State J Med 1931:31:343. 
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JOURNAL OF MEDICINE 

the diff ere nee is ... 
the difference is excitina sifts 

the difference is distinctive stationery and cards 

the difference is your kind of clothes 

the difference is 

corner of libeny cl s. ferry 111. 
visa 

382-7600 

master card 

FREE DELIVERY 
372-4141 
372-3304 

THE COLONIAL PET AL 

131 Canal Square 
downtown Schenectady 

377-6648 

European Flower Market 
Every Thursday 

All cut flowers 50% off 

Beginning April 5th! 

OPEN Mon.-Fri. ti! 9 Sat. til 5:00 

Stained Glass 
by 

~ 
In the Stockade 393-1607 

SCHE!\ECTAD\'S FIRST BA~K 
Serving the Stockade Area 

Since 1807 

Phone Bus. 393-2109 Res. 399-6410 

Charle·s W. Merriam & Son, Inc. 
Always Ready To Serve Your Insuring Needs 

Since 1905 

Charles W. Merriam, Jr. 

202 State Street Schenectady, NY 

M,Af<K 1(. LJlttJ Ht.a Me~ 
6tOf. uJ l>ILK-6 

~"("o IV~ -"BR t Q( -C<' N<:::'2t'r ~ 

37+-~''" 

For Mm and Women 
r'\J. ~~ Hair at its Best 

~'-Ill-~-'-'-~~ _;,J~ 
137 South Ferry Street 372-1948 


