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HISTORICAL RESTORATION: 
A PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATION 

To this newly found spot did I return 
Frequently. with an increasing interest and delight 
To look upon the homes there closely assembled 
Houses of many styles and many ages 
And of varied painted colors. some carefully tended 
Others for want of simple care fast descending 
Into a sad unhappy decline. 

This was the Stockade and herein 
Remained the evidence of an early settlement. 
A dorp of farms and trading ports and 

craftsman shops 
Forged by men and women of signal resolve 
And Purpose against the trials and hazards 
Of those uncertain pioneer days of long ago 

(Excerpt. Ernest A.R. Cohen 
"The Stockade-A Vignette") 

Embraced in much of the poetry of the late 
Ernest Cohen are the underlying roots of the 
aesthetics involved in historic rehabilitation. 
The question quite simply is this, "What is it that 
drives many individuals to commit substantial 
amounts of time, money, sweat, and a very real 
part of themselves to the rebuilding and main­
tenance of an old house?" What was it that 
produced in Ernest Cohen the "increasing 
interest and delight" when he first came upon the 
Stockade that only grew more intense as the 
years went by? The answer implicit in his poetry 
is that there can be a moral element involved in 
the apprehension of beauty that can instill in the 
beholder a far more subtle and profoundly 
spiritual satisfaction than could ever be ac­
counted for in purely physical terms. (For an 
interesting discussion of this area see I mmanuael 
Kant's "Observations on the Beautiful and the 
Sublime".) 

It was not merely a contrast in style between 
the early Dutch and Colonial architecture on the 
one hand, and on the other hand, the con­
temporary mass produced particle board lami­
nated homes of today that struck Ernie Cohen, 
Rather he seemed to be imbued with a sense of 
community with the previous residents of the 
Stockade. It was as if the walls, the roofs, the 
wood, the bricks of these houses had somehow 
absorped the spirit, the values, the various 
textural elements of the lives of the people who 
had resided in them previously. The houses 
manifested a tangible link with what amounts to 
an eternal community, or neighborhood if you 
will. It was respect for this community and what 
it represented, coupled with a sincere desire to be 
a part of it that moved Ernie Cohen so deeply. 

This was the moral element involved in the 
beauty that he perceived. In renewing his home, 
in renewing the neighborhood, Ernie Cohen 
ultimately renewed himself. This is, I suspect, the 
common bond uniting and motivating many 
individuals committed to owning and rebuilding 
a historic home. Perhaps in light of this the 
Stockade would be more properly thought of as 
a Historic Neighborhood. than as a Historic 
District. 

It is this social aspect of historic rehabilita­
tion, the sense of participating in something 
larger than ones own self interests that provides 
us with some insight as to how to proceed. With 
the emphasis focused on participating in a 

research and architectural charts relating each 
type of architecture to a specific color grouping 
and period in history. Furthermore, these colors 
are kept in stock. The research involved in 
restoring your home to its traditional colors and 
finish could be simply a quick trip to the paint 
store. Similar straight-forward approaches are 
available for other aspects of historical rehabili­
tation. Beginning in the next issue oft he Spy will 
be a series of articles dealing with some of the 
practical aspects of rehabilitation. We will be 
starting with some historical background and 
problems involved in house painting in the 
Stockade. 

-Joe Phlipsak 
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Staffa. Failure to fully appreciate the extent of 
this activity has resulted in some inaccurate 
dating on some of the historical markers. With 
proper guidance regarding what features of a 
house might be of historical significance and 
what may not be from sources such as Dr. Staff a, 
the Schenectady County Historical Society, and 
the Stockade Association, there is no reason why 
these sorts of activities cannot proceed in a 
respectful, pragmatic manner acceptable to all. 
Nor need they proceed at an all or nothing pace. 
One simply needs to rehabilitate to whatever 
extent their budget and time constraints will 
permit, keeping the proper historical perspective 
in mind. 

Historical rehabilitation need not be as 
involved or as expensive as one might think. 
There are people of relatively modest means 
owning historical homes in the Stockade, who 
with efficient planning and careful shopping, can 
become as much a part of the community 
renewal process as anyone. For example, 
assuming structural soundness, an easy relative­
ly inexpensive first step might be to paint or 
wallpaper the interior and exterior of the house 
to restore the home to its traditonal colors and 
finish. Sherwin Williams has available extensive 

Architectural Quiz 
Locate the best examples, in the Stockade, of 

the following architectural "picture words:" 
(1) Eye brow (lay on your belly) window. 
(2) Step gable 
(3) Dental 
(4) Fan light 
(5) Side light 
(6) Swan's Neck pediment 
(7) Shed dormer 

Can you think of other "picture words?" They 
are an interesting way to introduce young people 
to the wonders of our architectural heritage. 

It will soon be time for our 27th Annual Walk­
about to be held on Sat.. Sept. 27, 1986. This 
year we celebrate Architectural Heritage Year 
which is sponsored by the Preservation League 
to educate and stimulate pride in our wonderful 
architectural buildings thruout New York. We 
of the Walkabout Committee hope that those of 
you who live in a house of particular interest will 
consider participating this year. Call me, Marie 
Cordero-Jones at 372-7872 after 6 P.M. Many 
thanks in advance. Let us know your ideas! 
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"To The Scheme of Things 
Some Change I'd Bring" 
YOU have a chance at a type of wordly 

immortality-in add it ion to your progeny­
through writing, teaching, crafting, collecting, 
and contributing. What better place to exercise 
and develop these options than at the HIS­
TORICAL SOCIETY. 

COME IN. Feel the excitement and com­
panionship of our busy. worthwhile museum in 
SCHENECTADY'S HISTORICAL DIS­
TRICT. 

CHOOSE your own area of contribution and 
write your own job description from a myriad of 
themes! Toys to guns, porcelain to furniture, 
Yan Curler to Steinmetz. 

VOLUNTEER! 

JOIN IN. Your satisfaction quotient will 
amaze you after you've made your own personal 
gifts to future generations. 

The SOCIETY has moved several times since 
its founding. It presently resides in a most fitting 
location at 32 Washington Avenue in a Georgian­
styled house built about 1895 on part of the 
origina I tract owned by Alexander G ten, the first 
settler in the area. Purchased by the General 
Electric Company in 1920 as the location for the 
G.E. Women's Club, the building was generous­
ly sold to the SOCIETY for one dollar and 
became its residence after 1958. 

THE SCHE ECTADY COUNTY HIS­
TORICAL SOCIETY was founded in 1905 by a 
group of people dedicated to preserving the 
history of this area by promoting historical 
research, disseminating historical knowledge of 
local significance. 

The SOCIETY promotes historical research 
by providing over 16,000 items in the research 
library including books, manuscripts, maps, 
photos and recordings related to the history of 
Schenectady and the adjacent areas. 

The SOC! ETY disseminates historical knowl­
edge through speaking engagements, courses 
and meetings organized by the members. 

The SOC! ETY has acquired extensive collec­
tions of furniture, paintings, household goods, 
porcelain, dolls, guns and costumes that reflect 
past life in the Schenectady vacinity. 

The SOCIETY awards historical plaques to 
selected buildings and sites within the county to 
designate their historical significance. 

Our Membership 
Let's keep the momentum rolling. Wayne 

Harvey says that if each of us obtains only ONE 
new member this year, we could have a total of 
1,600 folks interested in preserving the history of 
Schenectady's undeniable importance in the 
colonization of America and the expansion to 
the west. The mix of membership categories is a 
measure of the strength of our Society. You may 
be interested in the following current break­
down. Family memberships are counted as two 
members. 

$ 

10.00 
15.00 
15.00 (family) 
25.00 
25.00 (family) 
50.00 

100.00 
1,000.00 
Life members 
Auxiliary members of Society 
Auxiliary only 

Number 

235 
46 

118 
37 
44 

9 
5 
5 

51 
141 
109 

800 

We would like to have an increase from 800 to 
l000 in our membership during 86-"Archi­
tectural Heritage Year". 

Come visit us, bring guests. see our col­
lections, our library and our newly restored 
facede. Join us. Talk about us. Help us lose our 
image as "The Best Kept Secret in the Stockade." 

Become A Member 
of the 

Schenectady County 
Historical Society 

Library & Archives 
Early in Fehr uary contributions to the 

Library building fund passed the half way mark 
of $50,000 on the way to the basic$ I 00,000 goal 
for construction of the library addition. Upon 
learning that this milestone had been reached, 
Mandalay Grems presented a check to Honor­
ary Chairmen Dr. John S. Morris and his wife 
Enid placing a matching gift of $50,000 in their 
hands in accordance with her offer to provide 
such an incentive. The committee welcomes 
further contributions toward the basic goal of 
$100,000. When combined with additonal 
matching gifts by Mandalay Grems, this will 
provide the needed total of $200,000. 

Schenectady, New York 

p; -ci 
THE CAPITAL REGION'S 

HOMETOWN 
BANK. 

r■il Schenectady Trust 
t:_11 Trust in us. -FOIC ~ 

Offices in Albany. Catskill. Clifton Part<, Colonie, 
Glenville. Guilderland. Lalham. Niskayuna. Rotterdam. Sc~ 

The Colonial Petal 

Fresh Flowers 
arriving weekly 

from Holland. Stop in 
for our Thursday specials 

131 Canal Square 
(downtown Schenectady) 377-6648 

THI! NEXT -TO - NEW SHOP 
IUJAT ST■l!l!T • SCHl!Nl!CTADT,NY. 

Q.UALITY USED CLOTHING AND BRIC -A - BB.AC 

tvoo ~~•ii 
l!STA■LISHl!D IN IHI ■YTHl!JUNIO■ Ll!AGUI! OP SCHl!Nl!CTADY 

• Custom Picture Framing • Interior Design & Consultation 
• Wallpaper • Posters 
• Window Treatments • Art Supplies 

Visir Us A I Our New Locarion 

126 Clinton Street 381-9208 

Michael Brandone 
Personal Financial Pl&nner 

IDS/American Express Inc. 
IO I State Street 
Schenectady, NY 12305 
An American Express Company 

Bus. (518) 374-1656 
1657 

TAVERN ON THE ~ 
• NOW IN THE HISTORIC 1J· ~ _:_. ~ 

STOCKADE AREA -•· ; - ~ 
An exquisite dining experience .,. ...~ 

in a pub type atmosphere. s:;:. 
AMPLE PARKING FOR RESERVATIONS ~ 
10 State St., Sch'dy 382-8844 

TIMECENTER 
J~!:E~ 

428 State St. Three Doors From Proctors 
Downtown Schenectady (5 I 8) 374-0 I 83 

OPEN EVENINGS THURS & FRI till 9 

We're old enough to know better. 

,p~~!.~~!t ~o!~o~~l~g 
By Registered Nurses 

381-6529 
30 Jay Street Schenectady, NY 



Reflections in a Golden 
Iceblock 

Richard Leveroni 

This year "that time of year" stole me 
unaware. I refer to that delightful season when 
the river rises, leaps over its bank and brings joy 
to news people and tourists who flock to see this 
natural wonder. Having lived in the Stockade a 
number of years now, I must confess that I like 
many other residents have learned to take it all in 
stride. It was only after receiving frantic and 
concerned phone calls from my students and 
out-of-town relatives worried about my mental 
and physical well being that I began to contem­
plate anew the heroic and absurd aspects of this 
annual rite of Spring. 

Rivers are, of course, a great literary and 
mythic treasure in man's consciousness. Where 
would Huck Finn, Cleopatra, and Queens 
Elizabeth I & II be without the Mississippi, Nile 
and Thames respectively, not to mention the 
problem of homeless Rhinemaidens without the 
Thine and ritual bathers without the Ganges. 
Someday a bard will come to sing the true 
significance of the Mighty Mohawk and its 
potent contributaries, although some like the 
Strong Schoharie are only labeled "creeks." 

from flood plains and low lying areas, to chase 
them out by decreasing or denying insurance and 
relief aid. This may.seem rational to some viewed 
in a broad context, but human life is not always 
cold, calculating and practical; it is often deep, 
mysterious, absurd and intimately tied to 
specific places, like the banks of great rivers that 
periodically hiss and snarl and demand respect. 
Despite the risks and dangers, I think many ofus 
will always choose to remain where the hurt and 
heart is; after all, spring floods signal a return to 
the glorious days of summer. 

Tidings 
The sympathy of everyone in the Stockade 

goes out to the family and friends of Charlie 
Price of Ingersol Avenue and Keith AN ordlie of 
College Street. 

Welcome to Rose Colletti who has returned to 
the Stockade and is now living at 11 Washington 
Avenue. 

The Stockade welcomes also Craig Wilbur 
who has moved into 33 North Ferry Street. 

Congratulations to Commander Ronald F. 
Jones. He weill return from the Navy April I 
after serving twenty-one years. 

Anni Borzeix, niece of Anne Bradbury of 
Green Street, visited Anne and her friends here 
recently. Mme Borzeix. who works for the 
French Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Paris, 
came to the U.S. to participate in a Harvard 
conference on "European Women in the Labor 
Force." 

Those who live along the banks of these titans 
come to accept the tribute exacted for enjoying 
their beauty most of the year-flooded base­
ments, soggy rungs, temporary power shut offs, 
and the stares of the curious come to watch the 
indigenes "cope." Indeed, it was the latter which 
most struck me this year-the swarming of Randi Olacki, long time resident on Ingersol 

A venue, is presently in Venice studying Italian carloads of out-of-towners descending on the 
Architecture. Randy. who was for many years an disaster area to watch and cluck sympathetical-
assistant at the architectural firm of Feibes and ly. No matter that residents are trying to move . . 

th • b I • th t th 1- t • t Schmitt. is a Third year architecture student at 

J\.meri.can Oiarpet OI!eaning Oio. 
Specializing in cleaning delicate fabrics 
oriental - domestic - imported - antique 

UPHOLSTERING CLEANING ALSO: 
satins - velvets - cottons - tweeds 
Drapery cleaning in your home 

No removal, no shrinkage, no-color loss: Antique satins p specialty 
MEMBER ASSOC. OF CLEANING TECHNICIANS 

Exchange Office 
61 I Union Street 

382-0984 

Workshop 
Mill Lane 206 Union Street 

372-1780 

XEROX COPIES 
Low Low Prices 

OFFSET PRINTING 
Small or Large Orders 

393-0301 

Schenectady Safe & Lock Co. 
Stanley Wolfe Proprietor 

1033 Erie Blvd. 
(next to Convenient Foods/Corner Green St.) 

Tel. 346-3407 

SAFES • LOCKS • KEYS 
Safe and lock experts for two generations 

1597 UNION STREET 
370-3170 
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defense people are trying to cake up positions 
and coordinate efforts ... no, one just has to get 
to where the action is, so load up grandma and 
the kids and drive right down those narrow little 
streets .... With so much live coverage, you'd 
think people would be content to stay home and 
watch in comfort. 

Although there was some criticism of the early 
warning via telephone system, I thought it was 
excellent. Never before have I been awakened so 
often in the middle of the night with "This is a 
recording .... " I enjoy hearing of the dangers to 
come, but I must confess I went back to sleep. 
Like my neighbor who appeared on the evening 
news, I never gave serious thought to evacuating. 
We have all learned to muddle through. Besides, 
if my house goes down, I want to go with it. 

One thing about those recordings though. 
Perhaps the fact that a machine and not a man is 
at the other end of the line could be kept until the 
end. So many people these days are fussy and 
touchy about recorded messages and computer 
assisted dialing and hang up at the first sign of 
high tech. Better to blurt out the waring and facts 
and then reveal to the listeners that a mechanical 
marvel has enlightened them. 

But what I most enjoy about the floods are 
the diamonds they leave behind, huge monoliths 
of ice gleaming in the golden light of the sun after 
the worst is over and the waters have receded. 
Like a monochromatic kaleidoscope that has 
shattered, bits and pieces litter the park, a 
strange Easter Island or Stonehenge of monu­
ments to Nature's fury and fecundity. 

There has been a movement in this country in 
recent years to move people and property away 

No more aches and pains for marilyn Fisher of 
Washington Avenue-she had a hot tub in­
stalled. Lucky Marilyn! 

We wish everyone a very lovely spring. 

FRIENDS OF THE STOCKADE 

Stockade Tours 
By Appointment 

Call Mrs. J. W. Joyce-393-8622 

GUEST FREE! 
The Schenectady Symphony wel­
comes spring to the Stockade. 

For our April 12th concert, re­
deem this coupon at Protor's. For 
every $8.00 adult ticket purchased, 
you'll get a complimentary ticket! 
(No limit.) 

Help Support Your 
Community Orchestra 

&\onabeb, 
FOR HAIR 

137 south ferry st schenectady n y 12305 518-372-1949 

(518) 372-4788 (518) 377-WINE 

At Englebardt'■ , wine la oar ba11lneu and oar pleuare. 

Joseph J. Bokan Jr 

Patricia A. Bokan 
Wine Enthu.Ha.'il.\' 

511 UNION STREET 
SCHENECTADY. NY 12305 

JAY JEWELRY 
COMPANY 

"Jewelers to the Stockade 
for 65 years" 

Diamonds - Watches - China - Silver - Gifts 
374-8219 

3 I 5 State Street Schenectady 

Phone Bus. 393-2109 Res. 399-6410 

Charles W. Merriam & Son, Inc. 
Always Ready To Serve Your Insuring Needs 

Since 1905 

Charles W. Merriam, Jr. 

202 State Street Schenectady, NY 



Interview with 
Jorge Martins Weinstein 

1 P.M., Friday 16, 1986 

Jorge (pronounced Georgie) Martins Wein­
stein was controling his excitement on the sunny 
winter afternoon of our interview. One of his 
tropical fish was in the midst of giving birth and 
Jorge had been attempting to identify the 
productive mother and to ascertain the number 
of fry that had been born. And it is exactly eight 
days before Jorge's own birthday. He was born 
on February 24, 1976 in Sao Paulo, Brazil. A 
month later his parents, Caline (for Jacqueline) 
and attorney Martin, brought the infant and his 
sister, Juliette, to northeastern New York where 
they settled on a farm in the countryside near 
Cooperstown. Jorge remembers nothing about 
the ensuing two years before the family bought 
the house in the Stockade on the south side of 
Front Street facing North Street. "This property 
used to be a graveyard" declares Jorge with some 
relish. He enjoys digging in the yard behind the 
farm-of-the-century house and has found shards 
of blue and white China. Jorge discusses his 
finds with his North Street Neighbor, Dorothy 
Dietrich (Mrs. Neff), who shares his enthusiasm 
for stockade lore and who also permits him to 
dig near her house. 

For three years Jorge attended Riverside 
School before it was closed. The first two years 
were spent in the Open School classes and for 
second grade he was enrolled in Mrs. Lanes' 
regular class. Recently Jorge visited the model 
apartment in the Riverside Schoolhouse which is 
currently being converted into a condominium. 
"It is beautiful. It wouldn't be a bad a place to 
live. If it weren't so expensive there might be 
more kids. As expensive as it is the kids will 
probably be brats. And I don't like brats; I've 
known a few." 

This year Jorge is enrolled in Mrs. Sara Wells' 
fourth grade in Zoller School. He participates 
enthusiastically in a program for gifted and 
talented pupils. Twice a week he has a French 
lesson with Madame Maxine Baron. "I already 
know French so I enjoy the class very much." 
Also under this program is a problem solving 
activity, entitled, Olympics of the Mind, con­
ducted by Mr. Ted Beardsely, Coordinator of 
the program. ("He does not have a beard.") The 
current problem on which Jorge's group is 
working is the preparation of a ten-minute skit 
which presents an important historical figure, 
Louis Pasteur in this case. "Because he's French; 
and I'm French," declares Jorge, the skit will be 
performed this spring in competition with skits 
devised by several other groups of gifted 
children. 

Jorge has sojourned in France, staying in 
Paris and in Aubagne on the Mediterranean 
near Marseilles with his Uncle Andre. Another 
place where Jorge is able to maintain his fluency 
in French is in Brazil with his Grandfather Pierre 
Boon (pronounced Bow-on). ''I'm thrilled to go 
visit him once a year. Some people might want to 

call him Santa Claus; he has a big belly and a 
huge beard." Grandpere Boon has a summer 
house in ltanhaem (Rock of Waters) in southern 
Bahia Province, north of Rio de Janiero, which 
he inherited from Jqrge's great grandfather, the 
son of the original Jorge. The house is located 
near the mouth of a river where it enters the 
ocean, a great place for swimming, fishing, and 
beachcombing. Birds and fish, crabs and shrimp 
abound and it is a fertile shore on which to find 
sand dollars, tons of the live green ones. At low 
tide one can wade vast distances across this 
estuary. Once Jorge waded to a far island and 
there found a large crocodile skull. Too large for 
transport by air, Jorge has left this treasure with 
Grandpere Boon. Among the items that Jorge 
treasures are a tomahawk and bow and arrows 
made by Indians near ltanhaem. He purchased 
them from the local shopkeeper for six dollars, 
about one-tenth of their value here, Jorge 
estimates. He has learned enough Portuguese to 
bargain with the merchants but Juliette has 
become proficient in the language he tells me 
admiringly. Brazil takes on an idyllic aura when 
Jorge talks about it. He keeps in touch with his 
beloved grandfather by telephone between visits. 

For passtime Jorge plays with transformers 
and with the Playmobile, a new toy to this 
interviewer. It is a set of small figures, cars, and 
space vehicles manufactured in Germany. Jorge 
says that he has seen the set on sale almost 
everywhere in the world that he has been.Jorge 
used to study the violin, an instrument he 
admires. However, he found that, as much as he 
likes playing the violin, he really did not like 
routine practicing. "I used to be a TV addict but 
now I watch about two programs a day." 
Favorites are "Transformers," "Leave it to 
Beaver," and "Mork and Mindy." Vacation time 
brings the special privelege of staying up late to 
watch "The Honeymooners." On WMHT he 
enjoys "Wonderworks" and all the nature 
programs. Recently he saw one of particular 
interest on the Brazilian rain forest. Jorge also 
enjoys the special events associated with the 
Stockade, such as the Colonial Festival in 
February. He went to see the Iroquois dancers at 
the YMCA. He liked the Indian toys a lot, 
especially a top that was spun with a whip. 

This hour's conversation with Jorge Wein­
stein has given Schenectady's February sunshine 
a cast that can only be described as tropical 
Brazilian. 

The Shop at 
St. George's 

30 N. Ferry St., Schenectady, NY 

Consignments, Gifts 
Open Thursdays I 0:30 - 3:30 

For Appointme/11 Call: 
The Shop 374-6920 

or 
Mrs. Kennison 785-9852 

M.C.S. JOSEPH M. PHLIPSAK 
OWNER/OPERATOR 

(518) 346-3144 

METRO CONTRACT SERVICES 
HOME IMPROVEMENT• REPAIR 

• PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
QUALITY WORK - GUARANTEED & FULLY INSURED 

27 NORTH STREET 

SCHENECTADY. NEW YORK 12305 

5 South Church St., Sch'dy 393-3609 

~ 
OPPER UNION TRAVEL. INC. 

1708 UNION STREET 
(Opposite Ben & Jerry·s Ice Cream) 

• Domestic & International Travel • Ticket Delivery 
EILEEN JULIAN JESSICA W. SPACIL 

346-7474 
Hours: Mon. - Fri. - 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM or by Appointment 

H 
NORSTAR 
BANK 

FORMERLY 

UPSTATE NY 
Mohawk National 

Bank 

the difference is . 
the difference is exciting gifts 
the difference is distinctiv~ stationery and cards 
the difference is your kind of clothes 

the difference is 
corner of liberty & s. ferry sts. 
visa 

We're 
here 

to 
help! 

382-7600 
master card 

LAWRENCE INSURANCE GROUP• INSURANCE & UNDERWRITING 
518/ 370-1720 

Arthur's Market 

HOME DELIVERY 

372-4141 372-3304 

35 North Ferry Street 

At the Indian 

ARTHUR POLACHEK - PETER POLACHEK 

• 
<1-M<.t~~(l 

Our 38th Year 

Shoes for . .. 
Men, Women and Children 

147 Jay Street, Schenectady, NY 
374-7777 


