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As always we are happy to receive your comments,
news, literary works, etc. Without them the Spy is dead!
Just a few reminders, along with my thanks.

All contributions must be received by December 16th,
for publication in the January issue. Please be sure they
are typed, double-spaced, and the writer’s name, ad-
dress, and phone included. You may leave materials at
43 Washington Avenue, clearly marked for the Spy
editor, or at staff member Hal Thompson’s home, 250
Green Street. Thank you for your cooperation. In case
of undue hardship in getting information typed, we will
consider clearly written letters (not articles). Any
original material will be returned upon request; other-
wise no responsibility for them is taken by the Spy staff.
We look forward to hearing from you.

Extra copies of the Spy may be obtained at Arthur’s
Market and the Schenectady County Historical Society
on Washington Avenue.

Paul Spencer is the artist and Stockade resident who
provided the front page woodcut specially for the Spy.
Thank you, Paul for creating this distinctive holiday
message.

Letter from the Editor

Dear Readers:

"Tis the season indeed. It does begin sooner than one
would wish, at least commercially, and sometimes never
seems to reach any further than that; whether we believe
or not, it always strikes me as a little unfair that we (and
of course the retail business) take advantage of the
materialistic side of Christmas, of the family get-
togethers (not always the best experience), and of the
latest gastronomical delights, while totally ignoring the
reason we are celebrating at this time. Perhaps, even for
those of us who silently cheer the Scrooges of the world
for their honesty -- perhaps that’s why they can
sometimes be converted -- there should be at least an
acknowledgement that a great event did take place, an
event that has had long-lasting significance ever since.
Regardless of our beliefs, the original meaning of the
birth of Christ has influenced our lives, surely in its em-
phasis on spirituality, on what is known as the golden
rule, and, sadly, on the terrible wars waged in the name
of religion. The archetypal myth of Christ is in all lands,
in all cultures, under one name or another; so let us
celebrate in our Western way, but try to remember the
universality of such a celebration, embracing rather than
rejecting those who find a date other than December 25
of momentous note. Yes, I do know that December 25 is
only for convenience (though whose I often wonder as I
drive the icy roads and maneuver the slushy sidewalks).

REJOICE...and peace be in your lives.

January meeting of the
Schenectady County
Historical Society m———

Mr. Francis Poulin will be the speaker at the January
14, 1989 meeting at the Historical Society Building on
Washington Avenue. The meeting begins at 2 p.m. Mr.
Poulin will speak on ‘‘Prime Movers of the Schenectady
County Historical Society,”” a series of brief
biographical sketches of the early officers of the Society,
and an account of the early efforts to form an Anti-
quarian Society. Francis is a lifelong resident of
Schenectady, born and raised in Mont Pleasant. He
works Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings each
week at the City History Center where he pursues several
of his favorite research topics such as: Railroad History;
the Story of Proctor’s Theater; the Westinghouse Fami-
ly, and the Reformed Church History.

Francis, who has three married daughters, and several
grandchildren, is a frequent speaker at local church and
civic organizations as well as at Senior Citizen Meal
sites.

Highlights of the Historic

District Ordinance

Any property in the Historic Districts is subject, by
law, to review advice and consent by the Historic
District Commission. The following highlights some
provisions of the new Historic District Ordinance most
likely to pertain to Stockade homeowners.

1. Properties contributing to the character of the
Historic District shall be retained with historic
features altered as little as possible.

2. Alteration and additions to existing buildings must
be made consistent with the spirit of their architec-
tural style.

3. Repairing of architectural features is preferred,
rather than replacement. If replacement is necessary,
new material should match original, in all aspects, as
closely as possible.

4. New construction must be consistent with the ar-
chitectural styles of historic value.

5. Any demolition is forbidden without approval from
the Historic District Commission.

6. Moving of structures or buildings may be permitted
as an alternative to demolition.

7. Additional general standards

a) Distinguishing original qualities or character of
any significant building, structure or site, and its
environment shall not be destroyed. Removal or
alteration of features should be avoided whenever
possible.

b) All buildings, structures and sites will be recogniz-
ed as products of their own time. Alterations that
have no historical basis and that seek to create an
appearance of a different time period will be
discouraged.

c) Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled
craftsmanship which characterize a building,
structure or site should be treated with sensitivity.

d) Effort should be made to protect and preserve ar-
chaeological resources affected by or adjacent to
any project.

For any contemplated projects in the Historic
District, you must contact the building department at
City Hall, where you may also pick up a copy of the new
Historic District Ordinance. They can help inform and
direct you in how to comply with the new ordinance that
was passed to insure the preservation and integrity of
our Historic District.

Letter from the President e

Hi Neighbors,

It’s fun not to have anything to discuss for a change.
It’s a treat to just wander around the neighborhood and
see all the nice improvements that are happening in the
neighborhood, like the Hayner’s, who bought Arthur
Polachek’s building at 11 Washington Ave.

This has been a very busy year for the folks who serve
on the Stockade Association board, producing the Spy,
running the art show and the walkabout, not to mention
the picnic. It’s extraordinary to find so many busy folks
who give so tirelessly of their time so that we can all en-
joy these special events that make our locality unique. A
hearty thanks to them all. There are many exciting and
useful things that we work on, and if anyone would like
to participate, let one of us know. We can always use
more help. The more help we have, the more issues we
can tackle. For instance, we are looking for someone
knowledgeable in grant writing as we are looking into
alternate means of improving our sidewalks, which are
so desperately in need of rejuvenation.

I’d like to wish you all the best of holidays and don’t

forget to come to the tree lighting on December 9th.
Susan Bokan
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Specializing in Prime Residential Real Estate

5 SOUTH CHURCH STREET. SCHENECTADY

393-3609

REPAIR NO. 7036540RS

SCHENECTADY, N.Y. 12305

Bob Civitello
Clifford Gavitt
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1305 ERIE BOULEVARD
(518) 382-1685
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374-8219
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Tidings

Now that we’re all Bushed...it’s time for some real ex-
citement. Ladies and Gentlemen START YOUR SHOP-
PING!!! The holiday season is upon us and as you all
know too well, the turkey is barely defrosted before San-

ta’s elves start putting up decorations all the while exor-
ting us to the malls.

A sure sign of the season’s onset is Stockade’s Annual
Tree Lighting, set for December 9 at 7:30 p.m. This year
is extra special as Peter Collangelo, who lit the tree 25
years ago, will be assisting Marcus Moran push the
magic button. Besides being the sunshine of her life,
Marcus also happens to be Michaela French’s grandson.
An extra special treat as well...the music for the tree
lighting this year will be provided by the Hand Bell
Choir of the Dutch Reformed Church. And don’t
forget, there’s lots of goodies to be had at St. George’s
Great Hall afterwards. So...come one and all, for
there’s a merry, merry time to be had.

The annual pilgrimage of friends and relatives has
begun as well. Mary Ivey’s parents, (better known as the
Proud Grandparents of Gabriel) visited for most of the
month of November, and enjoyed it so much that they’ll
be back for Christmas. Believe it or not, this is where
they come to get away from their winters!!!

Marilyn and Jim Fischer have been heading to western
New York to visit their brand new granddaughter
Stephanie May, who decided to show up almost three
weeks early.

Stephanie May is the daughter of David and Lisa
Fischer. Marilyn is absolutely thrilled about the whole
thing - She and Jim have a brand new deck on the back
of their house, and as I understood it - just waiting for
Stephanie! Congratulations to our newest
grandparents!!!

Eileen Licodemi thoroughly enjoyed a brief visit from
her son Michael, who is a security police officer at the
Elgin Air Force Base in Florida. Eileen just wishes it
could have been longer - but someone’s got to look after
this great country of ours...

And hearty Stockade Congratulations are also in
order for Don Zizzi of North Street who was recently
appointed to the Heritage Foundation. g

Some folks on Front Street recently enjoyed a
wonderful weekend in Washington, D.C. Sean Lane,
son of Jim and Betty Lane played the piano at the an-
nual Open House at Kennedy Center. This is the third
year that Sean has been invited to play in this Open
House, which is a showcase for new young performers
in the D.C. area. Sean also teaches music therapy in a

high school for emotionally disturbed children in Prince
Georges County, Maryland. Jim, Betty, Betty’s mom
and Irene Denton all went to Washington to hear Sean
play. What a treat that must have been!!

As if there wasn’t enough to do during this time of
year, Jean Adams of Front Street, a long time Stocka-
dian, is bidding us farewell. Jean’s new home is in Nor-
thville, and it sounds perfectly beautiful...lots of green
things and wide open spaces. Jean had all kinds of
wonderful things to say about living in the Stockade; I
bet we’ll be seeing her around...enjoy your new home
Jean. You’ll be missed.

Gordon Moppert of Ferry Street is also leaving the
Stockade and headin’ west to Arizona. Gordon has
done wonders with his home on Ferry Street, but has
decided to heed the calling of warmer climes. Gordon
has done some wonderful work on quite a few of the
homes in the Stockade besides his own. The best of luck,
Gordon.

And a word to the wise...Yes, ’tis the season to be jol-
ly, but ’tis also the season to be careful...as Michaela
will attest to; her purse was recently stolen, and it’s no
fun. So...this is just a gentle reminder to be on the
lookout and beware...

And last but not least, there are two very special bir-
thdays that happen this time of year. My Grandmother
just had a birthday. Needless to say, it was a wild affair
with Noel, my sister and her family trying to keep up
with Grandmother.

And Father Vang of St. George’s will be celebrating
his birthday on the same day as the tree lighting - for
those of you who don’t remember, that’s December 9.
Last year a party was thrown for him at Ruby’s
diner...that’s going to be mighty hard to top, but if I
know Stockadians...they’ll come through. In the mean-
time, Happy Birthday Father...and here’s to many
more.

Soooo folks, that’ll do it for 1988. It’s been a year
-but it really doesn’t feel like it, does it??? Anyway, to
everyone, a Happy Chanukah...a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year. May your credit lines be long
and your hangovers short...and I’ll see y’altin*89.—
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Painting Roofing Carpentry
Masonry Plumbing
Electrical

381-4542 “LOUIE"” 374-3896

UPPER UNION TRAVEL, INC.

1708 UNION STREET
(OPPOSITE BEN & JERRY'S ICE CREAM)
® Domestic & Internationai Travel ® Ticket Delivery
EILEEN JULIAN JESSICA W. SPACIL
0346-7474
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. = 9 AM to S PM or by Appointment

The Professionals with the Personal Touch.
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help!

Lawrence Insurance Group e Insurance & Underwriting
370-1720

when was the last time
you had a compliment
on your hair?

137 s. ferry street ® schenectady
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Be Happy -- And Hang On
To Your Purse!

The following tips from the Neighborhood Watch
and the Schenectady Police Department are even more
important during this holiday time.

PROTECT YOURSELF ON THE STREET

Snatching purses, mugging, and picking pockets.
Penny-ante crimes, only for amateurs. Right? Wrong!
Pickpockets average $124 a ‘‘take’’ and purse snatchers
get about $98. Pretty big bucks for such a ‘‘simple’’
crime.

Protecting yourself against these crimes just takes plain

old common sense. You’ve heard it all before, but it‘s

worth repeating:

® Walk confidently. Be alert - notice who passes you
and who’s behind you.

® At night, don’t take shortcuts through parks, tun-
nels, parking lots or alleys.

® Hold your purse tightly, close to your body. Keep
your wallet in a front pocket or button your hip
pocket.

@ Carry as little cash as possible.

® Consider carrying a whistle or any type of
noisemaker. If you’re in trouble, use it! If there’s a
Whistlestop program where you live, your neighbors
will hear and call the police. Muggers won’t hang
around to see what happens next.

g g e /g g e 2

Protect Those Presents
You Give and Receive!

Op ID can help you with this guide.

These items can usually be marked with an engraver
on the back, underneath, or on a side--wherever space
allows. It’s best to mark on a part that can’t be easily

removed or dismantled. Be sure not to mark on a
removable lid.

Record Players Car Radios

Adding Machines Typewriters
Appliances Clocks

Toasters Musical Instruments
Blenders Electric Razors

Sewing Machines
Car Batteries
Battery Chargers Slide Trays
Hub Caps Projection Screens

Other articles may have less available space. The

following list contains marking suggestions for some of
them:

Vacuum Cleaners
Projectors

Bicycles - On bars or frames and rim of each wheel.

Binoculars - Underneath on center post.

Electric Tools - On cast housing.

Fishing Reels - On side.

Fishing Rods - On handle. Metal surfaces most
desireable.

Garden Tools - Metal surfaces most desirable.

Be sure to keep a record of everything you have
marked.
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“GET OUT”’, said the man with a broom. He was
talking to a student in a basement office of the local
community college. ‘‘You aren’t allowed in here, get

ut.”’ The student looked puzzled, she’d been told to get
a page copied, and this was the place. The man with the
broom was upset, he’d been told to watch out for stu-
dents loitering around the machines, to keep them out.

The great virus mystery had broken a few weeks
before and suspicion was in the air. But was this all there
was to it? Or was the man, obviously not in this country
too long, trying to respond to a transition in his life that
left him unsure, treading lines that were no longer clear-
ly drawn between his responsibility and his desire to
keep his job? The student, no wild-eyed, bushy-haired
radical, but a middle-aged, rather kindly and motherly
type, was equally unsure. She too was in transition,
breaking away after 20 years of wielding the broom and
keeping authority in the home. What had gone wrong,
why had this man been so rude? Somehow she felt like a
child who had misbehaved, yet she knew she had done
no wrong.

What had gone wrong? Was it that when we are in

transition we don’t know the new rules, we are fearful of
change even though we want it -- some of it. The man
with the broom wanted the change of a new country, a
job that would support his family, and this person (he
couldn’t really place her position, she didn’t act like so-
meone who should be there, yet she looked too old to
be one of the students he saw all day) was a threat. His
supervisor had told him to watch out for trouble hadn’t
he? No one had told him what to expect. She was still
locked into the authority of the institution, whether
from a janitor or a president, no one had told her what
to expect.

There’s the real problem: no one told either of them
that when you make changes in your lifestyle everything
changes with it. The supervisor had neglected to talk
about adult students to a man who knew little about this
country and the influx of adults into the classroom. The
woman had lived a sheltered life in suburbia, and had
little sensitivity to the problems faced by immigrants un-
familiar with our language and ways, yet was in-
timidated herself when her motives were questioned.

Transitions like this can cause a crisis in our lives, yet
can so easily be prevented by a little preparation. Next
time you find yourself in an uncomfortable situation,
ask yourself, is it only me, or is someone else uncomfor-
table too?

Displaced

Winter cold outside and snow flurries
fleeting glances in windy streetlights
now three blocks an artic expedition
a contradiction I can’t resolve inside
hot radiators steaming
a false fire warmth tonight
even she gave up on the night
closing the door behind her
a crack of light and one cat appears
then a second: black
displaced
two black cats and I
sit restless in the night
I chain the door and read two pages
but I wander to the window again
I want to go out but it’s late
and so city cold out there.

D. Beerly
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Hair Design

402 Broadway, Schenectady, NY
(518) 382-7956

Schenectady Safe & Lock Co.

Stanley Wolfe. Proprietor

1033 Erie Blvd.

(next to Convenient Foods; Corner Green St.)

Tel. 346-3407
SAFES ¢ LOCKS e KEYS

Safe and lock experts for two generations

The
Magik
Herb

Herbs, crystals,
books, jewelry and
unique gifts

183 Jay Street, Schenectady

NY 12305 518-377-2873 EMILY FARRELL

The Colonial Petal

To our Good Friends in the Stockade!
Come and browse through our Christmas Store
for Holiday inspirations you’ll not find elsewhere
From All of Us at
The Colonial Petal - your downtown Florist

Canal Square 377-6648

(518) 370-5511 or 370-5972

RicHARD W. BROwWN
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW
10 N. FERRY STREET

SCHENEGTADY, NEW YORK
12305

THE Wipow KENDALL HOUSE
CIRCA 1790
BED AND BREAKFAST

ROGERS

Computer Typing Service

382-1809

Professional & Accurate Typing
in the Historic Stockade District of

Schenectady, New York

sl ;

BABYLON, NY

NEW YORK, NY
ALBANY, NY
LAUREL. MO
MARLBOROUGH, MA
NOATH BRANCH, NJ
WETHERSFELD, CT
ORLANDO, FL

GREENMAN * PEDERSEN, INC.

CONSULTING ENGINEERS

PINE WEST PLAZA #1, WASHINGTON AVENUE EXT., ALBANY, NY 12205

[B18452-0411
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151 Erie Boulevard
Schenectady, NY

office, Engineering &
Art Supplies

ARTHUR'S MARKET

372-4141

Fresh Turkeys
Danish, Cookies, Pastry
Holiday Plants
Imported Cheese
Party Platters
Homemade Pies
Fruit Baskets
Egg Nog

Happy Holidays from Arthur’s

MY offset Print Shop
- Blueprint Services

Multiple Photo Copies

(518) 374-1655
Formerly Academy Graphics

TIME CENTER

J SINCE 1918 RS

NORSTAR
BANK

UPSTATE NY

216 State Street

428 State Street Three doors from Proctor’s
Downtown Schenectady (518) 374-0183
OPEN THURS. EVENING 'TIL 9 PM
We're old enough to know better

American Qarpet @leaning Co.

Specializing in Cleaning
*CARPETS *UPHOLSTERY °*DRAPERIES
and
ORIENTAL RUGS

Complete House Cleaning

Exchange
382-0984

Office
372-6511




