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AS IT WAS 
By Dr. Susan Jane Staffa 

Although it is our aim to concentrate upon 
personalities, places and events within our own 
Stockade, quite often fascinating items come to 
light in the archives which make us realize the 
extent to which Schenectadians of former days 
were involved in the great events of their time. 
Among this class of items are some news 
clippings from the end of the last century in 
which many citizens recalled their experiences 
with President Lincoln. Not a few knew him 
personally. 

One who benefitted directly from such 
acquaintance was G. T. Hanford, who lived on 
lower Union Street.. On a trip from Fonda, he 
had the good fortune to share a coach with 
Lincoln, not yet in office. They chatted con
siderably o.n the way to Schenectady. Mr. 

-ifanfofirmaintained he Tia no gone Fmma
with any thought of personal benefit, but 
Lincoln was not president for very long before he 
named him collector of internal revenue for this 
district. It is said that Mr. Hanford was alwasy a 
welcome visitor at the White House. 

Mr. Charles E. Merriam of Glenwood Boule
vard was a guest at the White House on March 
25, 1864. He described his visit thus: 

"When I went into his room I thought 
Lincoln was the homeliest man I ever knew. 
He had on a short frock coat and his panta
loons which were short, were tucked up his 
boots. His white kid gloves were unbuttoned 
because his hands were so large that it was 
impossible to button them. The minute that I 
was introduced as from Goshen, Orange 
County, N.Y., his face lit up with a smile and 
he beamed on me with those beautiful eyes. 
'You come from the place where we get good 
bread and butter,' he said. I forgot all about 
his being a homely man, for he was not then. I 
forgot everything except his lovely smile and 

beautiful eyes." 

One of the most amusing items involved a 
number of Schenectady men who served during 
the early 1860s as part of Battery K, First New 
York Light Artillery of the Army of the 
Patomac. One day when they were stationed at 
Falmouth, Virginia, the President reviewed the 
troops. Battery K was the first he passed, 
wearing a high silk hat and riding a horse unused 
to military life. A. R. Burtiss, then a lad of 
sixteen years and brother were cannoners and 
Martin Sitts was the gunner. When they got off 
the salute the horse was not use to such a noise 
and promptly reared and plunged. Lincoln, 

(Continued on Page 2) 

Published by The Stockade Association 

"400-Block" 
By James E. Duggan, AIA 

Vol. XVIII, Number 3 

-~~ !. (' 1 ,< t'. i- ,, ('/-!' 

.,\.\I \ ),'ir_°F-\l? ,:-\ \ ()- ''(_:µ._,-// 
.. :;fi:';'_------~ ,,, rr I l,,J'. /',,, ,, ,r. t 1:--,' , • 

-~ t·~1~ ~ (1 ~y ( ',5 ~ < ,:<;-;';?~ ~l.:7c'-( °'i'(1 
.,.'l .,..~ ' -'ttr.r ' "/' __.--Ty~ ¥~7. ( v' -,, ' <1--~;;>- {' --~·v- \.1-,.r ,,. ,,/ .t, ~c \ ? [r 1~r Ii· • 

ji;t'tr~)71~~ ,~·i, 'irf$,!jK- ,-Jz~!~'(.i~;I'~-~; In late January a major Downtown Schenec- ...;:-" , iff,, 1,4.,~~~, ,,, w~ "'i/f.\0/~~ _,,..:>--.,__f,i=.'ki ,{•'1 _1 

tady private redevelopment project was heralded f/\<"/t ~ 1 -t t. ,'u._7.):#- _::-!?9~5;{:-., 1,./ ~ 
as an " ••• Elegant Shopping Center" in an °'_'c._:fA"S;i-,f~,!.(;½I,_:: • • ?L,~~K~' =.. 5~~'\~) ·<,iJ~_-•_'-'. 
extraordinary full-page news report in the r?',<':/ ,, _, ~ \~ '!--~ • """:1\1111-

Schenectady Gazette. For the entire south block r-/!,.;4
1 

tf_::c;_',; =--~ ~ -~~-- - \_ j·i-" !I -
·-

1 f --:· "'_;:. ,3') "::c=- i/1 
of State Street between Broadway and Clinton _--..-: ., ~-- 1 -.ArJor~iii'----''i --, !:J.i 
Street, could this become real? •i , BEAUTIFUL , -~ .tZiJ 

Emphatically YES. Most of the property ;-lr H5m1ncHousE01 

- ' 
\ - W'AITlNQ. 

owners in the block and a number of the tenants ;-~ ~ l RESr8~6D 
and several banks ARE GOING TO DO IT-and -.,-, 1~' ~-~~,_,,,,.....,, 

V,. -- ,,.., -=-·-·- -
the Gazette article was their public commitment. 
The market_ analysis and urban design concept 

were completed in September 1976. Since then, ~~~~:-- ~;;--_<::~~-~~~r.., 
unusual legal needs and extensive follow-on -----.~~ ::_~~-- .::.:_ ~? 
steps of financing were worked out to enable ~------ ._ ~ _· ,. h,foJ 
"basic hope" to advance through the middle , H • 
steps of a commercial project. Interest in leasing what s a pp e DID g 

e_no_w- ac.ant-11.p.p_e.r floors and added new_--tt----'<:-r"hournnrreferenctmrr;4'1l't:·sday;-MaTch-9--
commercial space is very encouraging, and the 

Stockade polling place is Riverside School. 
physical improvement details now are suffi-
ciently complete and acceptable to justify "going Registration through March 10th for spring 
public". quarter at the Schenectady County Community 

College. 
The logic for the project was derived directly 

from my planning for FOCUS (which largely 
has been ignored by the City). The overall intent 
is to create a foursided economic activity for the 
entire block, not merely along State Street and 
through Proctors Arcade. All the existing 
buildings will be used fully, and each will make 
an aesthetic contribution to the whole. Ex
panded use, adaptations of use, re-conditioning 
and a few additional buildings -will be the main 
ingredients for action. The State Street facades 
will have their underlying architectural features 
highlighted in the first phase, which is expected 
to begin withing a few months. Soon after, the 
remainder of work through-the-block will begin. 

This privately-financed improvement and 
expansion project will bring many new sources 
of enjoyment to us, and at least an early doubling 
of current economic activity in the block. These 
features can be described in detail in future 
articles. The process of putting together a 
commercial project, however, holds many 
lessons for people in Schenectady: 

The public expects to have Downtown business 
offerings always available and improvements 
to happen autom~tically without the tangible 
support of people in general - that is un
realistic and not the way the world works; 

The clearly more-accessible and "clean image" 
suburban shopping centers have pre-empted 
large-scale traditional downtown retail activ
ity; 

Schenectady's office space market, typically 

(Continued on Page 4) 

Stockade Association meeting at the Histori
cal Society on Washington Avenue on March 
27th at 8 p.m. Continuing the series "Preserva
tionists in our Midst," representatives from the 
New York State Board for Historic Preservation 
will speak. 

Over 100 people have volunteered to help in 
case of flooding. If you need help call Jim Lane 
at 372-5006. 

RIVERSIDE SCHOOL 
By Marjorie Smith 

Following a meeting of concerned Stockaders 
and Riverside parents at the Riverside School 
the week before, representatives from the 
Stockade spoke at the February meeting of the 
Schenectady Board of Education on behalf of 
the consolidation of the Riverside and Open 
Schools. 

Without the consolidation, which had been 
tabled at an earlier Board meeting, it is likely 
that the Stockade's Riverside School would be 
closed because of low enrollment. 

Lee Smith of College Street cited the reported 
refusal of Open S_chool advocates to cooperate 
fully with the proposed consolidation and urged 
Board members to consider the consequences of 
a vote against consolidation. Among those 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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At the January General Membership Meeting 

the Historic District Commissioners lead a 
discussion on the role of the Commission and the 
problems facing it. One of the problems that 
surfaced, many of us have been aware of for 
years. That is the problem of zoning enforne
ment. 

The only way in which a building modification 
can come to the attention of the Historic District 
Commission is if the building owner applies for 
building permit. The Stockade area is different 
from the rest of the city in that some items, which 
would not require a building permit in other 
parts of the city, require a permit her. Generally 
these items are those which affect the appearance 
of a property from a public way. 

The owner of a property has an obligation to 
ascertain whether a building permit is required. 
Ignorance of the law is not an acceptable excuse. 
The City has the right ot penalize an owner and 
to force the property restored to its original 
condition. For your own protection, if you are a 
Stockade property owner who is contemplating 
a modification or repair, please find out if that 
change requires a permit. That is simply done by 
calling the building inspector, Pat N.arsu, 
relating that you live in the Historic District and 
explaining what you intend to do. 

The City, in recent years, has not actively 
prosecuted zoning law violators. Unfortunately, 
every time this happens the law itself looses 
credibility. After pride of ownership and pride of 
neighborhood, the single most important 
ingredient is the preservation and revitalization 
of the Stockade is the Historic Zoning Law. We, 
as both a neighborhood and an Association, can, 
not allow the continued erosion of the credibility 
of this law. The Association must act to exert 
more pressure on the City to enforce its own 
laws. 

The zoning laws, in effect in the Stockade, are 
for the benefit of each and every one of us. They 
potect our porperty values, they improve the 
quality of our lives by making our neighborhood 
more attractive and like Robert Frost's fences 
they help us be good neighbors. 

February 1978 T. Gregory Sauer 
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The Schenectady Trust Company 
Schenectady. New York. 
A full service bank. 
Member FDIC. 

AS IT WAS 
(Continued from Page 1) 

being a good horseman, stuck to his mount but 
his high hat was tossed off. While the ranks were 
trying to stifle their laughter, the members of the 
President's staff dismounted and amid much 
confusion rescued the high hat. During this 
period the figure of Lincoln was a familiar one to 
the troops and his tall, gaunt figure was often 
seen among the bread lines of the army. 

The Honorable Austin A. Yates, District 
Attorney and Judge of Schenectady County, 
Major in the New York Volunteer Infantry 
during the Civil War, and Schenectady historian 
at the turn of the century, probably saw more of 
Lincoln than any other Schenectadian. Mr. 
Yates, who lived at the foot of Washington 
Avenue in the closing days of the war, was 
Assistant Advocate General at Washington and 
his position caused him to have frequent, though 
brief, encounters with the President. As he said, 
"He never had much to say to me. I was only 
occupying a subordinate position and when I 
had papers for him to see or sign he was in a 
hurry-I was in a hurry too." Yates, however, 
had an even more remarkable connection with 
the Lincoln story. Following the assassination, 
as Captain of Company F of the Fourteenth 
Volunteer Reserves, he was the official 
execution of Mrs. Surrat who was hanged for 
being a participant in the conspiracy. 

But the most fascinating news item of all is the 
reminiscence of David Cox who lived on 
Franklin Street in 1865. Cox was actually 
present in Ford's Theatre on the fateful night. He 
had been in the Lincoln General Hospital in 
Washington recovering from fever, when he and 
three other Northern soldiers got permission to 
see the sights. While wandering about in the city 
they noticed placards announcing that the 
President, his cabinet, and Generals Grant and 
Sherman would that evening be at the theatre. 
One of the soldiers suggested that they see John 
Wilkes Booth, whom he knew, and try to 
procure a pass. Booth at that time was one of the 
leading actors at the Ford. In the words of Mr. 
Cox: 

"We went to the Kirkwood House where 
Booth was stopping, and learning that he was 
in, went to his room. We found him sitting at a 
table writing. He willingly granted our request 
after which we departed. None of us noticed 
anything strange about his actions. He was 
jovial and very hospitable." 

That evening they went to the theatre and 
found seats in the front of the house on the side 
opposite the box which President Lincoln and 
his his party occupied. During the second scene 
in the third act Mr. Cox's companion who knew 
Booth saw the actor pass down the aisle on the 
opposite side of the house. 

'"There goes Booth,"' he said, 'I guess he 
must be going to the Green Room."' 

"Just then we heard a shot," continued Mr. 
Cox. "This was followed by an intense silence 
which lasted a few seconds, and then we saw 
Booth appear on the railing in the President's 
box, and instantly a number of persons in 
every part of the house exclaimed 'Booth's 
shot Lincoln!' Booth jumped from the railing 
and in doing so caught one of his spurs in a 
flag that decorated the front of the box. He 
landed on the stage cross-legged, fracturing 
one of his legs. As he raised himself from the 
stage, he shouted 'Sic, semper, tyrannis' and 
then the lights were extinguished. Bedlam 

reigned supreme in the theatre and we thought 
that we would never get out of the place alive. 
When we finally reached the street there were 
all kinds of rumors afloat. One report was that 
Seward had been shot, another that Grant was 
the victim, but after a few minutes it became 
generally known that Booth had shot the 
President." 

For many years Mr. Cox carefully kept the 
pass which had made him a witness to this tragic 
event. Other Schenectadians too possessed 
Lincoln memorabilia. Nelson W. Rosa, a coal 
dealer who lived on Clinton Street about 1900 
owned a piece of the towel which was used to 
bandage the head of the President. It was a piece 
of blood-stained lined, about three inches wide 
and four inches long. Mr. Rosa had received it 
from his grandmother who had obtained it from 
a Union soldier who was on special duty in 
Washington in 1865._ 

Thus did Schenectadians remember Lincoln. 
We can note that even closer to home, on the 
evening of April 17, 1865, a mass meeting had 
been held in the County Courthouse at 108 
Union Street to express the community's sorrow 
and to draft suitable resolutions. On the 19th, 
following a memorial paraded, it is said the 1,500 
people attended services at the First Reformed 
Church conducted by several of the local clergy. 

Dr. Susan Jane Staffa 
January 26, 1978 

THE MOHAWK 
By Bobbie Bowden 

Formed by request of City Council in April 
1977, the Schenectady Flood Research Com
mittee has spent nine months researching past 
floods in the Schenectady area and educating 
itself in flood control alterna1ives:-A:s a result of 
this work, the committee has reached several 
conclusions outlined in more detail in the full 
midterm report. These conclusions are: 

I) The Army Corps of Engineers Reports may 
not be valid due to inadequate study of 
alternative solutions and the fact that 
economic conditions which have changed the 
cost/ benefit ratios. 

2) Reconstruction of the Vischer's Ferry Dam 
requires more study but is the primary 
solution for the flooding problem in the 
Schenectady sector; and, City Council is 
urged to request this additional study 
through appropriate legislation. 

3) An emergency team of neighborhood volun
teers is preparing to deal with future flooding. 

4) Contacts with approprate officials has been 
made to assure adequate assitance in times of 
emergencies. 

5) One workshop has been held and another is 
scheduled for the purpose of informing the 
entire community of the work and conclu
sions of the committee. 

6) A final report, with conclusions and pro
posals, will be presented to City Council this 
spring. 

During late December 1973, an ice jam 
formed at Rexford and caused major flood 
damage in Schenectady's Stockade section. This 
flood renewed activity to solve the City's 
flooding problem. Government officials and 
City residents attended public hearings and 
informational meetings during March and 
April 1974 to develop a technically feasible and 
(Continued on Page 3) 



HE MOHAWK (Continued from Page 2) 
,olitically acceptable solution. Unfortunately, 
he Army Corps of Engineers merely reiterated 
heir 1968 recommendations, stating that they 
vould not build a structure found to be eco-
1omically and technically infeasible by their 
alculations; and, a majority of Stockade 
esidents indicated a dislike of the Corps of 
~ngineers' recommendations. 

This issue was again raised at a March 1977 
:ity Council Committee meeting by members of 
he public, and the Council resolved to end the 
,roblem "once and for all". After Representative 
aratton's assitance in the matter failed to bring 
,bout any substantial change in the Engineers' 
,osition, a Cititzens Committee was formed to 
nvestigate the alternative "solutions" to the 
loading problem and to recommend appro
,riate courses of action to the City Council. 

Begun in April 1977, the Schenectady River
ide Flood Research Committee includes eight 
epresentatives of the Stockade area, (four from 
vithin the flood-damaged area and four at large 
nembers) and representatives from the follow
ng organizations: Chamber of Commerce 
:.1ood Assessment Task Force, the Organization 
·or Action along the Riverfront, the City's 
~nvironmental Conservation Commission, the 
~YS Board of Historic Preservation. 

Staff assitance is provided by members of the 
::ity's Bureau of Planning and the County 
>Janning Department. 

The research and educational efforts of this 
:roup were carried out continually through the 
:ummer and fall of last year, with a well
tttended "Flood Workshop" held in July. 
>Janning for another such Workshop early this 
rear is already underway, and further research is 
,eing assigned to Committee members. 

The Committee members agreed at the first 
neeting to maintain a broad focus in the search 
·or solutions. All possible alternatives will be 
:xamined in an objective way, with a general 
tgreement on the "best" alternative(s) as the 
::ommittee's major goal. The alternatives 
·eviewed during last year were: levees and dikes 
as recommended by the Army Corps of Engi-
1eers), removal of bridge abutments at Rexford, 
·econstruction of the Vischer's Ferry Dam, 
:hannel excavation, individual residential 
mprovement and emergency relief measures. 

Preliminary findings indicate that the Army 
::orps of Engineers' 1968 to 1973 (revised 1975) 
leport recommendations may not be valid due 
o inadequate study and the fact that economic 
:onditions have changed the cost/ benefit 
igures. Also, dissatisfaction with the predicted 
·esults of dike construction has increased among 
he Committee members. 

The focus of the group has shifted to a more 
ntensive study of the Vischer's Ferry Dam area 
tfter research revealed that an increase in the 
ncidence of flooding was associated with the 
milding of that dam. Our discussions of sluice 
~ate reconstruction and similar matters were 
tttended by members of NYS Department of 
fransportation Waterways Subdivision and by 
\.fr. Russell Wege from NYS Department of 
Environmental Conservation. Another meeting 
s planned with DOT representatives; and, 
:ommittee members have attended the Inland 
Ports and Barge Canal Hearing on January 17, 
1978. 

An emergency team, organized by Jim Lane, 
s preparing to deal with future flooding and is 
tttempting to obtain quicker assistance from 
::aunty Civil Defense and Army Reserve 

officials. 

A final proposal prepared by Committee 
members will, hopefully, be presented to the City 
Council this spring, thus completing the work of 
this committee. 

Outlined below by the Riverside Flood 
Research Committee are three periods of 
development of the Mohawk River and the 
flooding which occured during each: 

PRE-CANAL PERIOD: 1740-1821: 0 floods 
During this 81 period, no floods were reported 

causing property damage. This was a time of 
active boat building along the Mohawk River 
and of warehousing along the Binnekill, a 
tributary of the Mohawk. 

ERIE CANAL PERIOD: 1822-1909: 4 floods 
87 years - one flood every 22 years 

Businesses and industries located themselves 
along the banks of the new canal to take 
advantage of the increased trade. The location, 
however, was in the flood plain. Twelve floods 
were reported affecting property; but, only four 
were reported to exceed 223' above sea level, the 
present flood stage in Schenectady. It must be 
noted that the major contributing cause was the 
aqueduct at Rexford where ice jams formed and 
prevented the movement of large volumes of 
water which flooded the Schenectady area. 

BARGE CANAL PERIOD: 1910-present: 
67 years - one flood every 3 years 32 floods 

Construction of the Barge Canal began in 
I 910 with a coffer dam west of Cohoes. Since 
that time; 22 floods have been recorded: 17 have 
been complicated by ice jams, 5 were caused by 
heavy rainfall throughout the watershed. It must 
be noted that all of these floods exceeded the 
223' above sea level mark (Prior to this date, only 
four recorded floods exceeded 223'). 

This analysis makes it obvious that there is a 
direct connection between the construction of 
the Vischer's Ferry dam and the increase in 
number and severity of floods occuring in 
Schenectady. 

Therefore, the Schenectady Riverside Flood 
Research Committee urges the replacement of 
the present waste gates which are used only for 
regulation of water depths in the operation of the 
Barge Canal. They are inadequate for flood 
control purposes. 

Appropriate flood gates would permit the 
reduction of the level of the river upstream of the 
dam. Thus, should conditions occur which 
would presently cause flooding, the river level 
could be adjusted to increase the capacity and 
contain the additional volume of flow in the 
river. 

RIVERSIDE SCHOOL (Cont'd. from Page I) 
probable, which he noted, are the closing of 
another neighborhood city school, tending to 
discourage young families from settling in the 
Stockade; mandatory busing throughout the 
City not only of Stockade children, but of all 
children who live more than 1 ½ miles from their 
schools; and a drastic increase in non-classroom 
costs, thus jeopardizing classroom services. 

Richard Brown, Ferry Street attorney, also 
noted the merits ofthe·Stockade's neighborhood 
school, but added that the Open School's and 
Riversider's interests were not necessarily 
mutually exclusive. He said he believed the two 
systems could work well together. 

In response, Grace Kelly, who is president of 
the Open School's Parent Teacher Organization, 
voiced her concerns about losing enrollment if 
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their school is moved from Hamilton Hill to 
Riverside, but stated that Open School 
personnel are willing to compromise. 

Virginia Kambour of Front Street, 
Chairperson of the city-wide fund raising 
committee for the forthcoming school tax 
referendum, asked Board members how they 
could justify urging support for the referendum 
if the consolidation, which would result in 
considerable savings in their budget, were vetoed 
because of pressure by a special interest group. 

Board President, Barbara Rotundo, replied 
that she was "sorry pressure (regarding 
Riverside) was being put on the Board before the 
referendum." She added, however, that no cuts 
in terms of school closings are currently 
contemplated but that a great deal depended on 
the outcome of the March referendum. 

SERVICE LINEN 
In February, the Gazette reported that the 

Service Linen Supply company on Green Street 
would be taken over by Peter D. Marquis, a 
senior vice president of the Schenectady Trust 
Company. The purchase is being financed by the 
Schenectady Industrial Development Agency 
(SIDA), which is selling about $300,000 of tax
free bonds to Marquis, who guarantees repay
ment. The agency was set up a year ago after the 
state Legislature authorized the city to create an 
agency for the purpose of furthering industry 
and commerce by selling tax-free bonds for 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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400 BLOCK (Continued from Page I) 
only insurance agencies and law firms which 
require relatively small amounts of space, is 
unusually weak; 

Economic feasibility first had to be PROVEN to 
the project's investors ( contrast the City's 
fumbling with our federal funds in the Wallace 
Building, a single, City-owned structure); 

Exceptional persistence is required for pro
moting multi-business redevelopment success, 
particularly when surrounded by -Schenec
tady's "under-achievement" attitude and 
toleration; 

When Schenectady "investors" failed to develop 
guts and muscle for "Barney Square" (to have 
begun in 1975), I had to "sit" on the natural 
follow-on 400-Block opportunity until I could 
create new credibility toward an investment 
project - and then only among present owners 
and some tenants who would have a direct 
stake in succeeding, not merely curiosity and 
"game-playing"; 

Adequate time must be allowed for potential 
project interests to be found and addressed, 
for concern to be met and nurtured, and 
commitment obtained. Twenty-six months 
elapsed from the first "opportunity" discus
sions with key property owners and a bank, to 
the time of the newspaper story, and 

City Council members generally are' total 
amateurs among the complexities of realistic 
downtown economics, but want things their 
way for vested political reasons - and the 
public will tolerate the councilmembers' lack 
of timely or substantial commitment to crucial 
matters which are withing the Council's sole 
jurisdiction. 

The 400-Block has major problems from its 
past because of the relatively restricted access to 
its total area and how the buildings are arranged 
within it. In terms of automobile access and 
storage, the 400-Block never could compete 
successfully with suburban shopping centers. 
The 400-Block will have unique and specialized 
shopping facilities with excellent service and 
human character. It will become a strong 
attraction from all the differences between it and 
the suburban centers. Auto-oriented conven
ience will not be the over-riding consideration -
human enjoyment and needs satisfaction will. 

Arrangements for guiding this project through 
its final details and the improvements phase are 
being worked out now. This leisure-entertain
ment-s pecialized shopping approach to im
proving the block's economics is a careful effort 
to avoid direct competition with stronger 
existing retail areas. Instead, it is a finding of 
new retail and other offerings to promote and 
respond to particularly the evening and weekend 
interest of Schenectady-area people. The ex
tensive open ground area behind the stores now, 
which will be devoted to pleasurable types of 
outdoor spaces and activities, is aimed to 
suppress the access and arrangements problems 
by creating assets from them as attraction for 
people's human interests - especially Stockade 
neighbors. 

(In a recent article in the Schenectady Gazette, 
Architect Jim Duggan of North Street is credited 
by its promoters with the idea for the develop
ment of the 400-Block in Downtown Schenec
tady.) 

The Flood 
James Price, Third Grade, Riverside School 

When a flood comes you must be prepared. 
When a flood comes they have to shut off all the 
power. You must get all of the furniture off the 
floor and you also have to get the rugs off the 
floor too so they won't get wet. You have to do 
this in a second's notice. What I don't like is when 
the water goes down because of all the mud. You 
have to move the mud out of your backyard. 

TIDINGS 
New neighbors are Richard Stapleton of Ferry 
Street, a member of the corporation which 
purchased the senior citizens center on Lower 
Union Street for use as a restaurant to open 
about April; and Andy Chestnut and Bob 
Casper of Union Street, participants in GE's 
Financial Management Training Program. 

The YWCA has joined the Stockade Associa
tion and will be represented by board memeber 
Ms. Ingrid Aliferis; John and Cindy Ricard of 
Front Street, son and daughter-in-law of 
Howard and Jane Ricard, are also new Associa
tion members. 

Attorney Eli Taub of Ferry Street has moved 
his office to 162 Lafayette Street. 

At a recent sales meeting, Florence Carson of 
Union Street presented details of the Stockade's 
zoning ordinance to her colleagues at Brenner 
Realty; as a result George Brenner, president of 
the firm, has informed Stockade Association 
President Greg Sauer that its salespersons have 
been supplied with summaries of the ordinance 
so that they can provide prospective buyers with 
particulars regarding the Historic District. 

Arthur's Market is selling handsome blue T
shirts, which proclaim "First a Public Market in 
1795" - a great buy at $3. 

tittle Richard's Tavern, just over Freeman's 
Bridge in Scotia, has been recommended by the 
Division for Historic Preservation of the State 
Office of Parks and Recreation to the National 
Park Service for inclusion on its National 
Register of Historic Places. The clapboard 
structure was reportedly built in 1820 and 
housed the Seeley family broom-making opera
tion. It was bought in 1956 by Mr. and Mrs. 
George Mm-ray. The structure is said to have 
been designed in the federal style and is 
supported by a 24-inch brick foundation. 

Americana Afghans, a lovely pattern book 
published by Bernat and available at Carl's, 
offers directions for knitting and crocheting a 
collection of colonial afghans illustrated in 
settings at Old Sturbridge Village in Massa
chusetts. 

A meeting was held in Ballston Spa in January 
in an effort to develop a historic district of 
notable historic, architectural and cultural 
places in the immediate area of the village. 

In the last issue of the Spy we incorrectly 
noted that Lisa Zegger lived on Cucumber Alley; 
in fact, the Zeggers live on Governor's Lane. 

And Mary vander Bogert of Ferry Street 
would like to add her thanks to the following 
people, who helped with the party held after the 
Christmas tree lighting: Pat Binzer, Ginny 
Kambour, Didi Quinn, Elizabeth Perkins, Jo 
Braden, Richard Brown, Jerry Mazza, Robbe 
Stimson, Jim Lane and Dave Cummings. 

Assistant to The President, Midge Costanza, 
who received a copy of the January Spy, which 
carried a front-page report "From Our Wash
ington Bureau," has written from The White 
House to the editors: "Your newspaper, The 
Stockade Spy, is terrific! Please don't hesitate to 
send me the articles or editions you think I 
should see." 

SERVICE LINEN (Continued from Page 3) 
private business. In the Gazette article, Marquis 
is quoted as saying, "We do have plans for 
expansion." Keeping the plant in the Stockade is 
expected to mean that 52 jobs, which otherwise 
would have ended if the plant were relocated, 
will remain in the city. 


