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CIVIC PLAYERS 40 YEARS IN THE STOCKADE 

Forty years is not long as we measure time in 
our historic Stockade, but the fortieth anni
versary that one of our neighbors is celebrat
ing this year~ sign,ificant, nevertheless. 
The Schenectady Civic Players have (or has -
they do have trouble deciding whether they're 
singular or plural!) been in our midst for just 
that many years now, in the charming little 
playhouse on South Church Street. 

"The Subject Was Roses", opening at the play
house March 18, will be the 208th production 
held within its hallowed walls. (That must be 
something of a record among little theater 
groups, v1hich are not exactly comparable to 
AT&T for s tabi 1 ity.) 

What's the Civic Players' secret? How have 
they succeeded while so many other amateur 
groups have not? 

The theater itself is one reason. From the 
very beginning, the Civic Players have had a 
~ome. The playhouse was a place, not just an 
idea. And its being in the Stockade made it 
easy for people to find it, and gave it tra
dition before it made its own history. 

Not that the building itself hadn't long been 
a landmark before the Civic Players acquired it 
--originally the home of St. George's Lodge No. 
6, F & AM, it dates back to 1858. But the 
beautiful stained glass window depicting Mason
ic history is about the last vestige of the 
playhouses's previous owners. 

The Civic Players took it over in 1929, at the 
end of their first season. Seats bought from 
the old Strand Theater were first installed flat 
on the floor, and the curtain first rose on the 
Civic Playhouse stage December 10, 1929. (Pre
sented that night were three one-act plays, in
cluding something called "So's Your Old An
tique", described in the original Playbill as 
"uproarious affair"!) 

Surely much progress has been made since the 
days when the Stockade had one more "resident" 
than we knew about -- the devoted Civic Player 
who slept next to the playhouse furnace on sub
zero nights to be on hand to restart it to pre
vent freezing damage to the pipes and building! 

But the very devotion of that Unknown Soldier 
of the heating plant epitomizes the most im
portant reason for the Civic Players'success-
people. On stage, backstage, and in the audi
ence, the playhouse has been blessed from its 
very inception with great numbers of dedicated 
people. 
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Financial stability -- the lack of which has 
probably done-in more amateur theater groups 
than all other causes combined -- is guaranteed 
by the fact that 80% of the audience subscribes 
for the full season. (More would like to -
there has always been a waiting list -- but 
some 300 seats for each performance are kept 
for public sale as a matter of playhouse poli
cy.) A few have been subscribers since the 
very beginning. 

. Stockaders have always made up a large and 
important part of not only the playhouse audi
ence, but the Civic Players' active membership 
as well. Among the playhouse members still 
living in the Stockade are Jo Braden, Leolyn 
Col'_lden, Margar:t Eighmey, Mi 11 i e Ey, Werner 
Fe1be~, ~uss Field, Bill and Peg Harrison, Bill 
an? Millie Kunkelmann, Irene Marmein, Rita 
Quinby? and Lulu Whitmyer. (Ex-Stockaders who 
a'.e still members would take up a page to 
l, st!) 

For~y years from now, will the playhouse still 
b: going? We hope so, and it certainly seems 
likely. If the Stockade has nurtured the Civic 
Play:rs,_the Civic Players have also added much 
to life in the Stockade, and the playhouse has 
become as much of a symbol of our area as 
Arthur's and the Indian! 

HARVEY 
Season 1950-51 

****************************************** 
* * * Any Trees purchased from the Stockade * 
* Association, damaged during the winter* 
* will be replaced upon request. Call * 
* Mrs. Elizabeth Perkins, 106 Front * 
* Street, FR 4-2407. * 
* * ****************************************** 

The Spy is proud to introduce in this issue 
the publication of Lois Milton's "Legends of 
the Mohav1k." This is made possible by the 
generous contribution of the husband of the 
1 ate Mrs. Milton, General Wi 11 i am H. Milton of 
31 Front Street. 

The research and preparation of the material 
was compl:ted i~ 1960_and presented as a paper 
by Mrs. M11 ton in Lex, ngton, Vi rgi ni a when 
General and Mrs. Milton were in residence at 
Virginia Military Institute. The paper repre
sents careful research into the history and 
le~ends of the Mohawk Valley, delightfully 
written to be told at the story teller's knee. 

In order to share it in its entirety we will 
separate the narrative into four installments 
to be serialized in consecutive issues of the 
Spy. We hope you vii 11 watch for it. 
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I~ May of 1960 Lois Milton read a paper in 
Lexington, Va. It was the res u 1 t of four 
months of research on the beginnings of the 
Va! l ey and. the founding of Schenectady. It is 
being published posthumously in the Spy as 
she \'_las always interested and active in,thP 
affairs of the Stockade. • 

William H. Milton, Jr. 

The story of the Mohawk Valley which extends 
thru Central New York State from the Hudson 
River, almost directly west to Rome, covers 
literally millions of years, as a great deal is 
known of the river and it's tributaries from a 
time when it's banks were covered with "tree 
ferns" as tall as 40 feet. There are fossil 
remains of these trees which may be the oldest 
in the world. Here, too, have been found the 
skel_eton remains of mastodon, those prehistoric 
quadrupeds which were twice as· large as ele
phants. 

This valley now seems a prosaic place indeed. 
It's banks are turned to utilitarian purposes, 
luring factories and industries by it's facili
ty of transportation. Even the river itself 
has been "curbed and harnessed, dammed and 
straightened ... it is not allowed a single 
ripple or rift ... a stupid, tame, stodgy stream 
whose chief interest is bearing on it's surface 
boat loads of Mr. Rockefeller's gasoline or Mr. 
Ford's automobi 1 es". 

Between these two eras - first of prehistoric 
peace and wi 1 derness; second a man-harnessed, -
ai:id conroe·rcjal waterway,. the Mohawk Valley w;,is 
for two hundred years, the scene of bitter wars: 
Wars between 1ndfan and Indian, between· Indian 
i).nd French. between French and Enal i s.h· anq be
tween English and American calanists. These wars 
were crucial-wars in American history. For 
time and again that history and development de
pended on the out come of the Mohawk Valley 
wars. If the Iroguois Indians, to which tribe 
the Mohawks belonged,had not been strong enough 
to stand against the Hurons from Canada, and 
their French allies, the boundary of the U. S. 
and Canada could well be the Mohawk River today. 

When the Dutch first came from Holland to the 
Valley, the Mohawk Indians were one of a con
federation of five tribes called the League of 
Iroguois. Each tribe had it's own defined 
territory in Central New York. The Senecas, 
Cayugas, Onandagas, and Oneidas were establish
ed west of the Mohawks. There seems to be no 
authenticated history of how or why they arriv
ed where they did, but the continuation of a 
study of Indian traditions and archaeological 
research makes it strongly appear that they are 
of Asiatic orgin and came to America via the 
Bering Strait or the Aleutian Islands either by 
boat or foot when the two continents were con
nected. The Algonquins probably came during 
the 13th century when the Huron - Iroquois 
spread thru Canada and New York State: the 
Canadian branch becoming the powerful and 
mighty Huron Nation. The.se var"io'!S Iroauois 
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Is the Stockade Association really concerned 
with the future of the Glen-Sanders Mansion? 
According to ~Jilli am G. Tyrrel 1, chief of his
toric sites management for the New York State 
Historic Trust, speaking at a recent meeting of 
the Stockade Association in the Schenectady 
County Historical Society (report~d else where 
in this issue), its chances of being acquired 
as a State Historic Site are dismal. To quote, 
he said "the land mark is an empty building, 
there a;e no furnishings to make it an attrac
tive acquisition for an historic site." 

The story of the Glen-Sanders Mansion is 
familiar to Stockaders. Built in 1713, 1t was 
sold out of the Sanders family in 1963 and its 
furnishings sold to colonial Williamsburg. _A 
citizens committee, which initiated a campaign 
to acquire the property, or_inte'.est_the state 
in its preservation as an h1stor1c site, has 
been sta]emated. ~Jhere Mr. Tyrrell 's remarks 
lent no encouragement to those interested in 
its preservation, it seemed to us that he pre
sented a loop hole for action, and a ray ?f. 
hope. He pointed out that in all the pet1t1ons 
and correspondence "none of them suggested_what 
~1e could do with it"- no one has come up with a 
suggestion about what can be done with an empty 
house." 

Is it possible that we don't k~ow_what to do 
with such an historic house? This 1s a call 
for constructive planning - can we formulate a 
plan for use of the building? From the readers 
of the Spy, let us have letters and plans; many 
and diverse, hopes and dreams of old houses. 

Is it suitable as a community house? Could 
it be furnished with donations of antiques 
from the Schenectady County area? Has any at
tempt been made to approach the Williamsburg_ 
corporation for a return of some of_the_furn1-
ture on a loan basis? Is any organ1zat1on, or 
group of organizations, interested in its pos
sible use as a club house with due respects to 
the limits of the historic land mark? We can 
dream, can't we? 

For we in the Stockade know the joy of old 
joists, and fine mouldings - we know the rich 
rewards of living within historic walls! s~s.
taining pride in our her)tagei and cont,nu,ng 
tradition in these changing times. 

The Glen-Sanders Mansion is a shrine without 
the limits of the Stockade. Are we really con
cerned with its preservation? Yes, because the 
preservation of a historic land mark in our 
neighborhood is a part of a large movement to 
encourage Americans every-where to be aware of 
our heritage. The preservation of the Glen
Sanders Mansion increases our pride and ap
preciation of the Stockade area itself. 
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STOCKADE ASSOCIATION OF SCHENECTADY 

January 22, 1968 

Minutes 

Mrs. G. Bryan Shanklin, presiding. 

Mrs. Henry V. Erben, Program Chairman, intro
duced Deputy Chief Joseph Monaco of the Sche
nectady Police Department. Chief Monaco, who 
20 years ago established the Youth Aid Bureau, 
spoke on Youth Today and painted an exceedingly 
grim picture of rising crime rates, greater 
maliciousness and less respect for law. 

The minutes were approved as read. 

Mr. Horace Van Voast, Jr. gave the Treasurer's 
Report. We have $1264.18 in the savings ac
count and $567.40 in operating account. Total: 
$1831.58. The bill for repair of the statue of 
Lawrence has been paid and the city officials 
thanked for the prompt restoration of "Lawrence" 
to his pedestal. Our contribution to the Sche
nectady Museum Building Fund has also been made. 
We have contracted to have a framed description 
of the banner hung beside the banner presented 
to the Stockade Association by the New York 
State Council on the Arts. Cost: $16.00. These 
hang on the wall of the new meeting hall of the 
Historical Society. Mrs. A. Wayne Merriam mov
ed the acceptance of the Treasurer's Report. 
Motion seconded and passed. 

Mr. Van Voas t introduced three new members 
present: Mr. and Mrs. Anton (Roberta) Solomon 
and Mr. Ted Kurtz. 

Walls Have Ears. Mrs. Robert George said there 
was no report. 

The Stockade Spy. Miss Naylon announced that 
the January issue will be distributed on Friday. 
(January 26.) Mrs. Arthur Garland is now doing 
the art work in the Spy. 

Membership. Mrs. Victor Girard announced $68 
collected. All billing has been made. There 
are 55 members we have not heard from. Mrs. 
Shanklin announceo that Mrs. Percy Phelps will 
head the Ne~1 Members Campaign. 

Mrs. Erben announced the special open meeting 
of the Stockade Association to be held Friday, 
February 9th in the Historical Society's new 
meeting ha 11. Wi 11 i am G. Tyrre 11 , Chief of i1ew 
York State Historic Trust, will speak on "Oper
ations and Goals of the Historic Trust." Mem
bers of the Board of Appeals, the Zoning Com
mission, Historical Commission, Schenectady 
City Council and County Board of Representatives 
are being invited to attend. Stockade Associ
ation members are urged to bring friends. 

Mrs. Shanklin introduced Mr. William BeVier 
as the Association's new Special Events Chair
man. He was commended upon the fine Christmas 
Tree Lighting program. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Perkins asked 
ble for the electrical wire to 
tree to run under the street. 
said he was checking into this 

if it were possi
the Christmas 
Mr. Van Voas t 
matter. 

Upon motion of Mrs. Erben, seconded and pass
ed, the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 

Elizabeth~~-~yis 

VAN 
DYCK 
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Musical Entertalnmeh> 
Friday & Saturday Ni9hts 

Hail to the Chief! 

The Stockade Association Program Chairman has 
presented at our last two meetings speakers of 
expert knowledge in their very different voca
tions. 

On January 22 Deputy Police Chief Joseph 
Monaco discussed "Youth Today." The Stockade 
in recent months, and especially at Christmas 
time, had been troubled with annoying and some
times shocking vandalism. 

We hoped Chief Monaco, who founded the Sch'en
ectady Youth Bureau in 1947, would h<1ve the 
answers to why youngsters do these thinos and 
what to do about it. 

He said that in his twenty years' work with 
delinquent youth he had not discovered an 
answer to either question. He theorized that 
the constant dramatizing of crime on. the tele
vision screen, the break-down of parental and 
school discipline and the outlawing of any 
breath of religion in schools have brought a
bout a complete lack of respect for and re-

• spons i bil i ty to family, schoo 1, or church. 

With charm and humor Chief Monaco related 
many incidents of his career .. In sp)te of ~is 
discouraging story of 1ncreas1ng del1nquenc1es, 
the audience was impressed with his obvious 
interest in youth, yesterday, today and always. 

Then, on February 9th at a special guest meet
ing of the Stockade Association, Mrs. Erben, 
program chairman, introduced William G. Tyrrell, 
chief of historic sites management for the New 
York State Historic Trust. 

The meeting was most appropriately held in the 
Schenectady County Historical Society, recently 
enlarged and renovated. A large audience in
cluding many city officials filled the new meet
ing room. 

Mr. Tyrrell gave an excellent talk on "Opera
tions and Goals of the Historic Trust." In his 
dealing with this subject he described the his
toric properties already acquired and the evalu
ation of future acquisitions. He said "We ask 
is it really of historic value, or just of 
sentimental interest?" Adding "We are not go
ing to be able to preserve everything." 

Almost immediately after the formal speech 
was concluded, guestions from the floor brought 
up the future of Glen-Sanders Mansion. The 
Trust Chief's answers were direct and to the 
point. The Trust must know first to what pur
pose the empty mansion wi 11 be put before it 
can consider giving aid in acquiring it. He 
said "It would seem unwise to make another mu
seum there in probable competition with both 
the Schenectady Museum and the His tori cal Soci e
ty. "Also," he said, "The price of buying au
thentic furnishings to replace the originals 
now in Williamsburg would be prohibitive." 

Besides praise of two fine programs on sub
jects of special interest to all Stockaders, 
this Spy reporter would like to add that it 
seems quite in keeping with the Lawrence Legend 
that our speakers should both bear the title 
"Chief." 

Many thanks to Chief Monaco and Chief Tyrrell. 
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OF MR. EDISON 

Mr. Edison's early workshop was in Menlo Park, 
New Jersey, but a few miles from my father's 
lecture rooms at Rutgers College. 

The inventor and the scientist frequently met 
~-Edis?n was then working on some of his great 
inventions. Father was welcome to bring his 
students to visit the laboratory and see its 
1vonders. Some of these boys, later, were em
ployed there, eventually to become leading men 
in the electrical industry. 

I recall some of the things I saw there tilat 
were exciting to a small boy. What to me was a 
toy, may indeed, have been the birth of tne 
phonograph--a diaphragm with a needle that 
touched the roughened edge of a revolving wheel. 
Singing caused vibrations and the wheel would • 
turn--pullies and a string caused a little 
1vooden man with a tin saw to swing bacK and 
forth as though he were sawing wood. 

Then I saw and heard his first talking ma
chine--al l I can recall of it is, tin foil, a 
grooved stick and the vibrating diaphragm and 
needle. I didn't understand it then and I don't 
know that I do now! It's descendants- a wax 
cylinder, then a hardened wax disc and so on. 

L. F. Loree, Class of 1877, later president 
of the D. & H. Railroad told me as an under
graduate he visited Mr. Edison's laboratory with 
my father. Some years later Mr. Loree told me 
of this visit. Edison then said that he was 
not only working on an electric light but a 
safe method of producing, distributing and 
measuring it. He must have had in mind the 
then. recent potato famine in I rel and. Many 
girls sought work as house servants in the 
cities and towns of the United States. When 
they would retire at night, they were accustomed 
to candles only, were unfamiliar with gas
lighting and would blow out the lights with dis
astrous consequences. 

When I was in Brazil, I had the pleasure of 
meeting an officer of Edison's Co., then on a 
tour of South America. I quote from a letter 
received from him. 

"When I saw Mr. Edison I told him what you 
said about playing at his laboratory at Menlo 
Park, when your father and you called on him 
and he said he remembered you quite distinctly, 
and ~1hen you next come to the States, he would 
like you to call on him, and I will be very 
pleased to take you to Orange. 

"The most recent photograph of the "old man" 
carrying his autograph was mailed to you from 
the laboratory at Orange, N. J. on June 30th. 
and I hope it will reach you in good con di ti on." 

The last time I saw Mr. Edison was when I at
tended a banquet to honor his 75th birthday. 
After the dinner speeches were concluded, the 
toastmaster called Edison's attention to an old 
telegraph instrument on a table near the dias 
and, as I recall it, said "An operator in Denver 
would like to talk to you". The tick-tick of 
the instrument speeded faster and faster. Then 
Edison grinned happily when the Denver operator 
admitted defeat in this contest of speed. 

W.V.B. Van Dyck 

THE y W C A Ill THE STOCKADE 

80 years old and for 70 of those years a resi
dent in or near the Stockade. And who is this 
elder statesman, this senior citizen? None 
other than the YWCA, which proudly maintains a 
membership in the Stockade Association even as 
it reaches out to all parts of Schenectady 
county with its lively and pertiment program. 

Begun in 1888 in quarters on Jay street, in
corporated in 1892 with the object of "improve
ment of the physical, social, intellectual and 
spiritual condition of young women," the YWCA 
bought a building at 14 State street just before 
the turn of the century. After 33 years at that 
location, the YWCA in 1926 purchased property 
for offices and program space at 64 \,/ashingtcn 
avenue (where the GE Computer studio is present
ly located~ rented 16 Washington avenue \scene 
of the recent fire) as a residence, and started 
to dream about a building of its very own. 

The dreams reached reality in 1931 when the 
YWCA built and moved into its present Georgian 
structure at 44 Washington avenue. Since that 
day facilities have been increased three times. 
During World \,Jar II demand for residence rooms 
led the YWCA to purchase 38 Washington avenue. 
This, the Mary Hill House, named for Mary Hill 
Landsrath, the YW's executive from 1931 to 
1952, has been home not only for numbers of 
young business women but also for the Girl 
Scouts, the Visi.t!ng Nurse Association and the 
American Cancer Society until each organization 
sought larger quarters. In 1960 the large 
Heckman lounge was added to give incjeased pro
gram space and two years ago the Kathan Corri
dor was added, giving five more residence rooms 
and a complete apartment for the Residence 
Di rector. 

To its multitude of friends and neighbors the 
YWCA over the years has stood for many differ
~nt thi n~s. The ori gi na 1 "object" has changed 
1 ts wcrcl1 ng, but the heart of the Yv!CJ\ rema1 ns 
the same. Today find the YW concerned in help
ing girls and women to "find meaning for their 
lives, to realize their full potential and to 
assume their full responsibilities in today's 
1vorld." 

How do the YvJCA' s Stockade neighbors see such 
a concern manifest itself? 

To many then/CA is, as it always has been, a 
home-away-from-home for young ~,omen. The Y\,J 
houses 40 girls and women. Interestingly, to
day's residents are not just girls employed in 
the community but are also students of therapy, 
business and beauty schools. In addition, the 
Y\,/ is welcoming a number of out-patients of 
Sunnyview as they receive their rehabilitation 
and job training. Some of these stay on at 
the Y\,J as they accept their first jobs in the 
working world. 
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For others, the YWCA offers opportunities to 
learn a new skill, begin a creative hobby, per
fect a hidden talent. In a year's time the 
YvJCA offers some 200 classes of wide variety. 
There is art-sketching, oil paintina, still 
life or landscape, even portrait painting. Tail
oring, French cooking, rug hooking and braid
ing, interior decorating are also featured. 
Dancing - ballroom, modern, square and folk -
attract the novice and the more advanced, and 
include men an~ boys. 

The swinnimg pool is one of the YW's busiest 
spots. Here one may progress from Confidence 
all the way to Life Saving or to Synchronized 
Swim. Youngsters from six years of age, their 
mothers and their grandmothers continue to 
sign up at the YWCA to learn to swim. The 
early YWCA offered young women calisthenics. 
Women, young and older, continue to come to the 
YWCA for what today is called Trimastics, Trim 
Gym or even Trampoline. Self Defense for Women, 
Dry Land Ski School and Scuba Diving are popu
lar, the latter two for men and boys, too. 

The Teen age girl is an important member of 
the Y\./CA family. Y-Teen Clubs, sponsored by 
the YW and the schools, meet in school build
ings most of the time. But as our near neigh
bors are well a~1are, once a month the club 
girls pour into the YW building, coming via 
school bus, parent-driven car or on foot for a 
girl-planned program that bulges the walls at 
44 Washington. 

A program not visible to Stockade neighbors is 
the YWCA's extension work held at Yates Village 
and in the Halsey School area. At these places 
the YWCA's fundamental belief - helping persons 
to help themselves - find some of its deepest 
expression. Young mothers at both locations 
and a small and enthusiastic corps of volunteers 
work together to find greater meaning for their 
lives, while the pre-school children of both 
play and learn together in a nursery school. 

These, then, are some of the facets of the 
many-sided YWCA which is your neighbor. The 
YWCA tries to be a good neighbor as it goes 
about its limitless tasks. Supported in part 
by the United Fund, self-supported in some of 
its many programs, it carries its res pons i bil i
ties with a staff - administrative, program, 
maintenance and business -of 27 full or part 
ti-me workers, a crew of instructors some 65 in 
number, and a corps of volunteers nearly 300 
strong. 

The YW is always open to its neighbors even if 
they come just to see what's going on. The 
coffee pot is on most every morning. Why not 
stop in some time for a look-see, a class, a 
bit of volunteering? T:,e eishty-years-youn-9 
YWCA welcomes you. Elizabeth C. Davis 
_ Y.~J.CA_Executi ve Di rector 
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DEDICATION AT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

"The Vrooman Room - Dedicated to the memory 
of John J. Vrooman, author of 'Forts and 
Firesides of the Mohawk Country' and other 
outstanding historical works of the area 
he loved and knew so well." 

Above is the inscription on a satin bronze 
plaque v1hi ch has been affixed to a wa 11 in th~ 
new assembly room of the Schenectady County His
torical Society at 32 Washington Ave., the for
mal dedication of which took place the afternoon 
of Feb. 10. During the ceremony, Mrs. Vrooman 
unveiled the plaque and an oil painting of her 
late husband. 

The portrait, presented to the so7iety by Mrs. 
Vrooman, was painted by a Dutch artist, Henry 
Van Schie, and has a place of honor alongside 
the plaque in the hall now to be known as the 
Vrooman Room. 

A good-sized crov1d was on hand to witne~s the 
dedication and to view projected color slides 
from Mr. Vrooman's collection of historic site 
photographs. Taking part 1~ere Mayor Malcolm E. 
Ellis, Manager Robert W. W1ll1ams and C?unty 
Board Chairman Donald F. Putnam. E. Clifton 
Vrooman, a cousin of Mr. Vrooman, related_per
sonal glimpses of the life of the noted liter
ary his tori an. 

The Vrooman Room occupies about 900 square 
feet of floor space capable of seating 125 
persons and opens directly into the old meeting 
room so that an overflow audience can be ac
commodated. It has replaced the back porch at 
the rear of the headquarters. The reconstruc
tion program includes additional vault space, 
downstairs lavatories and remodeled kitchen, 
library and livina room. 

Actually, the new addition represents a com-. 
promise in that it was undertaken after a more 
ambitious plan for an auditorium was rejected 
by the Historic Zoning CoITmission. The alter
nate plan seemed feasible for two reasons: One, 
it 1~ould seem incongruous for the society to ap
peal the decision of the corrvnission since the 
existence and aims of this commission should 
certainly be upheld by an organization committed 
to preserving local history and the unique 
character of the Stockade Area; and two, so many 
of our neighbors in the district opposed the 
larger addition it would have been damaging to 
our reputation as a good neighbor not to have 
respected their views. 

rhe major share of credit for the creation of 
this beautiful room goes to Horace S. Van Voast 
Jr., a trustee and chairman of the construction 
conITii ttee. 

Incidentally, the Vrooman Room is available 
to l?cal organizations who wish to meet for non

'~rof1t purposes .. The Stockade Association held 
its monthly meeting there on the night of Feb. 
9 a~d_attra 7ted a large audience. The society's 
Aux1l1ary will return for its monthly meetings 
on ~eb. 28 after a three-year absence. Reser
vations for use of the room can be made with the 
curator, on duty daily at the society building 
from l to 5 p.m. 

We hope that, more and more, the Historical 
Society wi 11 become a "headquarters" for the 
Stockade Area and that its residents will visit 
us often. We are proud of the Vrooman Room and 
the fact that it helps to perpetuate the memory 
of an illustrious Stockader. 

I .-:irrv ~;irt 

THE END OF AN ERA IN THE STOCKADE 

The recent death of Miss Helen De Lancey 
Watkins brought to a close an era of gracious 
living with its musicals, its afternoon teas 
and attendant party calls. Miss \>/atkins is 
best remembered as the original Katrina Van 
Curler, pen name used by her in writing a so
ciety column in the daily press. 

Many can remember her mother, the late Mrs. 
De Lancey Walton Watkins, (born Belle Mitchell 
Carley), presiding in dignity as hostess at the 
tea table of a sunny afternoon. 

Best known among her forebears was Christopher 
Yates and his wife, Jannetje Bradt, parents of 
Joseph C. Yates, first Mayor of Schenectady, 
Governor of New York State 1823-1825. Governor 
Yate's third wife, Anne Elizabeth De Lancey, 
was of the family established by Etienne De Lan
cey, a French Huguenot who came to Ne1~ York in 
the late eighteenth century. Through De Lan
cey's wife, Anne Van Cortland, came connection 
with the Schuyler family; another later De Lan
cey married Alice, daughter of Cadwallader 
Colden, Mayor of New York City and Lt. Governor 
of New York at the outbreak of the Revolution
ary War. 

Nearer at hand was her descent from Jonathan 
Walton, who carried on a successful forwarding 
business, in the partnership of Walton and De 
Graaf. 

She was also connected with the families of 
Mitchell, and Carley, both good old Stockade 
names. Other connections include the Beck, 
Van Vorst and Quackenbos families. The Watkins 
name comes from Macon, Georgi a, the Civil War 
having been the cause of removal to the North 
for the safety of the children. 

What is more remarkable in this day and age 
is that Miss Watkins died at an advanced age in 
the house in which she was born, surrounded by 
mementoes of the past generations of most of 
the above mentioned families. 

All this calls attention to the unbroken 
record of two hundred years residence in the 
Stockade. 
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MANS BEST FRIEND 

Dogs are pro~fnent residents of the Stockade. 
While no census is available, they are fewer 
than children or adults and still attract a 
full measure of attention. As introducers and 
makers of friends they have no peer. 

Occasionally there are explorers from "across 
the canal" but Erie Boulevard makes a formid
able barrier so that residents tend to become 
well known and a stranger is soon spotted. 
They cover the range in size from Pomeranians 
and Pugs to the larger breeds. Unfortunately 
there are no more St. Bernards or Irish Wolf
hounds but a few old timers still remember Miss 
Washington with Plawn her constant companion 
and many more, the Irish Wolfhounds of Union 
Street. Another old favorite was Mike the 
Bulldog who lived at the corner of Union and 
Church Streets. 

The leash law has largely eliminated the 
wanderers who used to leave home to investigate 
the sights and smells and run with their com
panions or play with the children. They were 
in envidence all day and sometimes at night. 
Now the variety of dogs and owners is best seen 
in the park in the early morning or late after
noon. Some of the regulars have their friends 
and a good romp is enjoyed. The range of tools 
of control is noteworthy; from voice alone 
through one to eight foot leads to lines thirty 
feet or more long. The trees, posts and guy 
wires provide good hazards and a real challenge 
to the dogs to see how many times they can wind 
the lead around. Fun or at least exercise is 
had by a 11. 

Today we see many poodles in all three sizes 
and a goodly number of beagles. Pugs are the 
most prominent of the toys perhaps because 
their masters take them on real walks both on 
the streets and in the park. Bird dogs are 
represented by English and Irish Setters, 
Springer Spaniels, Cockers and Labrador retrea
vers, Dachhynds are always with us to add to 
our amusement. The Scottish Terriers show the 
·strength and determi nation 1~hi ch they inherit 
from their ancesters who went to ground for 
foxes and badgers, and the good nature and 
spirit which endear them to their masters. The 
German Shepherds always look as if they were 
meant to work. Above all, those of indeter
minate ancestry display their individuality and 
charm. 

May they always be with us and their many good 
qualities endear them to their human co-resi
dents. 

Andrew Ke 11 ogg 
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"Genera ti on '68" -- an unprecedented series 
of programs produced, directed, written and act
ed by 48 area teenagers, premiered on Channel 
17, Monday, February 5 at 8 p.m. 

The student team feels they have something im
portant to say about life from their perspec
tive -- about their peers, their problems, their 
hopes and hang-ups -- and the first program was 
devoted to an explanation of these goals. Sub
sequent programs wi 11 analy'ze the values and 
mores of today's young and the use and misuse 
of drugs among teenagers. 

"Generation '68" was launched late in October 
in the auditorium of the Channel 17 facilities 
in the Riverside School in Schenectady. Meet
ings with WMHT staff members familiarized the 
students with the graphics, writing, studio and 
control room facilities that they would later 
be using themselves. The group was split into 
two complete production teams, so that responsi
bility could be divided and programs prepared 
on an a lternate-~1eek basis. 

Flexibility was assured by allowing students 
with multiple interests to play dual roles -
such as writing and directing, or graphics and 
talent. 

The "Genera ti on '68" team, under the di rec-
ti on of Steve Tocco of Mohonasen, began video
taping January 13 with a three-hour rehearsal, 
tape and critique session. Eugene Beaudoin of 
Shaker is executive producer for the series, 
and Harold Veeser of Guilderland is the official 
consultant. 

"Genera ti on '68" wi 11 be seen in fifteen 
parts, utilizing the Channel 17 studio facili
ties and mobile unit to explore a variety of 
topics, from life at a ski resort to the impact 
of teen music today. 

Mary Biggers 
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Legenas of the Mohawk Valley - can't. 

nation~ warred constantly with the Algonquins
the original owners - and dispersed them, ex
cept for a small band of Mahicans clustered a
bout the mouth of the Mohawk River. 

The Mohawk Indians who settled in the St. 
Law'.ence River area were, originally, peaceful 
agricultural people who at first were subjugat
:d by the ~arlike Algonquins. However as they 
increased in numbers and prosperity, jealousy 
a'.ose and bitter wars followed. In the begin
ning the Algonquins were successful and drove 
the Mohawks south where they settled in the 
t1ohawk Valley after defeating the Mahicans. 

To this new land the Europeans began to mi
grate; the French, the Dutch, the Germans and 
others. The drive behind this desire to colo
nize was not an unselfish desire to Christian
ize ~he savage Indians, not a desire to gain 
territory, to seek gold or silver, or to pro
duce crops. No, these things a 11 came later 
in the beginning it was a desire to trade ' 
cheap trinkets, cloth, rum, guns and ammunition 
for. beautiful furs at tremendous profits; and 
so it was to the advantage of the colonists to 
foster friendly relations with the Indians who 
were the source of their supply. 

In 1609 a gun shot rang out at dawn on the 
banks of Lake Champlain. "The immediate effect 
was the death of three Indians, the later effect 
was nearly two centuries of bloody warfare and 
the fate of the North American continent." 
T~is gun shot was the beginning of what seemed 
like a minor skirmish but it resulted in a deep 
hatred for the French in the minds of the 
Mohawks,and they became staunch allies of the 
Dutch and English colonists, and were the "most 
important single factor in deciding whether 
North America should be an Anglo Saxon or a 
Latin country." This gun shot heralded the 
beginning of hostilities between Samuel de 
Champlain and the Iroguois Indians. Cham
plain's passion was exploration and his chief 
aims in life were to "reach the unknown wilder
ness bordering the Great Lakes; to find a short 
route to China, to gain a monopoly of the fur 
trade of North America for his king, and to 
convert the savages to Catholic Christianity." 
He knew he must make friends with one or an
other of it's warring tribes of Indians and so 
when a young chief of the Canadian Algonquins ' 
urged him to join them in attacking the Iro
quois, he readily consented. Thus he hopeful
ly started out with his new friends on the ex
pect i ti on against the Iroquois. Late one after
noon, while paddling up the St. Lawrence, they 
met their enemy, The Mohawks. As both sides 
ciecided it was too late to start fighting, they 
retired~ with daylight t:1ere both sides drew up 
for battle. "The Mohawks armed with b 
sp_ear:s, and stone hatchets approached ~~!{ r 
enemies. Suddenly the ranks of the latter 
spread and a strange creature stepped to the 
front, such an apparition as the Mohawks had 
never seen. His skin was white and his bod 
was encased in shining armour. The Mohawk/ 
stood and stared. Their three chiefs marked 
by the_great plumes on their heads, w~re in a 
gr?up in. the center of the line. Cham lain 
raise~ his harquebus, loaded with fourpballs 
and_fired .. All three of the chiefs fell t 
slain outright and the third mortally wo~nd=~-" 

Later_in 1613 the Holland Dutch began to 
settle in New York. One of the early arrivals 
was. a man named Jonas Branck. Jonas and his 
family landed in New York and wishing to settle 
there looked around for some land to bu H 
found so~e that he liked along what is ~~w t~e 
Harlem River and purchased a sizable tract f 
the ln1i ans. This later became known as ram 
Branck s Place - hence the Bronx we know toda,y., 

Across the Hudson from Albany at Rensselaer 
is a building, Fort Crailo. Originally this 
was a simple, rather primitive brick house 
built by a Dutch settler, Arendt Van Curler 
with bricks he had brought from Holland for his 
Domine. The Domine lived there for many years 
after which it was remodeled and enlarged many 
times before finally being presented to the 
state in 1933. It is now a museum open to the 
public. What a multitude of purposes this 
building served! First, the simple house of a 
Dutch Domine, it later became a fort surround-
ed by ~alisades and was one of the first strong-
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tor a ran: across we r, ver· w11e, c c e se ement 
had increased in size, it was used as head
quarters for Abercrombie while he and his 
British army awaited colonial reinforcements 
from New England. When these reinforcements 
arrived, they were "such a motley crew, with 
such a wonderous assortment of guns, clothes 
and uniforms that a British army surgeon com
posed the verses of Yankee Doodle as a satire 
on these troops." The catchy line swept through 
the colonial ranks with great popularity. It 
is almost needless to say that it was sung with 
equal or greater gusto by this same motley rab
ble at the surrender of General Burgoyne at 
Saratooa. 

We go west to Schenectady where the Dutch 
settled. afte'. breaking from Albany because of 
~he arbitrariness of the governing body cover
ing trade with the Indians. ~ere we find St 
George's Episcopal Church, one of the oldest· 
churches still standing and one of the first 
erected in the valley. The foundations were 
begun in 1762 but due to lack of funds, was not 
completed until ten years later. It is inter
esting to know that even then, there was a 
drive for funds which extended well beyong the 
settlement and resulted in many extra dollars 
for the project. Since the Presbyterians had 
no church of their mvn and not enough money to 
build one, they joined the Episcopalians in 
subscriptions with the understanding that both 
denominations would worship in the church on 
different occasions. The Presbyterians would 
use the south door and the Epi scopa 1 i ans the 
west door. There are two stories relating to 
this agreement that seem to have as much - or 
as little - basis as many tales do these days. 
One tale goes to the effect that one of the 
Episcopalians secretly went to Albany to see 
the bishop to ask him to commemorate the church 
without the knowledge of the Presbyterians. 
They were outraged naturally when they had sub
scribed so liberally. But facts prove that no 
such thing could have occurred since there was 
no Episcopalian bishop in the colonies at that 
time. The other legend is that at one point 
when for an unknown reason, the Episcopalians 
tried to wall up the south or Presbyterian 
door, the plaster would not hold and the Presby
terians accounted for this by saying "It was 
because the Lord put a curse on it." At any 
rate the two groups, apparently, had a falling 
out and the Presbyterians withdrew their sup
port. During the Reva l uti on the congregation 
was some\'1hat divided in it's loyalties, the 
minister was a ~Jhig, one of the minority group, 
and in 1776 was compelled to close the church 
rather than hold service and not pray for his 
king. In 1838 when some remodeling was done, a 
great pulpit was added, high up in the air, with 
a cellar-like hole beneath the floor into which 
the rector disappeared to change from surplice 
to black robe and before the sermon--he'd pop 

,up like a jack-in-a-box to ~reach. 

{SJ 

8 1\~~j9 \~1$)~ 
EAFf liE.~ Jo If T 

F'R•f-Sltll 

S~op 10 To 5:30 l>At 1=:,y 
'TH L>-11 s d '.!)' '1'", L. 'U 

SERVING TH! STOCK.ADE 
AREA SINCE 1807 

~ 
XATlttN A.I.. l ■ A~ It 

main office 216 state street 

Member: 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

CORN&~ COt...LEG,,E. 
' C..A'e.&N STS, 

01&-Olql 

OPEN 
f\:30Al'r\ to 10PM ORICV 

cr.UNOAYS 
611M ti> 2PM u~ 

+:JOv .. 1olO • ., • 



Ode to Spring 

March winds a re bl 0~1i ng 
With cold ice blasts. 

Our kids keep going 
despite colds that last. 

Spring's breezes though dampening, 
Bring warm weather dreams. 

Of our Overnight Camping 
On the Lake George scene. 

Children plan eatables -
Their stomachs control brainpmver. 

Our kinds are unbeatable 
They'd dine twice an hour. 

May 23rd seems a long way to go -
Gear to assemble and all. 

But we'll soon shuck the snow 
And prepare for our "Chi ngachgook Ba 11". 

Note: 

Children in grades four, five and six at 
Riverside School will be taking part in an out
door education field trip to Lake George on 
Thursday night and Friday, May 23 and 24. 
Preparations for activities and lessons to be 
held are now underway. 

R. Van Buren 
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SCHOLASTIC DEP'T: Miss Christine A. Ferluge, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Fer luge of 
Ingersoll Ave., has been named to the ~ean's 
list at State University College at Potsdam 
where she is majoring in elementary education. 

Miss Rachael Polachek, daugher of Mr. and 
Mrs. Arthur Polachek of Front St. has been ac
cepted for the fall semester at Franklin Pierce 
College in Ringe, New Hampshire. Rachael at
tends Linton High School. 

A promotion came recently for Vincent J. Musco, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Musco of 147 Front 
St. Pvt. 1st class, Musco is at Walter Reed 
Medical Center in Washington, D.C. 

Mrs. Pat Wolfe has forsaken New York City to 
be with her husband on North St. John is our 
city di rector of Developirent and property manage
ment while Pat is a free lance translator of 
French manuscripts. 

Mrs. James Lane had a coffee party for her new 
downstairs neighbors June and Doug Griset of 4 
West Front St. (Cucumber Alley) Doug is sub
stitute teaching day times and working for a Law 
firm at night. He has recently taken his bar 
exams. June is a free lance illustrator present
ly working in Barney's advertising department. 
The Grisets moved into the apartment vacated by 
Linda and Norman Claeys, now at Haverville, Mass. 
The Cl aey's new daughter Stephenie, was born Jan. 
10th 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Seery and their 7 mo. old 
daughter are now residents of 150 Front St. Mr. 
Seery is with G.E. and Janet, a journalism 
major will hopefully be contributing to the Spy 
soon! 

From Denmark come Mr. and Mrs. Niels Jorgenson 
to 15 Front St. and General Electric. 

HOUSE BEAUTIFUL: Mr. Paul Schaefer is taking 
on another house. This time a victorian gem at 
148 Front St. owned by Mrs. Howard Zahniser of 
Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Virgil Phillips is being true to North 
St. and working hard on the Neff Dietrichs in
terior revitalization. 
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STOCKADE PARTIES: Mrs. Sally Stanton enter-
tained at dinner in her home on Union St. Among 
the Stockade guests were Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Buttino, The Rev. Alphonse Petraitis, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Stephen Dougall. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Dougall Front St. en!er
tained recently for their son and daughter-1n
law Dr. and Mrs. Richard S. Dougall. Dr. 
Dougall is a professor at the Univ. of Pitts
burgh and Mrs. Dougall is the former Mary_ Ell~n 
Snyder of Pittsburgh, Pa. They were married in 

August. 

STOCKADE GUEST BOOK: 
Baginski and son David 
been the recent guests 
of Front St. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
from New York City have 
of Mrs. Frances Baginski 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Kazmar Jr. and daughters 
Kathleen and Karen from Orange, Texas have been 
visiting Mr. Kazmar's parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Joseph Kazmar of North St. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Beale of Concord, Mass. were 
recent guests of Mrs. Robert Beale of N. Church 
St. 

Maine's mid winter school vacation week gave 
Mrs. John Tagliabue of Lewiston a b~e~k in her 
teaching routine, and a chance to v1s1t her 
mother Mrs. Mills Ten Eyck of Washington Ave. 
Mr. Mills Ten Eyck Jr. of New York City joined 
them for the week-end. 

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy J. Whyte and children 
Sharon and Timothy Jr. were recent guests of 
Mrs. Whyte's mother Mrs. Sally Stanton of Union 
St. Mr. Whyte is now with Seal test Foods in 
Endicott, N. Y. 

STOCKADE TRAVELERS: Our travelers have cover
ed half the globe. We welcome back the Dawson 
Van Epps from their extended honeymoon in 
Maderia, Portugal and Spain. Christmas in 
Barcelona, New Year's in Madrid, what could be 
nicer - except to return to 119 Front Street 
shovel snow and greet sub-zero temperatures! 

A Tenth l~eddi ng Anniversary and a Birthday 
surprise for Marshall Lapp of Front St. Wife 
Joan met him at work and whisked him off to New 
York City where she had pre-planned theater and 
elegant eating! A great idea - deserving of 
imitation. 

Florida bound were the Patrick Gareys of 
Union St. and Mr. James Cooper of 4 Washington 
Ave. The Gareys vacationed at Captiva return
ing home via Sea Island, Georgia. Jim flew to 
Jamaica and then visited his brother Frank in 
Miami. 

Relatives in far off places can do wonders 
for the travel business. The Roger Kambours of 
Front St. had just such a delightful excuse. 
Ginny's brother lives in Hawaii and Roger had a 
business trip that took him to California - What 
could be more natural and more fun than continu
ing west for fresh pineapple and a family re
union! 

A visit to their son Thomas, provided the in
centive for Mr. and Mrs. Emry Carota of Front 
St. to see Reseda, California. Thomas is at
tending San Fernando Valley College and is an 
apprentice with Dean Witler Stock Brokers. 

WEDDING BELLS: Miss Diana Littlejohn of N. 
Ferry St. and Ronald Sontag of Washington are 
planning a March wedding. Diana is a first 
grade teacher at Shenendehowa Central School 
and Ronald is an assistant coordinator of the 
Schenectady Community Action Program. (S.C.A.P.) 

NEW NEIGHBORS: Mr. and Mrs. G. Carl Schweser 
frornWebster Grove, Mo. are ne1v residents at 
150 Front St. Mr. Schweser is a civil engineer 
with G.E. 

\f~T0~A-TI0N~ 
Do/ 

PAUL gcttAfff~ 
o-/} 

t t 
1,-.oquoi~ tti lls Inc . 

.. -f.4 74t13 r/<.-7-1176 /J/6•2176 




