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WEINHEIMER SHOW REVIEWED 

by Ethelwyn Cooke 

The current exhibit of drawings and paintings 
by George Weinheimer, in the Great Hall of St. 
George's church North Ferry Street, until Feb7 
ruary-28, will have increased interest to view
ers, when they learn about the sources of 
Weinheimer's inspiration in these works. These 
sources of the artist's work were echoed ef
fectively in the unique table arrangement by 
Mrs. Alfred Suksdorf for the opening reception. 

We will mention first a series or'brush draw
i~gs in black ink on white backgrounds, matted 
with warm off-white color mounts, framed in 
narrow, black moulding. Some of the drawings 
show animals which are pictured in the caves of 
the Tassili plateau in the Sahara desert. Each 
is a particular animal from the zoo of the Jar
din des Plantes in Paris, where they were recent
ly drawn by the artist. 

The brush drawings consist primarily of one 
animal each, such as the following: Ankole cow 
from the Sudan, a. type of cattle which shows up 
in E~ptian paintings; sable antelope which ap
pear in the prehistoric Tassili paintin.gs, fre
quently used in a symbolic manner, and drome
~ary camels which are relatively recent animals 
in the northern part of Africa. It is thought 
that these one-humped camels were brought into 
the Sahara ~t the end of the Roman era, just 
after the birth of Christ. They are the reason 
anyone can live in the desert at all, since 
th~y are so well adapted to desert life. These 
~nimals appear in the most recent cave paint
in9s. Other animals pictured are the mouflon, 
(wild ~heep) and the ibex, (wild goats). There 
are still wild mouflon in the Tassili but the 
ibex are extinct there. Horses were in the 
Sahara region just before the camel period, in 
Greek and early Roman times. As the Sahara be
came progressively dryer, they could no longer 
su~sist, ~!nce_they needed water every day. 
PrJewalski s wild horse is drawn as a beautiful 
animal in thick, winter coat, with an extra 
heavy main and tai 1. It is also an ancient 
type of horse but came from the cold climate of 
Europe and Asia. 

Some of the drawings are done in bold even 
measured wide line; others show considerable 
variety of line and brushwork. All indicate 
the beautiful rhythmic characteristics of ani
mal life. 

The second category is that of water colors 
done throughout the year 1968. In four of these 
larger paintings, the subject inspiration proved 
to be that of the folk-dance: North Africa 
(Arabian style) _and Greek. Schenectady may 
~oast of an a.ctive group of citizens interested 
in the dance form of a variety ~f nations; and 
those of Greece, as danced in this area in
spired Weinheimer to compose the following: 

Tsamiko - the depiction in abstract vein, of 
asTow-;-sedate dance, using warm golds tans 
and grays, with white notes to give sp~rkle. 

Syrtos - a lively dance in which the leader 
spins and leaps, inventing variations. Painted 
mostly in blues and grayed violets one notes 
an elliptical emphasis throughout.' Two instru
mentalists are includ~d: one playing a clari
net, the other, a boubouki, which is somewhat 
similar to a mandolin. 

Hassapike - this very vigorous dance is similar 
to the Israeli Hora. The leader thinks of vari
ations which everyone has to do. Reds, red-

oranges and woodsy tones are predominant. Angu
lar white patterns emphasize activity. North 
African Dancers are shown within an interior: 
curvaceous figures devised against the diagonal 
lines of blocks in the floor. Arches in ·the 
doors echo the rhythmic lines of the perform
ers: an interplay of curve against straight. 
Painted with an emphasis on complimentary blues 
and oranges, with strong notes of black, this 
is a soft, sinuous, spiral, turning dance, ef
fective against the angular pattern of the·hori
zontal base plane. 

Other water color paintings include Norfolk 
Island Pine in earth colors: a rhythmic pattern· 
of branches against rectangular patterns.of 
greens, hues of moss and olive, with notes of 
intense viridian. A pot of red clay from which 
the plant stems, melts into the oackground. 
Winter Games is a very spatial painting showing 
abstract figures in vigorous action, paneramic 
in feeling, as if in a very large outdoor arena. 
There is great ·contrast between figures and 
background. The feeling of winter is conveyed 
by the use of white pattern, with cool blues, 
blue-greens, grays and notes of red and orange. 
The first impression of white resolves into 
many patterns of warm and cool with varied 
quality of textural surfaces. Another paint
ing, which should have-wide ap·peal, is a water· 
color of a group of zebra. This is very rhy-

thmic in character, with both delicacy and 
force of line. In grayed blues, somewhat under
stated, one notes the inventive use of zebra 
~tripes to simulate foliage. A spatial feeling 
is conveyed by the placement of varied tones of 
grayed blue in both foreground and background. 
Another painting, abstract in character, de
picts a Seascape in desert tones of color. 
The longer one gazes at it, more shapes remi
nisen·t of sailboats and other sea forms emerge 
from the complex pattern of the whole. 

Several other works are pen drawings on rice 
paper, some including areas of gray in char
coal. They were inspired by archaic vase paint
ings, and depict dancing figures, deer and leop
ard, There are also some variations on the a
bove themes in chalk. 
Three oil paintings show dancing as well as 

mythological figures, all in warm hues. The 
largest is painted on shaped canvas backed by 
a wooden frame which gives an irregular, molded 
surface. This has been utilized by the painter 
to develop the forms -- a rather unique approach 
to the Mars arid Venus theme. 
Finally, an oil depicting the Sardane, tne 

Catalonian national dance of northern Spain and 
southern France. This figure group is geomet
ric in character with a feeling of solidity. 
The interplay between warm and cool colors 
creates a spatial feeling which gives life to 
the canvas. 

CHRISTMAS IN THE SAHARA 

An impression based on an interview with 
George Weinheimer 

No snow but swirling sands in the desert 
w~nd. Not reindeer but desert antelope and 
wild sheep. Not candle-lit trees but green 
black cypresses stretch upward - trees that 
may have witnesse~ the first Christmas Day! 
Then - to come upon1:he paintings ef prehis
toric man, life size and larger, fresh with 
vitality' and color, in the .open air on the out
croppings of rock in the desert. .Not hidden 
~way ~n darkened caves as in Southern Europe, 
in bright desert sunlight easy to see, their 
color and very existence protected from the 
prevailing desert storms and erosion, by 
sheltering overhanging ledges. 

. !his was the goal for George Weinheimer, who 
Joined a tour of•sixty-some adventurers in
cluding geologists, archeologists and artists. 
The group departed from Kennedy Airport on 
December 19. An over-night flight took them 
to the city of Algiers. After another four 
h_o_y_~ flig_ht they arri_y_ed i.n Tamanrasset.,_ in .9-
region called the Hoggar, the plateau which 
separates the land from the Tassili n' Ajjer 
or plateau of Rivers to the South. ' 

By Land-rover, jeep and truck to Assa-Krim 
wher~ Foucoulde, a_Jesuit missionary had es
tablished the Hermitage, a center of ancient 
Toura~eg culture. 

Much of the going was rough, desert boots 
were worn thin over the rough ground and drift
ing dunes. Ascents ( ·Akabas) were steep and 
pauses for photographic drawings were spaced 
far apar~., The desert, like the sea, has many 
faces - its not all like the scenes in Law
re~ce of Arabia, the sand covering is often 
thin, and the rough stones made walking diffi
c~lt. The ·massive outcroppings of rock fur
nished the ~ar~ surfaces for primitive sculp
ture and painting, so that when other vestiges 
of earlier civilization were swept away by the 
ravages of desert life, these remain to tell 
their story. 

There was a swinging, swaying came 1 ride to 
La Source Chapuis - a mineral spring not unlike 
Vichy. But this tour was not a luxury safari 
with over-night stops spaced at comfortable 
desert inns; many nights were spent under the 
skies in Arctic type sleeping bags, temperatures
ranged below freezing at night to the eighties 
in the day time. Days could be hot and bother
some with all the pests and ailments to which 
the human body of even the hardier tourist is 
prone. 
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EDITORIAL 

Men have been to the moon and b~ck. They have 
carried us with them all the way, from blast 
off to splash down. We know what they were do
ing_i.n each cycle, when they slept, what they 
ate, and we witnessed what they saw, from the 
gray ashen pot-marked surface of the moon to 
the welcoming green of the round earth, one 
quarter of a million miles below. When Colum
bus in the 15th century stepped upon new land 
and opened a century of exploration, months, 
even years elapsed, before the royal observers 
and traders with sailing ships could begin to 
estimate its meaning and only then to question: 
whether it meant but the extension of the pow
er of kings, or new riches for a new race of 
men to exploit in a new world. 

So we question. What does this extension of 
the horizon mean t0 us? New knowledoe made 
possible by precision instruments, new chal
lenges to meet in crowded cities and public 
unrest - "testing whether this nation or any 
nation so conceived and so dedi"cated can long 
endure: Is there still a place for insular 
smallness? Close knit neighborhoods with pow
ers to solve its own problems? Can we preserve 
the past while we cope with the ever encroach
ing present? 

More than ever before, there is need for a 
place, where each one can be heard in determin
ing courses of action. In the very vastness 
of the expanding universe, the public frustra
tion and unrest demonstrates the need for local 
action. Powerlessness in this computer-age 
breeds violence and unrest. Give us a place 
where we can do something about the way we ·1 
live - clean streets, clean water, oolice pro
tection and the conduct of elected officials! 
Whenever tax monies are spent close to where 
they are co 1 lected, the chance of corruption 
and waste is lessened. Wherever channels of 
criticism and choice are kept open, tne Jef
fersonian concepts are vitalized. The over
whelming issue for today is who shall have 
power. 

The Stockade is a sma 11 is 1 and cf local pow
ers - the wider the horizon the more we need 
decentralized controls. Let us set an example. 

_1:irst _!bings first - let's keep our sidewalks 
clean - Is your sidewalk clean? Let us begin 
at the front door to assure the responsibility 
of citizenship. 

The Saratoga Performing Arts Center is plan
ning another fine season of New York City Bal
let and Philadelphia Orchestra Concerts. You 
may wish to order tickets now and choose your 
performance dates. This year's sp~cial coupons 
and gift certificates are a real discount and 
convenience. For information you may want to 
call Mrs. Louis Navias, 374-5359 or Mrs. Mer
rill Brown 377-7014. 

books ~ artists' supplies 
stationery ~ office equipment 

art books 

Union Book 
COMPAN-Y 

237 State St. EX 3-2141 

THE SALES TAX 

I am deeply disturbed and disappointed with 
the recent proposal that the Board of Repre
sentatives saddle Schenectady County taxpayers 
with a 3% sales tax that will, at this point, 
create more pressure on our already overtaxed 
citizen~ pocketbooks. 

The idea that another method of taxation is 
a panacea or cure-all for the tremendous fi
nancial problems that are common in government 
today is naive. This insidious and regressive 
form of taxation can mean nothing more than the 
additional erosion of the area economy and the 
hard earned personal income of Schenectady 
County residents . 

My great disappointment also stems from the 
fact that a majority of the Board had agreed 
only a short two months ago not to burden the 
public with the imposition of a sales tax dur
ing the year 1969 in addition to the unfortu
nate necessity of a considerable increase in 
real estate taxes. This agreement has apparent
ly been cast aside. There is no question in my 
mind that this tax may have to be used as a 
balancing factor in budgets of the future if 
our State and Federal governments do not assist 
local bodies in a sincere attempt to drastical
ly cut spending. But, it certainly should not 
be imposed during a fiscal year that the budget 
was necessarily balanced by the use of addition
al real estate tax revenue. To impose additional 
taxation for the apparent purpose of creating a 
surplus is an insult to the residents of our 
County. 

The long term answer to this tremendous, com
plex and serious problem of spiraling and runa
way governmental spending must be the cooper
ation of all levels of government to economize 
in every possible way. This has to be done. 
Recall, if you will, that the insignificant "2¢ 
out of every dollar" sales tax bite is now be
ing considered as a possible "6¢ out of every 
dollar." 

I have always felt that voters and their 
elected representatives must communicate free
ly. For this reason, I very much appreciate 
the opportunity to comment on current issues in 
the "Spy". I would also appreciate your com
ments, both pro and con concerning the sa..les 
tax. 

Van Shanklin 

CHRISTMAS ECHOES 

The SPY'S circulation was enlarged in Decem
ber by the extra copies, printed and mailed as 
Christmas Greetings by loyal Stockaders. Ac
knowledgements have been received from far and 
wide, by former residents as we 11 as new friends. 
The Staff of the SPY is gratified by the enthu
siastic response and again expresses its ap
preciation to our Art Editor, the advertisers, 
and every contributor whose extra effort made 

--

the project possible. 

While the primary intent of the special issue 
was to provide a Stockade Christmas greeting, 
and the added cash was underwritten by the Ads 
and the donors whose houses were reproduced in 
the issue, the extra copies netted a small bal
ance. From this, the Staff of the SPY is do
nating to Riverside School the sum of $25.00 
for use in the Library of the school. 

It seems to us a fine gesture of our mutual 
need. We need the school; and its children 
are the sons and daughters of Stockade resi
dents. It belongs to us and we are proud of 
its teachers, and its administrative staff. 
Our readers would like to know what the boys 
and girls are doing. It is to be hoped that 
the boys and girls in Riverside School know 
that the Stockade area is theirs to preserve 
and protect always. 

13~ 
THESTO~ 

AROUND 
lRE CO~E~ 
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Minutes of The Stockade Association 
Jan. 27, 1969. 

The meeting came to order at 8 p.m. in the 
Schenectady County Historical Society, Mrs. G. 
Bryan Shanklin, President, presiding. 

The Secretary read the minutes of the last 
meeting and they were accepted as read. 

The Treasurer reported that we have a bal
ance of $2,236.50 in our Savings Account and 
$483.98 in our checking account as of Nov. 25, 
1968. Receipts from membership dues $33.75, 
bank service charge $1. 12. Balance on hand 
$516.61. Her report was accepted as given. 

Walls Have Ears. Mrs. Robert George report-
ed that she had received a letter from Australia 
requesting a copy of Walls Have Ears. Total 
receipts currently are $442.64. 

Riverside School. General Milton moved the 
Association appropriate a sum not to exceed 
$400.00 for the purpose of planting two trees 
in front of Riverside School. The motion was 
seconded by Mrs. Van Shanklin. Dr. Navias am
mended the motion to include erection of a 
protection fence around the trees. It was u
namiously passed. 

Rotundo Park. It was reported by Mr. Kurtz 
that the Board has appointed a committee to 
consider various proposals for general improve
ments in the Park. The committee is conducting 
a series of meetings and will submit its recom
mendations to the Board before the next Asso
ciation Meeting. 

~- Mrs. Merrill Brown, Business Manager of 
the Spy reported a balance of $633.72 as of 
Jan. 27, 1969. 

Womens Legislative Forum. Mrs. Theodore 
Kurtz, the Association's delegate to the Womens 
Legislative Forum indicated that durin~ the 
initial meetings of the Forum no legislation 
has been introduced relative to Historic Pres
ervation - the attention of the Legislature be
ing directed towards fiscal problems. Mrs. 
Merrill Brown served as Hostess to the Forum. 
She also gave a report to the Forum on the 
Stockade Association's accomplishments. 

Historic District Commission. Mr. Andrew 
Kellogg reported that he felt reasonably sure 
that the Historic Zoning Commission would con
duct future meetings in the Schenectady City 
Hall. 

The President announced that Mrs. H. Norris 
will replace Miss Davis as Corresponding Secre
tary to complete the term of Miss Davis who has 
left the area. 

r. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:30. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mrs. Theodore Kurtz, Secretary. 
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A Trip To Mexico 

by 

John Elsbree 

Mexico is an historic place, a very "foreign" 
place, a delightful place. It ~s ~ surpri~e. 
when told Mexico has had a soph1st1cated c1v1-
lization since a thousand years before Christ, 
and was old when the Pilgrims landed on Plym
outh Rock. It is also a surprise to learn 
Mexico was very much a part of the Renaissance. 
All of this, and more, was realized on a recent 
trip to Mexico. The itinerary was planned for 
an exposure to the three major cultures of Mexi
co. The pre-Spanish, Spanish and modern. 

The pre-Spanish is primarily represented to 
a modern traveler by the ruins of Chichen Itza 
and Uxmal, which are out of the city of Merida 
in the Yucatan: the ruins of Monte Alban and 
Mitla near Oaxaca; and the pyramids just out
side Mexico City. And these remains are very 
few of the estimated 10,000 pre-Spanish co~
munities thought to have existed in Mexico. 

Examples of Spanish Renaissance are, natur~lly, 
all .through Mexico and it is the more predominant 
image Mexico seems to project. A few of the 
best examples are in Oaxaca; the church of Santo 
Domingo, Mexico City, the cathedral, former 
palaces, and the National Palace; but the best 
of all is Taxco and Puebla. Taxco is an arch 
type of a Spanish "mountain" town that was very 
affluent from silver mining, and the interior 
of the main church is a superb example of the 
exuberant, lavish Mexican-Spanish baroque. 
laxco is such a prime example of a 17th century 
town, the Mexican government has declared it a 
national monument. No construction is allowed 
unless it conforms to the predominant architec
tural style. Demolition is as tightly control
led. (Historic Zoning is not an invention of 
the U.S., after all.) Puebla, a much larger 
town than Taxco two and one half hours outside 
Mexico City, is built on a large plateau. En
tire streets are lineo with early 17th century 
buildings which are still in use. Puebla is 
also the location of the first theatre built 
in the Western Hemisphere. 

The showcase for modern culture is, naturally, 
Mexico City with its modern, sleek buildings, 
particularly the new Anthropological Museum, 
and the elegant Avenue, the Paseo de Reforma. 

Mexico is more European than American by fol
lowing the custom of closing shops from 1:00 to 
3:00 p.m. and dining at 9:00 p.m. Hotels are 
numerous, clean, comfortable and rooms can be 
had to fit any budget. The cities and towns 
are much cleaner than many U. S. towns and 
cities; in fact, cleanliness appears to be a 
fetish with just about all average Mexicans. 
And the Mexican people are as friendly as their 
climate. In November, the Yucatan was like 
early July, Oaxaca was shirt sleeve days with 
cool evenings, and Mexico City, Puebla and 
Taxco were like late spring days. All of this 
trip was south of Mexico City and someday it 
will be interesting to experience the north 
of Mexico between Mexico City and the U. S. 
border. Mexico is a fascinating friendly 
country so different from ours. 
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HOLIDAY PARTIES: were busting out all over 
this happy season, one of th~ first got us off 
to a grand start with the neighborhood punch 
party given by Mrs. Arthur Cove:t and Mrs. 
Louis Navias at 33 Front St. which set the 
stage for a gala Xmas. 

The George Bradens entertained ~ith t~eir 
annual New Year's day open house 1n their 
lovely new home at 113 Union Street. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Tiemann, 234 Union St. 
gave a happy, happy New Year's eve party for 
friends and neighbors. 

Dr. and Mrs. William BeVier, S. Ferry St. 
entertained for friends both in and out of the 
Stockade. 

STORK REPORT: Mr. Stork delive'.ed a son 
James, to Mr. and Mrs. Charles Price, 28 Inger
soll Ave. Dec. 27. 

NEW NEIGHBORS: Mr. and Mrs. Richard Woods 
have recently moved to 19 Ingerso)l Ave. ~rs. 
Wood is the former Mary Ellen Rox1n from Min
neapolis, Minn. Richard spent last y~ar at the 
Univ. of New Mexico working towards his doctor
ate. He is now a physicist with the Research 
and Development Center at G.E. 

We also want to welcome, if belatedly as new 
neighbors, Mr. and Mrs. John W?lf and Mr. ~nd 
Mrs. Carl Bugg who have moved into 27 Washing
ton Ave. 

STUDENTS HOME FOR CHRISTMAS: to have fun and 
fill up on Xmas goodies. Ann Braden, Boston 
Univ.--Bill Braden, Brown Univ.--Sally ~eorge, 
Russe 11 Sage--Bedfor~ Harl ow, Texas,, ~n1 v. -
Ernest Witkowski, Plattsburg C.--Patrica La~do, 
Potsdam and brother Dave from Notre Dame_Un1v. 
Dave graduated in June f'.om N?tre Da~ with a 
degree in Aero-space eng1neer1ng and 1s n?W . 
working towards his masters. He was conm1ss1on
ed a 2nd Lieutenant in the U.S. Army Reserve,-
Susan Weihe, Canton C.--Rachael Polachek, F;ank
lin Pierce c. ar.d our Rachael made the deans 
list.--Mary Ellen Dougall a candidate for her 
masters at Boston Univ. in biology.--C~uck 
Lasky, Albany Med.--Richard Kazmar, Univ. of 
Buffalo.--Tommy Calarco, St. Bonaventure.-
William Witts, Brookline C. of Pharmacy, L.I. 
Uni V. 
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Sahara Continued 

The lasting impression of an artist like 
George Weinheimer, is the wonder that the now_ 
present desert could have at one time, 3000 
years B.C. supporte? a sophistic~ted society, 
with tribal protections for survival. The 
Tourareg culture of which these sc~lptures 
and paintings are evidence show animals, mouf
flon, antelope or desert gazelles,hunted for 
game and dissected and prepared for f?od. 
There are figures of men and women, lithe and 
beautiful by any standard, like the figures 
on a Greek vase. There are black figures 
with Negroid features as well as white, in
dicating the mobility of populations fr.om the 
South. Many of the paintings are more_ than 
life size but vary in size to small figures. 
The colors are fresh with red ocher and yellow 
clays, the medium is milk or acacia gum. 

This entire area has been a part of the French 
African Empire for a hundred and f)fty ~ears . 
and the preservation of these preh1stor1c relics 
has been part of the "White Mans Burden" 
lest we forget. The desert has been crud~ly 
mapped and guides are informed where rel]_Cs 
can be seen. At D'Janet, Fort Charlet, near the 
eastern border, there is an oasis.· There Henri 
L'Hote, nephew of the painter by the same name 
has established a Musee de Man-At Abalessa 
there is the Tomb of Hinan where jewelry of the 
Touravegs has been excavated, comparable to the 
Egyptian excavations. But the treasures of the 
past are still relatively inaccessible to the 
average tourist. 

We pause to think¢ the impermanen~e of any 
civilization, even ours, when we realize that 
once the Sahara could support a culture like 
this. That the rich pasturage has dried up, 
rivers and fertile lands have disappeared be
fore geographic change and marauding tribes. 
The absence of the camel in these primitive 
markings indicated the advance of Arab inv~s~on 
in the 6th century with new patterns of l1v1~g 
which introduced the camel from the East. This 
Arab advance spread across North Africa into 
Spain and Southern France. 

On his return, George Weinheimer stopped off 
in Paris to make sketches (like the Moufflon 
illustration) at the Jardin des Plantes. He 
is back home at 39 Front Street where he lives 
with his wife Barbara and four children, two 
in Oneida Junior High School, one in Linton and 
the oldest enrolled at Mc Gill University. 
George Weinheimer is principal of Franklin Ele
mentary School and Supervisor of Art Education 
in the City School District. 

Fortunate indeed are the school children to 
learn and grow under the influence of such an 
inspired artist and teacher. 
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LENTEN SERIES 1969 

First Reformed Church 

"The Church Beyond the Door" is the theme of 
the 1969 Lenten Series which will be conducted 
for five consecutive Wednesday evenings - Feb. 
26 through March 26 - in Friendship Hall. 

Each of the meetings is designed to highlight 
a specific area of activity for today's church 
in our everyday world. 

In order to "see the church in action beyond 
the door", the fol lowing program has been ar
ranged: 

February 26 - Rev. Lee Howe, "A Frank Look 
at Christian Concern .in Our Community". 

March 5 - Mr. David Snider, "What's Happen-
ing on the College and University Campus?" 

March 12 - Mr. Clarence H. Linder, "A Denomi
national Mission Changes Direction". 

March 19 - Mr. Charles Fontaine, "Christian 
Concern in Undeveloped Countries - the 
Peace Corps in Operation in Peru". 

March 26 - Dr. Hendrik M. Rozendaal, "Another 
Look at Vietnam". 

A family dinner will be served each evening 
of the Series starting at 6:10. The program 
will begin promptly at 7:00 p.m. Baby sitting 
for very young children will be provided be
tween 7:00 and 8:00 o'clock, with special pro
grams for those of seventh grade and under. 
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WtUUlNGS AND ENGAGEMENTS: Miss Sharlee J. 
Zukauskas, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. 
Zukauskas of N. College St. became the bride of 
Edward J. Hamlin, son of Mr. and Mrs. Edward G. 
Hamlin of Rensselaer on Nov. 30th. The couple 
is residing at 1084 Dean St. 

Mr. and Mrs. Solomon Wise of Gloversville 
have announced the engagement of their daughter 
Miss Rochelle Wise to Charles W. Lasky Jr., son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Lasky Sr. of 19 Inger
soll Ave. Rochelle will graduate from Skidmore 
College in June and Charles is in Albany Med 
College. A late summer wedding is planned. 

ABOUT THIS n' THAT: The grocery store at the 
corner of Green and College St. is under the 
new management of Mr. John Smith, 10 College 
St. He hopes all his friends and neighbors will 
stop in. 

Let it snow, let it snow, we lucky neighbors 
near 212 Union St. have a little pixie who comes 
huffing and puffing up our walks with a snow
blower and huffs and puffs our snow away. Of 
course his real name is Ralph Pickering but we 
couldn't love him more if he were Santa Claus-
maybe he is? 

John Krowcvyk is mending nicely in Ellis Hos
pital and would enjoy cards from neighbors and 
friends. 

We are delighted to report Mr. W.V.B. Van 
Dyck, 21 Washington Ave. is home from Ellis 
Hospital and practically, recuperated from his 
broken ribs in a fall on the ice. 

Mrs. Stella Harbeu, also a victim of broken 
ribs and unfortunately complications, has re
turned from Ellis Hospital to make her home 
with Miss Virginia C. Mure, 15 Washington Ave. 

filli~ 
TOTS JO TEENS 

3135iA'iE 

"On Donna, to the top of the wa 11, Now dash 
away, dash away all." Did you glimpse a stray 
from Santa's Christmas Caravan on February 5th? 
A lithe four footed visitor was spotted early 
that morning on Green St. by a bakery truck 
driver. Freddie Monks, busy with his snow plow
ing chores, saw her on Front St. too. Robert 
George, enroute to his office, rubbed his eyes 
to be sure he was awake, when he met a young 
doe darting towards him up Union St. onto 
Church St. and go in back of The Colonial Apart
ments. 

As Ann and Jennifer George, leaving for 
school, were coming outside; at their front 
door was a pretty young deer. She leaped over 
their white fence and gate and headed toward 
the back yard and the Mohawk River. Ann called 
the S.P.C.A. to report the incident. She in
quired if they might help rescue the poor 
frightened little animal. They told her, "the 
deer will probably rejoin her herd near the 
river." "If the ice is thick enough to support 
their weight, they will return safely to their 
island home." "Winter snows have made food 
scarce and they are foraging more widely than 
ever." 

Other Front Street neighbors, like us, were 
disappointed to have missed this excitement and 
the sight of this beautiful unusual visitor to 
the Stockade. 

Later that evening, when the garden was light
ed, we were thrilled to see a myriad of tiny 
deer tracks in the fresh white snow of our back 
yard. The young doe tracks could be traced 
over Kellogg's board fence, diagonally across 
that yard and over our Stockade fence. Here 
she decided she was safe enough to forage a-
mong the schrubs. When she found herself en
closed by brick wall and house, she went along 
exploring to the back of the yard. After leap
ing two Stockade fences and a board fence into 
Edward's and Van Dyke's gardens, she found an 
alley. A path beside the garages led to Front 
Street. A leap across George's white fence 
and gate, with them.watching, made her run for 
safety on the Mohawk River. 

She must have enjoyed her visit. Later 
that week a herd of Three deer were seen by the 
Fred Monks in their back yard. We all hope they 
have since found food and safety. 

Marianne Brown 
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From Far away places - An order has been 
received from New South Wales Government Of
fice~ for a copy of "Walls Have Ears," in
cluding the Stockade Story and Samuel Fuller 
Master Builder of the Mohawk. ' 
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RSA ADULT PROGRAM UNDERWAY 

The Riverside School Association has inaugu
rated its adult evening program with volley 
ball sessions every Tuesday evening from 7:30 
to 9:00 in the school gym. In addition, the 
RSA is formulating plans for a seminar series 
on Urban Problems, a play-reading group, and a 
band. The chairman of this program, Bill 
BeVier, is actively seeking interested partici
pants for all these activities throughout the 
area, stressing that it is necessary only for 
registrants to live in the Riverside School 
District, and need not have a child attending 
the school. 

The Urban Problems Seminar will consider such 
topics as city budget difficulties, tax base, 
politics, transportation and recreation facili
ties. Authoritative speakers will be invited 
and documentary films wi 11 be presented. 

The play-reading group and the band will be 
started when sufficient interest has been ex
pressed. 

Anyone wishing to sign up for the Urban Prob
lems Seminar, Volley Ball, Play-Reading, or 
Band, or those having suggestions for other 
topics which future groups could pursue, are 
urged to call Bill BeVier, 346-8927 or Mr. War
ren Tarrant at Riverside School. 

Betty and Jim Lane, formerly of 4·west Front 
Street, will be returning to Schenectady from 
Syracuse in June, after a year of graduate 
work at Syracuse University. Does anyone know 
of an apartment in the Stockade area that will 
be for rent in June? Please call Ann George 
EX 3-3290 if vou hnvP nnv infn. 
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• Sir William Johnson - VI P 

Colonel John Burton Briggs (U.S.A. ret.) was 
our guest speaker at the January Stockade Assoc. 
meeting. As the Historic Site Superintendent 
of Johnson Hall, a New York State Historic Site 
and a registered National Historic Landmark, he 
favored us with documented truths that erased 
many heretofore tall tales and left with us a 
few unanswered questions. 

Sir William Johnson was probably the most in
fluential man of Indian affairs in North A
merica from shortly after his arrival in the 
Colonies from Ireland in 1735 until his death 
in 1774. As England's Superintendent of Indi
an Affairs he was answerable to no Governor -
directly to the King. His territory extended 
from Detroit to the Atlantic and Maine to the 
Carolinas. 

His uncle owned miles of land along the south
ern shore of the Mohawk and as Sir Wm. became 
better paid he began to purchase lands on the 
northern shore (of this purchase there is proof). 
Eventually he built a house, put in some guns 
on the enclosing hills - thus he called it a 
fort - and later built a blacksmith shop, grain
ery, barns, etc. Soon after an inn, store and 
church were built making this an estate totally 
independent but busy with a great fur trade .. 

He was legally married to a Catherine Weisen
berg of Germany. She was not indentured ex
cept for her passage. SheTumped ship and made 
her way up the Hudson and to the Mohawk valley 
where she met and married Sir Wm. Perhaps she 
had knowledge of the Palantines and was trying 
to reach them. Ann, John and Mary were born 
of this marriage and after her death Molly 
Brant was hired as a housekeeper. 

Molly Brant was an Indian, baptized Mary 
Brant in our First Reformed Church in 1736. 
She was always referred to as the housekeeper 
and together she and Sir Wm. produced 8 chil
dren - the only common-law wife he had. She 
is buried in Canada along with 3 of their chil
dren, although Catherine's remains are unknown. 

No sketches or paintings of Molly exist but 
a visiting English lady wrote that she was 
"pock-marked, ugly and of ill temper." The 
store keeper kept records of her buying shoes 
"of a small size" and "brass ear bobs with red 
stones." 

Sir Wm. left explic-H directions concerning 
his burial and that of moving Catherine's re
mains next to his at the Church of St. John 
in Johnstown. The church burned in the 1800's 
and upon rebuilding was moved a bit to one side· 
and faced in the next di rec ti on. Thus·, when 
his resting place was said to have been lost, 
careful searching of old papers and maps brought 
about the discovery of his wedding ring, some 
bones, etc. Another myth dispelled. 

Many tales of the terrible ways in which he 
met his death were also proven to be false. He 
suffered for years from dysentery which he con
tracted from his years of living among the 
Indians. He sometimes was unable to ride a 
horse due to the French bullet imbedded in his 
hip. Another great misery was his teeth. He 
once was disappointed beyond belief when his 
tooth ache medicine arrived from New York in a 
shattered bottle. 
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Recipe of Mrs. Samuel Dickhoff 
9 North Church Street 
Schenectady, New York 

S P O N G E C A K E 

Pre-heat over to 350° Fahrenheit. 
Ingredients 

1 cup sugar 
6 large eggs separated 
1 cup of regular flour-sifted before measuring 
Pinch of salt 
Grated rind and juice of 1/2 lemon 

Beat egg yolks with sugar until thick and light. 
Add lemon juice and rind. . 
Beat whites of eggs with pinch of salt until 
stiff. 
Fold egg whites into yolk mixture, alternately 
with fl our. 
Bake in an ungreased 9 inch tube pan for 50 
minutes. 

AFTER 15 MINUTES, LOWER HEAT TO 325° 
Invert pan to cool. 
Remove cake when coQ_l_. _ __..,. __ __ -

to near helter 1s to live better., 
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ku.ssell H. Phillips 
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Hot and humid summer weather made his ail
ments rage and he went to bed for a week the 
beginning of July, 1774. Just previous to this 
a group of white men had mercilessly killed a 
number of Indians. Hundreds of Indians arrived 
at Fort Johnson to protest these senseless mur
ders and Sir Wm. spent the entire afternoon 
listening and speaking to the many tribes rep
resented - both in their own dialects and in 
English and, occassionally, through interpre
ters. He was carried to his room at 4:30 p.m. 
and died a few hours later sitting in his chair 
in his room on that hot, humid day of July 11, 

i
7
tiis was the end of an era. Never again did 

the· Indian have a media tor as dis ti ngui shed, 
fair and knowledgeatile as Sir William J_ohnson. 

- Kay Shanklin 
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HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

In December 1968 City Manager John L. Scott 
announced the appointment of William E. BeVier 
12 North Ferry Street to fill the unexpired 
term of Mrs. Henry Erben, term expiring June 1, 
1970. At the same time it was announced that 
Professor Gilbert Harlow of 17 Front Street had 
been reappointed, his term expiring 1971. Pro
fessor Harlow is well known to Stockaders for 
his zealous efforts to keep our gardens beauti
ful and our streets and doorways clean and at
tractive. 

Mr. BeVier brings broad experience and train
ing to this important service on the Historic 
District Commission. He is Vice-President of 
the Stockade Association and has been a pro
moter of m~ny ?f i~s successful undertakings -
t~e :re~ lighting in 1967 and the Memorial Day 
Picnic in 1968. Mr. BeVier comes from Minne
sota, graduated from the University of Minne
sota, where he also holds graduate degrees, 
Masters, and Ph.D. He joined the Naval Reserve 
in 1953 and served as a carrier based jet pilot 
1955-57. He is employed at Mechanical Tech
~ology Inc. at L~tham, and serves as an evening 
:nstructo'. a~ Union College, Dept. of Engineer
ing. He is interested in the Education Com
mittee of NAACP and active in organizing the 
adult education at Riverside School. 

His professional engineering know how is 
coupled with an enthusiasm for living in the 
Stockade and a will to get things done. 

The Historic District Commission is now com
posed of Judge William Quinn, chairman; Mrs. 
Herbert MacMaster,,end Mr. Nicholas Colangelo 
in addition to·Mr. BeVier and Professor Harlow. 

Perhaps at this time it is appropriate to be 
reminded of the importance of the Historic Dis
trict Ordinance which is the corner stone of 
the protection of the Stockade. 

From the publication of the Schenectady 
County Historical Society. 

With the passage of local ordinance Number 
14,221 by the City Council on May 14, 1962, 
Schenectady became the first city in the State 
of New York to establish a legal "H-ist~ric Dis
trict" having special zoning regulations. It 
is bounded on the east by College Street, on 
the south side of Union Street, on the west by 
Binne Kill and on the north by the Mohawk 
River. 

The basic mechanism is a requirement that a 
permit for the construction, demolition, or 
alteration of any building within the District 
must be approved by the Historic District Com
mission before being issued. In carrying out 
its mandate the Commission takes into account 
public health and safety, architectural and 
historical significance, effects on neighbor
ing property and economic feasibility of pres
ervation. 

While the objective is preservation, the 
ordinance has served also to stimulate res
toration. Since virtually all of the houses 
in the District have been maintained in usa
ble condition, restorations have usually been 
possible without extensive reconstruction. 
This has been done at the expense of the prop
erty owners, no public moneys of any kind hav
ing been expended. No attempt has been made 
to convert into museum pieces the structures 
which are essentially charming and comfortable 
homes, but simply, so far as practicable, to 
retain their original architectural character
istics. This has been going on for the past 
twenty years or longer, but the progress of 
restoration has greatly accelerated since the 
passage of the Historic District Ordinance. 
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THE SNOWBANKS KEPT GROWING 

The snow fe 11 once, the snow fe 11 twice 
It covered the ·town with snow and ice. ' 
B~t the snow kept falling day and night, 
Till the snowbanks hath reached an amazing 
height. 

The snow fell on, till the people exclaimed 
"A law against snow must be proclaimed." ' 
This law didn't help, not in the least, 

. The snowbanks kept rising and growing like 
yeast. 

--J.A. Binzer 1/16/69 

SLEIGH RIDING 

In my friend's backyard my friend and I have 
~een making a special sled run. It has four 
Jumps and lots of different tracks that connect 
~o each_other. Yesterday we went sleigh rid
,n~ on it. You go so fast that you have to 
bail out or you'll smash into the wall down by 
the park. 

--Steve Graves 

The 1969 edition of "The Qui 11 and Scroll" 
has appeared. Described as "Riverside School's 
high quality literary magazine", this yearly 
periodical is edited by Peter BeVier with Karen 
Ruchalski as co-editor, and Beth Adair as 
treasurer. The contributors are members of 
Mr. DeLorenzo's ~hird grade class. Copies can 
be procured from any member of Mr. DeLorenzo's 
class at a cost of ten cents each. Proceeds 
from the sale will be used to help finance a 
year-end trip. 

Comment 

The SPY welcomes another literary publication 
in the Stockade, the Quill and Scroll. It is 
refreshing to look at the world through the 
wide-eyed wonder of third graders at Riverside 
School. To be aware of his world, to tell it 
freely is a part of growing up in a neighbor
hood. It is a precious gift; for a 11 too often 
it is somehow lost in the upper grades. 

The material is imaginative and.often amus
ing. There was real suspense in the story "The 
Day I found an Elephant in the Bathtub, and de
lightful whimsey in the Day I Turned into a 
Snow-girl." "The Pen That couldn't Write" is 
a sly pun that boys and girls do so well. 
Congratulations! to The Editors and Contribu
tors. 

SPRING 

In the spring grass is green again. 
In the spring birdies sing again. 
In the spring trees are full again. 
In the spr~ng flowers bloom again. 
In the spring, 

In the spring 
In the spring 

In the SPRING! 
Holly Ruchalski 
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STOCKADE HOLIDAY TRAVELERS: Mrs. Samuel 
Dickhoff, 9 N. Church St. attended the Mid
Hudson Cotillion, Dec. 27 at the Poughkeepsie 
Tennis Club where her grand-niece, Miss Amy 
Dickhoff King was one of eighteen debutantes 
presented. Miss King is a freshman at Skidmore 
College. 

Gen. and Mrs. William H. Milton of Front St. 
were the weekend guests of Mrs. Alan Howard in 
Marblehead, Mass. and attended the opening of 
an exhibition of etchings by Peter Milton at 
the Alpha Gallery in Boston. 

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Ceglerski are vacation
ing in Florida for several months. 

Mrs. Harold Holden, 220 Union St. enjoyed 
Christmas with Mrs. Ralph Blessing in Amster
dam. 

John Elsbree has recently returned from an 
interesting sight-seeing stay in Mexico . 

Mrs. Giles vander Bogert, Ferry St.· and sons 
Edward vander Bogert and Fran vander Bogert III 
spent the holidays with Mr. and Mrs. Giles Y. 
vander Bogert in Beverly, Mass. Giles is with 
an architect firm, Fran is teaching philosophy 
at Queens College and Eddy is doing graduate 
work in Special Education at Syracuse Univ. 

Mr. and Mrs. Merrill Brown, Front St. visit
ed with their son and daughter-in-law, Mr. and 
Mrs. Keith Brown and family in Greenville, S. 
C. Allen Brown was home from Harvard Law 
School for the holiday. • 

Miss Gail Bensink from Buffalo was the holi
day guest of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Kazmar, North 
St. Gail attends the Univ. of Buffalo. 

Mrs. George B. Tod, 10 Washington Ave. was 
the Christmas holiday guest of her son and 
daughter-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Tod Jr. 
in Belmont, Mass. 

Mrs. Lyle Clark, 43 Washington Ave. was the 
recent-guest-of her son-in-law and daughter, 
Mr. and Mrs. Seth Wheeler, Miss Susan Wheeler 
and Billy Wheeler in Clark Summit, N. J. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clifton Vrooman, 20 Washington 
Ave. traveled almost, from coast to coast to 
visit their family. They were the guests of 
Capt. and Mrs. James H. Berg of Mesa, Ariz. and 
were introduced to their new great-grand-son 
John Steven Berg. They then visited their son
in-law and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Dorsey 0. 
Thomas Jr. and their family in St. Louis, Mo. 
Finally they spent Christmas with their daugh
ter, Mrs. J. L. Elrod in Atlanta, Ga. and her 
children, Miss Jennifer Elrod of Forest Hill, 
L.I. and Jim Elrod. 

Mrs. E. C. Lowe of 238 Union St. visited 
with her son-in-law and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles H. Nixon and family in Pittsburgh, Pa. 
for two weeks. 

STOCKADE HOLIDAY VISITORS: Mr. and Mrs. 
George St. John from Manchester, N.H. and Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert St. John from Fayetteville, N. 
C. were the holiday guests of their parents Mr. 
and Mrs. Philip St. John of 45 Front St. 

Mrs. Albertina Jerome, 22 Washington Ave. 
had as her guests Mr. and Mrs. Albert J. Pitkin 
of Nantucket, Mrs. Jerome entertained for them 
over the holidays. 

The Rev. and Mrs. John Northrup from Theil ls, 
N. Y. and Miss Nancy Burton from Alpaso, Texas 
were the guests of Mr. and Mrs. H. Gilbert 
Harlow, 17 Front St. over the Christmas season. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Colangelo, 111 Front 
St. had as their guests, their son and daughtef
in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Colangelo from 
Syracuse, N. Y. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert George, 7 Front St. had 
as their holiday guests, son Peter George, who 
is attending Officers Candidate School in New
port, R.I. and Miss Kathy McDonald from Glen 
Cove, Long Island. Miss Barbara Fass from 
Montauk, L.I. was the guest of Sally George. 
Both girls attend Russell Sage College. 

Miss Virginia C. Mure, 15 Washington Ave. had 
as her Christmas holiday guests, Mrs. Joseph J. 
Kelley of Buffalo and Mr. Henry M. Stephenson 
of New York City. 

"The D~1d Suss kind Show" wi 11 present an ex
amination of the reasons medicine has to under
go a sweeping change in this country in order 
to meet the needs of the people at 6:15 p.m. on 
Sunday, February 9, on Channel 17. 

Young radicals of medicine -- Ors. Martin 
Cherkasky, director of Montefiore Hospital; 
Fitzhugh Mullan, former chairman of the Student 
Health Organization; Stephen Sharfstein, found
er of S.H.0. for Co1TJTiunity Action in the Bronx; 
Michael McCarvey, one of the founders of S.H.0.; 
and medical student Noel Solomons -- will dis
cuss the needed changes and debate the question 

. of whether or not the poor receive medical care 
on the same level as the middle class. 

The second topic of the evening will concern 
the virtual disappearance of theatrical taboos. 

Members of the casts of the two controversial 
Broadway hi ts "Hair" and "Boys in the Band" -
the first a tribal rock protest play and the 
second a bitter comedy dealing with homosexuali
ty -- will discuss what they consider to be 
reasons behind the current liberalism. 

There seems to be a consensus among the per
formers that as recently as five years ago 
these plays could not have been presented, and 
that their success,-,today derives as much from 
the controversial and shocking themes as it 
does from any artistry in writing, direction, 
or performance. -Charles Self 

The question "If You Were President ... Would 
You Increase Defense Spending?" wi 11 be debated 
by Adam Yarmolinsky and William Kintner -- Fri
day February 14 at 7 p.m. on Channel 17. 

The two men are poles apart. Harvard Law 
School Professqr Yarmolinsky who was former As
sistant to the Secretary of Defense for Inter
national Security Affairs is convinced that the 
defense budget should not be increased. As he 
sees it, "It would be unnecessary and self
defeating for the United States to become a 
garrison state." 

Taking the opposing view is Kintner, deputy 
Director of the Foreign Policy Research Insti
tute at the University of Pennsylvania. He in
sists the defense budget should and can be in
creased. Both men also are subjected to inten
sive questioning by the week's "examiner," 
Harvard eQonomist Thomas Schelling. 

"If You Were President. . . " is seen weekly 
on Channel 17 and other Eastern Educational 
Network stations and is designed to examine in 
depth the difficulty and important problems 
which the Nixon Administration must face in com 
ing months. Program host is Lyman Kirkpatrick, 
professor of political science at Brown Uni
versity. 
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