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STOCKADERS AROUND THE WORLD 

As of the first of this month, two Stockade 
families were recently back from extended trips 
abroad~and two Stockade individuals were start
ing ~n their own foreign tours. Among the 
countries visited are or were: France, Turkey, 
Portugal, Spain, -Egypt, Lebanon, China, Japan 
and India and none of it vacation travel as 
such. 

Our returning families are of course the John 
Bradburys of Green Street and the George Wein
heimers of Front Street. Both were on sabbati
cal leave, from Union College and the Schenec~ 
tady school system respect"ively. The Bradburys 
came back from Istanbul, Turkey, where they had 
been attached to the University there, with Dr. 
Bradbury a professor of American literature. 
The Weinheimers spent their year in the South 
of France, in a fourth-floor walk-up apartment 
in the village of Collioure in the Department 
Pyren~es Orientales. The Weinheimer children 
went to French public school while both their 
parents sketched or painted, and Stockaders 
will have a chance to see some of this work when 
Mr. Weinheimer has his one-man show in March 
under the auspices of the Oak Room Artists. 
Both the Bradburys and the Wei nhei-mers confess 
to having enjoyed apartments with superlative 
views of their respective seas-~ the Bosporu~ 
for the Bradburys, the Mediterranean for the 
Weinheimers. ("Sickeningly picturesque!" was 
young Mark Weinheimer's comment on first seeing 
his new home.} 

Meanwhile November saw the departure of Miss 
Susan Staffa for a year's stay in Alexandria, 
Egypt where she will do research for her doc
toral degree in Anthropology for the University 
of Indiana. Her arrival in Alexandria was pre
faced by stopovers in Sidon, Lebanon, and Cairo, 
Egypt, and according to George and Sue Staffa 

STOCKADE ASSOCIATION MEETING 

Monday, January 31 

8 p. m. Riverside School 

EVERYBODY WELCOME! 
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:A GRAVESTONE-RUBBER ON FRONT STREET 

"I'd rather do anything than housework," says 
Phyllis Gavitt Harris of 157 Front Street, and 
today what she did a year and a half ago instead 
of housework is doing very well. To amuse her 
children on a dull day in Vermont in the summer 
of 1964 she took them to a nearby graveyard and 
started them rubbing the stone bas-reliefs with 
crayon on pieces of old sheeting. To make a 
long story short,"The children lost interest, 
but I didn't," she says, and on February 22 the 
Hopkins Institute at Dartmouth College will open 
a one-woman show of her work, which is already 
on display at the Bennington Gallery and the 
Saratoga Gallery. 

Traditionally, rubbings are done in black on 
Japanese ri.ce paper. But in rura 1 Vermonf these 
materials are not easily come by, and Mrs. Harris 
turned to more domestic materials. Now she still 
uses colored wax crayons but on a background of 
fabric that can be anything from a length of un
bleached muslin or printed calico to a hand
blocked print. She varnishes each finished rub
bing for permanence and in most cases mounts and 
frames it herself. So far she has had a grati
fying number of purchasers -- "I just hope it 
lasts," she says. 

not even the nervous moments when she was told A large part of her interest in this work 
that her trunk was hopelessly damaged (it wasn't) comes from the increasingly·delicate condition 
or that the Lebanese bank had no record of the of the stones whose desjgns she reproduces. 
funds supposedly on deposit for her (her $1,000. Most of the graveyards in the New England states 
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siasm for the Near East. years old, and wind, weather and erosion have 

Then in January General William Milton, also 
of Front Street, flew to Allabahad, India via 
Honolulu, Tokyo and Hong Kong. Working under 
the auspices of the United Presbyterian Church, 
he expects to be away for several months. 

~~~~@vi)" 
N~W COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN FOR STOCKADE ASSOCIATION 

The Board of Directors of the Stockade Associ
ation have announced the appointment of committee 
c~airmen. They are: 

\Membership: Mrs. Victor Girard and Mrs. Harold 
- Wheatley 

~ospitality: Mrs. Robert George 
Publicity: Mrs. Marshall Lapp 
~rees: Mrs. Elizabeth Perkins 
Underground Cables: John Elsbree 
Public Relations: Horace S. Van Voast, Jr. 
Program: Nicholas Colangelo 
Children's Guide Book: Mrs. Marshall Lapp 
Stockade Spy: Mrs. George Braden 
Future Publication: John Bradbury 
Village Announcements: Mrs. Louis Navias 

Here is an opportunity for you to t·ake an act
ive part tn Association activities. If you are 
interested in participatin~ as a committee mem
ber, please contact the "chairman directly. Com
mittees are now being formed and your talents 
are needed! 

- Joan Lapp 

done severe damage to them. She hopes that her 
work will, if nothing else, attract attention to 
this fast-vanishing aspect of American journey
man artistry. 

WHOSE WESTMINSTER CHIME? 

Ever since Christmas a new set of bells has 
been heard chiming not only the hour but the 
half-hour as well over the Stockade area, with 
each chime preceded by the familiar Westminster 
cadence. Does any reader know which Schenectady 
institution is providing this pleasant service? 

"7-UP" SIGN PROVOKES ACTION 

Thanks to the prompt action of officers of the 
Stockade Association and the courteous coopera
tion of Amity Hall, a large illuminated sign 
advertising the soft drink "7-Up" was removed 
from th~ 1 awn in front o-f the ct 11 a 217 Unttm 
Street almost as speedily as it had gone up, 
though not before a number of protests were made 
by Union Street residents offended by the sign. 

According to the Zoning Ordinance which ap
plies to this part of the Historic District, 
the only free-standing signs that are permit
ted are "name-plates and professional signs not 
exceeding 72 square inches in area; real estate 
signs relating to the premises only; and signs 
for public, charitable, educational and religi
ous institutions, not exceeding 10 square feet 
in area." 

CHANGES ON SPY STAFF 

Effective with the next issue of the Stockade 
Spy, Mrs. Minao Kamegai of Washington Avenue 
will become the Assistant Editor, replacing 
Mrs. Doris Manley of Front Street who is return
ing to college. Our warm thanks go to Doris for 
her contribution to the paper; an equally warm 
welcome to Betty, who as a former English teach
er should do much to elevate the general liter
ary tone. (The Editor was considerably nettled 
when her husband pointed out a questionable bit 

of grammar in the last issue and just plain an
noyed when cons ulta ti on with Fowl er' s "Modern 
English Usage" proved him right and her wrong.) 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY DISPLAYS OPEN TO PUBLIC 

Stockaders are reminded that the four floors 
of historical displays at the Schenectady His
torical Society headquarters, 56 Washington Ave. 
are open to the public every day from l to 5:30 
p.m. Paintings, prints, maps and sketches of 
this· historic area are there for the viewing, 
to sa nothin of a larae col of books 
on related subjects. 

Mr. John G. Waite, architect for the National 
Park Service's historic American buildings sur
vey, was the featured speaker at the Society's 

. meeting January 8 and presented a color-slide 
program on Historic Preservation. 

Membership in the Society is of course open 
to everyone living in the County. 
STOCKADERS ACTIVE AT PLAYHOUSE 

Last month Miss Irene Marmein of Green Street 
was Director and Front Street's Sandi Gruberg 
was chairman of Properties for the second show 
of the Playhouse season, a double bill of two 
one-act plays by Peter Shaffer. This month 
Russell Field of Front Street and Green Street's 
Jo Braden will fill the same spots respectively, 
for the third play, with Carol Hiatt of Green 
Street playing the feminine lead. The vehicle 
this time is an English murder mystery, "~Jrite 
Me A Murder,"· and will open on January 24. (A 
review will appear in the February Spy.) 

DOWNTOWN ARTS CALENDAR 

Art 
0AK ROOM ARTISTS, Hotel Van Curler: January -
Pat Hansen, February - Robert Jennette 
YWCA: February - Gerri Moore 
Drama 
CIVIC PLAYERS: "l✓ ri te Me A Murder" 
,lanu.ary 24-29, 12 S. Church St. 
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT: 

With a new year ahead of us, it is indeed now 
fitting to look at our Association and the sev
eral paths it can take. With a male attitude 
we tend to see the Association as female, with 
real human attributes. There are present he
reditary characteristics and there are en
vironmental traits. The influence of heredity 
is now seen in the layout of our streets, which 
followed old historic paths, themselves in
fluenced by the contour of the Mohawk River, 
and in the close proximity of our houses, which 
often gathered smaller and smaller house attach
ments as they receded from the street. Local 
history is saturated with the names of important 
buildings and churches, and particularly of 
people with their family relationships, their 
practical means of livelihood, and their person
al and civic outlook upon local and national 
connections. All these past attributes, in
trically interwoven, give character to our 
neighborhood, as unique and as individual as the 
character of a human being. 

We are now in the present, and we can deal 
only with the environmental aspects of our lo
cality, but in so doing we can obliterate the 
past by removing buildings, we can obscure the 
past by changing the shapes and fronts of build
ings so that they are not recognizable, or we 
can try to preserve the buildings, yet keeping 
the~ useful and livable. This is a living com
munity and not a museum, and a living community 
perpetually tries to keep itself up-to-date. 
As a consequence we have given up street car 
tracks and stables, and now build garages, erect 
tall ~o~es for electric power and light, and grow 
television antenna on tops of chimneys. How far 
can we go in this direction of modernization 
without_ spoiling the character of the locality? 
Here we have numerous opinions based upon the 
understanding and attitude of people towards the 
problem of determining the desired character of 
the area. To a newcomer of the area it is ob
vious that the functioning of the Stockade As
sociation and of the Historic Commission are 
directed definitely towards preserving the older 
character of this historic area, and it is obvi
ou~ that there are many i~fluential people in 
~s camp. There are other people in the area 
who find the location suita5)e for their per
sonal convenience and who are not temperamental
ly interested in the historic aspects of the 
area. It is understandable that they chafe at 
some of the restrictions imposed upon them in 
their attempts to modernize rapidly and in some 
cases cheaply. Are they being deprived of their 
rights as citizens or as property owners to do 
with their property as they see fit? 

Such difficulties can only be understood by 
setting forth the pros and cons, and weighing 
the evidence in light of the main purpose in the 
minds of the majority of the people in the area
namely to preserve the historic character of the 
area and still live in it comfortably. We need 
comprehension, we need communication, we need 
understanding, we need dialogue. We need to be 
able to live and_act as a closely-packed neigh
borly ccimmuni ty, and to that end we pl edge you 
our troth. Have. we stuck out our neck far 
enough? 

- Louis Navias 

Dr. Harold Martin, the new president of Union 
College, will speak in the Great Hall of St. 
George's Church at 8 p.m. Sunday 0anua~y 16 to 
all members of the parish and their friends. 
His topic is provocative: "The U~com1~itted,

11 

The Alienated - The Student and His Dilemma. 

Now that we have enjoyed the busy holidays in 
retrospect for several weeks, everyone will have 
new aspirations, challenges and problems. 
Moments between sermon and songs while we just 
rest and listen and think, a solution to that 
"knotty problem," may occur to us. See you in 
church. 

- Sue Staffa 

This month has been a big month for the youth 
of the Stockade. 

At Oneida Teresa Gilliland and Dan Braden are 
singing with the top Oneida singing group, the 
Rocktones. Both of them are also in the St. 
George's choirs. 

At Riverside things have calmed down after a 
very successful Christmas play and concert. Class 
elections are now being held. 

At Central The Stockaders s ti_ ll say Homew.ork 
and they still don't bring any books home. 

At Linton Sally George is pledging for Delta 
Gamma sorority. Good luck, Sal ... Pete Hornby 
(known to his friends as "Surfin' Pete") is 
working on the dramatics club dance, serenading 
math classes with his guitar, and a possible 
candidate for Linton TOP (Talent on Parade.) ... 
Mark Weinheimer is back after a year in the 
south of France with his family. Welcome back, 
Mark. 

Still a great silence fromt Mt. Pleasant, 
Bishop Gibbons and Notre Dame. A little news 
would be in order. 

If you have any news about yourself or your 
classmates in •~e Stockade, please call your 
editor at 377-0975 

-Ted Baar 

AS OTHERS SEE US 
Housing was scarce in Schenectady in 1945 and 

by the time we moved to the "Stockade," we had 
lived in enough places to know that though 
Schenectady might light the world, heat was 
quite another matter. Our aoartment over 
Garand' s grocery, the barber

0

' s and the tail or's 
shops was comparatively warm and sunny. On the 
other hand, it had the special proportions of a 
rhinoceros; large yawning areas adjoined stunt
ed little rooms; unexpected turns and steps and 
cupboards accommodated the needs of other gener
ations. Shortly after we moved, Arthur bought 
the property and commissioned Giles van der 
Bogert to remodel the entire building. 

Our move across the street to 21-1/2 Front was 
accomplished with the help of the neighborhood. 
In single file, they carried loads of various 
sizes; Terry Thayer balanced an upholstered 
chair on his head. It probably resembled a 
rather casual African safari! 

Tho~gh it retained vestiges of former elegance, 
the Village was certainly more informal before 
it became the "Stockade." On summer evenings we 
brought our beer and gathered on the stoops, one 
of us at a time disappearing into the darkness 
to check the sleeping children upstairs. Draped 
in beach robes, we padded down the street to the 
University Club pool on hot summer aays. One of 
my amusing memories is of the day I mistook the 
new Rev. Mr. Kirby for a lifeguard. 

The same pool and garden belonging to the 
Harlows has always been a delightful spot to 
show visitors. In fact, the hospitable spirit 
of Stockaders has made it possible for many 
other people to learn about the past and present 
of Schenectady. Circumstances and Elizabeth 
Joyce conspired to form the Stockade Guided 
tours a few years ago and as one of the guides, 
I find it a delightful way to enjoy the neighbor
hood and share the knowledge of its early history. 

Though we moved away fifteen years ago, like 
many another former resident I still feel a warm 
attachment for the trees, the houses, the narrow 
and broad streets, the "secret" gardens and the 
river park. They are mine in an unpossessive 
and particular way. Somewhat like the proverbial 
grandmother, I can have much of the pleasure and 
little responsibility! 

-Aria Watroµs 
CMr. and Mrs. John Watrous are former Stockade 
residents who are now living in West Hill with 
sons Peter and Jay and daughter Becky. Their 
eldest, Gary, is a graduate student at the Yale 
Schoo~ of Architecture and currently spending a 
year in Europe. Inci dentally, both Gary and 
Peter are Riverside alumni.] • 

[Below: the first in a new series of drawings of important pieces of furniture to be found in 
Stockade homes. This drawing by Doris Manley; authority for the text is Joseph Aronson's 
"Encyclopedia of Furniture."] 

ENGLISH CARVED OAK CH.EST -. LINENFOLD PATTERN-Mr. and Mrs. Percy Phelps 

The coffer or chest is the primary form of 
all receptacle furniture and from it derive 
our present-day sideboards and credenzas. 
(It is interesting to note that in the 
Middle Ages the general instability of life 
made the portable chest a vitally important 
posse~sio,n!} This chest, acquired by Mrs. 

~helps's family in Britain almost 50 years 
ago, is carved in the Linenfold pattern 
which is of Gothic origin and is presumed 
to represent the folds of the napkin on 
the chalice in Catholic ritual. It dates 
from the early 16th century. 



. GED : 
BELLES AND ~EDDING BELLS: On Oct. 23. Miss 
Lolly Zukauskas, 115 N. College St., became the 
bride of Richard Radcliffe, Pittsfield, Mass. 
Lolly was a computer programer wtth G.E., and 
now transferred to Baltimore, and Richard is 
with the Federal Gov. in Washington D. C. They 
are living in Lanham, Md .... Miss Catherine 
Wilson, ll S. Church St. and Dr. R. Edwin Joyn
son Jr., 125 N. Ferry St. were married Dec. 18. 
Mrs. Joynson. is the daughter of Mrs. Edward L. 
Wilson, Amsterdam and the late Mr. Wilson. Mr. 
Joynson's parents are R. Edwin Joynson, Scotts
bluff, Neb. and Mrs. Joynson of Los Angeles: 
Catherine is a chemical technician with G. E. 
and Edwin is employed as a physicist by G. E. 
Their new home wi 11 be 125 N. Ferry St. It only 
takes new brides about three months to discover 
everything doesn't taste better cooked in sher
ry, so be patient boys .... Announcement has 
been made of the engagement of Miss Rosemary 
Phelps to David Murphy. Rosemary is the daugh
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Percy M. Phelps, Ferry St. 

. and David's parents are Prof. and Mrs. William 
M. Murphy of Glenwood Blvd. A summer wedding 
is planned. 

Front St. had as guests, her cousin Mr. William 
Schrieter from Philadelphia, Pa. and Mr. John 
Fiscus who leave soon for Viet i~am .... Mrs. A. 
Wayne MerriaM, ~ashington Ave. Christmas Day 
~uests were Mr. and Mrs. Rexford Moon Jr. and 
their children Rex, Wayne, Timothy and Peter 
from Closter, N. J., and Mr. and Mrs. John Hawn 
and their daughters, Maggie, Sarah, Barbara and 
Martha of Albany, N. Y. Wayne Moon remained with 
his grandmother for the holidays .... Mr. and 
Mrs. John Clough, Front St. had as their guest 
over the holiday, Mrs. Clough's daughter, Miss 
Barbara Edwards from Boston, Mass .... Lt. Col. 
and Mrs. James Sherwood and children Suzanne, 
Fredrika and Emily of Alexandria, Va. were the 
holiday guests of Mrs. Willard Kitts, Front St. 
Miss Jeffrey Ferguson of Chio, Calif. was the 
guest of her mother, Mrs. C. Vaughn Ferguson of 
Front St. 

HOME FROM SCHOOL - to enjoy the holidays: 
Ernest Witkowski, Chuck Lasky, Christine Ferluge, 
Ann Braden, Peter George, Sidney Harrison, Gail 
and Kenneth Rapple, Susan, Sally and Bradford 
Harlow, Stephey Covert, Patrica and Dave Lando, 
Tommy Calarco, Bobby and Skippy St. John, Frans, 
Giles and Edward van der Bogert, Bryan Kernaghan, 
Chip King, Richard Kazmar, Art Desell, Windy 
Wyatt, and Lawrence Cohen. 
THE STOCKADE HOUSE BEAUTIFUL: Hope you have 
noticed Mr. William Cregan's house at ll N. Col-

OUR NE\>/ NEIGHBORS: Mr. and Mrs. William Bevier lege St., it has had a fac~ lifting inside an1 
have purchased 12 N. Ferry St. Bill is an en- out and h~s a most ~ttract,ve garden .... Pau 
gineer with M.LT. and is 1eaviri--g soon to co --- Scba~fer r.emorlelrng__tbe r:ir~g_e t of Mt:_ G_uy 
plete the oral for his Phd. at the Univ. Min- Creg1er at ~50_Front St. _It 1s one of the o~d-
nesota. Ann is busy with three lively small est houses in its style w1!h Dutch features ,n 
fry -- Judson, Peter and Brent .... Miss Susan the Stockade .... Mrs. Mane ~erchener·who owns 
Finn, a dental technician is a new resident at the Old Scherm~rhorn_house bu,~t about 1787 at 
145 Front St .... Mrs. Jessica Squires has be- l~3_Front St. 1s having the ~hird_flo?r ~e'-
come the new owner of 17· North st. and is busy f1n1shed and decorated and will live 1n ,t. 
unpacking boxes with the help of daughter Storey 
age 5 and son Jared 3- l /2 yrs .... Mr. Frank 
Penna is in the trainee program with ALCO and 
recently moved to 145 Front St. 

STOCKADE STORK REPORT: Grandpa and Grandma (Mr. 
and Mrs. Horace Van Voast Jr. Front St.) are 
ecstatic, they have twin granddaughters, Holly 
Anne and Amy Coons, born Dec. 28. The delighted 
parents are Horace and Nancy Van Voast III. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Mrs. Louiza Sozansty, 24 In
gersoll Ave., who celebrated her 90th birthday 
Dec. 24. Her granddaughter, Mrs. Eva Zoltan, 
in Newark, N. J. gave a family party for her. 
We join in wishing Mrs. Sozansty many more hap
py birthdays. 

DID YOU SEE? The beautiful Christmas decorations 
in the yard of Mr. Michael Klimchak, 19 College 
St. Tall pine trees were lighted with colored 
lights and a large Creche was set under the 
trees. It was the most outstanding display in 
this area. 

HOLIDAY PARTIES: The holiday season was high
lighted with several lovely parties. Mr. and 
Mrs. Mlodzianowski, N. Ferry St. entertained in 
their home, guests were Mr. and Mrs. John Clough, 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Navias, Mr. and Mrs. Roger 
Kambour, Mr. and Mrs. Steve Kurant, Mrs. Eliza-

,beth Perkins, Mrs. Jessie Suminski, Mr. Werner 
Feibes and Mr. James Schmitt .... Mr. and Mrs. 
Ronald Gruberg, Front St. entertained at a 
Ch ri s tm as p a-rty-f or --tlie+ gu-es-ts-ar1 fri ends . 
Mrs. Stella Harben, Washington Ave. gave a New 
Year's Eve party .... Mr. and Mrs. Van Shanklin, 
North St. gave a party for family and friends. 
Mr. and Mrs. George Braden, Green St. held open 
house New Year's day .... Mr. and Mrs. Greg 
Crozier, Front St. entertained for friends Dec. 
13 .... Mr. and Mrs. Ferris Copper, Union St. 
gave an open house party during the holidays. 
Mrs. A. Wayne Merriam, Washington Ave. gave a 
luncheon for her granddaughter, Maggie Hawn, of 
Albany. Guests were the Misses Sarah Hawn, 
Albany, N. Y., Fredrika Sherwood, Alexandria, 
Va., Molly Cook, Red Hook, N. Y., Julie and 
Susie Baumhoff, Sacramento, Calif., and Anetka 
Rozendaal of Schenectady. 

OUR HOLIDAY GUEST BOOK: Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
. Radcliffe from Lanham, Md. were the holiday 

guests of Mrs. Radcliffe's parents Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Zukauskas, College St .... Mrs. Rice 
McKnight, Washington Ave. had as her guest her 
grandson Bruce Mc Kean from Rumsey Hall prep- • 
school in Conn .... Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Gruberg, 
Front St. had as their guests Mr. and Mrs. David 
Brown from Potsdam,· N. Y. and Mr. Walter Weitz
man from Ithaca, N. Y .... The holida_y guests of 
Mr. and Mrs. W.V.B. Van Dyck, Washington Ave. 
were Mr. and Mrs .. John Logan and children, 
Michael} C~ristopher and Timonthy of Concord, 
Mass .. and Mr. and Mr$. Sherman Sterns and Sally 
Sterns of Cazen_ovia ..•.. Mrs .. Elizabeth Perkins, 

BIG NEWS: Have you heard about our "Boulevard 
Girls"? It's a sanctioned bowling league of 
young ladies age 9 to 13 yrs. who know how to 
hit that kingpin and they do it every Wednesday 
after school at the Boulevard Bowl. Our future 
Stockade bowling champions are-Paulette Wasson, 
Candy Tournier, Anne Essner, Michele Brzoza and 
Christine Witts. What did Santa bring them for 
Xmas? Bowling balls -- Naturally. 

CHIT CHAT: For those of us who had trouble 
learning to boil water or sew on a button, Miss 
Kathleen Witkowski, Ingersoll Ave. has it made. 
She is a member of the Future Homemakers Club 
of America. Kathleen is 13 yrs. old, goes to 
Oneida and is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Steven Witkowski. P.S. the course also includes 
child care--need a good bahv sitter? 

- Neeltje de Graff 
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the PLANE BOYS inc. 
Auto Accessories, Parts, Tires, Radios. 

LESSONS & CAROLS AT ST. GEORGE's CHURCH 

(A Review) 

On Sunday, Jan. 2, at 5 p.m. in St. George's 
Church, the 40 or so men and boys in the Episco
pal choir presented their ninth annual "Festival 
of Nine Lessons and Carols." Setting aside his 
Unitarian scruples for the evening, your review
er arrived at the church at ten before five, in 
the midst of a light snowfall, and found about 
150 people in the dimly lit interior, the pro
gram (red on white) was barely legible, but soon 
acolytes lit candles above each s ta 11; and at 
5:05 the processional hymn began. After Father 
Kirby's Bidding Prayer, including in one breath 
the United States and "Her Majesty's Empire," 
the program alternated nine times between the 
choir, singing 1n the loft at the rear, and 
readers giving short passages in scripture 
from a lecturn in the front. A different reader 
delivered each selection; those with profession
al experience read more slowly and clearly; the 
familiar passages ranged from Genesis to St. 
John. The accompanying carols varied from the 
simple and repetitive folksong "Bethlehem," 
to the sophisticated and _intense, "O Magnum 
Mysterium," the high point of the musical pro
gram. David Bailey, after some initial nervous
ness, gave an outstanding soprano solo in two 
numbers r the final selection, "Sing We Now of 
Jesu," composed by the choir-master, Frederick 
Monks, fitted well into the service. Your re
viewer enjoyed hearing a rousing affirmation of 
-th·e Nicene Creed, even though he did not join 

• in it, and after the Blessing departed in peace, 
well pleased to see many Stockade families rep
resented in choir and audience. 

- J.A.B. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Editor, The Stockade Spy: 

I wish to associate myself in general with the 
views expressed by Mr. John Bradshaw in your last 
issue. 

The problem of the preservation of an historic 
district appears quickly to become one of avoid
ing going overboard. It is one thing to try to 
prevent the des!r~ction of ~articularly ~ignifi
cant ancient edifices. It is another thing to 
utilize historic zoning as a device to impose 
external standards of appearance on a community. 
As someone remarked: "Thank goodness, there 
were no historic zoning commissions in the 17th 
Century. 11 

In short, there must be a compromise between 
the preservation of the old and the needs of to
day. I fear that the requested changes in the 
historic district ordinance represent an un
warranted effort to preserve a status quo, come 
what may. Such an approach goes beyond the le
gi,timate community in!e~est in opposing s~lfish 
disregard of the traditions of the community. 
Such an approach represents an effort by a small 
group to tell the entire community what is best 
for it. And this, I think, to use a word I 
rather dislike, is un-American. 

• George D. Braden 

Editor, the Stockade Spy: 

In a recent ·letter Mr. John Bradshaw concludes 
that readers who believe as he does "may want to 
attend hearings of the Council or join in ape
tition to the Council." If tnis innocent sug
gestion fails, presumably they might grow 
beards and picket the Council. 

I should like to propose a more effective al
ternative, namely that Mr. Bradshaw present his 
beliefs in a few pithy sentences at the next 
Stockade Association meeting and move that they 
be conveyed to the Council as the views of the 
Association. 

If his views are supported, they will carry 
the weight of a few hundred voters. If not, we 
can ascertain the views of the majority of the
Stockade citizens and place these vfews before 
the Council through the agency of the Stockade 
Association. 

Yours faithfully, 

A.S. Covert 

BLUEPENCILLINGS FROM TH.E EDI.TOR 

The season of snow and i.ce i.s upon ·us once 
more, and once more our nei.ghborly feeli.ngs are 
tempered by the overpowering consideration: who 
shovels his sidewalk and who doesn't. "The great 
thing about living in the Stockade is that you 
can walk to everything, 11 we are fond of pro
claiming to our benighted friends lost in the 
trackless wilds of Niskayuna or Glenville. But 
suddenly it's January again, and the simple jour
ney to Arthur's for a loaf of bread or to Bar
ney's for a spool of thread takes on all the 
horrider aspects of Hannibal's trip over the 

i Alps. (And if you've got a dog on a leash, you 
might as well have one of Hannibal's elephants 
too.) 

So the plea goes forth again: this year let's 
keep our sidewalks as clear as possible. Maybe 
·an army marches on its stomach but personally we 
prefer to stay on our feet. 

GOING SOMEWHERES? 
By PLANE or BOAT-For Business, Tours, 

Holiday Week-ends, Ski Resort-s 
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