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Association To Try Solving Stockade Traffic 

WE'LL BET THAT EVEN BACK IN 1750, the 
date of thi.• map, there were a lot of complaints 
about the traffic, the pollution and wild Indians on 
the roads. Today, it's just a different kind of traffic, 
pollution and wild Indian. But, still we must find a 
way to defend tlze.Stockade from this age old traffic 
threat- be sure to come to the meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
January 18 at the Riverside School. 

School Board 
Candidates Sought 

The Committee on Candidates of the 
Citizen Conventions for the Schenectady 
School Board is seeking the names of persons 
who may be interested in becoming candidates 
for election to the School Board of the City 
of Schenectady School District. 

The only legal requirements to be a 
candidate for election to the Board of 
Education are that he or she must be eligible 
to vote in the Schenectady School District 
and must have been a resident of the school 
district for three years. 

The Committee on Candidates is now 
meeting regularly to interview prospective 
candidates and expects to complete its assign
ment by the middle of March. Any interested 
candidate or anyone who wishes to suggest 
the candidacy of others should contact the 
Committee Chairman, Mrs. Theodore Kurtz, 
22 Front Street, 377-7135. 

MEETING NOTICE 

MEETIN& 7:30 P.M. NOT 8:00 P.M. 

The meeting has been changed from 
8:00 P.M: as announced in the meeting 
notice this week to 7:30 P.M. 

CITY TRAFFIC ENGINEER TO 
ADVISE AT JAN 18th MEETING 

Want to do something constructive about 
traffic problems in the Sto~kade? -

If so, the Stockade Association is having a 
meeting at 7:30 p.m. Monday, January 18 at 
the Riverside School Library you won't want 
to miss. Everyone is not only welcome but 
urged to attend. 

City Traffic Engineer William Bartels has 
been invited to join the meeting to answer 
questions and assist us where possible in 
developing proposals which will be legal as 
well as practical. 

The entire meeting will focus attention 
on some of the more pertinent day-to-day 
traffic aggravations in our neighborhood -
specifically items such as parking, one-way 
streets, the hazards of being a pedestrian; the 
chronic violations of existing speed limits; 

the ignoring of traffic signs and the visual 
pollution these myriad signs represent. 

The meeting will not be conducted solely 
as a therapy session for those who wish to 
verbalize their discontent, but is intended to 
constitute a forum in the correction of abuses 
and, hopefully, lead to the more effective 
and efficient use of our streets. 

To assist in pulling together the various 
areas of concern, Program Chairman Ted 
Kurtz would appreciate any suggestions you 
have. He reports it would be particularly 
helpful if we not only identify the major 
problems but, more important, if we could 
produce some specific strategies for resolving 
these problems. 

Thus, he asks that everyone fill and clip 
out the form below and leave it at Arthur's. 
Market no later than 5 p.m. Monday. In 
listing the problems, think big and come up 
with a solution. 

Ideas to Solve Stockade Traffic Problems 

The problem(s) _______________________ _ 

Suggested solution(s) ______________________ _ 

Liberty Flag - We May Have Original 
Schenectady did have a Liberty pole - one 

of the earliest American• political symbols 
starting with the protest of the Stamp Act in 
1765 - and it's just possible that the Schenec
tady Historical Society has in its possession 
one of the few Liberty pole flags in existence, 
if not the only one. 

Conducting some very interesting research 
on this is Mrs. Merrill Brown who finds the 
task extremely intriguing even though it in
volves tedious work in uncovering and deci
phering old documents. 

The Liberty flag, now in the Society's 
museum, is believed to have belonged to the 
Sons of Liberty at Albany. It fits the 
description of the flag described by Mr. John 

Sanders and Mr. John Eps in a Jetter to Sir 
William Johnson informing him of the erec
tion of a Liberty pole in Schenectady on 
Jan. 26, 1771. 

But trying to prove this is difficult but so 
far Mrs. Brown's diligent efforts in pursuing 
references to the flag has led her to uncovering 
some unknown historical material at Union 
College which might prove the flag's origin. 

This would certainly be a tremendous find 
and prize for Schenectady. As the research 
continues, the Spy will keep you informed. 
A history of the Liberty tlags will also be 
published soon. The !...Iberty poles were 
rallying points for Colonial opposition to 
British Authority. 



THE STOCKADE 'SPY 

Editor , ...... Mary Kuykendall 
Asst. Editor .. .-T· Bruce Daniel 
News Editor ..... '. .................... . 

Mrs. \V,illiarn Thomas 
Advertising .... .-; .. Carol Rhyne 
Tidings ...... '. ... ',:. Barbara Sauer 

' ' Betty Lane 
Business ..... .' ¥arianne Brown 
Circulation ........ Anne George 

I" 

Sponsor - Stockade Association 

President ......................... Mr.Merrill Brown 
Vice President ..................... Mr. Ted Kurtz 
Secretary ................... Mr~. Elisabeth Norris 
Corresponding Secretary ... ·Mrs. R.L. Kenney 
Treasurer ..................... Mr. William Taggart 

Sevits, DiPaolo 
To Head Sp,y 

Heading up the staff of the Stockade Spy, 
starting with the next issue, will be Donald 
Sevits, 16 Washington Avenue, as Editor and 
J. Michael DiPaolo, Colonial Apartments, 
Church Street, as Assistant Editor. Both are 
employed in the Continuing Education De• 
partment of New York State. 

Sevits can be contacted on 4 74-6930 and 
DiPaolo can be reached on 372-2206, evenings. 
So, if you have any news, ideas for feature 
stories or general information that would be 
of interest to the community, be sure to 
contact them. 

The next Spy issue will be out the first 
week of March. So be sure to contact them 
by February 22. 
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Secretary's Report 
Mr. Merrill Brown called the meeting to 

order at 8:10 p.m. in the Historical Society 
building. The Treasurer's report was read and 
filed with the secretary. It showed a balance 
of $2,253.18 in the savings account and 
$584.23 in the checking account. 

Mr. Brown expressed appreciation to all 
who helped on the Walk-About and an
nounced that Anne George and Gertrude 
Naylon would be joint chairmen of the next 
walk-about. 
Announcements and Miscellaneous Items 

Mr. Brown expressed thanks to Dawson 
Van Eps for the excellent care he has given 
to the grounds around the Indian. 

Mrs. Theodore Kurtz is serving as our 
delegate to the Citizen's Committee for the 
Public Schools. 

Mrs. Merrill Brown is ·our delegate to the 
Women's Legislative Forum. 

Mrs. R. H. Norris represented us at a 
meeting of the ew Yor State Commission 
on Cultural Resources, an ad hoc committee 
created by the Legislature.to study the current 
and long range needs of cultural institutions 
in the state and to make recommendations of 
ways to meet their fiscal needs. 
House Behind the YWCA 

Mr. Brown reported that Mrs. Weeks had 
notified him that this house is no longer in 
condition to rent and that they would wel
come suggestions on what to do about it. It 
would probably cost at least $ I 0,000 to re
furbish it. Ted Kurtz is going to look into the 
history of the house and will try to ascertain 
its age. 
Report From the Zoning Committee 

Dr. Navis, chairman, reported that his 
committee consists of Messrs, Duggan, Elsbree 
and Taggart. ln the two meetings held so far 
they have been studying draft of the Zoning 
Act proposed Barton-Aschman Associates for 
the city of Schenectady. They have one 
complete copy and have been reviewing the 
sections which apply to the Historic District. 
One change in the new Ordinance is the 
widening of the scope of the Historic Com
mission to include all landmarks in the entire 
city. At the Decembermeeting the committee 
plans to draw up in writing their views on the 
proposed zoning ordinance. Dr. Navias also 
pointed out that he discovered in the City 
Engineer's office a detailed plan drawn up by 
Metcalf and Eddy of Boston for the disposal 
of waste water. Included in the plan is a 
provision for taking sewage from Scotia under 
the river to dispose of it in the Schenectady 
plant which is to be an enlarged automatic 
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plant. This is of concern to us because the 
pumping station is in our area. 
Application for Designation of 
Stockade Area as Historic Site 

Mr. Zegger and his committee is finding 
that the organization of the material to be 
presented in the application is a monumental 
task. The job is about 75% done. Some three 
houses have to be reported on with a summary 
of their architectural features. There are some 
700 pictures. They also need some vista shots 
which will be taken professionally. Mr. Zegger 
needs two or three volunteers to help with 
finishing making records of the houses on 
about three streets. 
Fort Orange 

An excavation is being made at Fort 
Orange, the original site of settlement at 
Albany, because the State Department of 
Transportation will soon build a ramp over 
the spot. Money is being made available for 
the wori< and t e foundation of one o e 
original buildings has already been identified 
and artifacts have been found. Digging will 
have to stop when winter comes. Members 
were urged to write letters to General Theo
dore W. Parker, Commissioner of the Depart
ment of Transportation and Sal J. Prazioso, 
Commissioner of the Recreation on the 
matter. Mrs. Vari Shanklin moved, seconded 
by Mrs. Navias, that the Stockade Association 
write a letter objecting to the burying of the 
Fort Edward site with the suggestion that the 
ramp be relocated. If this is impossible, then 
we would urge that the building of the ramp 
be postponed until the excavation can be 
completed. The motion was approved. 

The business meeting adjourned at 8:55 
at which time Dr. Robert Larssen, President 
of our local Community College was intro
duced and spoke on the present situation at 
the college, the courses of study offered, 
enrollment and plans for future expansion. 

Blockhouse Beef n' Brew 
Welcomes Stockaders 

Happy to name their inn in the Stockade 
style, management reports they can also 
accommodate meeting groups. Age is now 
limited to 21 and above in the inn. 

... al tht Indian, m tht Stocbde 

LAWRENCE •VANVOAST. INC. 

38 NORTH FEARY STREET.SCHENECTADY 

"Insurance ;s a Stockade" 

372.4451 
DAV ANO NIGHT 

GOOD FOOD WITHOUT FRILLS 

Corner of State Street and Erie Boulevard 
Reservations: 374-8917 or 374-4585 



Civic Playhouse News 
Mary Bee, director, and a fine cast and 

crew are putting the final polish on the up
coming play, "Spoonriver Anthology" which 
opens January 25th and runs through Jan. 30. 

On January 11 and 12 tryouts were held 
for "A Day in the Death of Joe Egg" which 
will be presented March. This will be directed 
by Bob Lauterborn, who is also President of 
the Civic Players Association. 

The May play will be "Breath Of Spring", 
directed by Joe Fava. Tryouts for this will 
be held the end of March, so do watch the 
papers for the exact dates and come over to 
the Playhouse and join in on the ·activities 
and tryout. 

We are all indebted to Irene Marmein and 
Helen Hughes for their excellent work in the 
recently completed classes in Beginning Acting 
Techniques. Also to Pat Thompson for her 
fine course of the same duration in Make-up. 
More classes in the various phases of theater 
work will be scheduled from time to time, so 
watch for the announcement about them. 

- Peg Harrison 

Art Society Lecture 
E. George Wein he i me r, Principal of 

Franklin School, Superintendent of the Sche
nectady Public Schools, Illustrator, Artist, 
Art Judge and Lecturer, will give a demon
stration and talk to the Schenectady Art 
Society at 8 p.m., Thursday, Jan. 21 at the 
Great Hall in St. George's Church. Everyone 
is welcome to attend. 

His lecture, entitled "Developing a Line," 
will be held in two parts with everyone 
participating in a workshop for the second 
half of his demonstration. 

Preceding Weinheimer's demonstration at 
8 p.m. will be a meeting of the Schenectady 
Art Society at 7:30 p.m. to elect officers. 
There will be a Feasting Board, for all, after 
the demonstration. 
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Historical Society News 
In an effort to balance its projected 1971 

budget, in the face of rising prices and a cut
back in appropriations, the Schenectady 
County Historical Society is seeking ways and 
means of raising revenue for the new year. 

The first proposed project is a two-pronged 
effort at getting more members and raising 
the annual dues by not more than one dollar, 
from three to four dollars a year. 

The second will be an antique auction, 
probably to be held in the historical society 
headquarters this spring. 

The third money-raising suggestion was 
made by Horace S. Van Yoast Jr., who offered 
to bake Christmas cookies from the decorative 
and antique cookie molds in the society's 
collection. Orders will be taken about 
October 1 for certain delivery early next 
December. 

The auxiliary will hear Edmund J. Win-

The Schenectady Art Society also an
nounces that Denise Lacy is exhibiting her 
diversified art works from 3 to 6 p.m. in the 
Great Hall of St. George's. The show will 
continue throughout January. 

The Art Society last week started holding 
auditions at St. George's for people who have 
skills such as dancing, singing, acting, musical 
and juggling. The people selected will become 
part of the group's first Un Petit-Mardi Gras 
of this year which will soon take place. For 
further information contact Phyllis Carver 
Smith, 1057 Gillespie Street, Schenectady. 
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slow of the State History Department at its 
Jan. 27 meeting in the Vrooman Room. His 
topic will be "Things I Think of Interest." 

The society's Jan. 16 afternoon meeting 
will feature Wayne H. Harvey, trustee, who 
will speak on "Paper Americana." An avid 
collector of old picture postcards, much of 
his talk will deal with the early days of this 
century. 

St. George's News 
A distinguished Churchman and preacher 

will be a guest at St. George's Church this 
month. Doctor Jan Juta of Mendham, New 
Jersey, is the son of the Honorable Sir Henry 
Juta,_ Chief Justice of the Union of South 
Africa. A mural painter, designer, craftsman 
and author, he was born in Capetown, and is 
the author of autobiographies shortly to be 
published by Scribner's. He is also a great 
friend of Hemingway, D. H. Lawrence, 
Gertrude Stein, Picasso and Norman Douglas. 

Another distinguished Churchman and 
jurist, Mr. Peyton Moss, will be a guest of the 
Parish.in February. 

The Reverend Edward Nason West, Canon
Sacrist of the Cathedral of St. John the 
Divine, New York City, and great liturgical 
scholar, will conduct the Lenten series on the 
Wednesday evenings during Lent, beginning 
March third. These informal Services will take 
place in the Church at 7:30 P.M., following 
the Parish Family Supper at 6:30 P.M. in the 
Great Hall. The Services are open to all. 

Father Kirby and Father Wienk will be 
attending a conference at Trinity Institute. 

HECKS TRAVEL 
1 SI Barrett Street 346-3431 

BOOK NOW FOR WIN1ER CRUISES 
Specializing in Group Travel 

MR. CHARLES 
KNITWEAR ETCETERA, INC. 

16 So. Church Street 
Schenectady, New York 12305 

372-8041 
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Ours has been an active neighborhood 

during the past holidays. Here's hoping all 
Stockaders had the best of Christmases and 
will have a year filled with peace and joy. 

David and Robbie Paine, formerly of 158 
Front Street, have moved to Washington 
Road, Scotia. May they have a great time in 
their new home. 

Recent guest starts on Jo an Lapp's 
"Window on the World" ETV news show seen 
on Channel 17 Thursdays at 10: 15 a.m. and 
2:15 p.m. were Tim and Susie Ferry, Chris 
Kambour, Charles Price, Erin Lane, Dave and 
Doug Lapp and Keli Gordon. 

Mike Pratt and Steve Tillson have opened 
a new shop on Ferry Street called the Wax 
Factory. It's great. They have custom made 
candles, hand-dipped candles and custom 
made leather goods. The Wax Factory is at 
1 I 6 Sou th Ferry Street and well worth a visit. 
Stop in soon. 

Ed Dennison, 146 Front Street, will be 
teaching skiing at the Maple Ridge Ski area. 
Be sure to say hello to Ed if you visit there. 

Nancy, Peter and Emily Polachek, when 
last heard from, were staying at Crete - as 
part of their European sojourn. Wondr.r 
what the weather's like there? 

Peter George, 7 Front Street, was married 
to the former Kathy McDonnell on Dec. 19 
in Glen Cove, Long Island. Sally and Jennifer 
George were bridesmaids. Peter and Kathy 
honeymooned in Washington, D.C. and then 
hurried back to Norfolk where Peter is 
stationed. 

For fans of the Schenectady Civic Players, 
Marjorie Ronayne, 15 North Ferry Street, 
reports that the Box Office is open from 
noon to 6 p.m. the Saturday before the per-

Tex Riedinger 
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Fire History Repeats At 17 Washington Avenue 
It's possible the boys were whooping it 

up in the old tavern at 17 Washington Avenue 
when it burned in 1819 but the cause of the 
Fire at the 17 Washington Avenue apartment 
building at Christmas Eve is still unknown. 

Thanks to quick action by Fire Chief 
Mil ton Kling and his men, the building was not 
burned to the ground this time. Occupants 
of four apartments escaped safely although 
they were left homeless for awhile. The fifth 
apartment was vacant. 

Here's the account of the 18 I 9 fire as re
ported in the 1957 document designating 17 
Washington Avenue as the "Jesse Vincent 
Tavern ca· 1820." 

formance and from noon on the week of the 
performance. 

We wonder why t~e park a_t the corner of 
Front Street and College Street is closed all 
the time while some of the neighborhood 
children play in the streets. 

Howard Mcconville, recently received the 
title of "Genealogist of the Schenectady 
County Historical Society," by the Society 
for his long and devoted services to genealogy 
and local history. 

Our Stockade, as always, was a most 
attractive neighborhood during the Yuletide 
season. Many doors looked so lovely • 
especially John Elsbree's at 146 Front Street. 
The tree lighting ceremony on Dec. 18 was 
fun and the annual Nativity Play at First 
Reformed Church was touching as usual. We 
are indeed lucky to have such a nice neighbor
hood. 

We welcome to the Stockade; Theresa 
Nolet, I Union Street, Yetta and Larry Fox, 
158 Front Street, Nancy and Bill McDaniel, 
150 Front Street. 
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More bank for your money 

SCHEnEOADV TRUST 
Member Federal Deposit lnsurancP Corporat,on 

Tel 393-413 

"The account of the Great Fire of Nov. 
16-17, 1819 as published in the SCHENEC
TADY CABINET of Nov. 24, 1819 states 
definitely that among the structures con
sumed were the tavern, store, barn and sheds 
of Andrew N. Van Patten at the corner of 
Washington Avenue and Front Street. A deed 
from Jonathan Walton to Andrew N. Van 
Patten dated April 15, 1817 (Book C page 
224) shows that this property was the south 
east corner, now designated as number 17 
Washington Avenue. No evidence has been 
found to indicate that any structure on this 
property survived the fire. 

"Apparently, however, a new structure 
was built on this property very soon after the 
fire. A deed dated Oct. 2, 1821 (Book N 
page 90) from Andrew N. Van Patten to 
Jonathan Walton refers to a "certain house 
and lot of ground with the outhouses and 
buildings thereon ... at the corner of Was71ing
ton and Front Streets, bo11nded on the north 
by Front Street, on the east by the ho11se and 
lot of ground owned and occupied by Doctor 
Daniel J. Toll, on the south by the lot of 
Angelica Schermerhorn and the lot of James 
V.S. Ryley, and on the west by Washington 
Street, being the Tavern Stand now occ11pied 
by Jesse Vincent." 

"A deed to Andrew Van Patten, dated 26 
Nov. 1819, (Book N page 92), for a narrow 
strip of ground which appears to have been 
needed to finish out the south side of his 
comer/at properly, refers to "the cellar now 
building by the said Andrew". This might 
mean that he had started to rebuild the 
comer house within ten days of its having 
been destroyed by the Great Fire. In any 
event, rebuilding seems to have taken place 
by 1821. 

"Examination of the architecture and 
materials of the structure now standing at 17 
Washington Ave. gives good indication that 
it is the same ·structure that was built about 
1820. The following designation is there
fore, recommended -

Jesse Vincent Tavern 
ca 1820." 
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