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COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN DESIGNATED 

On Thursday evening, the 9th of January an 
organization meeting of Committee Chairmen 
for the stockade Association was held at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs.-James Baar on Church 
Street, This was the first announcement Mr. 
Elsbree has made of the committees that will 
be the ''backbone'' of the stockade Association 
and keep the activities of the Association mov
ing. Mr. Elsbree conducted the meeting and 
discussed organization of the stockade Associ
ation, reporting relationships, and responsi
bilities of the various committee chairmen. 
Those attending, and the committees they 
head were: 

Mrs. Wm. Quinn 
Mrs. George Braden 
Mr. Horace VanVoast, Jr. 
Dr. John Bradbury 
Mrs. James Manley 
Mr. Horace VanVoast, Jr., 

Chairman pro tern 
Mrs. James Gilliland 
Mrs. James Baar 
Mr. Horace VanVoast, Jr. 

Miss Judy Haubens 

Membership 
Tree Planting 
Christmas Tree 
Award 
Drafting Service 
Parks Planning 

Dutch Treat 
Walkabout 
Photographic 

Committee 
stockade Spy 

Mr. Elsbree informed the chairmen there 
were other committees planned, for which no 
chairmen have yet been appointed. 

In the meeting Mr. Elsbree pointed out that 
each of the chairmen has been appointed to 
head their committee because of their interest 
in the stockade Association, and because of 
their ability, background and knowledge in the 
activity. He further requested that each chair
man make a strong effort to appoint committee 
members fr om- a:ll areas of-the-Hi~ -
trict, and avoid duplication of committee mem
bers. A person should not be expected to be a 
member of two or more active committees, he 
explained. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD SOUGHT 

The stockade Association is building a file 
of photographs of the current facades of all 
houses in the area. Both photographs and pho
tographers are needed. Any experienced ama
teurs with 35mm cameras - preferably with 
wide angled lenses - who would like to partici
pate are invited to call John Elsbree at FR7-
7829. The pictures will be used to simplify the 
work of the Historic District Commission, and 
the file of negatives will be maintained by the 
Historical Association, where it will be avail
able to scholars. 

INTERNATIONAL TRADITION OF 
CAROLS CONTINUED 

On Sunday afternoon, December 29th, the 
Men and Boys' Choir of st. George's Church 
presented their annual Festival of Nine Lessons 
and Carols. This service, taken from ancient 
sources, has been sung in its present form on 
Christmas Eve in King's College Chapel, Cam
bridge, for almost half a century. 

The service consists of the reading of 
biblical passages unfolding the story of the birth 
of Christ, interspersed with carols and other 
Christmas songs as sung by the choir. Each 
lesson is read by a different participant in the 
life of the church, beginning with a boy chorister 
and concluding with the Rector. Along with tra
ditional carols, the choir sang a Czech carol, an 
Austrian Christmas folksong, ''The Angel's 
Greeting,'' f L"om Brahms' Marienlieder, and 
"0 Magnum Mysterium," by Vittoria. 

In addition to the Rector, Darwin Kirby, Jr., 
Father Vernon A. Austin, and Frederick Monks, 
Organist and Master of the Choristers, stock
aders with special roles were Frederick Monks, 
Jr., and Curt Weinheimer, treble soloists, and 
George D. Braden, who, as a Gentleman of the 
Choir, read the second lesson. stockade boys 
who are members of the choir include also 
Mark and Matt Weinheimer, Bill and Danny 
Braden, James Cimmino, Scott Hank, Jamie 
Gilliland and Ben Ruchalski. 
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MEMBERSHIP DRIVE DETAILS 

The 1964 Membership Committee will launch 
its annual drive on January 29th with a meeting 
at the home of the Chairman, Mrs. William 
Quinn. 

Prospective new members will be con
tacted by phone by one of the following: Miss 
Marion Duffy, Miss Mildred Ey, Miss Anna 
Sherman, Miss Eleanor Keaveney, Mrs. 
Michael Slovak, Mrs. van der Bogert Shanklin, 
Miss Gertrude Sullivan, Miss Judith Van 
Voorhis, Mrs. George Staffa, and Mrs. Eugene 
Wine. 

For the first time in the history of the As
sociation enrolled members will be billed by 
mail. Mrs. Timothy Connelly and Mrs. Chris 
DeRisi will assist Mrs. Earl Farry in this 
effort. 

Dues will also be collected at the January 
meeting of the Association. 

Membership in the Association is open to 
all Stockade residents and to those non-resi
dents who own property within the area. By 
virtue of the Constitution of the stockade As
sociation the area includes properties within 
the first ward as follows: 

"From the intersection of College Street 
and Front street and South on College Street 
including both sides of said street to Erie 
Boulevard and over Erie Boulevard to State 
Street to include the area on the West side of 
Erie Boulevard and West on State Street to 
include both sides of State street to the Mohawk 
River and bounded on the West and North by 
the said Mohawk River." 

Anyone interested in the support and activi
ties of the area who does not qualify for mem
bership by residence may contact Mrs. J. 
Warren Joyce, President of ''The Friends of 
the stocka,de," at 1436 Lowell Road. 

WEINHEIMER GARBS MEDIEVALISTS 

When the Play of Daniel was performed at 
All Souls Unitarian Church on January 12, a 
good share of the illusion came from the brush 
of George Weinheimer of Front street, who 
designed all sets and costumes. The thirteenth 
century work, first reviewed in New York City 
in 1958 by the Pro Musica Antiqua group, com
bines music, dance and drama. The Schenectady 
production is the first presentation of the 
spectacle by any other group on record. Among 
the "Satraps'' on Daniel's team was young 
Curt Weinheimer, otherwise known for his 
television appearances en francais. 
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER TO THE 
STOCKADE ASSOCIATION 

The responsibility of a new President of 
the stockade Association is both to carry on 
the work of former administrations, and to 
move the organization on into new areas of 
activity. Because of this the program of the 
new administration falls naturally into three 
activities: 

1. To assist the Historic District Commis
sion so that the commission may conduct 
its business in an orderly and informed 
manner. The commission affects all of 
us in the stockade, and it needs all of us 
to help carry out its responsibilities. 
The stockade Association, which repre
sents the residents of the area, has a 
duty to the Commission this administra
tion will attempt to discharge. 

2. To carry on the committee work of the 
Stockade Association. The committees 
facilitate the internal working of the 
Association, as the Association seeks to 
preserve the area. The committees also 
help to sustain the interest of the mem
bers in the Association itself. 

3. To stimulate interest in the value of the 
area and the value of the area's struc
tures on the part of all residents. This 
means an effort to keep informed each 
individual who owns a structure or prop
erty in the historic district so that he 
may better understand the architectural 
value, and the historical value of his 
property. This activity is not aimed at 
only a few people fortunate enough to live 
in homes or buildings already restored, 
but is aimed at all residents, with par
ticular emphasiswhere restoration has 
not yet begun. 

This program is ambitious and will need 
your ideas and your hands. Only then can it be 
accomplished. 

FORMER ADMINISTRATION COMMENDED 

I would like to thank the former administra
tion of the Stockade Association for the work 
they have done. If the preceding administration 
had not accomplished as much as they have, 
the program stated for this coming year would 
not be possible to conceive. Therefore

1 
they 

deserve a sincere "Congratulations" for their 
accomplishments. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Dear Editor: 
Most Americans are unaware of the im

portance attached to their opinions by the De
partment of state, the agency of government 
most directly involved in the conduct of foreign 
affairs. The Department carries on an exten
sive program to keep in touch with public at
titudes. One of its divisions regularly surveys 
opinion polls and daily combs the press for 
editorial comment. In addition the department 
operates a program to inform the public on 
foreign policy matters. Last November a team 
from the Department of state held a briefing 
session in Albany to sound out Capital District 
thinking. Congressmen and Senators keep their 
ears to the ground for trends. 

Public opinion then, does count, but the way 
it counts depends upon whether it is informed, 
misinformed or uninformed. If what we think 
is to play a responsible role and set up the 
limits within which the experts, the President 
and his advisors may safety act, the voter 
must educate himself on the vital issues of 
foreign policy confronting the nation. 

This is what the Great Decisions program 
seeks to do. Discussion and difference is basic 
to decision making. Meetings of neighbors, 
church groups, social organizations, open and 
free to all is the core. Nothing to join, no dues 
to pay and no answers to accept but your own. 

But not idle conversation to air your pet 
prejudice, but discussion of alternatives based 
on fact. A fact kit prepared by the Foreign 
Policy Association, a national research organ
ization supported by industry and the great 
foundations as well as the $1. 50 you pa v for the 
kit is basis of discussion. It is a package deal, 
co~taining background text, graphs, references 
and' suggested topics for discussion. The excel
lence of the material and the movement as a 
whole, has been endorsed by the late President 
Kennedy, President Eisenhower, Secretary 
Rusk, Governor Rockefeller to name only a few. 
The movement is 10 years old, and Schenectady 
last year had 10 groups, with over 200 adults 
participating. The Adult Education Department 
of the Public Schools is the central focus 
for formation of groups and distribution of 
materials. 

"GREAT DECISIONS ... 1964" WEEK OF 

1. WORLD COMMUNISM TODAY Feb. 9 
-How Great the Danger? 

2. FRANCE AND THE WEST Feb. 16 
-Will Atlantic Unity Survive? 

3. EGYPT AND THE MIDDLE EAST Feb. 23 
-What Prospects for Stability? 

4. DISARMAMENT Mar. 1 
-Alternative to the Balance of 
Terror? 

5. CASTRO'S CUBA Mar. 8 
-Challenge to the Americas? 

6. INDONESIA Mar. 15 
-Guided or Misguided 
Democracy? 

7. FOREIGN AID Mar. 22 
-How Long? How Much? 
For What? 

8. IDEOLOGICAL WARFARE Mar. 29 
- Who's Winning? 

If you would like to join a neighborhood 
group in the stockade area which would meet 
once a week, for 8 weeks in the evening, open 
to men and women call the Adult Education 
Office, Public Affairs Section, 108 Union 
Street, FRanklin 7-6486 on week days between 
9:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon, after January 13, or 
Mrs. Patrick Garey, 14 Union street, FRanklin 
7-4662. Mr. and Mrs. Garey will open their 
house for the first meeting on February 10 at 
7:30 p.m. 

Yours Faithfully, 
Helen Garey • 

lffil 

As you walk up Union street above Ferry, 
you cannot help but feel how the city grew. You 
come upon row houses, Gothic and Romanesque 
Revivals, and Victorian, all fitting into place 
because the Presbyterian Church, an old lady 
and an old gentleman give the street mellow
ness. 

220 Union, the little frame and brick house 

of Jacoous Van Antwerp, ca 1740, sits there 
like a pristine little lady looking at all the 
Victorian youths around her and you can hear 
her say, 

-

~ 
--~ 

"Why do they call them Victorian? I was 
here when the Georges reigned. I fought the 
War of-Independence. So I-he-came-free only to 
hear a bunch of intellectuals call the new build
ings being built around me Victorian! What's it 
all about? She never reigned here. 

''It is sad that lots of my old friends were 
torn down to be replaced by those things. Oh! 
I lost many good friends. But I must confess 
I bought a new hat. Look at my front porch, 
new for me but modest and nice. I think it be
comes an old lady who is trying to keep up 
with the times. 

''Now, if I may gossip, let me tell you about 
the gentleman down the street. I refer to the 
Abraham Grant House at 216. He is younger 
than I am, born about 1800. He is an old rascal 
but I like him even though he has bought a new 
suit to keep up with the Victorians. 

''We two know so many secrets together. I 
shan't divulge them all. But that old rascal 
down the street! Oh goodness, what I could tell 
you about him! He did have his respectable 
days as we both have now. Yes, it was once 
the home and office of Dr. van der Bogert. In 
fact it was here that his son was born, the guy 
that writes this column. Then the Doctor moved 
to 111 Union street and rented 216 to a group 
of G. E. Test men. I don't know if you know 
what Test men were like in those days. They 
tested everything, including a Prohibition test 
of gin formulae: which proportions of water to 
alcohol to juniper juice got you there faster. 
As an old lady I won't divulge who these young 
men were. Truly it would not be proper be
cause they became some of our most respected 
citizens. However, I am glad to still be around 
to talk about it.'' 

Giles Y. van der Bogert 



TIDINGS 

Ensign and Mrs. William D. Cohen, form
erly of Front street, are now living in Newport, 
Rhode Island, where Bill's ship, the destroyer 
USS Kepler, is based. 

Pamela Ball of Front street, daughter of 
Mrs. Harold A. Ball of Liverpool and the late 
Mr. Ball, will be married in the Spring to 
Wayne Knight Shorey. Pam is a senior at Bates 
College. Her fiance graduated from Bates and 
is now teaching at Vermont Academy. 

Mrs. Lyle Clark of Washington Avenue is 
vacationing in California. 

General and Mrs. William Milton of Front 
street have a new grandson, Jeremy, born 
December 28th to Mr. and Mrs. Peter Milton 
of Baltimore. 

Mr. and Mrs. Victor Musznay have come in 
from Charlton to spend the winter at 43 Wash
ington Avenue. 

TWO WIDELY VARYING WORKS 
AT THE PLAYHOUSE 

William Gibson's The Miracle Worker, a 
play based on the early training given little 
Helen Keller by her devoted teacher-com
panion, Anne Sullivan Macy, will open at the 
Playhouse on Monday, January 27, under the 
direction of Miss Irene Marmein of Green 
Street. Other Stockaders working on the pro
duction are Miss Karen Eustis of Ferry 
Street, who is in charge of properties, and 
Miss Mildred Ey, also of Ferry street, who 
is assisting with costumes. 

One of the happiest shows ever contrived 
by the Players ushered in the holiday season 
the first week of December, when Sandy 
Wilson's enchanting musical The Boy Friend 

Sandra Neal, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John was produced by former stockader Bob Boggs 
F. Neal of College street, was married on in defiance of all Playhouse precedent. (" A 
December 28th to Charles Resinger of Rotter- ____ m_usical in this theatre?" "Dance routines on 
dam. The ceremony took place at 2 PM in st. this stage?" "Where will you put your orches-
George' s Episcopal Church, with Father Vernon tra ?" "You must be out of your mind, etc., 
Austin officiating. Doris Neal was maid-of- etc.") Well, he wasn't, and the show was pure 
honor for her sister and Thomas Vasatino best delight from beginning to end. High honors go 
man. The young couple are in residence at 656 to everyone connected with it, but a few special 
Crane street. bouquets must be handed out: to Charles Hep

Mrs. Alvin Clarke of 4 North street has 
moved to Albany street. 

Among the young stockaders home from 
boarding school for the holidays were Mark 
Foley of Washington Avenue (Exeter), Ted Baar 
of Church street (Williston Academy) and Ken 
Rapple of Washington Avenue (Holderness). 

Home from college were Giles vander 
Bogert, Jr. of Ferry street (Syracuse), Kurt 
Brandhorst (Syracuse), Front street, Robert 
st. John (Tennessee), Front street, Douglas 
Rose, College street (Tufts), Pamela Ball, 
Front Street (Bates), and Midshipman Kenneth 
Malcolm, Jr. of Ferry street (National Mari
time Academy). 

Home from graduate school were Susan 
Staffa, Front street (Indiana), Franz vander 
Bogert, Ferry street (Cornell), and Rosemary 
Phelps, Front street (New York University). 

Mrs. Constance Sitz of Green street has 
become a foster parent, via the Christian 
Children's Federation, of four-year old Kwon 
Ge Sook, or Cinnamon Tree. The small Korean 
girl is being cared for in the Children's Home 
at Yu Sung in South Kore . ...,._ ___ _ 

SPY STAFF CHANGES 

Mrs. Roger Kambour has resigned after a 
year and a half of very hard and successful 
work as the Editor and driving force behind 
the stockade Spy. It was with regret her resig
nation was accepted. This issue of the Spy was 
put together by a group of people interested 
in the stockade Association, and in the con
tinuing publication of the Spy. They have the 
gratitude of the AssociatioU:--

Miss Judy Haubens has accepted the posi
tion of editor and will publish her first issue 
in February. Miss Haubens, who is Program 
Manager for the Educational TV station, lives 
at 1 Union street. She is familiar with the 
stockade area both as a resident and through 
her work on a neighborhood documentary she 
is currently producing for WMHT. 

burn, of mural fame, whose sets made a 1 7-
foot stage look like the Lincoln Center; to 
Adrienne Grenfell, whose costumes were so 
effective that one actress got applause on her 
initial entrance; to choreographer Orlando 
Pigliavento and conductor Larry Pivacek, who 
made motion and music seem as effortless 
as a summer breeze; and to actors Don Putnam, 
Bert Lloyd, Sylvia Horwitz and Ferry street's 
own Louise Wendt, all of whom gave us the 
most delicious feeling of gaiety and fun. Our 
only regret was that encores weren't per
mitted - we could have watched (and applauded) 
all night. 

ROY AL GAMBIT ON TRIAL AT UNION 

Fresh treatment of old material will be the 
keynote in the production of ''Royal Gambit'' 

to be given Feb. 13-17 at the Nott Memorial 
Theatre, Union College. 

The play is, indeed, a new look at Henry 
VIII and his six wives. Characters slip back 
and forth between the Lfil1Land-20th Centuries 
without so much as a respectful nod to the 
Aristotelian "Poetics." A friendly wave of 
the hand to Bertolt Brecht is more likely; yet 
Herman Gressieker, the author and a former 
assistant to Max Reinhardt, has organized his 
material in such a way as to make it peculiarly 
his own and to give fresh insights into old 
problems. 

The theatre is an even fresher treatment 
of old material. Under the knowing eye of 
Professor Gifford Wingate, the former Library 
has been transformed into a beautiful and ef
fective arena threatre. Around its 18-ft wide 
octagonal stage rise two hundred seats each 
with a perfect view of the entire arena. These 
seats will be used for the first time at this 
production, having been installed only recently. 
The decor of the theatre is peculiarly suited 
to the play to be presented. Red velvet draperies 
and red cushioned seats blend with the dark
stained wood to give an almost Tudor elegance 
to this charming new theatre. 

stockade rs Jo Braden and Doris Manley are 
working on the production and tickets may be 
obtained in advance from either of them. 
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THE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

The following stockade properties were 
discussed at the last meeting of the HDC, held 
on December 12. 

1. 114-116 Front Street. Mr. John Miller, 
the owner, asked the Commission's approval 
of his plans to change a window on the side of 
his house into a full-length dutch door, to 
facilitate the removal of trash. His plans were 
approved. 

2. 58 Washington Avenue (rear). Mr. William 
C. Wemple, acting on behalf of his legal client, 
Mr. Coburn Hollister, the owner of the prop
erty, had approached the Commission earlier 
concerning the construction of a new house on 
this site. After some consideration the Com
mission decided that it had no jurisdiction 
over the property. Commissioner Giles van der 
Bogert, however, was able to assure his fellow 
Commissioners informally that the proposed 
building would be '· comparable to the houses 
in that area." 

3. 32 N. Ferry street. The proposed changes 
to be made on the back of this property by the 

owner, Mr. Ernest Cohen, were not listed on 
the agenda for discussion by the Commission, 
since the Commission's chairman, Gen. 
William Milton, Jr., had already given Mr. 
Cohen his personal permission to proceed with 
these alterations and had advised the Building 
Inspector accordingly. However, it was ex
plained to the other Commissioners that Mr. 
Cohen wishes to extend the rear of the building 
to a depth of approximately 8 feet in order to 
create more space in one particular apartment. 
These plans were approved. 

The remainder of the meeting was devoted 
to considering possible changes in the city 
ordinance governing the structure and activity 
of the HDC. Among these were a number of 
suggestions made last June by the Board of 
Directors of the stockade Association which 
were not acted upon by the first Commission
ers, on the grounds of inexperience. The As
sociation's suggestions, which the Commission 
will presumably discuss in detail at a later 
meeting, cover such matters as protection
walls to screen demolition areas, the upkeep 
of sidewalks in front of open or demolished 
areas, and the extent to which the functions of 
the Housing Code Commission overlap those 
of the HDC. Jo Braden 

IN HIS MEMORY 

November 22, 1963 was the day that Historic 
Preservation, Architecture and the Arts lost 
the greatest friend they ever had in the position 
of the President of the United states. 

Fewer than thirty days before that tragic 
day some stockaders had traveled to Amherst 
College to hear President Kennedy deliver an 
address honoring the memory of Poet Robert 
Frost. 

The President said: 

"The men who create power make an in
dispensable contribution to the nation's 
greatness. But the men who question 
power make a contribution just as in
dispensable ... Art establishes the basic 
human truths. . . The artist ... becomes 
the last champion of the individual mind 
and sensibility against an intrusive 
society and an officious state." 

The President never doubted where the 
artist's vision would lead the nation: 

'' I look forward to an America which will 
not be • afraid of grace and beauty, an 
America which will protect the beauty of 
our natural environment, which will pre
serve the great old American houses and 
squares and parks of our national past, 

and which will build handsome and bal
anced cities for our future ... I look for
ward to an America which commands 
respect throughout the world, not only 
for its strength but for its civilization 
as well." 

''The nation which disdains this mission 
invites the fate of having nothing to look 
backward to with pride and nothing to 
look forward to with hope." 

John Fitzgerald Kennedy thus challenged us 
all to rise to the task before us. 

May we have the strength to carry the task 
to fulfillment in his memory. 

WAS CATHERINE'S HOUSE CARTED? 

Additional evidence has been found that the 
small house at 116 Front street which appears 
to be a part of No. 114, was built elsewhere 
and moved to its present location about 1795. 
This was the conclusion reached by the Historic 
Markers Committee several years ago when 
approving a marker to read '' Symon Speck 
House, ca 1725." Because the house at 116 has 
walls and foundations completely separate 
from those of No. 114, and other dissimilar 
and earlier features, the Committee felt that 
the small house had not been built as an addi
tion to the larger house, but had been moved 
alongside. However, doubt has sometimes been 
expressed that this could have been done. 

During recent alterations and general re
decoration, workmen uncovered several areas 
of the brick-filled outer walls. These fills 
comprised not only the original sun-baked 
brick, but also occasional kiln-fired brick of 
a considerably later period. The presence of 
bricks of two different periods suggests that 
the house was taken apart at an early date and 
moved in sections to a new location where 
minor modifications were made and some 
bricks of a later period employed in the re
construction. This view is supported by the 
presence of a few wood posts and beams of a 
period later than the original very rough-hewn 
members. 

A small house is known to have stood as 
early as 1 725 in the northwest corner of the 
old Burial Ground on Front street about 100 
feet to the east of the present location of 116. 
This belonged to a free Negro woman, Catherine 
Ezabel (Isabell?) and later to her grandson 
Symon Speck. Early records of the Dutch 
Church confirm the existence of this house 
within the Burial Ground, but do not disclose 
the reason for its being there. About 1 795 the 
small house disappeared from the cemetery, 
presumably because the land was wanted for 
burial plots. Its removal at that time to the 
location at 116 would explain its disappearance 
from the Burial Ground, and also the fact that 
the foundations at 116 appear to be of a some
what later date than the house itself. 
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