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A BROOM IS A SWEEPER, A CHASER, AN ANTIQUE 

Consider the average American 
room. Wha 1s 1 outstanding feature? 

Is the broom cherished for its part in the 
historical picture of the new wo-rld? Do 
you find yourself discussing the origin of 
your favorite kitchen sweeper? This ig
nored necessity suffers from a tremend
ous amount of abuse. 

There are brooms used for finding toys 
under a sofa, shooing cats away from the 
knitting, working its magic on a stub
born icicle and the time honored trans
portation for those halloween ladies of 
the night. How far afield this 400 year 
old time saving creation has strayed from 
its original purpose of sweeping the 
days toil out of sight. 

With Stockade residents actively in
terested in history, preserving broom 
making could become a project for the 
new year. A site for the 175th anni
versary might be the Whitmeyer Broom 
Factory, located behind 150 Front Street. 

The first brooms made in the new 
world were of yellow birch. In the 
northern New England states, everybody 
knew how to make Indian brooms from 
birch trees and every household in coun
try or town had them. Many a farmer's 
son and daughter throughout New Eng
land earned his or her first spending 
money by making birch brooms for the 
country store. However, the uniform 
price for these brooms was six cents a 
piece. You had to work at least three 
evenings to make one broom, not to men
tion time spent in selecting and cutting 
the birch tree. Broom making was not a 

very profitable home industry. But a sys
tematic plan of raising broom corn, more 
durable than birch broom, for the manu
facture of brooms, was not developed 
until 1798. 

Levi Dickenson, a Yankee farmer from 
Hadley, Mass. planted half an acre for 
broom-corn. At first he scraped the seed 
from the brush with a knife, then used a 
kind of hoe, then a coarse comb like a 
ripple comb. He tied each broom by 
hand with the help of a servant. The 
final sewing, when a needle was pressed 
through with a leather "palm" such as 
sailors used, was completed by the 
strong hands of men and women. From 
the half acre planting, Dickenson man
aged to make about 150 brooms. 

He was thought a visionary when he 
predicted that broom manufacturing 
would be the greatest industry in the 
country and he was sneeringly told that 
only Indians ought to make brooms. But 
he perservered. 

Dickenson carried brooms to Pitts
field, to New London and in 1805 to Al
bany and Boston. By 1810, seventy thous
and brooms were made. The household 
sweeper continued to gain popularity be
cause of the travels of the Yankee ped
dler. For a full century a couple of bun
dles of brooms waving like plumes on a 
circus horse decorated the back of a ped
dler's wagon. They became the trade
mark of the peddler along with the jing
ling of tinware. 

As the broom was carried across the 
new states, some farmers in the midwest 
found they could grow a superior broom. 
The midwest broom corn provided a 
stronger and lo,nger product. Gradually 
the manufacture of brooms drifted to the 
midwest. But, not before the Whitmeyer 
Broom Factory was established in Sche
nectady. 

The factory, owned and operated by 
the Whitmeyer family, established 
broom making_ as a major industry in 
Schenectady. Originally located on River 
Street, the Whitmeyer factory was in full 
operation before the General Electric 
Company was created or locomotives 
were manufactured in this city. The fac-
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TREE LIGHTING 
IN THE SNOW 

January 1973 

Friday, December 15th: snow-fluffy 
snow falling - coveriug t're wa-lks, the 
rooftops . . . covering the tree sharing 
the park with Lawrence, the Indian·
beautiful blue spruce furnished by the 
Department of Parks and decorated with 
new lights furnished by the Stockade 
Association. 

At 6 :30 P. M., Howard Ricard and 
Robert George, in the traditional roles 
of town criers, walked through the Stock
ade calling the residents to the annual 
Christmas tree-lighting ceremony - an 
old-fashioned tradition we in Schenec
tady are fo1-tunate to be able to partici
pate in. First, the children gathered at 
the Indian, and soon neighbors and fam
ilies joined them. 

The Reverend Darwin Kirby Jr., rec
tor of St. George's Episcopal Church led 
St. George's girls' choir, under the direc
tion of Mrs. John Moran in officially 
opening the festivities. 

Father Kirby offered a prayer for 
peace and pronounced a benediction on 
the gathering. Carols were sung by the 
choir imparting the meaning of the 
Christmas season. Sean and Erin Lane, 
students at Riverside School, pressed 
the switch to turn on the lights. 

Earlier in the week, willing volunteers, 
William 'I'aggart, Paul Mahoney, James 
Schmit, Howard Ricard, and John Ricard 
assisted the Parks Department to raise 
the tree on the site. 

Mrs. Robert A. George, 7 Front St., 
acted as chairman of the event. 
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THE PRESIDENT: 
A McDonald's hamburger emporium 

will soon replace three stately pre-Civil 
War residences near Albany's Center 
Square section. That is unless prercnt 
efforts by Central Square Assoc., the 
American Institute of Architects, the 
Hudson River Valley Commission, the 
Stockade Association and hundreds of 
individuals prevent this newest threat to 
area preservation. 

The structures stand on the comer of 
South Swan and Madison on a site want
ed by McDonald's hamburger chain for 
a new fast food eatery. The site lays be
tween the Center Square Area and the 
new South Mall project. So much of old 
Albany has already been demolished to 
make way for the South Mall, for high
ways, for urban renewal and ad nauseum 
that Center Square residents feel they've 
been Malled, ramped and highwayed, 
urbanized, governmentized and now 
ground hamburgized. 

Center Square urges the adoption of a 
development plan for downtown Albany 
consistent with its long and unique his
tory that would foster the orderly de
velopment, preservation and rehabilita
tion of the area around the $1.5 billion 
Mall in a manner befitting the State's 
Capitol. The alternative would be a do 
nothing policy which would apparently 
result in framing the area with ham
burger stands, pizza huts, and fish frys 
all emblazoned by neon lights. 

Albany and N. Y. State have formed a 
joint committee to study possible archi
tectural requirements for demolition and 
construction in the South Mall area. 
Hopefully the McDonald threat can be 
stayed and the Committee allowed to 
make its recommendations before irre
parable damage is done. Regretably, to 
date no strong zoning law has been en
acted for protection of that vital area. 

Here in thE> Stockade we have enjoyed 
the limited benefits of Historic District 
Zoning protection for ten years. We are 
all aware of its strengths and its weak
nesses as it presently exists. Repeatedly, 
the City of Schenectady has warned us 
of the needed revisions to strengthen ex
isting -zoning regulations and to expand 
the protected area in the form of a buf
fer zone around the Stockade. 

City Planning representatives have 
now requested to review the proposals 
recommended by the Stockade's Zoning 
Revision Committee. High priority will 
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tory was moved to the Front Street site, 
a former warehouse, when a fire de
stroyed the original River Street build
ing. Broom manufacturing was contin
ued by the family until 1946 when the 
factory was sold to the Kranick family. 
According to George Kranick, youngest 
son in the Kranick family, "the Whit
meyer's had approximately 47 people 
employed prior to World War II." 

When the factory was operating for 
the Kranick's, about 20 people were 
working as broom makers. But, the new 
technology introduced to all phases of 
manufactusing after W.W. II actually 
contributed to the decline of broom fac
tories like Whitmeyer's. 

The broom factory has not been fully 
operational for the past five years. One 
great problem is finding people who a.re 
skilled broom makers. Mr. Kranick be
lieves that the craft is slowly dying be
cause of the lack of qualified peo,ple in
terested in preserving and teaching the 
craft. "Broom making," he said, "was 
the first industry in Schenectady, but the 
1940's was a turning point in getting 
qualified help. But, I still make brooms 
in the factory," he continued. "To really 
understand what's involved you have to 
watch a broom being made." 

An Indian craft, a Colonial industry, 
and a part of the Yankee peddler folk
lore make up the history of the broom. 
The first signs of the industrial revolu
tion include the broom. And, a major 
contributor to the industrial growth of 
Schenectady, is the lowly broom. Let's 
consider that quiet steadfast and reliable 
broom once more. 

One bristley, swooshey and sometimes 
stragley object, the broom, has been a 
friend to Indian and settler, craftsman 
and industrialist. What other object, 
kept close to the fire and food, can boast 
of such character. Take care with that 
broom, a real treasure in the memoria
blia of New England and the new world. 

Stockade Association 

MEETING 

January 29, 1973 
8:00 P. M. 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

be given to strengthening, expanding and 
implementing the preservation laws for 
our Historic Stockade District. 

In the background of this present 
work is the knowledge that long ago 
Stockaders, refusing to acknowledge 
their dangers, ·set snowmen at the open 
gates to guard their sleep. The massacre 
of 1690 resulted. Now is the time to take 
the "Snowmen" out of our zoning ordi
nance and replace them with a meaning
ful and powerful defense. 

J. D. J. Schmitt, President 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

To the Editor: 

Anticipation is for me a major part of 
the Christmas season. It allows the joy
ous excitement to begin weeks before the 
actual day. As a new resident of the 
Stockade I was particularly happy to 
hear a few weeks beforehand of the tree 
lighting and "After the Lighting" parties 
on December 15th. 

That night the ideal, romantic snow
fall was more like a frozen rain. It ex
tinguished exposed lighted candles more 
than once, but not the spirit of those at
tending. In many cases perhaps antici
pation of the parties helped to keep the 
mood joyous. 

Why then was I disappointed in the 
service? I was happy to see the role of 
the town crier revived. The Stockade can 
effectively use such a novel form of com
munication. Living on Front Street I had 
no trouble hearing him, although neigh
bors on Green Street did not realize he 
had been throurrh ! 

I was disappointed in the length of 
the service. If you came fifteen minutes 
late you missed it because from start to 
end it lasted 10-12 minutes. It could 
quite comfortably have been twice as 
long-even with the weather as bad as 
it was. 

For those of us in front of Lawrence
Van Voast insurance agency building 
there were several distractions. During 
the service groups of kids probably of 
junior high age gathered at Front and 
Ferry. And there was no one there to 
keep the peace as they joked and mim
icked the caroling. An adult in the midst 
of them could not have heard the singing 
from the other side. Also at least three 
times automobiles broke up the gather
ing expecting to get through the Stock
ade and out via Green Street. 

The lighting itself was not without 
flaw. From what I understand this was 
the second year that the timer had not 
been properly set. Father Kirby's com
ment--"Does this tree get lit ?"-seemed 
quite appropriate. 

I, therefore, make the following sug
gestions for next year's lighting: 

( 1) a longer service with some short 
addresses by perhaps the coordinating 
pastor and the association president and 
emceed by the chairman of the event or 
the association president. 

(2) adult carol leaders positioned 
around the Indian. 

( 3) traffic control in the area for one 
half hour during the service if possible. 

( 4) encouragement of caroling either 
scheduled or impromptu. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jeanne M. Murray 



KNOW THE BUILDING IS AUTHENTIC FROM EXTERIOR FEATURES 

Those who live in the "Stockade" may 
often wonder how old some of the build
ings they see around them are. It might 
be helpful to bound what constitutes the 
stockaded area of Colonial times. Edwin 
G. Conde, city historian twenty years 
ago, noted the expansion of the original 
fortified area from the State Street, 
Washington Avenue, Front and Ferry 
Streets quadrangle to the inclusion of 
most of the property between the banks 
of the Binnekil on the West to a Wall 
Street-College Street-North Street line on 
the East, and from the houses on the 
river side of Front Street on the North to 
include the buildings on the South side 
of State Street. 

It is within this area that one is likely 
to find the remains of the oldest struc
tures. A brief description of the physical 
characteristics and details of construc
tion would help some of the fortunate 
few who live in altered, but largely old 
houses, in being able to learn to recog
nize those parts which are old. 

Most obvious to the beginner would, of 
course, be architectural style. From 
some of the few marked historic houses 
we can recognize that the early steep 
Dutch style, gable-end to the street are 
among the oldest. At least one truly ven
erable house, no doubt the oldest in the 
Stockade area, has had a front added 
which has changed the ridge line of the 
roof to one which runs parallel to the 
street. The steep gable is only visible 
from the rear, now appearing as an ell 
to the front or major building, which 
dates from about 1800. 

Another style of respectable age is the 
double-pitched or gambrel roof. While 
several of these survive from the eigh
teenth century there are as many which 
have had the roof raised to make the 
former attic space a full height floor. 
Only on the side walls or in the attic is 
the change obvious. 
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The earlier houses had smaller panes 
of glass in their windows, frequently 
twelve over twelve or eight over twelve 
panes of glass to each window. Few of 
these earlier windows are still with us. 
In some cases they have been replaced 
by larger and therefore fewer panes. In 
other cases even the window frame open
ing itself has been widened to permit 
use of counterbalancing sash weight and 
at the same time increasing the height 
of the window. In this step the first de
velopment seems to have been a grad
uation to six over six panes and later to 
two over two panes. 

Because of the danger of fire, the 
fronts of many old buildings were made 
of brick, even if the rest of the house was 
not made of that material. 

There are several developments in the 
field of masonry construction that are 
readily datable. Let us examine these. 
Bricks were made in a large variety of 
sizes until 1704, when an attempt to 
standardize them led to the setting of a 
standard size of manufactured brick to 
9 in. x 2½ in. x 4~/i in. for the province 
of New York. This was the size general
ly used about 1790, when the present 
size 8 in. x 2 in. x 4 in. came into use. (It 
should be noted here that while the stan
dard was set by law, that law was fre
quently breached.) 

( Continued on Page 4) 
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KNOW THE BUILDING 

( Continued from Page 3) 

Customs in bricklaying changed with 
the tastes and styles of the time. The 
Flemish method of bonding bricks within 
a wall-the alternation of the long and 
short sides of bricks in each course-was 
used in many early buildings but none 
survive in the writer's knowledge. Those 
few colonial houses with Flemish bonded 
front seem to have had new fronts which 
were later improvements. 

Flemish Bonding 
(191~. + & 19-tti, Centu~y} 

Another early method of laying bricks 
is referred to as English bonding ... each 
course of bricks is made up exclusively 
of headers or stretchers (as these ar
rangements are called), with each course 
of stretchers alternating with a course of 
headers. All existing houses of this de
scription seem to have been built before 
1790. Between 1790 and about 1820 the 
number of rows of stretchers increased 
to three between every two of headers 
called common bond. After 1820 to 
about the Civil War period the number 
of rows of stretchers increased to five ; 
later still, the number goes to six, seven, 
eight and nine, and even ten. There are 
no buildings made of bricks imported 
from Holland despite legends to the con
trary. 

Common Bonding 
1-t<:>o - 18'.l.O 

Englisn Banding 
bofo•Q nqo 

~1~~[~}~71¥~ 
'.1D□JC23CJLJU□lG 
11 .... .., .. ,.,.._._,.~:;;-:;}JI ,. , .'; :~,;/:;:,:;JI . ·;,.·-·-·-'.,,,.,.:?di·:.-,:., ~;-:.:-~.::.::ra c:: 

Ill 
DIAMONDS 

FINE JEWELRY 
SILVER-WATCHES 

In the 

li(KElMAMM 
Tradition 

Since 1111 

215 STATE STREET, 

Some of our earlier buildings have in
teresting decorative arrangements over 
the windows. The flattened arch, made 
of specially shaped bricks placed on end 
formed a lintel like arrangement which 
widened at the top, so that the whole re
sembled a wedge. The older forms were 
often one and one half bricks high, later 
only one brick high. Sometime later 
many of these flattened arches were cov
ered with a decorative pediment fre
quently only an obtuse inverted triangle 
made of wooden mouldings. About a 

hundred years ago these were replaced 
on some old buildings with cast iron 
(decorative) lintels, the most ornamen
tal showing two cornucopias. Only by 
knowing whether there is a decorative 
flattened arch behind such an ornamen
tal lintel can it be determined whether 
this was an embellishment designed to 
modernize an old building or then cur
rent construction of a new building. 

J. Warren Joyce 

Charles W. Merriam 
& Son, Inc. 

Always Ready To Serve 

Your Insuring Needs 

Phone: Bus. 393-2109 • Res. 374-2022 
202 STATE STREET 
SCHENECTADY, N. Y. 

STOCKADE 

1419 Erie Boulevard 

Schenectady, N. Y. l::!301 

E A N E R 
138-142 LIBERTY ST. 

SCHENECTADY, NEW YORK 12305 

PHONE: (518) 314-8605 

Art X u.r"S 

..Market 
AT THE 
/NOIAN 

80..m . 

lt'sYour Neighborhood 

(AG;Av) 
- for -

• Water Softener Salt • Agway Fuel 011 
• Winter Supplies Tires - Anti-Freeze 

Jacobsen, Sunbeam Snowthrowers 

NEIL 0. SHELDON, INC. 

s 

202 FRONT 374-4422 

Artists' 
Supp\y 
NOW '4.T 

306 
DISTINCTIVE U"1~~§t • 
CTURE FRAMES f>toCLdwa.y 

ISABELLA'S 

F & H PHARMACY, Inc. 
Drugs ■ Prescriptions 

Surgical Supplies 

Russell Stover Candies 

527 UNION STREET 

PHONE 370-2300 

SCHENECTADY'S FIRST BANK 
Serving tire Stockade Area 

Since 1807 

Mohawkc:e 
Notional~ank 


