
THE PRESIDENT 

Schenectady's freshman Councilman has 
proposed to create neighborhood planning 
councils "to bring things back down to the 
neighborhood level". 

To Stockaders this is the best news of 
the New Year! For the sixteen years since 
its origin, the Stockade Association has 
planned and fought to destroy the 
Arrogance of Power which steamrollers 
over neighborhoods, asserting the will of 
officialdom rather than allowing the grass 
roots growth of local needs and desires. 

It is unthinkable to Stockaders that 
unwanted, unneeded or undesirable pro­
jects and actions are completed at all levels 
·of the Power Structure without even pre­
liminary discussion with the people 
affected. Our neighborhood has suffered a 
dozen defeats in as many years: Some of 
our magnificient homes and buildings have 
been demolished; gracious street trees have 
been buzz-sawed down, our historic Binne­
kill has been filled in; tall power towers 
and festoons of cable have been planted 
along our public owned river banks and 
islands; expanded airport facilities promise 
nothing to us but more noise pollution; 
public housing, wanted or unwanted is 
being thrust at us; our park, pool and play 
grounds are being wantonly allowed to 
spoil; and on and on. All these are evidence 
that the lone neighborhood has been 
stripped of all its powers of self­
determination. 

While our powers have been lessened, 
our concerns have grown. Our concerns 
have grown to include the Stockade Area 
and its entire vicinity as "place" rather 
than only individual Heritage buildings. 
Our PLACE is constantly threatened, and 
so we must work toward and strongly 
support greater neighborhood involvement 
in government. 

The recent proposal of recognized neigh­
borhood planning councils might cause us 
t.o really expect a HAPPY NEW YEAR. 

James D. J. Schmitt 

Published by The Stockade Associatloa 

THE RIDE OF SYMON 

SCHERMERHOORN! 

or 

SYMON SAYS: BE BRAVE! 

February 8 and 9 mark the 284th 
anniversary of the Schenectady massacre 
and the ride of Symon Schermerhoorn. If 
circumstances had been slightly different in 
Schenectady that night, early American 
history could have been greatly changed. 

In 1690 Schenectady was a prosperous 
Dutch settlement of perhaps 400 people. 
For the most part the settlement lay in the 
area currently bounded by State Street, 
Ferry Street, Front Street, and Washington 
Avenue. Most of the settlement was en­
closed by a stockade fence about ten feet 
high. There were two gates in the stockade 
fence. One was in the southern wall near 
the present intersection of Church and 
State Streets. The other gate, in the 
northern wall, is now commemorated by a 
tablet near the intersection of Church and 
Front Streets. It was through this northern 
gate that the French and Indians attacked. 

During early 1690 Schenectady was in 
the midst of a political controversy. There 
was considerable doubt whether their 
leader, Leisler, was fit t.o govern. This 
controversy, with its resulting dissent, was 
no doubt one reason why the guards left 
their posts on Saturday night, February 8, 
1690. Probably another factor was the 
uncommonly cold weather. In any event, 
the guards built snowmen to guard the 
gate, and repaired to Douw Aukes' Tavern 
for some Saturday night drinking and 
festivities. 

January 1974 

At 11 that evening, a party of 114 
French and 96 Indians crossed the frozen 
Mohawk near Schenectady. This party had 
left Montreal on January 1 7. For 22 days 
they fought their way south 200 miles 
through the wintery Adirondack wilder­
ness. They could not use canoes to trans­
port themselves and their supplies because 
the lakes and rivers were frozen. So they 
had to snowshoe the whole distance. A 
history of the Indian Nations, written in 
the early 1 700's, notes that the French and 
Indians were a cold, tired, and hungry 
party that February 8. And if they had 
encountered locked gates and a hard fight, 
they would have surrendered. 

But the northern gate was open and 
unguarded. The French and Indians snuck 
through the gate. Once inside the stockade 
they dispersed, and on a given signal waged 
simultaneous attacks on all the buildings in 
the settlement. 

( Continued on Page 4) 
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THE GREAT FLOOD OF 1973 

by Bill Davidsen 

After fourteen years of relatively good 
behavior, the Mohawk River rose up on 
December 27 and gave the residents of the 
lower part of the Stockade an unexpected 
and unwanted bit of excitement. The ice 
jam at the New Western Gateway bridge 
broke, and the five foot head of water 
behind it swept into the Stockade. 

On Ingersoll Avenue, Bob Budka gave 
warning of the rising water, running up the 
street like a latter day Paul Revere. Resi­
dents rushed to get their cars out as the 
river (by Police estimates) rose four feet in 
fifteen minutes. Bob later performed rescue 
service with his boat, and had most of the 
people who wished to leave, out before the 
firemen arrived. 

On North Street, Karl Miller contacted 
the city shortly after midnight, and per­
suaded officials to send pumping crews 
down about three A.M. He also contacted 
Niagara Mohawk, who had crews on North 
Street as early as five A.M. 

Damage was fairly light in most homes, 
as the water failed to reach the first floor, 
but many people spent one or two days 
without heat when the river flooded their 
heating systems. A motorcycle was 
dampened in the garage of John Mott at 15 
Ingersoll Avenue, a space heater and air 
compressor at 13 Ingersoll, and Ed Paychek 
at 11 Ingersoll had a wet snowblower as 
well as a wet dog, as they both took a swim 
in his back yard. John Barber of Front 
Street, had a cracked boiler in his rental 
property at the end of North Street. 

Many Stockade residents have noted that 
the river has been narrowed by the filling 
of the Binnekill, (Dutch for inner stream) 
and that there is no history of ice jams at 
the Western Gateway Bridge. We should be 
aware of the situation for the next few 
years, and request official action if 
problems continue at this point. 

THE GREAT FLOOD OF 1973 

Editor's Note: Having paid a personal 
visit to the flooded areas the morning after, 
and having participated in the interesting 
skill of "mucking out" a basement, I call 
the attention of the neighborhood to the 
seriousness of this new problem resulting 
from possible oversights by those who 
designed the new bridge. Residents of the 
Stockade of long standing told me that this 
very quick flash flood is most definitely 
caused by the new bridge landfill base, 
which narrowed the river like a milk bottle 
neck, in their terms. Stockaders beware. It 
may already be too late. 
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TIDINGS 

(asof Januwy 1, 1974) 

by Betty Lane 

Ms. Susan Duggan, Ms. Claire Duggan 
and Ms. Anna Duggan all of North Street 
spent the Christmas vacation with the 
chicken pox. 

Ms. Sarah Taggert is the very proud big 
sister of a new baby girl named Anne 
Charlotte. Anne was born on October 8, 
1973, and lives with her family on No. 
Ferry Street. Occasionally, Ms. Sarah 
allows her parents, Marilyn and Will, to 
help out with Anne. 

Mr. and Mrs. John E. Denton of James­
burg, New Jersey were the guests of their 
daughter Betty and son-in-law Jim Lane 
and grandchildren Sean and Erin. The 
Dentons spent 5 days at Christmas time 
with the Lanes. 

It's so good to see Bob Smalls up and 
around again after his recent illness. Take 
care Bob. 

Who were the great Carolers who were 
around the evening before Christmas Eve? 
Whoever you are, we thank you very much 
for your lovely songs and Christmas wishes. 

Sally and Jenifer George were home for 
Christmas. It sure was good to see them 
again. 

Pat Kenneally, of 150 Front Street, 
entertained at a lovely Open House just 
before Christmas. Peggi and David Ulrich, 
formerly of 150 Front Street were there. 

January 14 is the kick-off date for the 
Corporate Responsibility Campaign being 
spearheaded by our Schenectady Area 
Clergy and Laity Concerned, whose office 
is in Dennis and Marilyn Wienk's new home 
at 535 Schenectady Street, on Hamilton 
Hill. To find out more about the B-1 
Bomber Boondoggle and to help with the 
campaign against it, call 374-3561. 

~~lg)~ eaw1f 
QUICK "iEHWCE . 
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MR. JOE CARLO - Tel: 374-1139 

NEW YORK STATE LEGISLATIVE FORUM 

PROGRAM SCHEDULE 

Stockade Association Delegates: 
Mrs. John K. Bishop 

Plus: We have room for (two more delegates) from the Stockade! 

Individual Memberships: 
Mrs. Merrill Brown 

Mrs. Van der Bogart Shanklin 

Tuesday, February 4, 1974 

"THE REPUBLICAN LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM" 

Opening Luncheon - 12:30 P.M. - DeWitt Clinton Hotel 

"AN EVALUATION OF PUBLIC EDUCATION. 

I IN NEW YORK STATE" 
.................. Daniel Klepak 

State Director of Educational Performance Review 

Tuesday, February 12 

"MINORITY PARTY REVIEW 

OF LEGISLATIVE PERFORMANCE" 

..... The Honorable Daniel Haley 

Tuesday. February 19 
"THE COST OF LIVING SPIRAL, AS VIEWED BY 
GOVERNMENT, INDUSTRY, THE CONSUMER" 

................ Ms. Eileen Hoats 
Legislative Director 

Consumer Assembly of Greater New York 

131-142 LIIEITY ST. 

Mr. John Kelso 
Associated Industries 

SCHENECTADY, NEW YOIIC 12305 

PHONE: (511) 314-1605 
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Editor's Note: The SPY is grateful for 
this good reportage from the Ingersoll end 
of the Stockade, but wishes others had 
more to contribute to the SPY. There are 
con\tantly matters of concern to us all 
which should be submitted to attention of 
the neighborhood through the SPY. There 
are also concerns and interests of some 
individuals which would give so many of us 
great pleasure if they were shared. There 
are no requirements regarding qualifica­
tions of writers of articles for the SPY, 
except that the writer have interest in our 
Stockade; preference is given to those who 
live here, and Friends of the Stockade. 
Articles should be submitted at the begin­
ning of each month, on or about the first 
of the month, if possible, and they should 
be typewritten, except under extenuating 
circumstances and except for children's 
articles. SUBMIT ARTICLES TO S. S. 
BISHOP, EDITOR, 22 WASHINGTON 
AVENUE, SCHENECTADY, N.Y. 12305. 
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Stockade Association Meeting 

Monday, January 28, 1974 

at the 

Historical Society 

8:00 p.m. sharp! 

THE WOODEN SPOON 

CHICKEN DIVAN 

by Barrie Cohen 

3 lbs. chicken breasts 
2 cups water 
3 tbs. salt 
celery leaves 
1 med. onion, quartered 

Simmer chicken in water with salt, celery, 
onion until tender. Save the stock - bone 
the chicken. 

To make white sauce: 

1/4 cup melted butter 
1 /4 cup flour 
1 /2 tsp. salt 
1/4 tsp. pepper 
1 cup chicken stock 
1 cup milk 

Blend flour and seasonings into butter. 
Gradually add liquid - stir until thick. 

Cook and drain 1 package of chopped 
broccoli and 1 package broccoli spears. 

Casserole 

1 cup parmesan cheese 
white sauce 
chicken 
broccoli 

Place broccoli in bottom of oblong baking 
dish. Sprinkle with 1/3 of the cheese. Lay 
the chicken over the broccoli using 1/3 
cheese over it. Pour the sauce over the top 
and use remaining cheese on top. 

1 ld b t 350 0 
Bake unti go en rown on op. 
about 45 minutes. 

LATHROP 
Mo..::: Ave. DRUG 
346-7748 

OF SCOTIA ... 

149 
Vley Id. 

346-5302 

. thanks the people of the 
Stockade for their patronage 
during 1973 and extends sin-

cere wishes for a happy and 
prosperous New Year. 

Please bring +his ad to one of 
our stores and rece~ve 

FREE a 

BECTON-DICKINSON 
THERMOMETER 
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THE RIDE OF 
SYMON SCHERMERHOORN! 

Symon Schermerhoorn mounted his 
horse and fought his way through the 
attackers and out the north gate. Wounded 
in the leg, Schermerhoorn rode along the 
river road to warn settlers in Canastageoine 
(near present-day Niskayuna) and other 
settlements along the Mohawk and Hudson 
Rivers. He arrived at Fort Orange (now 
Albany) about 5 the next morning. His 
horse was dead and he was himself ex­
hausted and more dead that alive. But the 
settlers and Fort Orange had been alerted. 

In the Schenectady massacre, the French 
and Indians killed 60 settlers. The next 
day, February 9, they took 27 hostages and 
returned north to Montreal. 

If the weather hadn't been so ferocious, 
and if Symon Schermerhoorn hadn't es­
caped, the French and Indians might have 
moved against Fort Orange. A successful 
battle there would have firmly entrenched 
the French and Indians in this area. Their 
strategy called for obtaining reinforce­
ments, and moving down the Hudson River 
to New York. This military campaign, if 
successful, would have drastically changed 
the balance of power in the colonies 
between the French and the British .... 

So on the evening of February 8, pause 
to reflect for a moment on what happened 
here 284 years ago. An isolated settlement, 
a small band of desperate men, one man's 
brave 6-hour ordeal, cold and snowy 
weather, political controversy and dissent, 
Saturday night festivities .... So much has 
changed since then, and yet so little. 

by John Keith Bishop 

it's time we got together 
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