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PHOTO CONTEST PLANNED 

PRESERVATION NEWS will 
sponsor a photo contest for action 
pictures involving historic preserva­
tion. The grand-prize winner and 
runners up will be published in a 
special Bicentennial issue of PRESER­
VATION NEWS in July 1976. Other 
photos may be published as space 
permits. . 

Prizes will be in the form of gift 
certificates from the National Trust 
Preservation Bookshop. 

The deadline for entries is March 1, 
1976. The contest is limited to previ­
ously unpublished photographs taken 
since January 1, 1975, by amateur 
photographers. Entries must be black 
and white prints (no slides), prefer­
ably 8 by 10 inches. Persons appearing 
in photographs must be identified and 
their permission to publish the photo­
graph must be secured by the photog­
rapher. Entries should include per­
tinent data about the camera and type 
of film used as well as information 
about the subject and the date. -

Judging, which will be conducted 
by the staff of the newspaper and 
professional photographers, will be 
based on quality and content. The 
subject matter should include action 
and be related to the general field of 
historic preservation. 

Requests for entry forms should be 
sent to PRESERVATION NEWS 
Photo Contest, National Trust, 
740-748 Jackson Place, N.W., Wash­
ington, D.C. 20006. 

All photographs received become 
the property of the National Trust for 
its use and cannot be returned. 
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CHASE STEERS 

Tavern 

31 College St. 

Originally EST. 7 805 

The Stockade's only 
operating Old Tavern 

open: 11:30 ti! 1 a.m 
Tuesday - Friday 
4 p.m. ti! 1 a.m 

Saturday 
8 p.m. ti! 1 a.m 

Sunday 
Homemade Soup and Sandwiches 

11:30 - 2 p.m. 
Tuesday - Friday 

Closed all day Monday 

Vol. XVI, Number 5 

3. Family and Women's Advocacy 
Service needs volunteers in many 
areas of program planning, 
advocacy and fund raising. 

4. Sunnyview Rehabilitation Hos­
pital needs volunteers for clerical 
and other positions. 

Volunteers are needed for these 
programs and others immediately. 

Volunteering is one way you can 
effect change in your community and 
help others to meet their needs. 

Contact Mrs. Nancy Dunne, Direc­
tor, Voluntary Action Department of 
Schenectady County Inc., 161 Jay 
Street, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. daily for 
further information. (372-3395) 

HEAR YE! 

The Historical Society has on sale 
two books which may be of interest 
to historically-minded Stockaders. 
They are Cohom Caravan and Tales of 

L--------------- Old Schenectady. 

VOLUNTEER NEEDS TO 

BEGIN NEW YEAR 

The Voluntary Action Department 
has many volunteer opportunities 
available for both men and women. 
Three new opportunities that need to 
be filled are: 

1. Secretarial assistance at the 
Senior Meal Site at the Girls' 
Club one day a week. The job 
would entail mostly typing. 

2. Family Court Saturday Visita­
tion Program, 10 a.m. -12 noon 
every Saturday. This job involves 
supervision of parent-child visita­
tion. Training provided. Men or 
women, students or older people 
can qualify. 

RIVERSIDE SCHOOL NEWS 

TURKEY RAFFLE WINNERS -The 
Turkey Raffle held by the Parent­
Teacher Organization was held on 
Friday, December 19th. As a result, 
the families of Mrs. A. Riggi of Park 
Place and Mrs. 0. Wilson of Broadway 
enjoyed a holiday bird because their 
names were drawn as the winners. The 
Treasury will be richer by about $75 
as a result of the efforts on the part of 
students and families who helped this 
project. 
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200 YEARS AGO ... 

January, 1776: Thomas Paine's 
"Common Sense" published. 

January 26, 1776: Three more com­
panies of Schenectady Militia 
formed. 

February, 1776: Schenectady boards 
appointed officers to command 
additional troops as needed. 

March 1, 1776: Men and artisans sent 
from Schenectady to the lakes to 
engage in shipbuilding, according to 
an agreement between General 
Philip Schuyler and 38 towns­
people. 

March 17, 1776: British evacuated 
Boston. 

May 

May 15, 1776: Written request re­
ceived from General Schuyler for 
Schenectady wagons to transport 
provisions to Lake George. 

June 28, 1776: Americans victorious 
at Charleston, S.C. 

July 2, 1776: British General Howe 
landed on Staten Island, N.Y. 

July 4, 1776: Declaration of Inde­
pendence. 

July 9, 1776: Declaration of Inde­
pendence read to troops in New 
York City. 

July 11, 1776: Billop House Peace 
Conference held on Staten Island. 

August, 1776: John A. Bradt of 
Schenectady commissioned as cap­
tain to raise one company of state 
rangers to apprehend Loyalists. 

August 2, 1776: New York State 
signed the Declaration of Independ­
ence, as represented by Lewis 
Morris, Philip Livingston, Francis 
Lewis and William Floyd. 

August 27-30, 1776: Battle of Long 
Island and Washington's retreat 
from New York City. 

September 15, 1776: British occupa­
tion of New York City. 

September 16, 1776: Battle of Harlem 
Heights, N.Y. 

September 22, 1776: Nathan Hale 
executed. 

September 23, 1776: Schenectady 
Committee of Safety requested per­
mission from General Washington 
to erect barracks for troops to be 
quartered in Schenectady. 

October 11, 1776: Battle of Valcour 
Bay on Lake . Champlain with 
Benedict Arnold in command of 
American forces. 

October 13, 1776: Arnold's fleet de­
stroyed in the Battle of Split Rock, 
Lake Champlain. 

October 18, 1776: Battle of Pell's 
Point, New York City. 

October 28: 1776: Battle of White 
Plains, N.Y. 

November 6, 1 776: Construction 
began of a building at the comer of 
Union and Lafayette Streets, Sche­
nectady, to accommodate 600 
troops and also serve as an in­
firmary. 

November 16, 1776: Hessian troops 
captured Fort Washington, N.Y. 

November 18, 1776: British and 
Hessian troops captured Fort Lee, 
N.J. 

December 25-26, 1776: General Wash­
ington and troops crossed the Dela­
ware and defeated the British and 
Hessians at the Battle of Trenton. 

O.A.R. 

"Organization for Action 
for the Riverfront" 

. '!he Riverfront Steering Committee 
mv1ted Commissioner LeRoy Little of 
the County Planning Department and 
Representative Richard Lewis of the 
County Board of Representatives to 
the November meeting to introduce 
Mr. Little, to explain the goals of 
OAR, and to apprise him of the many 
activities in progress. 

Being mailed this week are resumes 
of OAR's studies and work to date 
an~ a request for businessmen, organi­
zations, and individuals, advisors, and 
those who have attended hearings or 
worked on previous bike-hike efforts 
to join the support of OAR. ' 

Any group or individual interested 
in the concept of a riverfront linear 
park and bike path from the Mont­
gomery County line to the Albany 
line is welcome to call or write ECOS 
(370-4125) and information will be 
mailed to them. 

Task Force studies on boat launch­
ing sites, walking trail possibilities are 
in progress and reports due soon. New 
bicycle trails are being considered 
while the committee keeps track of 
the existing efforts to complete some 
portions due for completion next 
year. 

SIGNS OF AGE 
IN THE STOCKADE 

Those who live in the "Stockade" 
may often wonder_how_Qld some of _ 
the buildings they see around them 
are. It might be helpful to bound what 
constitutes the stockaded area of 
Colonial times. Edwin G. Conde, city 
historian twenty years ago, noted the 
expansion of the original fortified area 
from the State Street, Washington 
Avenue, Front and Ferry Streets 
quadrangle to the inclusion of most of 
the property between the banks of the 
Binnekill on the West to a Wall Street­
College Street-North Street line on 
the East, and from the houses on the 
river side of Front Street on the North 
to include the buildings on the South 
side of State Street. 

It is within this area that one is 
likely to find the remains of the oldest 
structures. A brief description of the 
physical characteristics and details of 
construction would help some of the 
fortunate few who live in altered, but 
largely old houses, in being able to 
learn to recognize those parts which 
are old. 

Most obvious to the beginner would, 
of course, be architectural style. From 
some of the few marked historic 
houses we can recognize that the early 
steep Dutch style, gable-end to the 
street are among the oldest. At least 
one truly venerable house, no doubt 
the oldest in the Stockade area, has 
had a front added which has changed 
the ridge line of the roof to one which 
runs parallel to the street. The steep 
gable is only visible from the rear, 
now appearing as an ell to the front or 
major building, which dates from 
about 1800. 



Another style of respectable age is 
the double-pitched or gambrel roof. 
While several of these survive from the 
eighteenth century there are as many 
which have had the roof raised to 
make the former attic space a full 
height floor. Only on the side walls or 
in the attic is the change obvious. 
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The earlier houses had smaller 
panes of glass in their windows, fre­
quently twelve over twelve or eight 
over twelve panes of glass to each 
window. Few of these earlier windows 
are still with us. In some cases they 
have been replaced by larger and 
therefore fewer panes. In other cases 
even the window frame opening itself 

,, has been widened to permit use of 
counterbalancing sash weight and at 
the same time increasing the height of 
the window. In this step the first 
development seems to have been a 
graduation to six over six panes and 
later to two over two panes. 

Because of the danger of fire, the 
fronts of many old buildings were 
made of brick, even if the rest of the 
house was not made of that material. 

There are several developments in 
the field of masonry construction that 
are readily datable. Let us examine 
these. Bricks were made in a large 
variety of sizes until 1 704, when an 
attempt to standardize them led to 
the setting of a standard size of 
manufactured brick to 9 ip. x 2½ in. x 
4½in. for the province of New York. 
This was the size generally used until 
about 1790, when the present size 8 
in. x 2 in. x 4 in. came into use. (It 
should be noted here that while the 
standard was set by law, that law was 
frequently breached.) 

Customs in bricklaying changed 
with the tastes and styles of the time. 
The Flemish method of bonding 
bricks within a wall - the alternation 
of the long and short sides of bricks in 
each course - was used in many early 
buildings but none survived in the 
writer's knowledge. Those few 
colonial houses with Flemish bonded 
front seem to have had new fronts 
which were lat.er improvements. 

Flemish Bonding 
<1s 1t + & 19-tk Cen+ury) 

Another early method of laying 
bricks is referred to as English bond­
ing ... each course of bricks is made 
up exclusively of headers or stretchers 
(as these arrangements are called), 
with each course of stretchers alter­
nating with a course of headers. All 
existing houses of this description 
seem to have been built before 1790. 
Between 1 790 and about 1820 the 
number of rows of stretchers in­
-creased to three between every two of 
headers called common bond. After 
1820 to about the Civil War period 
the number of rows of stretchers 
increased to five; later still, the 
number goes to six, seven, eight and 
nine and even ten. There are no 
buildings made of bricks imported 
from Holland despite legends to the 
contrary. 

Common Bonding 
1'1<:)0 - 18'.l.0 

Englis~ Bonding 
b11i°o~12 nqo 
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Some of our earlier buildings have 
interesting decorative arrangements 
over the windows. The flattened arch, 
made of specially shaped bricks placed 
on end formed a lintel like arrange­
ment which widened at the top, so 
that the whole resembled a wedge. 
The older forms were often one and 
one-half bricks high, later only one 
brick high. Sometime later many of 
these flattened arches were covered 
with a decorative pediment frequently 
only an obtuse inverted triangle made 
of wooden mouldings. About a hun­
dred years ago these were replaced on 
some old buildings with cast iron 
(decorative) lintels, the most orna­
mental showing two cornucopias. 

Only by knowing whether there is a 
decorative flattened arch behind such 
an ornamental lintel can it be deter­
mined whether this was an embellish­
ment designed to modernize an old 
building or then current construction 
of a new building. 
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mory e. johonsson, pre;ident 

12 MYNDERSE STREET 

HOURS: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday thru Friday 

We Also Sell 
Wedding Invitations Phone: 374-5724 
and Business Cards OR -+ 374-9626 

Get together with the1110M9 pl..-.oeu 
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_,,.c TRUST(~. 

TEL 393-4131 

Al your serv1ct with 13 conven.ent loc1t1ons 1n lht city of Schenect,dy, ,nd 
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TIDINGS 

Dr. and Mrs. Erich L. Feibes cele­
brated their golden wedding anniver­
sary at a reception for their friends. 
They were married in Aachen, 
Germany, and came to Schenectady in 
1940. Dr. Feibes practiced medicine 
here for 30 years, retiring in 1970. 
That year also marked his golden 
anniversary in medical practice, since 
he had practiced for 20 years in 
Germany. His wife is the former 
Gertrud Herz. They have two sons, 
Walter, who teaches mathematics at 
the University of Kentucky in Bowl­
ing Green, and Werner, a partner in 
the architectural firm of Feibes and 
Schmitt. Walter Feibes and his wife, 
the former Marie Molloy of Schenec­
tady, have a son and two daughters. 

Lower Union Street residents wel­
come Mr. and Mrs. Edward Reuter 
and their son David. The Reuters are 
restoring as well as repairing 9 Union 
Street. They also own a home in 
Dublin, Ireland that they restored. We 
hear that they have slides of that 
project. 

Also new to lower Union Street and 
most welcome are Mr. and Mrs. 
Jonathon Orr. Mrs. Orr works at the 
YWCA as a housing consultant. 

Mrs. John H. Clough of Front 
Street and her daughter, Miss Barbara 
Edwards of Philadelphia have been 
guests of Mr. and Mrs. Philip Alspach 
in Detroit, Michigan. 

Assistant Professor at Schenectady 
County Community College, Richard 
Leveroni, has purchased 113 North 
Ferry and is in the process of restoring 
it to a basically one family home. We 
are happy to welcome Mr.""Leveroni as 
well as James McNerney of St. 
Anthony's School and Walter Hall of 
the Community College who will also 
be living at 113. 

Many thanks to the inspired Wine 
and Cheese party committee, Mitch 
Baer, John Barber, Pete Lynch and 
Jerry Mazza for a very successful 
party in the Great Hall at St. George's 
Church on December 5th. 

Mrs. Giles Y. van der Bogert spent 
the holidays with Frans and Virginia 
van der Bogert, their daughter 
Carolyn, and new baby son Giles 
Edward. 

Richard Marriott is instructing a 
class in hatha-yoga at the Boy's Club. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Wasson ar 
nounced the engagement of thei 
daughter to Stanley Mlodzianowsk 

Jack Rocissono graduated fror 
Europa School of Cosmetology ani 
will be working for Mr. Nicholas. 

Larry Rocissono has re-enlisted ii 
the U.S. Navy. 

Theodore Colangelo, son of Mr. anc 
Mrs. Nicholas Colangelo, has beer 
tranferred to the northeast by hii 
company. Ted and his wife jus1 
finished building a new house out in 
St. , Paul, Minnesota. Hope they can 
find a spot nearby that they can like 
just as well. 

The Lane family entertained Betty 
Lane's parents, Mr. and Mrs. Denton 
over the holidays. ' 

Ms. Carolyn Kent went to the 
warmth of Dallas, Texas for the 
Christmas season. 

Mr. Ernie Cohen is back from his 
two month trip to California. He 
visited his daughter in San Diego. 

Mr. Roy Little has moved in to the 
carriage house at 5 Ferry Street. Wel­
come to the Stockade! 

Mrs. G. Bryan Shanklin of Union 
Street entertained Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Cook and family over the 
holidays. 

Suzie Shanklin was home from 
Niagara University for the holidays. 

Local football celebrity Elliott 
Shanklin met with a casualty (a 
broken leg) at the annual Thanksgiving 
Day Turkey Bowl football game held 
at Riverside Park. 

Please send us your Tidings: 

Mrs. van der l3ogert ....... 372-0280 

Mrs. W. Davidsen ......... 372-1923 

104 108 STATE ST. at 
r~on• 346·') 
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