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Erie Blvd. Slated

for Improvements

Things are happening on Erie Blvd. Througha
combination of efforts by the City of Sche-
nectady, the NY State Dept. of Transportation,
and the private sector, Erie Blvd. will undergo
during the next two years a variety of improve-
ments that should not only increase its use as a
major traffic arterial but will also heighten its
importance as a commercial and business
district.

One of the improvements is already under-
way. Construction of the extension of Erie Blvd.,
which will extend through the former American
Locomotive site and then along the right-of-way
of Maxon Road to Freeman’s Bridge, began last
Fall. Under the auspices of the NY State Dept. of
Transportation, and slated for completion in
1986, the $1 million plus four lane highway
(inciuding bicycle lanes) wili-provide-a straight
path to the bridge, eliminating the need for
Maxon Road as a through street. Upon project
completion, the lower portion of Maxon Road
will terminate at the railroad overpass near Peek
Street.

The new highway, coupled with the new four
lane Freeman’s Bridge, will greatly facilitate
travel between downtown Schenectady and
points north. As a result, traffic on Erie
Boulevard is expected to increase from its
current level of 19,000 vehicles per day to over
20,000 per day by 1996. This will place an extra
burden on a road that is already heavily taxed
during the morning and afternoon peak travel
hours, when as many as 2,000 vehicles traverse
Erie Boulevard in just one hour.

To help accommodate the additional traffic,
as well as reduce the high accident rates at
certain intersections of Erie Boulevard, the New
York State Department of Transportation will
be undertaking in 1986 a $500,000 improvement
project intended to make travel on Erie Boule-
vard both safer and more convenient. Because
the project is still under design, the exact nature
of the improvements are not yet known, but they
are expected to include: new traffic signals (with
pedestrian controls) at each signalized inter-
section of Erie; a center turning lane at the Union
and Liberty Street intersections that will permit
signalized left hand turns; resurfacing of
pavement and resetting of curbs from Nott
Street to State Street; and various intersection
improvements at Green, Liberty, and State
streets, including the removal of the hazardous
mid-street traffic pole at the Liberty intersection,
and the reconfiguration of the Southwest corner
of the Green Street intersection (near Con-
venient Market).

Published by The Stockade Association

The proposed improvements could help
relieve a traffic problem that has caused
considerable concern for Stockade residents;
that is, the tendency of motorists to use Stockade
streets as a through route. If the improvements
facilitate traffic flow on Erie Boulevard to a
substantial degree, motorists may be less
inclined to use the Stockade as a “shortcut” to
their destination.

The planned improvements may change the
character of Erie Blvd., but it won’t be the first
time. As most of you know, prior to the 1920’s
Erie was not a road at all but rather a waterway.
In its early use as a road, a picturesque median,
lined with trees and street lamps, divided lower
Erie Boulevard. Motorists would park in the
center of the street on either side of the median.

The construction of Interstate 890 in the
1960’s brought further change to Erie Blvd., by
eliminating its direct access to GE and making it
a major connection to the regional interstate
system.

Next issue: New Business on Erie Blvd.

Glenn Gibbs, Associate Planner
Dept. of Planning and
Economic Development

“Fiction by Elizabeth V.

Gemmette”
FREEDOM

February snow is on the ground and ice makes
heaves out on the roads. See how the sun shines
through my window though casting long shad-
ows across my room. It’s nice to have a southern
window.

You’re looking at my library, as I call it:
Literature, Psychology and Philosophy. I have a
degree. It doesn’t count for much. I only
scratched the surface then. These books are my
real education. Look how I have arranged the
bindings: blues, reds, greens. I used to have them
sorted chronologically, then I had them ar-
ranged by subject, and now they’re separated
into colors. 282 volumes in all.

VOLUME XXIV, Number 5

No, those marks on the wall are not a record of
the volumes. Arranged in squares of ten across
and ten down; each block represents 100 days of
my life: 11 blocks and 27 left over. 26 of those are
marked off. Only to-day remains. To-day I will
be liberated from this room. The marks with red
circles around them are the days on which my
wife came to visit. See the mark with the black
circle around it, that was the day I began to like
this room. Before that I longed to hear the key
turn in the lock and have the jailor say: “You’re
free.” But after that 1021st day I didn’t mind my
time here at all, welcomed it in fact. The day of
the black square; the day that my wife ceased her
visits!

My wife was there the day they sentenced me
to this room. “Guilty as charged,” the gentlemen
of the jury found me. “I sentence you to 25
years,” the judge had said. And then they
changed the law. They changed the law on the
1021st day. And now to-day is my last day in this
room. “Guilty,” they said. I was guilty. I killed a
man. How would you feel if . . . Never mind, it
doesn’t matter now. I had a reason that was
sound to me; for that I served my time.

How do you like my clothes? My own clothes
at last. They came early this morning and passed
the bundle through the bars. My jeans have
room to spare and my shirt smells of 3-year old
perspiration, but they are my own clothes. My
own shoes . . . my own watch. See, it still works.
Five minutes to twelve. Pretty soon they will be
coming to open the door, and I will walk on these
prison grounds for the last time. I wonder, could
I exchange this watch for that book you are
holding? It’s not a book I ever owned, nor ever
was much interested in, until now.

There goes the prison clock chiming twelve.
Perhaps you’ll see that my books are parcelled
up and delivered to my mother’s address? Could
I ask you one more favor? After I am gone,
would you cross off that last day upon the wall.
Listen, I hear the keys in the outer hall; they are
coming now with my freedom. God, I wish that I
could stay in this room forever with the sun
shining through the bars and casting long
shadows . . . They say that at the end you void
yourself. I dread that most of all. For three days
I’ve fasted. And they also say . .. they say that if
the rope doesn’t break your neck, you just hang
there for several minutes gasping for breath.

They’re here. It’s over. Perhaps you’ll walk
this last long mile with me and say a prayer for
sinners in the eyes of God.
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Riverside School
School or Condominiums,
or Worse

Your Stockade Association is continuing its
ardent efforts to ensure that the Riverside
School building will once again serve our
community as a School, rather than be con-
verted into condominiums or something worse.
We have retained legal consel and plan at a
minimum to file a legal brief presenting our
position in the proceeding before the NYS
Commissioner of Education which Brown
School commenced to challenge the validity of
the contract of sale between the City Board of
Education and Blake Realty, Inc. (See Stockade
Spy article, Dec, ’84, P.3).

YOU CAN HELP! Because there is no way to
predict whether Brown School will be the
ultimate purchaser of our beloved neighborhood
School, your expression of opinion in the form
of letters to the following individuals, boards
and organizations is EXTREMELY IMPOR —
TANT! Your expression may sway the opinions
and influence the determination of those
decision-makers. Please take a moment now to
write one or more letters so we can all continue
to enjoy the vitality a School brings to our
neighborhood.

THE SCHENECTADY GAZETTE
Editor

Schenectady Gazette

332 State Street

Schenectady, New York 12305

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Mrs. Judy Warde, President
Board of Education

108 Brandywine Avenue
Schenectady, New York 12307

THE MAYOR

The Honorable Karen Johnson
Mayor, City of Schenectady
City Hall

Schenectady, New York 12301

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
Mr. James Madigan, Jr., Chairman
1401 McClellan Street
Schenectady, New York 12307

or
City Hall
Schenectady, New York 12301

CITY COUNCIL

City Council

City Hall

Schenectady, New York 12301

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
Dr. Frank C. Mayer

Superintendent of Schools

108 Brandywine Avenue

Schenectady, New York 12307

WASTE NOT, WANT NOT

Simon wiffled his nostrils as he came through
the kitchen door.

“Oh. No, Mother,” he said. “Not rabbit
again.”

“Not rabbit again, Mother,” Hector echoed as
he followed his brother to the stove.

“Now don’t start that, ” Mother said as she
continued setting the small kitchen table with
Melaware dishes. “You know your father insists

that we eat them.”

“Don’t listen to him, Mother,” Simon said.
“Just buy meat and throw the rabbits away.”

Mother put the dishes down heavily on the
table. “Don’t listen to your father? Simon what
has got into you?”

“Myxomatosis,” Simon said. “I read about
Myxomatosis. No-one eats rabbit anymore.”

Hector began to cry. “Peter Rabbit never got
eaten, did he, Simon?”

“No, little brother. No-one ate Peter Rabbit;
no-one ate Peter Cottontail, no-one ate Brier
Rabbit. Only in this house do we eat rabbit.”

Mother continued setting the table. “We don’t
have a lot of money, boys. You know that. We
eat what your Father brings home.”

The old Chevrolet was heard pulling into the
driveway.

“Daddy. Daddy’s home,” said Hector.

“So what,” said Simon. “He’s probably got
another rabbit.”

“Stop it, Simon,” Mother said. “Both of you
go wash your hands so we can sit down for
dinner.” She smiled at the man coming through
the door. “Hello, Jubal,” she said. “How did it go
today?“

The man began taking off his coat. “O.K.” he
said. “Although the children are starting to
annoy me. I must be tired.”

Mother turned to him. “Jubal,” she said. “Our
children don’t want to eat the rabbit.

“They never do,” he sighed. “They’ll eat it
though. They’ll be all right.”

When they were all seated at the table, Father
said: “Your turn to say grace, Hector.”

“Does he have to?” asked Simon.
“Be quiet, Simon,” said Mother.

Hector bowed his head. “Dear God,” he
began. “Bless this food which we are about to
receive and . . .” He began to sniffle.

“Go ahead,” Father insisted.
“You can’t bless rabbit food,” said Simon.

“Leave the table, Simon,” Father ordered. He
nodded to Hector. “Continue.”

Hector glanced quickly at his mother and then
at his father before finishing his prayer. “God,”
he said,“please let Daddy’s new rabbit always
stay very little. Don’t ever let him grow too big
for Daddy’s magic hat. Amen.”

VALENTINE’S DAY
Fresh Flower Boquet

$6.95 ~
The Colonial Petal

131 Canal Square

downtown Schenectady

377-6648

Manufacturers Hanover N.A.

Schenectady Office
306 State Street

Call or Come In Today
For

Good Rates on
Personal Loans & CD’s

Free Checking for Direct Deposit
783-2025

XEROX COPIES

Low Low Prices

OFFSET PRINTING

Small or Large Orders
124 Jay St

I}

393-0301

(518) 372-4788

ENGLEBARDT’S LIQUOR MART

511 UNION STREET
SCHENECTADY, NY. 12305

PATRICIA A BOKAN
WINE ENTHUSIAST

JOIN — GIVE A MEMBERSHIP

Friends of the Stockade
RECEIVE THE SPY BY MAIL
ANYWHERE IN THE USA
$4.00 Per Year

Mrs. J. W. Joyce, Pres.
825 Central Parkway
Schenectady, NY 12309

k Verzonw a W
‘Lynch. i

5 South Church St., Sch’dy 393-3609




During World War II, John Ronayne taught his
infantry company how to recognize friendly vs.
enemy tanks and planes, a chore which resulted
in a hobby which has endured over 40 years. He
has built and painted a large, multi-national
collection of WWII tank and plane models,
using kits from the U.S.A., U.K., France, Japan
and Italy. Above, he works on a German anti-
aircraft tank. At his left elbow, an American

Z  JAY s

“Jewelers 1o the Stockade
for 62 years”
Diamonds - Watches - China - Silver - Gifts
374-8219
315 State St. Schenectady

Stockade Note Paper
available at. . .
The Schenectady County Historical Society
the difference is. . .
The Schenectady Museum

Friends of the Stockade

UPPER UNION TRAVEL, INC.

1708 UNION STREET
(Opposite Ben & Jerry's Ice Cream)

e Domestic & International Travel
e Ticket Delivery

EILEEN JULIAN
JESSICA W. SPACIL

346-7474
Hours: Mon. - Fri. - 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM or by Appointment

tank destroyer awaits its turn.

Staff Profile
John Ronayne

Editors are simple creatures. They are easily
amused and take enormous pleasure in quite
ordinary events; meeting deadlines, type-written
articles, good writing and the like. All these types
of things can put a smile on an editor’s lips. Staff
writer John Ronayne must know this, for he has
kept me smiling for the past two years now with
well written articles and top notch advice for
making the Spy a more interesting and readable
newspaper.

I met John two years ago whenI took over the
editorship of the Spy and he graciously offered
to continue his fine series on the many business
establishments in the Stockade. Recently he has
taken on a number of other assignments for the
Spy, including profiles of local restaurants.
John’s articles for the Spy are always so
successful because he takes a fresh approach to
the standard “human interest story”, finding the
right angle, with a special feeling for why our
neighborhood is so special.

John was born in New York City and gradu-
ated from Fordham University in 1935 with a
B.S. in Business Administration. He later
pursued studies in Creative Advertising at New
York University. After four years with a New
York advertising agency John joined the staff of
Edison Electric Institute (EEI), the electric
utilities’ national trade association, then in New
York. Following several years’ public relations
activity at EEI, in 1949 he was offered the post of
Manager-Better Light Better Sight Bureau, a
cooperative promotional organization financed
by EEI and lamp manufacturers.

In 1953, he was invited to join General
Electric, one of the Bureau’s sponsors, as
Supervisor-Industry programs at the Lamp
Division, Cleveland. He worked with utilities on
lighting development in major markets. In 1955,
GE initiated its Live Better Electrically Pro-
gram, intended to stimulate nationwide resi-
dential growth. John joined the program as
Supervisor-Consumer Programs, with responsi-
bility for extensive national advertising and
promotional campaigns used by the utilities.

GE turned the program over to EEI in 1959
and John joined GE’s Schenectady Advertising
and Sales Promotional Operation, holding
several positions, including a senior creative post
working with various product divisions involved
with utilities. His duties included editorial
responsibility for internal and external news-
letters and magazines, and preparation of a
Writer’s Manual for GE writers.

John elected for early retirement in 1976. His
current activities include book reviews for a
Washington military magazine and a long-time
side line: resume preparation, for which his fame
now appears to be international. His most recent
client was a GE man stationed to Saudi Arabia!

A fifteen year resident of the Stockade, John
lives on Front Street with his wife Marjorie.
Their daughter is also in the media, working ata
CBS affiliated Television station in Charleston,
South Carolina. All of this excellent writing
experience and long time association with the
neighborhood makes John Ronayne an indis-
pensable member of the Stockade Spy staff.

By Georgia Tucker, Editor

Bookse BiffseBreefing CardsaPosfers

TIME CENTER
JEWELERS

428 State St Three Doors From Proctors
Downtown Schenectady. (518) 374-0183

OPEN EVENINGS MON. - FRI
We're old enough to know better.

vy

NORSTAR
BANK Mohawk National

UPSTATE NY Bank

(518) 382 8983 m

JIM’S BLVD. AUTO

SALES & SERVICE

JIM MARKL F 1305 ERIE BLVYD
Owner SCHENECTADY NEW YORK 12305

Schenectady Safe & Lock Co.

Stanley Wolfe Proprietor
1033 Erie Blvd.

(next to Convenient Foods/Corner Green St.)

Tel. 346-3407
SAFES ¢ LOCKS ¢ KEYS

Safe and lock experts for two generations




the difference is. . .

the difference is exciting gifts
the difference is distinctive stationery and cards
the difference is your kind of clothes

the difference is
corner of liberty & s. ferry sts. 382-7600

visa master card

abel’s

FOR HAIR

137 south ferry st schenectady n y 12305 518-372-1949

Bxbow Inn

10 State Street

An English Pub setting,
with food tastily prepared and
reasonably priced.

For Reservations call 382-8844

1597 UNION STREET
370-3170

Phone Bus. 393-2109 Res. 399-6410

Charles W. Merriam & Son, Inc.

Always Ready To Serve Your Insuring Needs
Since 1905
Charles W. Merriam, Jr.
202 State Street Schenectady, NY

 THE cAPITAL REGION'S
mmmwu i

Schenectady Trust
Trustinus. Merbe: Fi

:cesmAibany Catskill, Clifton Park, Colonie, :
Glenville, Guilderland, Latham, lekayuna Rotterdam, Schenectady.

We're
here
to
help!

LAWRENCE INSURANCE GROUP - INSURANCE & UNDERWRITING
518/370-1720

ARTHUR'S \

MARKET
FREE DELIVERY

372-4141 - 372-3304
New Hours
9AM -8 PM
Sat. til 6 PM

AT THE
INDIAN

Arthur’s New Venture . . .

Popular ‘Port of Call’
For Residents, Visitors

This article continues the Spy’s series on
local businesses in our residential community.

It might be a builder, an electrician, or a city
maintenance employee working in the Stockade;
a student of the Union or Community College
variety; an employee of a business in the
Stockade, who wants a lunch not brought to
work in a brown bag, but who has no time to
waste; a housewife with a full-time job who
wants to give her family hot ‘home cooking’ but,
after a day’s work, with minimum time and
energy needed.

It might be any or all of the above — plus, of
course, the typical Stockade resident who’s been
here before and likes the food and service —
whom you’ll find next to you at the takeout
counter at Arthur’s Market. This is a compara-
tively new venture of the Stockade’s favorite
source of staples and gourmet foods, which
quickly became a popular port of call for
residents and visitors.

The counter is the personal pride and joy of
Arthur and of Joe Fazzone, who replaced the
retired Sol Goodman and who just celebrated his
third Christmas as the meat buyer, maitre’d and
chef, at the prepared foods and cold cuts
counter, at the far left as you enter the store.
Arthur has always had the deli counter with
meats, bacon, frankfurters, etc., — the differ-
ence now is what’s on top of and who is behind
the counter.

Fazzone is a self-taught chef, with on-the-job
experience in large restaurants and night clubs.
His Navy service did not include a cooking
berth.

To meet the demand for food prepared and
cooked daily, Joe Fazzone comes on board at
Arthur’s at 6 A.M. , spends his morning on the
foods, and leaves at 12:30 P.M. for a full-time
job as a machinist at GE’s Gas Turbine Division.

Perhaps fortunately, he lives in Rotterdar
that commutation is minimal. Arthur and
take over for afternoon and evening sales ¢
foods which Joe leaves ready to go.

Of the many items listed on the dis
boards, Joe prepares all but a few —
sausage, broccoli bread, etc. He buys al
meats and cooks sausages and peppers, vea
peppers, meat balls with sauce as des
chicken breasts with his own batter, It
breakfast sausage, roast beef, fish and mor
is responsible for an impressive list of mea
cheese sandwiches, with hot coffee. He’ll di
and make up party trays to suit the occa
with a varied list of hot and cold hors d’oeu
which will be delivered at the designated t

The average order is of course for an
vidual or family. But Arthur and Joe recall |
asked to cater a luncheon for some 50-60 p
attending a seminar at Union College. The
was delivered punctually, to help the sen
sponsors meet the demand of an already
full-day program.

As evidence of the skill and energy devot
this part of the business: in less than three y
the takeout portion of Arthur’s total volum
grown to some 20% of the gross — an impre
record in any business. It’s also a tribu
Arthur’s executive brilliance in awarding
Fazzone carte blanche with the opera
Asked about possible expansion plans, A
says: “Not yet.”

And he sums up this part of his business:
sell service — the personal touch — being al
know most of the people we do business
and to anticipate many of their needs. Here
another service we could offer to meet sp
needs of many segments of the people who
our market, both residents and visitors, ar
were glad to add Joe’s fine service to those
offered for years.”

John H. Ronay

REMINDER FOR
WASTE COLLECTION SERVICE

CITY HOLIDAYS - 1984 & 1985

JANUARY 1, 1985
FEBRUARY 18

MAY 27

JULY 4
SEPTEMBER 2
OCTOBER 14
NOVEMBER 5
NOVEMBER 11
NOVEMBER 28, 29
DECEMBER 25, 1985

NEW YEAR’S DAY
WASHINGTON'’S BIRTHDAY
MEMORIAL DAY (Observed)
INDEPENDENCE DAY
LABOR DAY

COLUMBUS DAY
ELECTION DAY
VETERAN’S DAY
THANKSGIVING
CHRISTMAS DAY

WASTE COLLECTION RULES
e ADVANCE-ONE DAY FOR ALL HOLIDAYS LISTED
EXCEPT FOR THANKSGIVING ADVANCE TWO

DAYS.

e WASTE COLLECTION PICK-UP STARTS AT SEVEN

AM.

e DO NOT PUT WASTE ON CURB BEFORE SEVEN P.M.
ON THE NIGHT BEFORE COLLECTION.

e NOTE! [F YOU SHOULD HAVE ANY QUESTIONS,

PLEASE CALL 382-5144.



