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COLONIAL FESTIVAL FUND RAISING FOR LAWRENCE 
FEBRUARY 6-9, 1986 

Our beloved mascot "Lawrence" the Indian is 
standing guard over the junction of Ferry, Front 
and Green Streets on a dangerously deteriorated 
base which seriously threatens his future 
continuity of service. The Stockade Association 
is joining together with the City of Schenectady 
and numerous civic, cultural, business and 
educational groups in the community to begin to 
raise the funds necessary to do a first class 
restoration job of Lawrence and his crumbling 
base. 

Because Lawrence has been with us for as 
long as anyone can remember, we tend not to 

~;;::;;:::;;;;;.,,;,"""".,.-,;"""'""'1~~~;;:_~:;-~~=:s-=-~I~ take notice of the slow deteriora_ti_o_n_th_a_t almost 
100 years has visited upon the cast iron base on 
which he stands. There are numerous cracks and 
missing pieces. Several of the side panels· are 
loose or have shifted, resulting in a precarious 
pedestal for our landmark. In order to restore 
the base properly, the entire monument must be 
disassembled and the base completely rebuilt 
using the old components wherever possible. In 
some cases the cast iron elements are beyond 
repair and new plates will have to be cast. In 
addition to the work on the monument itself, the 
wrought iron fence surrounding the monument 
has been damaged by automobiles and is in need 
of repair or replacement. The cost of restoration 
is roughly estimated at $30,000. 

In 1887 our Stockade Indian was purchased 
by popular subscription and erected in the 
middle of the intersection to mark the north
eastern corner of the former Queen's Fort. Since 
1962 we have known this familiar statue as 
Lawrence the Indian, so named to memorialize 
"Lawrence the Maquase", a Mohawk Indian 
significant to the City's history. "Lawrence," the 
name he took when baptized a Christian, was a 
friend of the Dutch inhabitants of Schenectady 
who had settled this western-most outpost in the 
Mohawk River Valley. He led a party of citizens, 
mainly from Albany, to pusue the French and 
Algonquin Indians who attacked and burned 
Schenectady the night of February 8, 1690, 
Lawrence and his party harrassed them and 
recovered several of the prisoners taken at 
Schenectady. He also encouraged the surviving 
Schenectady settlers to rebuild Schenectady 
after the 1690 massacre and helped reconstruct 
many of the burned buildings. 

Contributions toward the restoration of 
Lawrence are made payable to the "Lawrence 
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President's Message 
If we did not know better, it would not be 

apparent in the least that our Stockade Spy has 
undergone a transition with the change of editors 
marked by this edition. As editor Elizabeth 
Gemmette informed us in her last edition, she 
has retired to pursue other interests which 
include teaching at Albany State armed with her 
recently acquired degree. (Elizabeth took on the 
Spy editorship while still finishing her thesis!) 

Under Liz's leadership the Spy brought us 
interesting human interest interviews' with our 
neighbors, entertaining book reviews, excellent 
prose and poetry by Stockaders, and observant 
photo spreads and reports on Stockade events. 
Liz did not merely maintain the high quality of 
our neighborhood newspaper, but improved its 
variety and kept our interest article by article. 
The Spy is a publishers dream in that it is general
ly read cover-to-cover and word-for-word. We 
are very grateful to Elizabeth Gemmette for her 
yeoman community service as editor and hope 
that she wil1 find time to share an occasional 
contribution to these pages. 

With this edition we welcome our new editor, 
Kathy Pierone! Our business agent, Dawson 
Van Eps, identified Kathy and her interest and 
her willingness to assume the editor-in-chiefs 
position. She has recently moved into 27 North 
Street. When not editing the Spy, Kathy works 
as a child protection specialist with the New 
York State Child Abuse Register. She also 
volunteers as orchestra manager of the Sche
nectady Symphony. Kathy is enthusiastic about 
our neighborhood and contributing to the Spy. 

1986 Architectural 
Heritage Year 

This is going to be a very exciting and special 
year for our community and New York State. 
The Stockade is the oldest historic district in 
New York! Already, we need to be thinking of 
the homes for the "Walkabout" next fall. Six 
distinct architectural styles will be shown. ls 
your home of archeitectural interest? 

Many special events locally are being planned 
in conjunction with the State celebration. Look 
to the Spy to keep you posted. 

-Marie Cordero-Jones 

Architectural Quiz #1 
Do you know how many examples of Dutch 

roofs are located in the Stockade? The total is six 
according to Wayne Harvey. Can you locate 
them? (The answers will appear in nex' months 
Spy). 

Lawrence and Colonial 
Festival 

(Continued from Front Page) 

Restoration Fund" and mailed to P.O. Box 
1661, Schenectady, NY 12305. Information 
about the Colonial Festival, including the 
purchase of Dinner Dance tickets for Saturday, 
Feb. 8 as well as the acquisition of the limited
edition Lithograph of Lawrence, may be ob
tained by contacting Dan Ross at City Hall (382-
5147 days) or John and Cris Harter at 10 Front 
Street (377-6575 evenings). 

The second annual Schenectady Colonial 
Festival will be a community-wide event to be 
celebrated during the first week of February and 
timed to commemorate the anniversary of the 
Schenectady Massacre in February of 1690. 
Besides many scheduled activities summarized 
below, a major thrust of the Festival will be to 
raise funds to restore Lawrence. 

Stockade Art Show winner Joseph Daniels, 
professionally known as I Joseph, was com
missioned to paint a watercolor portrait of 
Lawrence from which a limited-edition litho
graph was created. The painting was unveiled 
immediately after the New Year and the litho
graphs are now available for purchase. The 500 
lithographs will be sold for $75.00 each with net 
proceeds donated toward the restoration of 
Lawrence. 

The Stockade Association will again host a 
dinner dance to be held this year at the Ramada 
Inn on Saturday, February 8th. Tickets for the 
dinner will be available from local merchants or 
from John and Cris Harter at 10 Front Street. 

Stockader Tony Renna of College Street, 
Chairperson, and Mayor Karen Johnson, 
Honorary Chairperson, have coordinated a wide 
variety of events for the Festival. To kick off the 
celebration, as she did last year, Mayor Johnson 
will again ride to Albany on horseback to 
commemorate Simon Schermerhorn's ride for 
help at the time of the Massacre. Middle School 
children will make a Torch Run from uptown 
where Boy Scouts will be waiting to raise flags 
along State Street. The Senior Citizen's Center 
will host a dance and crown the Festival's Snow 
Queen. Wayne Harvey and Susan Staffa will 
visit schools to give talks on our colonial 
heritage, and the Library will be presenting 
several programs for the general public. On 
Friday there win be a freestyle and ballet ski 
exhibition at Central Par! followed by a 
Colonial Party at the Park. Proctor's Theater 
will be showing the film "Hans Brinker and the 
Silver Skates" on Saturday. 

Participating merchants will be costumed in 
colonial garb and will be offering bargains and 
discounts to shoppers through the promotional 
use of wooden nickels. Additional funds for the 
restoration of Lawrence will be collected in 
beautifully decorated canisters for coins dis
bursed throughout the community. Lincoln 
School children will be rendering their artistic 
impressions of Lawrence. Horse and carriage 
rides through the Stockade will also be offered. 

So, join in the fun! Come to our dinner dance, 
buy a stupendous lithograph of our local 
landmark and at the same time help restore our 
Stockade symbol. 

- John Harter 
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Soup To Nuts 
We all know the expression and now Arthur's 

is tempting our palates! At the meat section the 
store features daily the homemade specialities 
of Rita Sanders. On the menu is a variety of 
soups and salads including Broccoli Slaw, Greek 
salad with anchovies, rice and pasta salads. 
Soups are an impressive array of mushroom, 
barley, broccoli, cauliflower, red lentil, bisque, 
vegetable and even an intriguing pumpkin soup 
is available. In the future you might even taste 
peanut butter soup! 

Rita started this business fondly named 'Soup 
to Nuts' after restoring her own deteriorating 
health. She attributes how good she feels directly 
to altering her diet and of course exercise. Rita 
won't compromise on taste nor quality and uses 
all fresh ingredients. 

Rita has agreed to share her interesting recipes 
with Stockaders in future editions of the Spy. 
The business not only prepares food to be 
purchased, but offers catering and a unique 
cooking service to those people on restricted or 
food sensitive diets. 

Anyone interested in more information 
regarding Rita's special cuisine may talk to the 
cook herself at 370-4589. 

Tidings 
There was a very good turnout for the tree 

lighting and then for the Christmas party at St. 
George's Church afterwards. I saw TIDINGS 
former Editor Elizabeth, also Schenectady's 
Mayor Karen, plus numerous other friends. 

Our thanks to Marie Cordera Jones and Ruth 
Harvey and numerous other workers for all that 
they did to make the Stockade's Christmas tree 
lighting festivities such a success. Everyone 
appreciated St. George's Choir leading the 
Christmas carols. The Reverand Frederick 
McQuade blessed the tree, and Leslie Gemmette 
turned on the lights. 

But Christmas was not the only news in 
December . . . Congratulations to Judy and 
Russell Brooks-they now have a second 
daughter, named Lauren. 

Michael Lockhart has recently moved to 6 
Front Street from northern Connecticut. 
Michael works in the Turbine Business Group at 
General Electric. 

Rachel Armstrong of 5 North Ferry Street, 
long-time operator of "The Difference ls," is 
saying a sad farewell to her many friends in the 
Stockade. Rachel is returning to her family 
home in Wolfboro, New Hampshire. 

Scott Stevenson is now the proud owner of 
Rachel's former home. Scott is an attorney and 
works at GE in the Confirmation Department. 

Did you know that you can receive The 
Stockade Spy by mail by joining "Friends of the 
Stockade"? Just write Mrs. J. W. Joyce, 325 
Central Parkway, Schenectady, New York 
12309, or call her at 393-8622. The membership 
fee is very reasonable. 

Good luck to Helen and Rick Rowley former
ly of 17 Washington Avenue in their new home. 

Life Without Lawrence 
"Mommy, who was Lawrence and why does 

grandma cry every time someone mentions his 
name?" 

I reflect and a tear comes to my eye also. Fond 
memories float before me in visions of walks 
through the Stockade and always a visit to 
Lawrence . . . the annual artwork dis.played 
around the fence. 

What happened? I sighed. Well, some people 
put a lot of effort into raising money, but 
Lawrence could not survive the twenty years it 
took. Oh, the courage of those fund raisers who 
year after year organized benefits, wrote articles 
and made those hundreds of phone calls! Those 
die-hards never gave up hope! And only to see 
their money donated to some other cause .... 

"Mommy?" 

"Yes, dear. I heard you. Lawrence was very 
special to people who lived in the Stockade. 
Actually, to all of Schenectady. Did you know in 
his day, after the General Electric sign of course, 
Lawrence was the nest best known symbol in 
Schenectady?" 

"What's a symbol?" 

"Well, it means to represent. Lawrence 
represented something special." 

"Where did he live?" 

"Lawrence wasn't a real person, honey. 
Lawrence was a statue of an Indian and a symbol 
of a heritage long gone. You know. The same 
way we preserve the Stockade in its historical 
architecture." 

I did not have to hear "what?" to know I lost 
the child. How could someone so young ap
preciate the Lawrence I grew up with? 

My first panic at learning of Lawrence's 
demise was that no one would come to visit me 
again. After the confusion of: "North what 
street." ... "North, just plain North; by the 
former Riverside School" came: "Where are you 
in relationship to the Indian?" How would I be 
able to direct them now? "Well, listen, it's really 
no big deal ... you know where the Indian was ... 
O.K., I'll meet you at the bus terminal and you 
can follow me in ... No, I get tired of always 
having to drive to everyone else's house!" 

To me, it was like the Statue of Liberty 
without a torch or no Liberty at all! Then after it 
actually happened, the anger ... Why not flatten 
all of the Stockade? ... Guilt ... You could have 
contributed more. All those pizzas you didn't 
need or why couldn't you stay home and watch 
cable? 

"Mommy?" 

I felt a tug and looked down. 

"Mommy, why don't we buy another statue 
for grandma?" 

Out of the mouths of babes! Let's see ... I 
could get a committee together. ... 

- Kathy Pierone 
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Interview With 
Jennifer Robin Kelley 

The rich tones of a flute float on the crisp, icy 
air as this interviewer rings the bell at Jennifer 
Kelley's house on this sparkling winter evening. 
Jennifer is finishing her practicing and the music 
is cordially welcoming. 

Jennifer Robin Kelly was born in Memphis, 
Tennessee on the fourth of July eleven years ago. 
For the past five years she has been happy to be 
living in the house on Green Street that once 
belonged to her great grandparents, the William 
Munkers. Her eyes shine as she recalls that it was 
when she was in Mrs.James Lanes' second grade 
class there that she and Christopher d'Estienne 
were chosen to light the tree at the annual 
Christmas Tree Lighting at the Indian. 

At Oneida as a sixth grader Jennifer is in the 
Youth Orchestra under the direction of Mr. 
Charles Stancampiano. Jennifer began her study 
of the flute three years ago with Mrs. Sheila 
Tebbano, music teacher at Zoller. She is serious 
about her music and is currently studying with 
the distinguished teacher, Mrs. Eleanor Barnes. 
Jennifer frequently gets together with her friend, 
Liz Eichelberger to practice. Fast, sprightly 
music is Jennifer's pleasure as it is difficult to 
sustain the longer notes of slower selections. The 
gavotte from Gluck's "Paris and Helen" is one of 
her current favorites. 

Science is of great interest to Jennifer. Her 
class, taught by Mrs. Anita Wigler, recently 
began to engage in first-hand science activities. 
Jennifer looks forward with keen anticipation to 
next week in Science class when she will use the 
microscope. One of the items to be examined is 
the skin of an onion in which she will be able to 
see the actual individual cells. 

"You know, I really like animals, too. I 
wanted to be a veterinarian until I found that I 
am allergic to animal hair," volunteers Jennifer. 
The news of her allergy came at a time when her 
menagerie of pets included a dog, a guinea pig, 
and seven gerbils. On her eigth birthday Jennifer 
sadly gave her dog to a friend. She still goes to 
visit him, however. The guinea pig and four of 
the gerbils have taken up residence at her Mom's 
school. 

"I had lizards for awhile, two chamelions." It 
is obvious from Jennifer's tone that a scaly 
reptile is no equal substitute for a hairy canine. 
On the other hand, a hermit crab is almost as 
personable as a puppy. Jennifer brought Big Foot 
(named for the one large claw from among the 
five pair) to the couch for an introduction. 
Immediately his two glistening stalk eyes 
emerged curiously from the two-inch seashell 
followed by all those scrambling purple legs. 
One could see how this disarming tumbler might 
conceivably fill the void left by the loss of a 
beloved dog. What does Jennifer feed her hermit 
crabs? Commercial hermit crab food! 

"Since I cannot be a veterinarian, I have 
decided to become a marine biologist," asserts 

Jennifer. A trip to the Boston Aquarium 
convinced her of the wisdom of that decision. 
She had never seen such an enormous sea turtle 
as the one swimming at the top level of the 
aquarium. Every year Jennifer spends time with 
her grandmother in Rennebankpart, Maine. She 
quickly adjusts to the cold water and swims 
daily. However, she thinks about the jellyfish 
under the surface and avoids places where the 
seaweed floats. Jennifer loves to walk across the 
rocks with her grandmother. There she finds 
starfish and sand dollars. Her uncle is the 
champion finder of sand dollars. Another lure of 
the seaside is the fish chowder of which Jennifer 
is very fond. 

A trip to New York City to vacation with her 
uncle and aunt in Brooklyn Heights is another of 
Jennifer's pleasures. Nearby their house is a 
park. A person whom Jennifer calls Pigeon 
Woman comes to the park daily to feed the birds 
and they flock all over her. Once Jennifer 
decided to feed the pigeons and found it a 
frightening experience when they came swoop
ing in exhuberantly from every direction. 
Another exciting association with New York 
City is an English Class trip with Mrs. Lana 
Massucci to see the Broadway production of 
"Cats." 

At home Jennifer enjoys gardening. One she 
remembers well was planted in a very old sink in 
the backyard. It produced beautiful pansies and 
petunias. She enjoyed the summer that her 
mother rented space in Ernie Cohen's yard for a 
vegetable garden. Jennifer help harvest red 
tomatoes, yellow summer squash, and green 
beans which were particularly prolific. 

The Y.W.C.A. has been a valuable resource 
for Jennifer. Gymnastics was a sport she enjoyed 
until knee problems slowed her down this year. 
Swimming class has also been worthwhile. She 
has come up to the advanced level in her training 
and can swim for ten minutes without stopping. 
One interesting lesson in survival training 
involved inflating her blue jeans with air and 
using them as a float. 

This eleven-year-old experiences her life with 
intensity and with relish and her story could be 
the subject of this whole series. 

- George Weinheimer 

Twelfth Night 
Remembered 

The white lights glowing on the little Christ
mas tree in front of 119 Front Street ended their 
display on 12th night ( considering Christmas as 
the first night). 

The English custom of Twelfth night has been 
a festival marking the end of the Yuletide season. 
It also signifies the eve of Epiphany. 

The feast of Epiphany is a primary Christian 
Festival. It is far more dated than Christmas. 
The festival is held on January 6th. It is the 
celebration of the manifestation of the divine 
nature of Christ to the Gentiles as represented by 
the wise men. 
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(Opposite Ben & Jerrr's Ice Cream) 

• Domestic & International Travel • Ticket Delivery 
Ell.EE/\ JLII.IA1' JESSICA W. SPACIL 

346-7474 
Hours: Mon. - Fri. - 9:00 AM 10 5:00 PM or by Appointment 

H 
NORSTAR 

FORMERLY BANK Mohawk National 
Bank UPSTATE NY 

the difference is . 
the difference is exciting gifts 
the difference is distinctive stationery and cards 
the difference is your kind of clothes 
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corner of liberty & s. ferry sts. 382-7600 
visa 
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LAWRENCE INSURANCE GROUP• INSURANCE & UNDERWRITING 
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Arthur's Market 
SOUP: WONTON ............. 1. 75 

CHICKARIN A... 1.25(Pt.) 
SALAD: HAM ............. 2.79(lb.) 

SEAFOOD ........ 3.98(lb.) 
BREAD: BROCCOLI ........... 1.00 

SAUSAGE ............ 1.00 
PIZZA: PLAIN .................. 50 

BROCCOLI ............. 60 

ENTREES and SANDWICHES 
Home Cooked Roast Beef .......... 4.99 lb. 
Fried Chicken Breast ............... 3.99 lb. 
Fried Fish ........................ 3.29 ib. 
Spaghetti Sauce ................... 1.29 Pt. 
Sauce & Meat Balls ................ 1.99 lb. 
Sauce & Sausage .................. 2.29 Pt. 
Our Own Italian Sausage . . . . . . . . . . . 1.99 lb. 

FINE CHEESES 
Cheddar• Danish Blue• Jarlsburg • Stilton 

HOME BAKED GOODS 
Brownie . .. 55 - Cake ... 65 - Turnover. .. 85 

Cream Puff ... 85 

HOME DELIVERY 
372-4141 372-3304 
ARTHUR POLACHEK - PETE POLACHEK 


