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WHO WAS HANGED WHEN AT '108'? 

by 

Dave Vrooman 

Stories have had it that the old County Court
house at 108 Union Street, now headquarters for 
the school system, was the scene of two hangings 
during the l80D's. One writer said "the first 
and only execution by hanging in Schenectady 
County" occurred there. 

But recent study of one of these accounts 
raised some questions of likely interest to 
stockaders. In fact, the question might even 
stimulate some students of stockade history to 
check original sources, since what is written 
here is based on second-and third-hand reports. 

Clyde D. Wagoner, writing in the "Albany 
Times-Union" of Oct. 5, 1958, put forward the 
idea that one of the hangings was "the first 
and only" one. Mr. Wagoner's feature was based 
on two volumes of a diary kept by Edwin Zacha
riah Carpenter and acquired about that time by 
the Schenectady Historical Society. 

The Carpenter diary recounts a reco1lection 
of Abraham 0. Veeder as told to Carpenter on 
Feb. 24, 1875. Veeder recalled witnessing a 
hanging some 50 years earlier on Feb. 25, 1825. 
Since sources indicate - as does the date on 
the building - that the old county courthouse 
was constructed in 1831, placing this 1825 hang
ing at "108" presents problems. 

In addition, the entry in the Carpenter diary 
also quotes Veeder as saying he went "up to the 
present Uni on School which was then the Jail" 
for the hanging. "108" has never, to this 
writer's knowledge, been referred to as Union 
School, although at one time classes were held 
in it. "Union School", it would seem, most 
likely refers to the school which pre-dated the 
building last located on what is now the Hotel 
Van Dyck parking lot. That Union Street School 
was erected in 1892, located on a.plot that had 
been the site of earlier school buildings. 

In fact, a passage in History of Education In 
Schenectady, by Jeanette Neisuler, seems to pin 
this idea down quite firmly. " ... the county ... 
bought the Hooker building on the northeast 
corner of Union and College streets, which the 
college (Union) had just vacated. This build
ing was to be used as the new Court House, Jail 
and City Hall, and in a very limited sense, as 
a community building." This item on pag.e 50 

does not refer to a specific date, but is re
lated to events between 1816 and 1819. 

. A further difficulty with the 1825 hanging be
ing the only one at "108" is information cited 
by an article in the "Schenectady Union-Star" 
of Feb. 9, 1952. Published in connection with 
school district renovation of what had been the 
county jail and storage section of "108", the 
article stated that "the last public execution 
in Schenectady County was held in the courtyard 
on the Liberty Street side of the building" in 
1840. 

Actually, it would appear from these sources 
that there were two hangings. That of John Van 
Patten in 1825 and that of Charles Cook in 1840. 
Van Patten, described as a "half-wit", was hang
ed for shooting "a woman in Rotterdam", accord
ing to the Carpenter diary quote in Mr. Wagon
er's article. Cook, a "religious fanatic" ac
cording to the Union-Star feature, was executed 
for the murder of Mrs. Catherine Merry of Glen
ville. 
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All of which probably raises more questions 
than it answers. 

However, some things about "108" seem safe 
enough to relate as facts without going back to 
original sources to check them out. First, the 
old county courthouse appears to have been 
started in 1831 and completed in 1833, since 
both dates appear in various sources in con
nection with its construction. 

The building housed county and city offices 
and the county court, which held sessions in 
the large room in the front of the second floor. 
This until recently housed the professional 
library of the school system and currently is 
used by the Board of Education as its main meet
ing room. 

Until the early '50's an iron door remained 
in the rear wing of "108", which apparently 
was added to the main building soon after it 
was constructed. This rear wing not only had 
jail cells, it also had several padded eel ls 
for the insane. 

Long-service employees at "108" report that 
an occasional old-timer used to visit the build
ing to see the cell where he had been jailed. 

Soon after "108" was built, the second floor 
meeting room was the scene of "theatricals" and 
in 1865 a memorial mass meeting for President 
Lincoln was held in it. 

Reports indicate that the remaining county 
offices were moved from the building in 1913 
and that it was unoccupied until 1915, when the 
administrative offices of the education depart
~nt were moved down from the then Schenectady 
High School, later Nott Terrace High. 

Until Riverside School opened in 1923, four 
classes were held in "108" to take care of an 
overflow of pupils from the last Union Street 
School, mentioned earlier. 

In 1937, the fortress-like concrete walls 
along the l Ol~er part of the sides of the main 
building were added to strengthen the founda
tions. Since that time various internal chang
es and renovations have been made to create ad
ditional office space and other facilities. 
But despite other changes and the fact that the 
school district became a separate municipal en
tity in 1951, "108" still bears the legend, 
"Department of Edu ca ti on". 
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Stockade Association, Membership, - 1968 
Why You Should Belong:-

In the ten years since its founding in 1957, 
the Stockade Association has brought about many 
improvements, among them being: 

• Creation of Historic District Commission 
which has brought national recognition to 
the area. 

• Annual Tree - Planting. 
• BE;tter.supervision and maintenance of 

R1 vers i de .Park. 
• Markers. 
• Preservation of the residential ·quality 

of the area. 
• General increase in property values. 
• Preservation of the friendly "village 

atmosphere" which could be lost without 
concerted effort. 

• Many ot~er general improvements making 
~he e~t, re Stockade an even choi'cer pl ace 
in which to live. 

Juotes From The Constitution: 
Article III - Membership 

Section )· .Any_individual owning property 
or living in the area described above 
shall b eligible"for membership, shail 
have the right to vote, may serve on 
the Board of Directors, and may be an 
officer of the Association. 

All residents of the Stockade have benefited 
from the Stockade Association's efforts. It 
speaks for all and acts for all within the area. 

. It's potential membership is about 1300 yet 
it's present memb~rship is just over 300. 

The_Association's voice will be strongest only 
when it represents the majority of Stockade 
residents. 

Clearly many more members are needed. 
New members are welcome to join at any time 

of the year, on an annual basis. However, by 
joining now, during March, April and early May, 
you will be able to vote at the Annual Meeting 
on May 27th. 

Using this form, mail your dues to Mrs. Victor 
Girard, Membership Chairman for the Stockade 
Association. 

Emily Phelps 

s~ C"ki(iti''foU~; 
for houae gueata, club ■ , groups 
one do1l·ar dou t1oa per person 

call 393-8622 

Date _______ l 968. 

The Stockade Association 
Mrs. Victor Girard 
15 No. Ferry Street 
Schenectady, N. Y. 12305 

I wish to join the Stockade Association and 
enclose $ _____ dues. 

Name _______________ _ 

Address ---------------

First year $2.00 
Subsequent years $1.00 
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The Spy editors continue to find new excuses 
for being, First of all we are committed to 
serving as an organ of the Stockade Association, 
to keep its members informed of its activities; 
secondly we like to think we are a neighborhood 
information center, keeping the residents of 
the Stockade up to date on personal happenings 
among us. For this we are grateful to our Tid
in~s Editors, Virginia Mure and Dolores Copper. 
Thirdly, we feel an obligation to preserve tra
dition in the buildings and historic places in 
the Stockade, as well as in the memories of its 
distinguished residents. "The Walls Have Ears" 
by Giles van der Bogert attests to this purpose 
as well as the "Reflections" currently being 
published in our paper. 

There is sti 11 another reason for being, 
which this month is brought forcibly to mind; 
that is to furnish an outlet for creative ac
tivity by the discovery of new talent. We 
always expect a community symphony orchestra, 
a museum, or a civic players to furnish such 
opportunities, and thus enrich the whole. But 
a voluntary neighborhood newspaper does this 
also. It is our responsibility to seek out and 
furnish a channel for new talent to write, 
creat new points of view, or recreate the past 
with fresh motivation. 

In this issue we are pleased to present our 
discovery. Mrs. Thomas Seery, who lives at 150 
Front Street with her husband who is a Financial 
Analyst in the Large Steam Turbine Department of 
the General Electric Company. The Seery's have 
a daughter, Jenifer, aged 9 months. 

Janet Seery is a real find. She has both 
training and experience; Journalism at Barnard 
College and a Masters at N.Y.U. She was an edi
tor of her college news publication and has 
experience on a metropolitan daily. But most 
of all she wants to write and appreciates the 
opportunity the Spy can offer. We welcome her 
first contribution "The Ice Age in the Stockade". 
We promise you will hear more from her. 

Marion Bellinger Holden 

In this issue we present another in the series 
of REFLECTIONS by distinguished residents of the 
Stockade; an interview with Marion Bellinger 
Holden, who lived at 224 Union Street all her 
life until her marriage. The house was built 
about 1870 and remained in the family until 
1960. It is now owned and occupied by Mr. and 
Mrs. Ferris Copper. 

Mrs. Holden is we 11 known in Schenectady. She 
has been associated since 1915 with the Noyes 
School of Rythm and is at present Vice-President 
of the Foundation which was formed from the 
original Noyes School of Rythm. She continues 
to teach at the summer camp at Cobalt, Con
necticut. 

Like other children of lower Union Street, she 
began her education at Miss Nellie Browns 
School. She later attended the Gardner School 
in flew York City, located on the site n0\'1 oc
cupied by Saks. She and her sister Helen spent 
a year at the Comstock School of Music of which 
Paderewski was a patron. 

Her remenisces are a rich store for the his
torians of the early nineteen hundreds in the 
Stockade; and we are proud to present them to 
our readers. They are illustrated by our Art 
Editor Agnes Garland, and will be presented in 
two installments. 

COUNTY MANAGER 

The issue of the appointment of a profession
al County Manager is approaching a climax. At 
a recent meeting"of the County Board of Repre
sentatives, a resolution was adopted to provide 
for a Constitutional Revision Committee. The 
policy of continuous study and revision of an 
instrument of government is commendable, but 
as a step toward change to an elected County 
Manager, it would defeat the basic purposes of 
the County-Manager plan. 

First: it would destroy the professional 
standing of the County Manager and second: it 
would deny to the Board of Representatives the 
basic right of choosing and controlling its ad
ministrative offices. 

With a budgetof approximately 13 million dol
lars, the complex problems of co~nty adminis
tration are as diverse and exacting as the 
practice of law, engineering or accounting. We 
cannot afford to leave decisions in these mat
ters to political selection, no matter how 
able or well recommended. The principle of a 
professional County Manager,_resp?nsible to_the 
Board of Representatives, which hires and fires 
him, was approved by the voters two years a~o 
and became effective in January 1968. Now is 
the time to strengthen the position of your 
elected representatives. Let them know tha~ 
you want a professional County Manager appoint
ed by the Board of Representatives, and re
sponsible to it. 

Hrite to vour 1st District Representatives. 
Van der Bogeft Shanklin - 14 North St. 12305 
Frank Duci - 1775 Ave. A. 12308 
John DeBlasio - 113 Park Place 12305 
Rudolph Lasak - 15 Grove p·1ace 12307 
F~c~s furnished by the Schenectady Bureau of 

Municipal Research. 

CusLom-made draperies and 
slipcovers our speciality, 
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CITY OF SCHENECTADY 
NEW YORK 

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

March 19, 1968. 
Dear Mrs. Garey: 

On M~rch_l7th, 1968, in an Albany newspaper, 
an editorial comment stated, "There must come a 
time in any area, in any community, when those 
~ho have the power have got to say, 'Stop--this 
is enough!' to the people who--for any reason-
would destroy the priceless buildings, parks, 
the green areas, the woodlands that are our 
heritage from days past." 

The Bar Association of the State of New York 
with headquarters at 99 Washington Avenue in 
the City of Albany, has recently purchased or 
contracted to purchase three historic buildings 
opposite Academy Park in the City of Albany for 
the construction of a new Association head
quarters. 

It is our understanding that the three build
i~gs will be demolished and a modern building 
will be erected. Academy Park is located North 
of the State Capitol and East of the Education 
Building, and along the Northern edge of Acade
my Park is the last row of houses in the City 
of Albany that date circa the l830's. 

The residents of the Stockade area in the City 
of Schenectady worked for many years; first as 
the Stockade Association and eventually through 
the Historic Zoning Commission, the first of its 
type in the State of New York, to attempt to 
save the buildings within the Stockade area and 
to exercise some control over changes in the 
buildings which were not demolished. 
We have seen the destruction of the Lyon's 

house on North Ferry Street, the old County 
Building behind the Mohawk Club and other build
ings of a past era demolished to make way for 
parking and other uses in the name of "progress". 
In every oase, the people "concerned" have been 
without the power or the support to prevent such 
demoliti,m. If this is true, then "the only 
thing left is public opinion assisted by the 
interested groups and private citizens who feel 
that progress must be balanced by some thought 
to preservation. 
The Bar Association of the State of New York 

made up of the membership of Ne~, York State 
Lawyers and in particular the lawyers of Albany 
County, and I hope in Schenectady County, should 
voice an opinion concerning the proposed de
molition of these buildings. The voices of all 
of us should be heard through our newspapers 
anu other news media and letters must be written 
immediately to the President of the New York 
State Bar Association, the Albany County Bar 
Association and even the Schenectady County Bar 
Association, voicing an opinion. 
We ;11ay not be able to stop the proposed plan, 

but on good authority of leading architects, it 
might be possible to save portions of the 
buildings which reflect the time and history 
when these buildings were constructed. It is 
important to the City of Albany but it is par
ticularly important from the point of vie~, of 
the Stockade Association and the Historic Zon
ing Commission. 

Very truly yours, 

WILLIAM QUINN 
Chairman 
Historic Zoning Commission 
City of Schenectady 
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CUL! NARY MAG IC 

The British devalued their ~ound-let's try it 
on ours. Spring seems the right se~son to at
tack the pound, so let's use seasoning as one 
of our strategic weapons to help us take up less 
space in the Space Age. 

Salads always appear on diets, but the{ can be
come boring to most people because they re so 
blah when undressed. They don't have to b~ik 
Tr makin9 a cole slaw dressing of buttermi , ) 
gr{ted onion (or instant minced onion ?r chives 
and a little liquid sweetener. Ad~ this to the 
chopped cabbage all by itself or with any of 
the following, grated carrot, fi~ely _chopped 
green pepper, g'.ated apple (try it without peel
ing)', pimento pieces, etc. 

A chicken, shrimp, lobster, crab or tuna salad 
without mayonnaise? Why not? Make Y?Ur own 
dressing easily. Put cottage cheese in yo~r 

.blender with lemon juice and some butt:r-milk 
or skirrmed milk (use your own proportions -
about 1 cup cottage cheese, 2 teaspoon~ lemon 
juice __ tarragon vinegar can be espec~ally good 
here __ 3 tablespoons milk). Blend this to a_ 
smooth cream and chi 11. It thickens on standing 
in the refrigerator. Then mix it with the meat 
or seafood and capers, chopp:d celery_- whate~er 
you used B.C. - Before Calorie - cutting. This 
dressing can be varied by adding small chunks 
of blue cheese or a bit of tomato ~aste o'. sauce 
_ both good extras to use when you re making . 
non-fruit salads. For fruit salads, try dumping 
a few dates or raisins in the blender_- ~roc:s
sing· or use pineapple juise as the liquid zip
ped ~P with a bit of lemon juice and a few drops 
of sweetener. Be warne~ - th:y're a~l g~od -
don I t eat a 11 the dress ,ng while you re cor
recting" the seasoning. 

A thin dressing for greens and fruit salads 
and salads of cold cooked vegetables is simple 
and always seems to taste fres·h. It's half 
grapefruit juice (fresh is best) and half dry 
sherry with sweetener added to your taste. 
Can't find grapefruit? Try lemon juice. Thi~ 
dressing never makes greens soggy. Just plain 
cottage cheese "cream" (smashed in the blender 
to the sour cream thickness you like) is re
freshingly good floating on cold soups, such as 
bortsch, cucumber, zucchini, surrmer squash, 
spinach, watercress. All these can be made by 
cooking the vegetable in a bit of chicken stock 
with seasonings (a bit of curry, perhaps?, or 
onion or shallots and celery), whirling until 

smooth in the .blender and chilling thoroughly. 
The soup looks·· cool and appetizing with a mound 
of the "cream" on it - put a little black lump
fish caviar in the center of the "cream" which 
you've sprinkled with parsley, dill or.paprika. 
These few suggestions will make you think of 
your own variations - experiment, the results 
may surprize you. 

Janie Van Voast. 

EXTRh Nir.-HTJ 

OPEN TUillDAYS - J·,PHIL 2nd & 9th 

TIL 9 P.M. 

THUR:-3. til 9, A.:3 UdUAL 

VANVOAST 
lnsurllrice 

Marine Lance ·corpora I Joseph A. Carota, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Ermy Carota, 124 Front St., is 
spending 20 days leave with his parents after 
13 months duty in Vietnam. He will report to 
Quantico, Va., at the end of his leave. Welcome 
Home Joe! 

Mrs. Alice Corbett, after many years as teacher 
for St. George's Episcopal Church Nursery School, 
is retiring. She wi 11 be much missed. . The group 
is looking for a new teacher. New Officers of 
the group are Mrs. Gerry Tiemann, 234 Union St., 
Chainnan; Mrs. Nicholas M. Colangelo, 111 N. 
Ferry St., Registration Chairman; Mrs. Darwin 
Kirby, 23 Front St., Treasurer. 

STOCKADE PARTIES: 

Mr. and Mrs. James Lane, 4 W. Front Street 
(Cucumber Alley) have been entertaining again. 
Mrs. Lane held a neighborhood coffee party to 
welcome Mrs. Thomas Seery Feb. 20. _Betty and 
Jim also entertained at a pre-St. Patrick's Day 
party in their home March 16. 

TRAVELERS: 

Mr. Philip H. Wertz, 32 N. Ferry St., enjoyed 
a trip to New Orleans, La. and the Mardi Gras. 

Joan and Marshall Lapp and David Lapp, 29 
Front St., spent a weekend in New Jersey visit
ing Marshall's brother-in-law and sister. 

Betty and Jim Lane, and Mr. and Mrs. Harry . 
Moser, 10 Washington Ave., spent a weekend ski
ing at Killington, Vt. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Colangelo and grandson, 
Peter Colangelo of 111 N. Ferry St., have return
ed from a ten day vacation in Puerto Rico and 
the Virgin Islands. 

Mrs. Paula Cloos, 101 Front St., enjoyed visit
ing New Orleans, La., for the Mardi Gras. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Thompson, 26 Ingersoll Ave. 
have been in Miami, Florida for the past two 
months enjoying that wonderful warm weather 
which we hope wi 11 b.e arriving be.re soon. 
NEIGHBORS: 

A final report on the victims of the fire Jan. 
8 in 16 Washington Ave. Mrs. Elizabeth Taylor 
and Mrs. Victoria LaDuc are both living tempo
rarily at the YWCA, 44 Washington Ave. Miss 
Kate Reinert has moved into her new apartment 
at 1097 Van An twerp Road, rli skayuna. Though 
she has left the area, she still calls herself 
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a Stockader. Mrs. Stella Harben has found 
refuge with Mrs. Henning Niels~n,.a~d is spend
ing two weeks in the home of Virginia Mure 
while she is away. Bill Kornrumpf has moved 
into his new apartment at 49 Washington Ave., 
and is happily getting settled. Mrs. E. T. 
O'Neil found a wonderful apartment wi~h_a view 
of both the Binne Kill and the Mohawk River at 
8 Washington Ave. George Pa~anama is s~ill 
living in the home of Mrs. Willard A. Kitts, 
19 Front Street. 

NEW NEIGHBORS: 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kranick have moved to 9 
N. College St. Daughter Rita 5 yrs. attends 
Riverside School, Billy 4 and Elizabeth 1-1/2 
keep things lively at home. Robert is a ticket 
agent for the Greyhound Bus Co. in Albany. 

Mr. and Mrs. Palat Hepman and children Peter, 
Todd, Joanna and Edward have moved to 19 Inger
soll Ave. Peter and Todd attend Riverside 
School. Pal at is a chef at the Van Dyck Restau
rant. 

GET WELL WISHES TO: Mr. John Puza at 151 Front 
St., who is recouping nicely in St. Clare's 
Hospital. A card from friends would be most 
welcome. 

SICK LIST: 

Mrs. Frank Vander Bogert, lll Union St., is 
recovering nicely in Ellis Hospital. Her 
daughter, Mrs. G. Bryan Shanklin, 109 Union St., 
has lost the cast from her broken ankle, we're 
happy to report. 

Mrs. Herbert MacMaster, 43 Washington Ave., 
is in Ellis Hospital, and would appreciate re
ceiving cards. 

On a really happy note we can report Mrs. 
Les 1 i e Cormack is on·ce more back in her apart
ment, 9 N. Church St., and feeling much better. 

GUESTS: 

Mrs. Willard A. Kitts, 19 Front St., has her 
granddaughter, Miss Lee Kitts, a student at Coe 
College, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, as her guest. 

********** 
Peter Polachek, son of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur 

Polachek has beeri accepi:e·ct at the Ad-i rondack 
CoITTTiunity College at Glens Falls. 
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GROWING UP AT 224 UNION STREET 

An Interview with Marion Bellinger Holden 

by the Spy Editor 

Do·you remember the delight when you heard 
for the first time in the early spring the 
cl i ckety-c lack of horses hoofs on the paven,ent? 
It was something to look for, after the long 
winter's silence of sleigh runners on the snow
laden streets of lower Union Street. Marion 
Bellinger Holden of 220 Union Street remembers. 
For the snow on the pavements lasted from the 
first snow fall, there was no snow removal. All 
vehicles, pleasure and commercial, took to run
ners on horse driven sleighs. The coming of 
Spring was announced by the horses hoofs and the 
wheels. 

And Mrs. Holden remembers a great deal more. 
Fortified with scrapbooks, photographs and me
mentos of the early nineteen hundreds we sipped 
our Earl Grey tea before the great window over 
looking her garden and watched the snow flakes 
float down in a late winter snow storm. 

"I remember there were trees in this garden 
when I was a child and lived next door at No. 
224. I can tell you where the plum tree stood 
and the pear and apple - and there was a wis
teria - hung arbor over there." 

Then she pointed out a last remaining old red 
barn "That old barn is the last of its kind -
they all faced on Pious Alley which ran between 
Liberty and Union Streets from Ferry Street to 
what is now Erie Boulevard. The Alley was pro
vided for in deeds~and maintained by the prop
erty owners. It was lined with chicken coops, 
barns, and high fences, a Heaven for cater
wauling alley cats." She continued "Many of 
the finest houses in the late nineteen hundreds 
faced on Liberty Street; their high stoops lac
ed with iron gri 11 work, sometimes hung with 
wisteria or trumpet vines." 

Her reminisces were like a chapter out of 
Henry James. Washington Square, New York City 
became the 200 block 'on Union Street, As a 
matter of fact Henry James selected one of his 
heroines from a leading railroad. industrialist 
family in Schenectady and called her Daisy 
Miller,,perhaps from this very block! Across 
the street, on the north side, the old brick 
facades of the Warnick-Gilmour house and the 
Veeder-Yelverton mansions still stand and lead 
useful lives. They are set back from the street 
and are separated from the side walks by a low 
coping.Barns and Stables were visible behind 

broad drives to the rear. Across the street, 
facing north, a row of houses with high step
ped porches, bay windows with flower boxes; 
these were the houses of Myron Bellinger and H. 
Swits. The great arching elms are gone but the 
houses look the same from the outside inspite 
of the transformation within; multiple dwell
ings and Amity Hall. Improved street lighting 
has replaced the old arc lights hung on iron 
brackets from pol es•, but the glow of the period 
persists. 
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It's not difficult to imagine living in the 
ordered pace of those days. Appearance and re
spectability required the maintenance of fine 
homes, a stable if possible; and standards of 
social etiquette. Each house hid its face 
from the curious by handsome lace curtains, 
often Battenburg lace on net. These were me
ticulously hung, parted neatly, and matched in 
the center of the window pane. Twice a year 
they required careful laundering, and starch
ing, then pinning on stretchers. Painted house
fronts were scrubbed and refurbished in spring 
cleaning; but only after the winter's ashes 
from coal burning furnaces were hauled out of 
basements by the local handy man in billowing 
clouds of dust! 

Many side walks boasted a coal shute covered 
by handsome wrought-iron lids, for the con
venience of coal deliverers, but the bane of 
pedestrians and "hop-scotchers." Houses were 
comfortable with coal-fired furnances, but 
frost often coated the windows, "thick enough 
to draw pictures or write on." 

The streets were busy thorough-fares; in 
winter time cutters and sleighs with plumes on 
dash boards fluttering in the wind. In summer 
there were the pony carts---,ph-aetons with their 
coachmen behind high stepping bays. They tell 
how Ellis Gilmour hitched his wicker pony cart 
to a pair of pet goats. The nurse maids wheel
ed their charges in British prams and stopped 
to let the children walk the copings and feel 
as tall as grown ups. Of an afternoon ladies 
would take the air in their carriages, a half 
day's journey up Union Street to McClellan St. 

And the postman made his rounds three ti mes 
a day, at 9,11, and at 2 p.m. Mails may have 
been slower, but we could afford more frequent 
service to the householder! And the police
man, swinging his night stick "lent an extra 
measure of security if he stopped to rest on 
your door step": of course the Warnicks and 
the Yelvertons kept their own private night 
watchman who made his rounds. 

C.. to be con' t. 
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/J ~, The V.N.S.A. has been part of 
the Stockade Community since 

111 
-- _ its headquarters-office was 

~ moved from the State Street 
County Court Building, into the 
former County Court Building at 
13 Union Street in March 1940 -

later moved ·to 38 Washington Ave. In 1960 Mrs. 
B.F. Carmichael gave the Ellis-Sanders house at 
205 Union Street to the agency for a permanent 
home, in memory of Dr. Carmichael. It has since 
been known as Carmichael House. 

Originating in 1919 as the result of a dream 
of Anna McGee, the V.N.S.A. has endeavored to 
bring nursing care to people throughout the 
county. To make this possible, the agency was 
fortunate, in the early years, in having nurses 
who put the welfare of the patient ahead of 
their personal gain. 

Elected to office on April 10, 1919, the 
first officers were: President, Mrs. Edward E. 
Hale; 1st Vice-President, Mrs. James W. Yelver
ton; 2nd Vice-President, Mrs. Jessie A. Love
joy; 3rd Vice-President, Mrs. Edward C. Whit
meyer; Treasurer, Mrs. Robert Palmer; Secretary, 
Miss Mildred March. 

Miss McGee, Miss O'Brien and Miss McConnell, 
directors during this period of growth, brought 
a true spirit of dedication to the V.N.S.A. 

In 1930, the agency became incorporated under 
the name of The Public Health Nursing Associa
tion of Schenectady County. Directors of the 
newly incorporated agency included Mrs. Edward 
Everett Hale, Mrs. Wilhemina Hoffman, Mr. 
Charles W. Merriam, Mrs. Samuel Levy, Miss Anna 
O'Brien, Mrs. Walter Drew, Mrs. Robert Palmer, 
Mrs. John Barry, Mrs. James Boyle, Mrs. P. J. 
Brearton, Mrs. Ira D. LeFevre and Mr. J. A. 
Westlin. 

After the formation of the City Health De
partment with its Bureau of Public Health Nurs
ing, a problem arose since the people in the 
community confuserl the two "Public Health Nurs
ing" agencies - though the services differed. 
In 1956, the name of the organization was chang
ed to the present one - Visiting Nurse Service 
Association of Schenectady County. 

With the passage of time, there came a change 
in philosophy regar"d1ng nursing in the home -
it should be available to all - not only those 
unable to afford hospital care. Thus, the 
service was expanded to meet the needs and re
quirements as enumerated by various insurance 

companies - up to and including tti°e new Medicare 
program. to be con' t. 
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Bends the river from Schenectady, in Scotia, 
stands the Glen Sanders House. Mr. Glens' first 
house, built in 1659, near the old Indian tor
ture ground, was the first white-~an's house 
along the mohawk. Later, he rebuilt anoth:r on 
higher ground to avoid the early floods which 
menaced the first structure. The present house 
was full of priceless relics, one of which-was 
a round mahogany table, said to be the same one 
at which the French officers in charge of the 
expeditionary force which burned and destroyed 
Schenectady, ate their breakfast after the ~urn
ing. According to legend Major Glen had gained 
the good will and esteem of the French.after 
an experience with the Mohawks and a prisoner-
a Jesuit priest-whom they had bro~ght to the 
Glen house intending to torture him the next 
morning at the old torture ground .. The~ de~ 

-manded that Major Glen lock the priest in his 
cellar. Major and Mrs. Glen were determined 
to save the priest, but also were equally de
termined to keep on good terms with the Indians. 
He pretended to be in great fear of the priest 
and told the Indians that all priests were pos
sessed of great magical powers and that no l?ck 
would hold them. He said he would have nothing 
to do with locking him up but that they could 
do so if they insisted and gave a key to one of 
the braves (not mentioning a second key!) He 
then left in easy reach a quantity of rum, know
ing well the Indians' weakness for the "fire. 
water." Before going to bed, he rema,rked, with
in the hearing of the Indians, that he_was send
ing a wagon to Albany early the following morn
ing with a keg for salt. So, when a cart, 
carrying a large cask, set out the next day, 
the Indians were too groggy to care too much; 
their suspicians were not aroused and the cask 
(with a head on only one end) departed unmolest
ed. Had one of the savages been suspicious and 
investigated, one of the m:mbers of the G)en 
family might have been claimed as a substitute. 
Due to this as well as other similar acts, the 
French, at the time of the French and Indian 
raid which resulted in the historical massacre 
of 1690, issued orders that no injury wa~ to be 
done the Glens, their relatives, nor their 
property. Not only were these ?rders stri:tly 
obeyed, but Major Glen was permitted to point 
out relatives in Schenectady who were to be 

,spared, until so many had been pointed out that 

the Indians became suspicious that even a white 
man could not have so many relations; .and so 

r th~ order was. countermanded. 
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WINDOW BOXES 

It's spring again. At this time of year, when 
we are all starved for the sight of something 
beautiful again, it is time to consider methods 
for making the Stockade even more attractive to 
the increasing number of sightseers who find 
their way here. With most of our homes built 
at the street line our plantings are necessarily 
limited either to gardens behind the houses or 
window boxes and planters on the street. Since 
most of the gardens are out of the view of visi
tors it is only the boxes and planters that con
tribute to the impression our guests take away 
with them. What a sight it would be if every 
Stockader would take it upon himself to provide 
some touch of color through plantings facing 
the street. 

In making your plans for this summer walk 
through the Stockade and recall the plantings 
that added so much a year ago. Remember the 
ring of geraniums around Lawrence, so carefully 
tended by Hoddy Van Yoast, and the window boxes 
of petunias, ageratum, and pansies. Portulacas 
around the trees on Green Street 1-1ere a delight
ful touch. In looking over my slides of the art 
show I was impressed with the contribution made 
by the white alyssum spreading out onto the 
sidewalk at the George Weinheimers'. Father 
Kirby wanted something a little different in 
his window boxes and the combination of white 
begonia semperflorens and fuchsias were attrac
tive right up until frost. 

Success with planters and window boxes is 
largely dependent upon the choice of plant ma
terial which in turn is dictated by the exposure 
to the sun. Sunny boxes give a wide choice of 
material both common and exotic but shady boxes 
present a real challenge. Impatiens is pr?b~bly 
the most reliable bloomer under shady conditions. 
Accompanied by various foliage plants this can 
be a truly handsome planter. With a little 
more light tuberous begonias will succeed al
though they are at their best where they get 
shade only in the heat of the afternoon. 
Pansies can take some shade but will not bloom 
in the total absence of sun. 

Where planters get complete sunny conditions 
perhaps the biggest problem is keeping them 
from drying out. Considerable peat moss and 
vermiculite in the soil mixture will help pro
vide the water holding capacity needed. 
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If you are trying window boxes for the first 
time be sure you arrange for adequate drainage. 
Three-quarter inch diameter holes every eight 
or ten inches will assure a way for ecess 
water to escape if they are prevented from clog
ging. A piece of broken flower pot over ~he 
drainage hole is standard procedure. An inch 
or so of crushed stone or gravel makes the best 
base for the soil in a planter. The soil 
should be four or five inches deep and there 
should be space at the top for a mule~. One 
of the most discouraging aspects of window 
boxes is their tendency to splash mud on th~ 
windows and sills in a heavy rainstorm. This 
can be completely prevented by mulching with 
grasss clippings. Looser materials such as peat 
moss used for a mulch will usually wash away 
but the greass forms a mat which persists for 
weeks and can be added to from time to time. 

Anyone who has visited Cooperstown recentl~ 
will have been as impressed as I have been with 
the beautiful touches plants contribute to the 
appearance of the downtown area. Their to~n 
hall is bedecked with porch boxes of petunias 
and tubs of tree geraniums flank the entra~ce. 
Window boxes are every where and the crowning 
touch comes from glorious hanging baskets of 
petunias suspended from the de:orative lamp . 
poles. This is a project we might well consider 
for while Schenectady is not the tourist mecca 
that Cooperstown represents our own hi~tori 7 section is rapidly become a model of historic 
restoration and how wonderful it would be if 
it could simultaneously serve as a prime ex
ample of civic beautification. 

H.G. Harlow 
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On Friday, March 1, Mr. DeLorenzo's class 
(3-4 grade), Mr. Davies' class (Sp.Ed.) and Mr. 
Fenger's class (Sp. Ed.) took a trip to Howe 
Caverns. 

The purpose of the trip was three-fold: 
Purposes were to tie in with units on the chang
ing surface of the earth, commercial transpor
tation and nature appreciation. 

The children observed natural rock formations, 
underground water systems, an almost constant 
temperature cavern and natural resonnance ef
fects of a rock formation. They were informed 
of geological time sequence with concrete ex
amples, told of the accidental discovery of the 
caverns and shown an elaborate underground 
lighting system. A highlight of the trip was 
the underground boat ride on the Lake of Venus 
which was preceeded by an artificial moonrise 
over the lake. 

The money for the trip was raised by the chi 1-
dren of these classes through a pizza sale in 
Riverside School. 

********** 
On Tuesday, January 20th, the 4th and 5th and 

6th grade classes from Riverside School went 
by bus to Albany as invited guests· of Senator 
J. Niles. We saw the legislative rooms and en
joyed a guided tour of the State Capitol. Some 
of the interesting sights of our tour were: the 
million dollar staircase with its stone carv
ings, the military museum, the hand painted 
glass windows, the State Seal and its meaning. 
The Senate and Assembly were both beautiful in 
historical background and incredible in archi
tectural design and construction. 

Senator Niles met us in the Senate lobby, 
where he shook hands with us and gave his auto
graph to any who asked. A photographer took 
our pictures in the Senate lobby. Each of us 
has a copy with the compliments of the Senator. 

Many of us would enjoy returning because 
there is so much to see and do. 

********** 
Senator Dalwin Niles sent a complimentary 

group picture for each child in Miss Schaffer's 
and Mrs. Blair's room who visited him on Febru
ary 20th. 

Mrs. Vander Bogert Shanklin visited Miss 
Schaffer's class on February 19th to tell the 
children about the Legislature and how some of 
the bills affect them and their parents. 

********** 
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THE ICE AGE IN ThE STOCKADE 

If the width of these columns permitted, this 
article should properly be entitled "What I 
Learned About the Geology of the Stockade." It ' 
wasn't easy. ~~ one source of information is a 
pitifully thin little volume, which I found in 
the Schenectady Public Library. The title, is 
"Glacial Geology of the Schenectady Quadrangle" 
by Jarres H. Stoller, published at Albany in 
1911. 

So, with all of my thanks to Mr. Stoller, here 
is what I learned about the geology of the 
Stockade and, as a bonus, the geology of the 
surrounding area. Mr. Stoller holds the glaciers 
of the Ice Age largely responsible for our 
present geological condition. Although it's 
hard to believe in the Ice Age now that we have 
tamed it into civilized little cubes, most scien
tific people accept the idea that as recently 
as from 10,000 to 50,000 years ago the last of 
the great glaciers covering this area retreated. 
It left behind various deposits in the waters 
which covered the original bedrock of shales 
and sands tones. 

These waters, flowing·out of the melting gla
cier, ran into the upper Hudson valley and the 
lower Mohawk basin, where they formed Lake Alba
ny. The site of Schenectady was then under the 
western edge of the lake. At this point the 
Mohawk River emptied into the lake. The Mohawk 
was an outlet for Lake Iroquois, which had form
ed in western New York State and the area now 
covered by Lake Erie. 

As the Mohawk emptied into Lake Albany it de
posited sand, mud and gravel, forming the delta 
on which Schenectady was built. With the end 
of the Ice Age the glaciers retreated so far 
that they no longer fed Lake Iroquois and, sub
sequently, Lake Albany began to recede and the 
delta emerged. At the same time, the Mohawk 
River was moving through the delta, cutting its 
channel and forming the gorge now seen near 
Niskayuna. The meandering river moved its chan
nel back and forth across the Schenectady area, 
levelling it and forming the Schenectady basin. 

During this process a bend of the river was 
cut off in Scotia, leaving behind Collins Lake. 
The river's flood plain included the area now 
occupied by lower Scotia and the area west of 
it. The flood plain gradually narrowed and the 
river channel deepened next to the slight bluff 
on which the Stockade was built. 

The low rolling hills and depressi ans north 
of tl:e Scoti a~Glenvi lle area were formed by 
glacial deposits. The depressions were creat
ed_when pieces of ice left beneath glacial de
br, s melted and the ground above sank. 

I W?uld like to end this article with an ex
p'.ession of th~nks to my husband, Tom, a geolo
~ist by avocation, for his help in interpret
in~ Mr. Stoller's work. Actually, it was only 
fair tha! he he)p after suggesting the subject 
a~d getting me into this predicament in the 
first place. But it was fun. 

Janet Seery 
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Five-year-old Jackie Tario, a Glenville girl 
who "has been designing her own Christmas and 
Easter cards s i nee she was 3-1 /2", was announc
ed the winner of Channel 17's "Misteroger's 
drawing contest last week. 

The contest began in February, when fans of 
the afternoon children's program were asked to 
send in a drawing of their favorite animal 
character on the show. Several hundred entries 
were received and Jackie's drawing of X The Owl 
was chosen at the end of the month. She was in
vited to appear and received her prize, a huge 
stuffed St. Bernard named "Benedict", before 
the cameras of Channel 17. 

"Hollywood, here I come!" Jackie said to her 
mother the morning before she appeared at the 
station. As she was ushered into the Riverside 
School studios she exuded confidence, 'saying 
"no" she was not nervous, examining the micro
phones and asking if there would be "an audience 
like the Carol Burnett Show?" 

Dressed in a candy-cane pink dress and ac
companied by her mother, Jackie breezed through 
the ceremonies like a veteran. As the cameras 
rolled, she explained to Joan Lapp, who awarded 
the prize, that she had picked X The Owl as her 
entry "because he learned his alphabet." 

Jackie is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur 
Tario of 6 Horstman Drive in Glenville. A 
kindergartener at St. Joseph's School in Scotia, 
she has never had a pet before and was happy to 
make "Benedict" her first acquisition. Channel 
17 was equally happy to have been able to give 
"Benedict" to such a cute and creative winner. 

Mary Bi ggars 

A WORD ABOUT TIDINGS: How does one go about 
getting the news for Tidings? The obvious an
swer is call friends and acquaintances. True, 
but this has limitations, it fails to cover all 
of the Stockade area. The same names would ap
pear in every issue, while oth.ers would appear 
seldom for lack of contacts. In an effort to 
extend the coverage of Tidings I was fortunate 
to find a group of very able assistant report
ers. The week before the material is due I 
call Clara Tournier, 10 N. College St., Eleanor 
Wasson, 118 N. Ferry St., Theresa Witkowski, 22 
Ingersoll Ave., and Charlotte Buttino, 153 Front! 
St. They make numerous phone calls in their 
neighborhood and have the information for me in 
time to be typed for the editors. Without their 
help and cooperation much of the news coverage 
would not be possible. This marks the 25th 
article I have done for the Spy since October 
1964; and now to give credit where credit is 
due, may I express my sincere thanks to my as
sistant reporters and all the others who have 
helped me make the numerous and time-consuming 
phone calls necessary to bring Tidings to you. 

Dolores Copper 


