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RIVERSIDE SCHOOL NEWS 

Early morning French will again be taking 
place for the 5th and 6th graders on Wednesdays 
from 7:30 to 8:30. The children will thus have 

. an opportunity to work on special projects and 
have added opportunities in French education. 
They will read books used by French children 
of their age and learn French and European 
culture with the aid of songs, dances, films, 
film strips and records. This is a voluntary 
project on the children's parts. 

On March 5th Riverside's answer to the 
Beatles· (Sue Quinn, Jennifer George, Katie 
Rapple and Heidi Harlow, along with their 
guitars) was the program of this month's 
Assembly Sing. The girls sang a few favorites 
with zeal and zest. 

On Wednesday, March 31, we will all have 
an opportunity to watch the new auditorium 
curtains rise on a five-act play about the 
Revolutionary War. All friends and parents 
are invited. 

Kindergarten registration will take place 
in early April. The same format used last 
year applies. Mrs. Davidoff, School Nurse, 
and Mr. Van Buren will be making appoint
ments to visit each parent in school or at 
home if small children present baby sitting 
problems. At this meeting parents should have 
a copy of the child's birth or baptismal 
certificate and an up-to-date record of in
noculations. An appointment will then be made 
for the child to visit the Kindergarten class 
room later in the spring, accompanied by 
his parent. 

Mr. Pacelli' s class is beginning to make 
plans for their May 22nd overnight camping 
trip to Tippecanoe, the YMCA camp. Naturally, 
a trip of this nature requires a great deal of 
advance preparation so the boys and girls 
will be working hard. 

Mrs. Bailey's fifth and sixth grade class 
is working toward the social studies oriented 
class trip to Boston in June. If all goes well 
the trip has overnight possibilities but will 
definitely be a full day's trip. Some of the 
tentative plans include a visit to the historic 
and cultural centers of Boston as well as 
such "fun" things as a tour of a Coast Guard 
weather patrol ship and a visit to the popular 
beach areas near Boston. 

St 0 ckade Assexft'ctilon. 
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FIRST REFORMED CHURCH 

The traditional Service of Tenebrae will be 
held at First Reformed Church on Maundy 
Thursday at 8 P.M., and on the following day, 
Good Friday, First Reformed will be host to 
the Council of Churches for the Good Friday 
services from noon--to 3 P.M--; Seven ministers 
from various area churches will each use as 
his theme one of the Last Words. The service 
will also include scripture and music. 

The Lenten Series at First Reformed will 
begin on March 10 with Dr. Norman Hope, 
Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton, 
N. J. as speaker. Other speakers for this 
-series will be: 

Mar. 17, Dr. John Redhead, First Presby
terian Church, Greensboro, N. C. 

Mar. 24, Dr. Edwin McLane, formerly 
minister of First Reformed, now with 
First Congregational Church, Chappaqua, 
N.Y. 

Mar. 31, Dr. Lowell Ditzen, Exec. Sec'y. 
and Director of the Center of the Council 
for the Presbyterian Church, Washington, 
D.C. 

April , 7, the Youth Festival Presentation. 

ST. GEORGE'S CHURCH 

The Rev. Darwin Kirby, Jr., Rector, will 
preach on the Sundays in Lent, and a Holy Hour 
will be observed each Friday evening at 8 P. M. 
in the church. 

The special Lenten Series this year will be 
on Wednesday evenings, beginning March l0at 
7:30 P. M. in the church. The Rev. Dr. James 
A. Carpenter, Professor of Dogmatic Theology 
at the General Theological Seminary, New York 
City, will conduct these informal services on 
the theme "The Eternal Spring." The series 
will be preceded by an informal supper for the 
Parish family in the Great Hall at 6:30 P. M., 
prepared and served by various organizations 
of the Parish. 

13 UNION STREET 

POLLUTION ABATEMEN'l' REPORT 

Were James Fenimore Cooper alivetoday, 
he would hardly recognize the historic Mohawk 
River fed by Adirondack mountain streams 
which he wrote about. Today the river is fed 
by these same streams, but also has millions 
of gallons of polluting sewage pumped into 
it daily. 

Stoc~aders, because of our closeness to 
the river and our own Riverside Park, have 
a special reason for concern about the pollu
tion problem, and how the Maha wk can again 
be turned into the sparkling river it was when 
many of the houses in this area were first 
built. 

A<:cording to Joseph Carlo, a member of 
the Schenectady County . Pollution Abatement 
Council, Schenectady, Scotia and Rotterdam 
h~ ve sewage treatment plants which clean 
more than 95% of all the water and waste 
which • flow into the river from these three 
commun-ities. General Electric also has its 
own treatment plant which returns to the river 
the 3-5 million gallons of water used each 
day "cleaner than when they got it." 

Other cities, such as Amsterdam and 
Utica, are just now in the research stages of 
building sewage treatment plants, and are 
being urged on by programs such as the state 
Jaycees "Clean Waters" project. 

Mr. Carlo said that the Mohawk River 
•
11 cleans itself" about every twenty miles, 
providing that no new sewage is dumped into 
it. Consequently, it is possible to have a 
"class B classification" area (water suitable 
for swimming) such as the Crescent area, 
5-7 miles down-river from Schenectady. It is 
also possible to have the entire length of the 
river again suitable for swimming and recrea
tion, if no stream is used as an open sewer. 
That is the goal of all the pollution abatement 
programs. 

He also pointed out that, "Once we lick 
water pollution problems, we may be faced 
with scenery pollution." When the river again 
becomes clean enough for recreational activi
ties in it and along its banks, the banks may 
become lined with billboards and "hot-dog 
shacks." Therefore, he said, action should 
be taken now to prevent this from becoming 
a problem in the future. The Schenectady 
County Pollution Abatement Council has 
recommended to local areas that they rezone 
land along the river. 

Another river problem, which Stockaders 
are especially familiar with, is the overflow
ing of the Mohawk in the early spring. This 
flooding results from a ''bottleneck'' about 
4 miles downstream from Schenectady, which 
Mr. Car lo calls the Rexford "Palisades." 
The river is only about 180 feet wide at this 
point and the banks are cliffs for about a 
mile and a quarter, which make it difficult 
for a great amount of water to flow through. 

Mr. Carlo noted that many area people 
probably remember the 1960 Army Engineers 
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A QUESTION OF ZONING (PART· lZ") 

The article last month concerning the 
Historic Zoning Ordinance concluded with 
section 6 which establishes the composition 
of the Historic District Commission and the 
length of each commissioners term. Now we 
move into section 7 covering the duties and the 
powers of the Historic District Commission. 
This section consists of four parts; the first 
covering the general duties and powers of the 
Commission, while the second, third and 
fourth parts cover the specific standards the 
Commission is to apply in the exercise of 
their general powers. 

Section 7 begins by stating the Commission 
is ''to review all plans for construction, 
alteration, repair, or demolition of structures 
in the Historic District," and shall pass upon 
these plans before a building permit is issued 
by the Building Inspector. The ordinance allows 
the Commission to pass only on exterior fea
tures of a structure "visible from the public 
way, and .... not .... interior arrangements." 

An important element is that all plans for 
any change to a structure are to be submitted 
to the Historic District Commission. Since 
structures are involved, it follows that "plans" 
would be drawings of any alteration, repair or 
construction to be done to any building in the 
Historic District. The ordinance does not allow 
for verbal description of proposed projects. 
A second important feature of this section is 
that only exterior features are involved. It is 
not necessary for the Commission to approve 
building permits required for interior altera
tions since such alterations are not seen from 
the streets or park. 

In reviewing plans the Commission is re
quired, under Article 7, to give consideration 
to: 

1. "The historical or architectural value 
and significance of the structure as well 
as its relationship to the historic value 
of the surrounding area. 

2. "The general appropriateness of ex
terior design, arrangement, texture, and 
materials proposed to be used. 

3. "To any other feature, including aes
thetic, which it deems pertinent." 

These three considerations give the His
toric District Commission wide powers over 
the appearance of the Historic District. For 
instance, the Commission can consider a 
building important enough to save, not only 
because it is historical, but because of its 
relationship to the surrounding area, and be
cause it is worthwhile to save from an archi
tectural point of view. The Commission also 

has the responsibility to approve textures; 
that is, the Commission can decide a wide 
clapboard is not appropriate, but a narrow 
clapboard is. In addition, the Commission has 
a responsibility under the Ordinance to main
tain the aesthetics, or high standards of ap
pearance, of the Historic District. The Ordi
nance gives the Commission a responsibility 
difficult to define, and difficult to administer. 
However, this responsibility is extremely 
important to the area as a whole. Aesthetic 
considerations will, in the final analysis, de
termine the appearance, and thus affect the 
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LETTERS 

TO THE EDITOR 

The Editor 
The stockade Spy 
Schenectady, N. Y. 

Dear Sir: 

20 Bacon street 
Winchester, Mass. 
February 12, 1965 

Letters from Schenectady friends speak 
of their concern for the future of the ancient 
building at 13 Union street, in recent years 
the former home of the Schenectady County 
Historical Society. The writer, a fairly fre
quent visitor to Schenectady, shares in their 
concern, if there is a real possibility that so 
integral a part of the stockade area is to be 
disfigured or even destroyed. Such an out
come would certainly be a great loss to the 
community and a source of dismay to all 
those who are interested in the preservation 
and restoration of the stockade Area as an 
historic district. 

The facade of this building on Union street 
is an unspoiled example of the architecture 
of the era in which it was built, a well-defined 
expression of the architectural mood of the 
mid-19th century. The smooth, hard planes 
of the brick walls, the heavy overhang of the 
cornice, the heavy woodwork of the window 
sash all give a feeling of density and weight 
which would be oppressive were it not lightened 
by the delicate projections on the wall and the 
balanced spacing of the simply treated window 
and door openings. The whole forms a com
position of mildly monumental impressiveness, 
dignity and power. It seems to be a quite suc
cessful yet uncommon example of the archi
tectural design of the pre-Civil War period of 
invention and growth when monumental elegance 
was sought for large structures. Although 
Richard Upj ohn is generally regarded as the 
most notable architect of that time, this re
markable facade suggests that at least one of 
his contemporaries was endowed with some
thing of the same genius. 

But the architectural merit of the old His
torical Society building is not the only factor 
to be considered, for it is only one of a col
lection of structures which, taken together 
are the basis of the historic interest and 
charm of the stockade Area. It is the entire 
historic district which is the unit of conse
quence. Take away a building here, inject a 
parking lot there, disfigure a facade in one 
place and put in an incongruity in another and 
the whole fabric falls apart. It is no more. 

The stockade Area, in addition to its fame 
as the site of a tragic event in early colonial 
history, contains a rather unique group of 
buildings dating from the early years of the 
settlement on through the Civil War period of 
the last century. Nearly all of these buildings 
are in a good to excellent state of preserva
tion and are currently in use. This relatively 
small area contains what may be termed a 
living history of architecture as it developed 
in upper New York state. In addition the 
buildings and their surroundings have so 
blended and mellowed through the years that 
they form a delightful, harmonious whole of 
unusual charm. The appeal of the stockade 
Area is fully as great and distinctive in its 
own way as that other widely known residential 
historic area, Beacon Hill in Boston. If prop
erly nursed and developed, it can become an 
even greater community asset, for the day 
will come when it will be ''discovered'' by a 
larger public than that which already ap
preciates it. 

As appreciation of this community asset 
of exceptional value continues to grow, local 
opinion will be even more alert to protect it 
and fewer inappropriate proposals will be 
made at the risk of community censure. The 
stockade Area is already far too well-estab
lished as an historic district of importance 
to give rise to any very serious apprehension 
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Pl 
SOLD! 
TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER! 
A GREAT PIECE OF SCHENECTADY'S 

HISTORY! 

I am sure you all know the building about 
which I am talking, that building down on 
Union street which, with the possible exception 
of 108, can tell more stories about legal goings 
on in our earlier history than any other build
ing I know. 

This noble building at No. 13 has many 
attributes. No. 1 it is a superlative example 
of a particular period of American Architec
ture, the period of Romanticism. It is probably 
the best we have in Schenectady. It expresses 
Ruskin in Literature, and Upjohn, Lefever 
and Renwick in Architecture, those great men 
who held sway over the design of buildings in 
America between 1830 and 1850, the period in 
which No. 13 was built. 

Perhaps,. dear reader, you don't a_ctmire 
buildings of these times. At one point in my 
career I didn't either. I once thought that the 
only good Architecture was the truly old or 
the shocking new. I have learned differently. 
I have learned that Architecture is an expres
sion in static form, of Man's tastes and as
pirations and should be appreciated as such. 
I have also learned that buildings, whether 
good or bad aesthetically, become friends 
through our personal associations with them 
and their particular place in society. 

No. 13 fills such a place for me. Yes, as 
I reminisce, this building is truly part of my 
life, truly an old friend. It was on those steps 
that I often tightened up my roller skates. It 
was behind her walls that I hid while playing 
"cops and robbers." Many times while Sur
rogates Court was being held, we kids, play
ing outside, were told to "Shut Up!!." It was 
here, too, that I took dancing lessons. When 
the Surrogates Court moved to other quarters 
that great Master of Choreography, Mr. Van 
Aarnum, rented the great hall upstairs. Here 
he conducted a sort of Quaker meeting. Girls 
on one side of the house, boys on the other. 

'' Boys come over. No running! Bow to your 
partner! Dance! 1-2-1-2." 

Later the County Board of Supervisors let 
the Historical Society use the place. While 
No. 13 served in this stead, I spent numerous 
hours within these gracious walls doing re
search on the Architectural history of the 
Mohawk Valley. What fabulous documents were 
housea. tfiere ! 

In more recent years the County Planning 
Board had offices there. Many are the times 
that I walked through the welcoming doors to 
talk with Jim Hughes, County Director of 
Planning, to discuss preservation in Sche
nectady County. Our discussions included 
historic sites, forest areas, buildings worth 
saving throughout the County, includingNo.13. 
Jim has gone on to broader fields. I wish him 
"success." And I hope for his sake, mine (to 
be selfish) and many others including genera
tions to come that the new owners of No. 13 
will respect these walls as a great heritage. 

Giles Y. van der Bogert 



TIDINGS 

Notes 'n Comments: Youth is such a wonderful 
thing it is a shame to waste it on the young. 
Too soon we grow old and too late smart -
just discovered how to find out if you are 
destined to be a success or a failure in life. 
The test is simple and infallible, so they say. 
'' Are you able to save money? If not, drop out. 
You will lose." The alternative· might be to 
find someone with a lot of money and open a 
'joint' checking account with them. Just wishful 
thinking - so with the news. 

Belles and Wedding Bells: The engagement of 
Miss Barbara Ann Donnelly to Mr. William 
David Mathes was recently announced by her 
parents Mr. and Mrs. William R. Donnelly of 
Chagrin Falls, Ohio. Miss Donnelly is the 
granddaughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank E. 
Harvey of Front st. Barbara and William are 
seniors at Michigan state University. The 
wedding will take plae-e on-July-3 at-K--i-f'k in 
the Hills, Bloomfield Hills, Mich .... Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Zukauskas of North College st. 
announced the engagement of their daughter, 
Christine Ann, to Joseph N. Florio, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Florio of Avenue B. 
No date has been set for the wedding. Christine, 
a graduate of Linton High School, is attending 
the Gorham School of Beauty Culture. Joseph, 
also a graduate of Linton is serving in the 
Army stationed at Fort Sam Houston in Texas. 

stockade Guest Book: Mrs. Roland D. Thomson 
of Union st. has had as her guests Mrs. Henry 
H. Gardner of Quoque, L.I., and Mrs. Harold 
Clark of Washington, D.C .... Mrs. William R. 
Donnelly of Chagrin Falls, Ohio has been the 
guest of her parents Mr. and Mrs. Frank E. 
Harvey of Front st. 

stork-set News: Mr. and Mrs. Mina Kamegai 
of Washington Ave. are the happy parents of 
a baby girl, stephnie Marie Haunni, born 
Jan. 25th. Mina and Betty are from Hawaii, 
and Mina is a physicist at G~ E. Atomic Knolls 
Laboratory. 

Travel Department: Elizabeth Joyce has re
turned from several weeks vacation in sunny 
Arizona. 

Have you heard? The Civic Players will pre
sent the Childrens Hour by Lillian Hellman, 
March 15th through 20th. It will be directed 
by Jean Kestenbaum, assisted by stockader 
Margaret Eighmey. The sets are being de
signed by Werner Feibes, and the costumes 
by Mildred Ey, assisted by Gail Rapple. Bill 
Braden has charge of the lighting and Jo 
Braden will again lend her talents in the 
acting department. 

by Neeltje de Graff 
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of unsuitable proposals on the part of the 
Mohawk Club, the new owner of the Union 
street property. It is to be expected that the 
club, which has within its membership many 
community leaders of sensitivity and good 
will, will work patiently and creatively with 
the Historic District Commission and the 
stockade Association to find a use for the 
property which neither destroys the building 
nor changes the exterior appearance. 

Bradford U. Eddy 
Architect 

ARTIST OF THE MONTH 

This month's contributing artist is Miss 
Gail Rapple of 7 Washington Avenue. Gail is 
a senior at st. Agnes' School for Girls in 
Albany and plans to continue her art studies 
next year at college. 
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AT THE 
INDIAN 

Children's Concert 

The 27th Annual Children's Concert pre
sented by the Junior League of Schenectady 
will be held on Friday, April 30 at 9:45 A.M. 
at Proctor's Theatre. The concert will feature 
the Schenectady Symphony Orchestra, con
ducted by Anthony Pezzano. Janet Masur, 
fifteen-year old sophomore at Burnt Hills
Ballston Lake High School will be guest violin 
soloist. 

All 4th, 5th and 6th grade students invited 
last year will again be asked to participate. 
Tickets will be available at area elementary 
schools April 6, 7 and 8. Price of admission 
is 50<;. 

The program includes works by Bizet, 
Granados, Mendelssohn and Glazunov. Miss 
Masur' s solo will be the Andante from Men
delssohn's Violin Concerto. A community sing, 
directed by Mr. Rufus Wheeler, will be held 
during intermission. 
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worth, cif the Disfrfot over a long period of 
time. Yet the Commission can only establish 
standards as -problems of alteration, repair, 
restoration, and construction are brought to 
them. Thus, after aperiodoftimethe residents 
of the Historic District can look to the Historic 
District Commission for written standards of 
aesthetics, or at the least a pattern of aes
thetics. Then an owner may be able to re
model and maintain his building according to 
known and understood standards which will 
maintain the appearance of the District at a 
high level. Until such standards are worked 
out, only high levels of taste and wide archi
tectural knowledge of each Commissioner will 
prevent the Historic District from becoming 
just another city area ready for an urban re
newal project. 

The first specific standard under the duties 
and powers of the Commission deals with 
alterations, repairs, and additions, and thel 
Historic District Ordinance states that such 
"alterations, repairs, and additions to exist
ing buildings shall either be made consistent 
with the spirit of their architectural style," 
or the structure may be altered ''to an ap
propriate appearance consistent with the 
architectural styles of historic value existing 
in the Historic District." This particular 
part of section 7, then, restrains the Com
mission from allowing a hodge-podge of archi
tectural styles and inappropriate architectural 
details to grow by degrees and eventually de
grade the District. It gives one basis among 
many for the aesthetic values the Commission 
is enjoined to consider when plans are sub
mitted to them for changes to be made to 
structures in the District. This specific stand
ard does not favor any one architectural style, 
but it does not allow for any jarring structure 
to appear in the District. Many types of archi
tecture can exist in the District as long as 
these styles are harmonious. In other words, 
if a person lool<:ed down a street'in the District 
he should not be able to see a Federal two
story house with a parking lot next to it, a 
glass and steel building rising 10 stories next 
to the lot, a California bungalow next, and 
finally a private garage. This is not archi
tectural harmony. The point of this specific 
standard is unity of structures without rigid 
architectural style. 

J.L.E. 
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hearing on the problem. Last year money was 
allocated for a study and the members of the 
Schenectady Yacht Club have volunteered the 
use of their boats for the investigation. 

Mr. Carlo also said that theMohawkRiver
Erie Canal is the only non-federal canal sys
tem in the country. It is wholly state sup
ported, so it is up to us, in New York state to 
properly maintain this waterway and see that 
it is 0nce again clean and beautiful. 




