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LETTER TO COMMISSION 

The following letter concerning '' 13 Union 
Street" was sent to the Historic District Com­
mission. It represents the viewpoint of the 
Board of Directors of the Stockade Association. 
The ~ would welcome comments on this 
matter: 

April 30, 1965 

Gen. William H. Milton, Chairman 
- Historic District Commission 

Schenectady, New York 

Dear General Milton: 

The Historic District Ordinance and decisions 
of the Historic District Commission have a far­
reaching affect on the residents of the stockade 
and the City in many ways. Certainly property 
values of the entire Stockade area are in a 
large part dependent upon the protection the 
law affords the area from losing its unique 
appearance and atmosphere. Maintenance and 
renovation costs are also affected by the 
Ordinance, but more directly affected by 
precedents established by decisions of the 
Commission. The Stockade residents and the 
people of the city at large are affected by being 
educated to the value of the area to the com­
munity and the state, a responsibility that is 
inherently a part of the Commission's opera­
tions. 
Recognizing these reasons, the Ordinance has 
provided that all regular and special meetings 
of the Commission are open to the public. 
However, if the Commission meetings are 
held at a time when most citizens cannot 
attend, the benefits of the Commission's dis­
cussions and decisions are not fully realized 
by the city and Stockade residents. Presently 
the Commission meetings are being held at 
4:00 p.m. once a month, as a general rule. 
This time is found to be inconvenient, not only 
to those who must go to business, but also 
housewives who find late afternoon an im­
portant time in their day. 

The Stockade Association recognizes that the 
work of the Commission can be greatly facili­
tated when there is a fully informed public. 
In addition, the Association has had many 
members inquire when and where the Com­
mission meets. Therefore, the Board of the 
Stockade Association requests the Commis­
sion to schedule evening meetings and inform 
the public in reasonable time when the meet­
ings are to be held. The Board feels this would 
be to the benefit of the Commission, the As­
sociation, and residents of the area and the 
city. 

To inform the citizens of the Stockade Area of 
your decision in this matter, may I please 
have your answer in a letter so that your con­
clusions may be published in the Stockade Spy. 
Since the last issue of the Spy will be the 
June issue, it would be advantageous to receive 
your reply before the end of May, the June Spy 
deadline. --

cc:_P. Roan 

Very truly yours, 

John L. Elsbree, President 
Stockade Association 

CMUJlt" NE. W 5 
ST. GEORGE'S CHURCH 

The Rev. George Barry Ford of New York 
City was guest of honor at St. George's Church 
on May 9th. Father Ford, formerly pastor of 
Corpus Christi in New York, is a very dis­
tinguished Roman Catholic Priest and ambas­
sador of good will. He is head of the Morning­
side Heights Development and Chairman of 
the four million-dollar drive for the Columbia 
School of Social Research. He is also Presi­
dent of Freedom House in New York and a 
leader in the cause of church unity ~nd the 
Ecumenical movement. 

T~e Rev. J. V. Langmead Casserley, M.A., 
D. Litt., F.K.C., Professor of Apologetics at 
Seabury-Western Theological Seminary 
Evanston, Ill., will address the entire parish 
on Sunday evening, May 16, sponsored by the 
Georgians, on "The Faith and Automation." 

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH 

On June 6th, thirty-five eighth-graders, 
members of the Confirmation Class, of First 
Reformed Church, will be received into the 
church during the morning worship service. 
A reception on the church lawn will follow 
with the youngsters and congregation enjoying 
cookies and punch together. 

t 
TEACHER RECOGNITION DAY 

:reacher Recognition Day will be celebrated 
m the Stockade at a punch party to be held 
at 3:30 PM ,May 18, at 33 Front street. 
Stockaders interested in meeting the stafL 
of Riverside School are cordially invited. 

• 
STOCKADERS AMONG CIVIL 
RIGHTS FUND RAISERS 

Shortly after the march to Selma, Alabama, 
a group known as Schenectady Performers for 
Civil Rights was formed to help raise funds for 
participating organizations. Active from the 
outset were Sam and Pam Morrell of North 
Street, Jo Braden of Green Street and Sandi 
Gruberg of Front Street. Pam is now a mem­
ber of the executive committee, Jo is business 
manager and Sandi executive secretary. The 
Performers will present a review Footlights 
for ~reedom at the Linton High School, Sunday 
evenmg, June 6. Among the performers will 
be Ken Malcolm of Ferry Street, manager of 
the Clan MacRae Pipe Band, and bassist Ron 
Healy of Front street. Other area residents 
assisting the Performers are Joan Lapp 
Virginia Kambour, Jean Eichenberger and' 
Barrie Covert, all doing publicity. 

DISPOSITION OF THE HISTORIC 
BUILDING AT 13-15 UNION STREET 

History tells us this two-story building was 
built by the Schenectady County Board of 
Supervisors in 1870-71 and used by the County 
Clerk, the County Treasurer, the County Judge 
and Surrogate, the Board of Supervisors and 
a state Law Library, for many years. In 1914 
the Schenectady County Historical Society 
moved their HrE:rcUl'ds-and relics" from the 
Free Public Library on Union Street to the 
"old County Building at 13 Union street," 
'' graciously placed at our disposal by Sche­
nectady County at a nominal rent for a short 
term of years,'' The Historical Society moved 
to its present location on Washington A venue 
in 1958, and the Building has been used since 
by several organizations. 

In January
1
1965,the County sold this build­

ing and its extensive grounds to the highest 
bidder, namely the Mohawk Club for $40,000, 
there being other lower bids. At the time of 
sale there were several bidders who con­
sidered making the building into apartments. 
Since the Mohawk Club adjoins the building, 
it is assumed that the Club was seeking an 
outlet for expansion. 

In March,1965, it became known that the 
Mohawk Club had applied to the Building In­
spector of the City for a permit to allow the 
demolition of the Building, pave the area for 
parking, and build a wall at the building line 
to screen the area. Since this Building is 
located in the area known as the Historic 
District, its disposition comes under the 
authority of the Historic District Commis­
sion, whose duties are spelled out in the City 
Ordinance No. 14221, adopted May 14, 1962. 
As would be expected, many individuals and 
organizations including the Stockade Associa­
tion, made their wishes known to the effect 
that the Building should be preserved. 

m April 'Ith• 1965, the CommissiDILcalleu_-~----­
a public meeting at the City Hall to hear 
speakers and to accept written reports from 
all who wished to be heard on the matter at 
hand, namely the request by the Mohawk Club 
to have a permit to demolish the Building. 
The Commissioners present were General 
Wm. H. Milton Jr.,-Chairman, Giles Y. van 
der Bogert, John Warren Joyce and Judge Wm. 
J. Quinn. After setting the ground rules for 
the number of speakers, time limits, etc. the 
chairman called upon the representatives of 
the Club to state their case. There were about 
50 people in the audience. 

CONTINUED ON PR6£ 3 
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HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
DECISION 

At the hearing the Historic District Com­
mission held on April 7, 1965 at City Hall on 
the demolition permit requested by the Mohawk 
Club for 13 Union street, your president re­
quested the Commission deny the permit, but 
also requested the Commission to go on record 
saying 13 Union street should be saved perma­
nently. The Association voted at the March 
meeting that the building should be preserved 
permanently. As a result of the Commission's 
deliberations based on the information pre- . 
sented to it at the hearing on April 7, the fol­
lowing resolution was transmitted to the Presi­
dent of the stockade Association: 

''RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE 
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

April 7, 1965 

"Re: Application to Demolish 13-15 Union 
street 

''Whereas it has been shown by experts that 
No. 13-15 Union street is historically im­
portant both architecturally and structurally, 
and from both standpoints is worthy of 
preservation, and whereas it has b_een sh_own 
that this building complements its neigh­
bors and holds an important place in the 
continuity of that urban area of the City of 
Schenectady known as the stockade Area, 
which area because of its unique historic 
value has been designated by City Ordinance 
to be preserved in accordance with the 
Ordinance. 

"Now therefore be it resolved that the ap­
plication for permit for demolition of No. 
13-15 Union street requested by the Mohawk 
Club be denied. 

"And be it further resolved that this Com­
mission instruct the Building Inspector of 
the City of Schenectady to issue no permit 
for the demolition of the building at No.13-
15 Union street. 

'' And be it further resolved that said Com­
mission request the owner of No. 13-15 
Union street to work with said Commission 
to study the uses to which the building in 
question can be put, in accordance with t~e 
Historic Zoning Ordinance so that said 
building may be preserved. 

Signed: William H. Milton, Jr. 
Chairman'' 

The Commission deserves the gratitude of 
the Association and is to be congratulated on 
its denial of the building permit. The building 
is temporarily saved! It is hoped thatthe study 
ref erred to in the last paragraph will result 
in a permanent use of the building so that it 
need never be destroyed. 

However, the full resolution does raise a 
question. The Commission did not state the 
building should be saved permanently as re­
quested by the stockade Association. Nor has 
the Association received any explanation as 
to why this request of the Association's does 
not appear in the resolution. We feel we are 
due this explanation, since our request was 
made formally at an open meeting. 

J'LE 

Belles and Wedding Bells: April 26th, Miss 
Barbara Lasky, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles W. Lasky of Ingersoll Ave., became 
the bride of Jeffrey Wray Jordan, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. F. Wray Jordan of Troy. Barbara is 
a graduate of Linton High School and Albany 
Business College. She is presently employed 
as a computer programmer at Alco Products, 
Inc. Jeffrey graduated from LaSalle Institute 
and Providence College. Following a wedding 
trip to the Elbo Beach Surf Club, Bermuda, 
they will reside in Schenectady. Our best 
wishes for every happiness ..... Announce­
ment has been made of the engagement of Miss 
Sarah Alliger Wyatt of North Church st., 
daughter of Frederic Alliger Wyatt of Los 
Angeles, Calif., and Mrs. Margaret Clowe 
Wyatt of No. Church st., to Howard stevenson, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph S. stevenson of 
Salt Lake City. Sarah attends Boston University 
and is a provisional member of the Schenectady 
Junior League. Her fiance is an-alumnus of 
stanford University. A doctoral candidate at 
Harvard University, he will graduate from 
Harvard Business Sc; ool in June. A June 
wedding is planned 

Miss Faith Swee Tin Goh of Singapore 
b~~;~e the bride of The Rev. stanley Ye Kung 
Yin on May 11th at the First Refo~~ed Church. 
Rev. Ye Kung Yin is assistant minister of the 
church. 

Parties: Mrs. Roland D. Thomson, Union 
st., entertained at a dinner party in the Van 
Dyck for the out of town guests who attended 
the wedding of her granddaughter, Miss Donna 
Woodin, and Ronald Howells ..... The Rev. 
Dr. and Mrs. J. Dean Dykstra and Mr. and 
Mrs. C. William Huntley, Union College 
Grounds, entertained at a luncheon in the 
Huntley home for Rev. and Mrs. stanley Ye 
Kung Yin and members of their bridal party 
..... Also, Mrs. Goh Kok Kee of Singapore, 
Malaysia entertained at a wedding dinner in 
the home' of Mr. and Mrs. Caleb Paine, Rosen­
dale Rd., in honor of Rev. and Mrs. stanley 
Ye Kung Yin. 

New Neighbors: Mr. Eugene Taylor Wilkins, 
formerly of Waverly Place, has moved to his 
new home at 103 Front st ..... Miss Jean 
McCormick is now residing at 1 College st. 

Travel or the stockade Marco Polos: Mrs. 
Albertina' P. Jerome of Washington Ave. has 
returned from a trip to the West Coast, New 
Mexico and Arizona. She was the guest of Mr. 
and Mrs. Peter Botsford in Boulder, Colo .... 
Bill DeDe and daughter, Susie Quinn of Ferry 
st. flew by way of Pan Am for a ten day vaca­
tion at Antigua, British West Indies. They 
stayed at the Caribbean Beach Club. De De says 
it is wonderful there and, like all vacations, 
this one ended too soon .... Also, John Day of 
Ferry st. joined his family from Connecti~ut 
for a holiday vacation in Antigua, West Indies 
..... Ernest Cohen has returned from three 
weeks vacation. He flew to Venice, then by 
boat cruised around the Greek Isles, Greece 
and on to Israel .... Horace Van Voast and 
Gen. William Milton, both of Front st., together 
with four friends, spent 18 days sailing in the 
American and British West Indies on Mr. Van 
Voast's schooner, Onward III. Amongthe~or~s 
o'call were st. John, st. Thomas, Virgm 
Islands, st. Croix and Gorda. Methinks this a 
vacation most any man would envy ..... Mr. 
Jacob Frankel of North Church st. has returned 
from a trip to the West Coast, Los Angeles and 
Las Vegas. 

More New Neighbors: The small grey build­
ing at 113 S. Ferry st. has been bought by 
Alexander G. MacDonald and will be occupied 
by his public relations firm. ~he stre~t floor 
will house the main offices with drafting and 
design departments on the second floor. 
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SOUNDS 

It takes a lot of things to make up a neigh­
borhood.- It takes people, buildings and, above 
all, lovely familiar sounds. Of course over the 
decades these familiar sounds change. We no 
longer hear the cattle lowing in the commons 
as the settlers did, although, until quite re­
cently, we used to hear the harbinger of a 
good day, John Burch's rooster. These sounds 
are gone as is the sound of the horn of a 
barge on the Erie Canal asking that the bridge 
up on Union street be raised. I could go on in 
this vein and become completely nostalgic 
telling you of historic sounds like sleigh bells 
in the silence of a new fallen snow. But this 
is not my purpose. I want to listen to our cur­
rent sounds with you. 

There is one sound that we hear in the 
stockade that has come down to us through 
history. That is the sonorous toll of the bell 
in the Tower of the Dutch Church which strikes 
out the hours. Throughout our history the bell 
in the Dutch Church has been the official time 
piece of our City and is still maintained by the 
City! 

There is another sound which time may 
• soon erase. This is a sound which has par­
ticular significance to me. It is- a passing 
sound in more senses than one. It is the sound 
of the railroad trains. Many years ago when 
the New York Central was big and I was small, 
my Mother told me that when you hear the 
railroad trains, it will rain. Infallibly cor:ect! 
I advise you now that, if you hear a tram or 
if you hear the chimes at Union Co,llege, d_on't 
plan a barbeque in the garden. You 11 be ramed 
out! 

I suppose that all sounds have significance 
and that is why they become a part of the 
neighborhood and part of us. The church bells 
ringing on Sunday morning, the far off moan of 
"Scotia Cow," our own fire siren on Erie 
Boulevard, the horns of the boats on the Barge 
Canal, and the whirr of outboards on the River 
are all part of the stockade. So are the sounds 
of barking dogs, the scream of the Blue Jay, and 
the song of the Robin. But. there is one con­
fusion of sounds. Is it a Cardinal, or is it 
Judge Quinn whistling for his dog? 

by Giles Y. van der Bogert 



RIVERSIDE SCHOOL NEWS 

The majority of our 6th graders are plan­
ning to attend Oneida Junior High School next 
year. On May 13th they attended -an orientation 
me2ting there. Those planning to go to Central 
Park, Van Corlear or Washington Irving will 
probably visit his selected school in the near 
future for orientation. 

On June 2nd and 3rd Mrs. Bailey's class 
will take its long a waited trip to Boston to 
culminate this year's social studies unit. Mrs. 
Bailey will be assisted by the following teachers 
in the supervision of the children: Mrs. Tuft 
(librarian), Miss Burr (school nurse), Mr. 
Hughes (speech), and Dr. Robert Page (a native 
Bostonian). Home base will be the Huntington 
Hotel while the students will visit the Freedom 
Trail, Lexington, Concord, the John Hancock 
Building Tower, a Coast Guard Weather Patrol 
boat, and Revere Beach, a recreation facility. 

The annual concert for 4th through 6th 
graders given by the Schenectady Symphony 
Orchestra was attended by 24 youngsters at 
Proctor's Theatre on April 30th. The young 
violinist, orchestral selections and perform­
ance were most enjoyable. 

Mr. Pacelli' s class has com leted lans 
for its trip to the YMCA camp to complete a 
study of the out-of-doors. Mr. Johnson will 
instruct the class in physical education, Miss 
d' Estienne in arts and crafts, Mr. Van Buren 
in language arts, Mr. Hulstrunk in science in 
outdoor education, and Mr. Pacelli in field 
math and over-all supervision. Miss Michele 
Flynn, daughter of Mr. Wm. Flynn, former 
Riverside principal, will help Miss d' Estienne 
chaperone the girls and act as a girls' coun­
selor as this trip will be an overnight project. 

The stage draperies for the Riverside School 
auditorium have been ordered and shouid be 
in place by June 1. 

Survey results are coming in at a highly 
satisfactory rate and plans are being made to 
incorporate materials offered into classwork 
during the coming year. 

by Kay Shanklin 
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COOK OF THE MONTH 

This glamorous summer dessert recipe 
comes to us from Mrs. Willet (Red) Marshall 
of 219 Union st. The Marshalls, long-time 
Schenectady residents, recently moved from 
Glenwood Blvd. to the stockade. 

Agnes says this" extra special" but simple­
to-make torte always receives loads of com­
pliments: 

CHOCOLATE CHANTILLY TORTE 

2 pkgs. (1 1/2 lbs.) sweet chocolate 
3 tbsp. water 
2 egg yolks 
2 tbsp. confec. sugar 
1 cup whipping cream 
2 8-inch sponge layers split to make 4 layers 

stir chocolate and water over low heat until 
smooth. Add egg yolks and beat vigorously 
until smooth. Add sugar. Beat egg whites until 

A letter dated April 5th 1965 was sent by 
the National Trust for Historic Preservation 
to the Commission. It states that the Building 
at 13-15 Union street "has sound architectural 
quality, it is situated in a key part of the pro­
tected area, and the loss of the structure has 
far more than local significance." "At a time 
when the best planning leadership in the nation 
is incorporating legal protectionfor historic 
sites, structures and districts in their broad 
planning programs, it would be regretable for 
a pioneer in the field in New York to take a 
backward step- - - - - . " 

The American Institute of Architects pre­
sented their views through Werner Louis 
Feibes, a local architect, who is the Preserva­
tion Officer of the N. E. New York Chapter. 
The statement mentions the importance of the 
Building as a "genuine unaltered example of 
directly post Civil War architecture," its use 
as a public building of monumental scope and 
size, its floor structure of brick groin vault­
ing, and flat brick arch vaulting - all these 
attributes making the Building historically 
important in the history of structural engi­
neering," and many other points. 

stiff and f Id in o ch 1 ·x ~·--+------,,-oNTTNliE11--l1lfl~llfii·r--:-----------
cream. Put cake layers together by spreading ., 
each with whipped cream and topping with 
1/ 4 chocolate mixture. On top layer spread 
chocolate to the edge so it drips down the 
edges. Chill 4-5 hours. Serves 10-12. 1:....-, 

13·/S (CONT. FRO/ti/ P.1) 

Mr. William Wood, President of the Mohawk 
Club and Mr. Chas. W. Elston, Chairman of 
Buildings and Grounds, spoke briefly to the 
effect that the Mohawk Club was hemmed in 
by other buildings, and that the acquisition of 
13-15 Union street was the first opportunity 
made available to them to obtain land (and 
buildings) for expansion. Further, it was not 
their intention to demolish the Building now, 
but to seek some use for the Building. How­
ever, if no reasonable use could be found by 
the Club then the building could be demolished 
by them a year from now - in accordance with 
the provisions of the Ordinance for structures 
built later than 1825. They assured the Com­
mission that serious thought was being given 
to the finding of some attainable use for the 
Building. 

Mr. John L. Elsbree, President of the 
stockade Association read a statement, repre­
senting the views of the Association, discussed 
at their Directors' meetings, and at a members' 
meeting, strongly urging the Commission not 
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Building, and further ''to work out with the 
present owners of 13 Union street a plan to 
utilize the building without defacing or de­
stroying it." Mr. Elsbree offered the assist­
ance of the stockade Association in finding a 
solution to the use of the building. 

• Professor Bernd Foerster of RP I teaches 
architecture, and is a consultant to the Albany 
Historic Sites Commission, as well as an author 
on the subject of 'architecture Worth Saving.' 
In his absence his statements were read tothe 
Commission, stressing the importance of the 
Building not only to the stockade area, but also 
to the historical districts of the Country. He 
believes "the structure should be saved on 
the basis of its architectural value alone,'' 
and because '' the building is a fine example 
of a more recent but vanishing style-----," 
and because "the structure has a very de­
liberate relation to the adjacent building of the 
Mohawk Club to which it contributes greatly." 
Prof. Foerster points out the mutual agreeable 
relationship of the buildings on the side of 
the street including 13 Union street, and de­
plores any break in that grouping - if the 
Building were demolished. 
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stockade Guest Book: Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert 
Parker of New York City were the recent week­
end guests of Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Garey of 
Union st .... Mr. and Mrs. Edward Thomson 
and Richard Thomson of Clarkson, Mich. were 
recent guests of Mrs. Roland Thomson of 
Union st ..... Mrs. Pearl Woodin of Washington 
Ave. has had as her guest Miss Grace Smith 
of New Haven, Conn .... Lt. j .g. and Mrs. 
William Cohen and son Gregory of Newport, 
R.I. were recent guests of his father Ernest 
Cohen of Front st. William leaves soon on the 
USS Keppler for spring maneuvers in the 
Caribbean. 

Mr. stork Presents: Matthew Ian Judice 
arrived April 11th by way of Bellevue Ma­
ternity Hospital. Matthew confided to me that 
he is being given a royal welcome by his 
parents Mr. and Mrs. Peter F. Judice of 238 
Union st., and he plans to stay with them for 
some time - at least until he gets through 
college, that is. 

by Neeltje de Graff 
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Prof. Harley J. McKee of the School of 
Architecture at Syracuse University came to 
the meeting to say that he had looked at the 
houses on both sides of Union street, and he 
was deeply impressed with the general con­
formity that exists in the skyline appearance, 
and of the courtyard effect as he looked towards 
the enclosure formed by the YWCA building on 
Washington Avenue. He had sketched the out­
lines of the buildings, and he recommended 
that the general vista be not disturbed by re­
moval of the Building. 

Prof. A. Hoadley of Union College - teacher 
of Civil Engineering, rose to make some com­
ments concerning the engineering features in 
the Building, pointing out that the plan of using 
nearly flat arches of brick held between iron 
beams, to support the first and second floors 
was quite unique. He urged that the Building 
be maintained. 

Mr. Paul Schaefer known in this area for 
his ability to rebuild and restore historic 
houses, stated that the Building was sound and 
adaptable to a number of profitable uses be­
cause of the openness of the interior. Living 
quarters such as apartments constituted one 
possible use. 

Louis Navias presented to the Commission 
a map of the grounds back of the Building at 
13-15 Union street, showing that the Building 
occupied only 3300 sq ft of area, with 9300 sq 
ft available now for parking, an area larger 
than the present parking space owned by the 
Mohawk Club across Union street. 

After hearing from a few more individuals; 
the Commission closed the open meeting and 
went into private session. The results of their 
deliberations are reflected in the letter of 
April 9th 196 5 written- by the Building In­
spector, Mr. Robert R. Mitchell, to Mr. William 
Wood, President of the Mohawk Club, stating 
that the Historic District Commission had 
disapproved of the plans to demolish the Build­
ing, and hence the Building Permit to demolish 
was not granted. 

The Building Inspector ended his letter by 
quoting Section 7-C of the Ordinance No.14221 
which in part says 

"----During this year the Commission shall 
endeavor to work out with the owner an eco­
nomically feasible plan for the preservation 
of such structure.----", starting from the 
date of application for permit to demolish. 

by Louis Navias 
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