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ROCHESTER REPORTS ON WALKABOUT 
The Rochester Democrat and Chronicle carried 

twolarge feature articlescm the trip that over 
100 Rochesterians ma.de to Schenectady on the day 
of our Walkabout. The major purpose of the tr:i.p, 
sponsored by the Landmark Society, was to in
crease public interest in the restoration and 
preservation of Rochester's historic area, the 
Third Ward. 

Specific comment was made of Mr.Marvin Fried
man's home as well as of the homes of Mr. and 
Mrs.Ferris Copper, James Schmitt,and Mrs.Lavirtia 
Shanklin. These articles included pictures of 
Admiral and Mrs. Kitts• home on Front Street,and 
the Brownstone adjoining, where Mr. and Mrs. 
Frederick Monks live. The home of Mr. and Mrs. 
James Baar on Church Street was pictured as well 
as the Shanklin and the Schmitt properties. To 
quote in part, • . . . • 11In walking down the quiet, 
narrow streets of the area, a visitor is impres
sed with the unified variety of the exteriors -
unified in proximity and in their well-kept aP
pearance but varied in shapes and sizes and in 
colors". 

_ Extens_ive coverage was given to the luncheon 
talk at the Van Dyke by Stockade President and 
Historic District Commission'·Chairman, Maj. Gen. 
William Milton,Jr. John A.Miller, Vice-Chainnan 
of the Commission and trustee of the Historical 
Society added historical notes. The talk focused 
on the origin and develoJlllent of Schenectady's 
Historic Zoning Ordinance, and on the particular 
nature of our Historic District. Milton stressed 
the fact that "the entire preservation-restora
tion project here has been a do-it-yourself pro
ject. We do not want any federal, state or 
nrunicipal funds. The work has been done by in
dividuals who are interested in restoring and 
rehabilitating their own homes. 11 

The proposed rehabilitation of Rochester's 
Third Ward involves an urban renewal project 
that is considered very large -- 185 acres and 
1,500 structures. The Landmark Society has pro
posed a Zoning regulation for a 14 acre section, 
hawe~r, the City considered the Ordinance, in
advisable at the time because application had 
been made for a federally-financed study of the 
entire project. The Rochester City Planning Com
mission Director explained that preservation 
would depend on the appraisal of what it would 
cost to bring these buildings up to standard. 
The Director added, "We cannot be concerned 
solely with the appearance of these historic 
structures -- we must develop an approach pec11l
iar to our own area. 11 

RESEARCH GROUP FORMED 
At the request of Mr. John A. Miller, Vice

Chairman of the Historic District Commission, 
several interested residents of the Stockade 
have agreed to investigate the historical back
ground of each and every house in the area. 
Since the primary purpose of this project is to 
establish the original construction date of each 
residence, the group will not only be searching 
deeds an:i records at the Historical Society .and 
the County Court House, but will be grateful to 
receive any pertinent information from present. 
mmers or knowledgeable persons. 

The "investigators" are Miss Lynne Spragu~, 
Miss Gretchen Koch, Mr. John Warner, Mr. Frank 
Tittel, and Mr. George Grant. Any of the above 
may be notified regarding information about 
houses in the Stockade. 

PUBLISHED MCNTHLY IN SCHENECTADY, NEW YORK 

NOMINATING CCUAITTEE ELECTED 
At the Stockade Association Meeting held SeP

tember 30 in Riverside School, the first Nomi
nating cormnittee was elected by the membership. 
(A Constitution Revision enacted last winter 
changed this oper'l'!ftion fr..om appointive by the 
Board or Director1· to elected by the Member
ship.) Mr. James Schmitt, Mrs. James Baar, and 
Mr. E. Clifton Vrooman were elected to serve as 
the committee for the ensuing year. The commit
tee is to prepare a slate of officers for the 
November meeting. 

Several new Stockaders were introduced at 
this meeting and general attendance was over 50. 
A report, on the Walkabout was made by Mrs. 
Lavinia Shanklin. The Organization voted to 
support any Stockader to the extent of $5.00 
toward the co~t of digging up a concrete side
walk for the planting of a tree. 

BRADBURY'S LITERARY HISTORY PUBLISHED 
Renaissance in the South, ! Critical History 
of ·the Literature"TI20:.'I96o 
Unirusity of Nor.th Ca:r:g_lina Press $5.QQ_ 

John M. Bradbury, 231 Green Street explores 
the creative activity that has come from the 
South in the past forty years as a literary his
torian examining in particular the traditional
isti.c and realistic aspects of Southern litera
ture. Bradbury observes a "new tradition" aris
ing from the political and social flux following 
the First World War. This "new tradition" is de
fined in part through a study of Katherine Anne 
Porter's works in which the rejection of the 
typical Southern heritage appears. 

A native of Kentucky, Bradbury makes observa
tions concerning the southern personality and 
its peculi~rities; he analyzes the effect that 
the economic depresi;ion had on Southern writers. 
The themes of innocence and guilt found in 
Faulkner's works, and the lack of existential 
concern by the Southern writer are discussed. As 
an historial his foremost consideration is the 
historic, economic, and social realities that 
caused the reassessment of values and conse
quently this literary renaissance. 

-- condensed from an article 
by Julian Olf, Union College. 
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ARCHITECT~AL HISTORIANS TOUR STOCKADE 
The fall meeting of the New York State Archi

tectural Historians will be held November 2, 
1963 in the Historical Society building on Wash
ington Avenue. Professor Stephen Jacobs of the 
Cornell University School of Architecture, Pres
:i,dent of the Organization, selected the setting 
and program after his visit to the Walkabout 
this September. 

The program includes a talk by Pro~essor Har
old Larrabee of Union College on Ramee, who as 
architect for the original buildings of Union 
College, planned the first total design for a 
college campus. Mr. Giles van der Bogert will 
speak on Samuel Fuller, a prominent architect in 
upstate New York in the mid-eighteenth century, 
who designed St. George's Church and the Camp
bell Mansion. Mr. James Schmitt will speak of 
11New York's Unique Historic District. 11 After 
luncheon the group will tour the Stockade, 
visiting the interiors of six homes and the two 
historic churches. Local historians and archi
tects as well as other distinguished guests have 
been invited to attend the meeting. 

FACE LIFTING AT 156· FRONT 

A most interesting change in the face of 
Front Street has been taking place over the past 
few months. Mrs. Mary Hennessey, owner of the 
property at 156 Front Street has had the exteri
or of the entire building sandblasted to remove 
all of the old paint. This thorough cleaning 
operation was accompanied by a waterproofing 
with silicone. Many bricks had to be replaced 
and all the outside mortar was refilled with new 
pointing. Mr. Stephen DiMasi, City Building In
spector took an active part in supervising the 
work of the A & M Sandblasting Co. on this very 
specialized operation. 

Mrs. Hennessey's interest in refurbishing the 
exterior of her house led her to inquire into 
the date of its construction. Mr.John A.Miller, 
chainnan of the committee on Historic Markers 
was very happy to announce that investigation by 
his committee has led to the approval of an His
toric Marker J'o:r Hr,3. Hennessey I s Home. 

The Bradens want to buy the Rickey House 
Anyone who wants to buy the Bradens'call 

FR 2-9213. 
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DISSENT AT WILLIAMSBURG 
The preservation movement is at a crossroads 

in the United States, and to this observer it is 
moving rapidly backwa~js. It could not do so at 
a more appropriate place than Will.iamsburg, Va. 

Colonial Williamsburg has a 11cut.-off date" of 
c. 1800, and no expression could be more ironi
ca1ly apt thau this one w,ed by professional 
preservationists, for it cuts off not only later 
buil:iings, but al:so any sense of J'.·,:=2.1.ity, vital
ity or histol'ic. continuity 

To maintain this frnperbly executed vacuum, 
nothing else is perudtted to exist wl.thin the 
projed I s didactic limits; a Gn,~~k Revival house 
or othtiJ·· later str,1ctu.re, good or bad, on a spot 
that once held a colonial building, mu~t go, and 
a newly created colcmla.l substitute, com1tructed 
with exquisite taste, pr1.instaking acc1.1racy and 
alar,nlng artificiality, is put up instead. The 
result has a tidy, if over-sanitary and fre
quently suspect, kind of stage-sot charm (does 
she,or doesn't she, says a popnlar hair-tint ad· 
is it, or isn't it a real 18th-century build: 
ing?). 

It is also, let's face it, a bore. And it, is 
a cl.angerour. bore, bt1cause it i:3 la.rgtdy r~spon
sible for the present wides~read corruption of 
pres,~rvation practices at a time when the na
tional architectural he:r·iLage is most seriously 
threatened. And it has fostered an unforgivable 
f llzziness between the values of the real and the 
imitation in the popular mind. The fault and the 
danger art! ln the preservation philosophy that 
Williamsburg represents, which is lef;S a philos
ophy th.-i.r, a disease that ndght be called gallop
ing restor&.l:.ionitis. 

The ctrrious reversal of valuer: is responsible 
for that peculiar perversion,the "rest.orod back" 
building, which, if real, is returned by surgery 
and graft to its earliest pel'iod, no matter what 
valid accretions of later history or art it may 
have acquir~d. It sets the historical parlor 
game of synthetic rebuilding_ the erudite lie 
with the magic appeal of the department store 
model room - above the real job of keeping le
gitimate landmarks that proYides the continuous 
panorama of change that is~ history. As a 
consequence, America raises thE: dea:i and ignores 
the dying. Every city knows the problem. Less 
than a fifth of the money necessary for the sur
vival of Wright's Robie Houo6 in Chicago has 
been forthcoming in this year's despe1·ate cam
paign. 

This justification for 11selecti ve reconstruc
tion" is that it teaches history. "Williamsburg 
is an educational institution," says Dr. Edward 
P. Alexander, its Director of Interpretation. 
What is tRught here, chiefly, is confusion. In 
spite of outstanding collections of folk art and 
furnishings, Williamsburg's basic esthetio les
son is bad. The visitor learns, by example, not 
to differentiate between real and fake, original 
and imitation, or tlJ make the essential value 
judgments involved. Guides consistently blur the 
distinctions. The critical queotion is whether 
this seriou3 educational miriu.s is balanced by 
the plus of the history lesson expensively pro
duced and imperfectly absorbed. 

The error is in the presumptuous insistence 
that the past can be 11irit1:!rpreted" by "selective" 
rt-istoration. It just doesn't work. The culture 
tha.t produces any art forn: is, abc•1e all, com
prEehensive. U is short-changed by the deliber
ately imposed 1imit,s of selective interpretc,
tiun. Continuity is banished, and it is continu
ity that makes the past real, by putting it in 
perspective. The authentic, even abused, old 
structure8 that have come down tc, us from their
O\offi day speak most directly and genuinely of 
hist,ory and art. It I s time to get on with the 
business o.f savii.ig u~rn. 

Condensed from a New York Times article 
- By Ada Louise Huxt.abl1;; 

OF PERSONAL CONCERN 
Unhappy about the high cost of living? 

• Complained about your food bill lately? 
It 1s all quite staggering •...• but we get so 

much for our money! 
•••.• such value•••• such quality•••• or do we? 
What do we get for our food dollar? Do we really 
~ what we're buying? That's quite a trick 
these days .•• one which takes me back a few years 
to a discussion I had with Arthur. 

Ch an initial trip to my favorite corner mar
ket, I asked to be directed to whichever bread 
and baked goods did not contain calcium propion
ate. Thus the discussion and a bit of label 
checking. 

I don •t recall when I began "label reading", 
but it seems to have coincided somewhat with an 
observation that bread appeared to "stay fresher 
longer". A suspicious examination of a loaf of 
bread bought two or three days before turned up 
neither staleness nor that nasty little green 
mold. Marvelous!! 11Somebody1s 11 done "something" 
te flour.... Then I began to notice a tiny ad
dition to the list of ingredients on my favorite 
staff of life: "calcium propionate added to re-
tard spoilage 11• ' 

I'm generally a pretty good sport about try
ing new foods •••. as long as what I 1m eating is 
food. But I balk a bit when it comes to an "in
gredient other than a foodstuff being slipped 
into my daily bread. I began to look for bakery 
products containing nothing but the familiar 
flour, salt, yeast, etc. They are few and far 
between, but they exist. Arthur was more than 
willing to stock a selection of "c.p. free" 
breads. I wondered how many markets would be as 
responsive,and found that at three or four large 
supermarkets in the area,! was considerably less 
well received. In these I found not a single 
loaf of bread without preservative added. I com
plained to the managers. Typical replies were: 

"I don 1t do the buying •.•• 11 

"Nobody ever mentioned it before .•• 11 

''What is calcium propionate anyway ••• ?11 

And what is it? Why bother about whether it is 
added to our bread? 
Calcium propionate is a chemical additive •••• one 
of a hideously long list which now exists in 
nearly every packaged and processed foodstuff we 
buy. Its purpose is to preserve (artificially) 
the "shelf life" of baked goods. This is un
doubtedly a convenience to those who supply mar
kets with their bakery goods, but this preserY'a
tion is achieved artificially •.. chemically. 

In addition to "c.p. 11, we now consume chemi
cals designed to thicken, thin, cure mature, 
moisten, dry, bleach •••• and on and on.' We con
sume such interesting "ingredients" as furneric 
acid, carboxymethyl cellulose, propylene glycol, 
coal tar dyes, butylated hydroxyanisole .. and on 
tnd on. Do they do us any harm? Who knows? 

Isn't someone •• some government official•• 
protecting us from risks in our food and drink? 
Unfortunately not! The too few experts who study 
these problems know relatively little about many 
of the additives in our food and practically 
nothing about their effects combined with those 
of the pesticides (about which we've recently 
read much). Detecting such effects is most dif
ficult. It's expensive. The effects can be very 
subtle. They could tum up in future generations 
making current study even more of a problem. No
body in the government is assuring us that what 
we are eating is safe. It's a matter of consumer 
choice in purchasing. 

And that's no simple matter! Chemical addi
tives in food and beverages numbered about 750 
in 1956. They number about 4000 now. It's actu
ally difficult to find packaged foods without 
one or more chemicals included. So what does the 
poor housewife do to protect her family? Take 
the initial plunge into label reading. If you're 
reariy to pursue the problem further, both Con
sumers Bulletin and Consumers Report have ?Ib
lished numerous articles on food additives with
in the past three or four years. In particular 
the Consumers Bulletin 1963-4 Annual includes a 
thorough summary of the problem. 

What about a little consumer pressure? Most 
manufacturers cry that they give the public what 
they want. If the public doesn't want to consume 
ennnnous quantities of chemicals in their daily 
food, the manufacturers ought to hear about it. 
And what better place to act than in the market? 
If enough requests for chemical-free food are 
made to the grocer or market manager, he's bound 
to put some pressure on his sources. And even 
more directly, a bit of letter writing never 
hurts. A few companies FEATURE the fact their 
product contains no chemical preservative or ad
ditive. This is clearly printed on the label. 

Continued on page 3, col. 1 

I remember so well the air being filled with 
the phosphorous smell of tpe red torches. I re
member so well the thumps of the big bass dnun 
beating to the blare of trumpets and trombones 
playing Sousa slightly off key. The "boom, boom" 
made your whole insides throb, and the torches 
made the sky glow red. The City was on fire. It 
was Election Night. " 

The paraders with banners flying high were 
stimulating the voters to go to the polls and 
vote for the party of their choice. There was 
the free lunch at all the bars and it was gener
ally a gay evening. 

I 
I 

{ 

This was before "Suffrage" and "Volstead" and 
ladies stayed off the streets. Then a little 
later Lillian Russell "wrestled with an Anti
Suffragette". Remember the song? Things changed 
a little,' Women had the right of franchise too. 
So they got into the act! At the head of the 
to~chlight procession behind the flag of our 
country but ahead of Sousa, "off key", marched 
buxom babes carrying a banner which reached from 
sidewalk to sidewalk, a banner which proclaimed 
_the name of the leading candidate of their par
ticular party-President, Governor, Mayor, which
ever was up for election. The skies were still 
red with flares and the air still reeked of 
phosphorous and booze,then came Volstead and the 
whole picture changed completely. No more free 
lunch, no more torchli.ghts. Election night be
came dull, as it is now, only to be interrupted 
by a sound truck with a recording of Sousa run
ning down and then being revived and a loud
speaker blaring. 

"Vote for the man who will give you an honest 
government! 11 

The same old theme wit.h less color. 
It's too bad the color and smells have gone. 

It was all so exciting. 
- Giles Y. van der Bogert. 
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THE SECOND "~SSACRE" 
Visitors to the Historical Society and read

ers of the American Heritage Series on the 
French and Indian Wars (reviewed by Mr. J.Warren 
Joyce in October) will be familiar with a very 
exciting painting of a most important day in the 
history of Schenectady, February 8-9, 1690. This 
is Sexton's large oil painting depicting a scene 
from this bloody massacre,probably the corner of 
Washington Avenue and Front Streets. However, we 
have a second "Massacre" which is less known but 
cer:tdnly as dramatic and visually colorful. 

Commenting on Sexton's "Massacre", the Schen
ectady Reflector dated June 17, 1836, states 
11Sexton, the Artist ,some three or four years ago 
did paint for us a picture representing the 
burning of Schenectady. Our subsequent re
searches into the details of the affair enabled 
us to detect errors in Mr. Sexton I s painting. 11 

(These errors relate to the dress of the Indians 
as well as the structure of tre houses.) "The 
alterations necessary to make the resemblance 
correspond with the reality, could not be made 
without painting an e~tire new picture. This we 
procured to be done by Mr. Chapman of New York. 
The New York Transcript pays Mr. Chapman the 
following just compliment. 'As a work of art, 
this picture (the burning of Schenectady) is one 
of the most splendid and finished specimens of 
wood engraving that has, we hesitate not to say, 
ever been exe-cuted by any-a-rt-ist- in this coun
try.'" 

DESTRUCTION OF SCHENECTADY ev FRENCH AND INDIANS IN 1690.* 

NATIONAL TRUST SENDS CCJHJNICATION 
In reply to a letter by Stockade President, 

Major General William Milton, Jr. concerning the 
activities of the Association this part year, 
'Honorable Gordon Gray, Chairman of the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation, congratulated 
the Association for its fine work in a most im
partant activity. Mr. Gray referred to an arti
cle on the Stockade Area which appeared in the 
pamphlet published by the Trust, Historic Pres
ervation, Volume 10. No. 4. Mr. Gray also re
ferred to the "thorough involvement" of the 
National Trust in Schenectady. 

NEW VACTIONLANDS BOOKLET IN PREPARATION 
The New York Travel Bureau in the Deparl:.ment 

of Commerce in Albany is preparing a new edition 
of the New York State Vacationlands Booklet. Mr. 
Joseph r:-corist~ aoo Mr. Harold A. Thayer, 
a photographer, early in October visited the 
Stockade to take pictures of the Indian statue 
and the Yates House on Union Street to be in
cluded in this edition. 

Continued from page 2 
Such a company ought to hear from consumers that 
its policy is supparted •...• stronglyt! 

It's our moneyt A huge proportion goes each 
month into food purchases. Why not demand purity 
as well as variety, fancy packaging, sanitary 
(and inspection preventing) sealing, and ever
increasing numbers of quick and easy prepara
tions? The fast disappearing food dollar could 
work for us. How about using it to exert a lit
tle consumer pressure in the right places? 

- Joan Lapp. 
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"THE SK>P" LISTS NEW t«>URS 
11The Shop" at St. George I s Church annmmces a 

new schedule of hours: Monday, Thursday, and 
Saturday from 10 to 4, coffee at 10, tea at 3 -
with sample baked goods served free as well. The 
shop accepts furniture, china, glass, and hand
crafts for sale on consignment, FR 7-7263. 

The Stockade residents assisting at the 
11Shop" are: Mrs. E. I-:unnan, Mrs. A.Merriam, Mrs. 
P. Phelps, Mrs. J. Baar, Mrs. W. Kitts, Mrs. L. 
Clark, With Mrs. W. Milton as chainnan. Substi
tutes are Mrs. A.Jerome, Mrs. B. Shanklin, Mrs._ 
G. Braden, Mrs. R. George, Mrs. M. Thomson, Mrs. 
A. Kellogg, Mrs. F. Vandel' Bogert, Mrs. G. Perk
ins, Mrs. DJ!itchman Mr~ A.W.Merriam, and Mrs. 
F. Erben. Suppliers of baked goods: Mrs. S.A. 
Martin, applesauce bread; Mrs. H. Coffin, pres-
sed cookies, and English muffins; Mrs. J.Mirate 
apple torte; Mrs. L.C. Willsey, tea sandwiches 
to order; Mrs. J.Clough, Scotch shortbread. Mrs. 
Robert George is chairman. 

Handmade and hand-knitted clothes and acces
sories for adults as well as children are by 
Mrs. G. Braden, Mrs. E. Furman, Miss Elizabeth 
Jlickey, the Misses Helen and Mary Ferguson, and 
Miss M. Sara. Imported handcrafts and American 
antiques are also sold. A new sign locating the 
"Shop" in the back of the old rectory was de
signed by Albertina Jerome and executed in the 
workshop of General Milton. 

Veronica W. Lynch 
REAL ESTATE s SOUTH CHURCH ST 
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5 DEPARTl'VIENTS 

UNION BOOK COMPANY 
237 STATE EJ<.3-2141 

Quality 
you can 
measure 

Ill 
DIAMONDS 

FINE JEWELRY 
SILVER-WATCHES 

TIDINGS 

Tradition 
Since 1888 

215 STATE STREET, 

First a correction and addition to a tiding 
of October, Mr. Robert St. John, soo of Mr. and 
Mrs. Philip St. John is studying Civil Engir)eer
ing at the University of Tennessee which is lo
cated iu Knoxville ,not Chattanooga as ment. ioned. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Manley welcomed a daughter 
on September 21, Nora Denise. Mr. and Mrs. John 
Farry also have a new daughter as of September. 

New residents include Miss Violet Putnam, in 
Employee Relations at General Electric,is at 113 
Front; Miss Betty Kern, a guidance Counselor in 
the Burnt Hills School system, Mrs. Charles Wil
liams fonnerly of Algonquin Road, and Mr. George 
Simmons in General Electric from Pittsfield, all 
in apartments at 17 Front Streeto At 30 Front 
Street is Miss Elizabeth Nickerson, an art 
teacher at Schalmont. Mrs. Phyllis Gavitt and 
two young sons are new residents at 232 Green 
Street. 

Miss Karen Eustice of North Ferry Street 
spoke on "Occupational Therapy at Home" at a 
meeting of the United Cerebral Palsy Association 
of the Capital District. Mrs. Robert Beale of 
North Church Street has her son and daughter-in
law from Lou:tsville, Kentucky, visiting with her 
for a short time. 

t t 
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GENTLEMEN 
GENTLEWOMEN 
ISQq UNION STREET 



WORDS TRANSCENDED 
It is always difficult to assess the contri

bution of a non-professional artist, especially 
when he explores a number of different styles 
and techniques. Such exploration is made almost 
mandatory by the freedom now granted to the per
son in search of self-expression. However, much 
time must be expended in mastering techniques 
and it may take years for a part-time artist to 
arrive at a technique and style which most accu
rately reflects his own individuality. 

Such is the case with the exhibit by Raymond 
Andr,ews now on display in the Oak Room Gallery 
of the Van Curler Hotel, where it will remain 
until November 6th. The exhibit consists of ab
st.ractions in both oil and water-color tech
niques, a few semi-abstractions and a very few 
paintings employing subject matter entirely. The 
styles range from photographic realism to a 
loose and streaming flow of pigment to precise, 
rm.1ted blocks of colors. 

Although such variety in an exhibit makes it 
irnpossible to draw a clear-cut conclusion about 
the artist's intentions, it is a good place to 
examine some interesting contemporary styles of 
expression. Amongst the water colors, I found 
the abstraction, "Fields o.f Force" most convinc-
1.ng. A few bold strokes of neutral tones swept, 
across a piece of white paper comprises the pic
ture, yet a feeling of great power is achieved. 
In "Cape Ann 11, a semi-abstract impression of 
docks and boats, Mr. Andrews has captured a salt 
air freshness. Similar color and sparkle is to 
be found in the large oil "Quarry". At th-e very 
end of the gallery hangs a small but compelling 
picture "In the dark of the moon". 

Besides the water colors and oils in various 
st..yles,Mr. Andrews is exhibiting a group of oils 
in which actual letters are a part of the de
sign. The style of these is consistently con
trolled with many beautiful pearly tones being 
employed. There is a machine-like order, calm
ness and precision in direqt contrast to the vi
brat,ing quality of "Quarry". Another abstract
ion, 11Ambersand" is painted in the same clear 
style and makes a decorative piece. One wonders, 
though, how the name came to be chosen. 

An abstract painting results when the artist 
attempts to allow himself to be guided by inner 
impulses without referenc~ to external objects. 
Walt Whitman said, 11You objects that call forth 
my meanings 11. But to the abstractionist ,objects 
.10 longer hold vital meanings which adequately 
express his inner life. His search is for some 
more intense way of expressing graphically his 
reaction to the human situation. His work is 
therefore subject to much less intellectual con
trol than if he were able to speak by means of 
portraying objects. For this reason I doubt 
whether abstract paintings should be given 
names. If successfully executed they will stir 
some chord in the responsive observer similar t'o 
that which caused the artist to produce the 
painting. If not successful, a name is no par
ticular aid to understanding. 

- Doris Vanderlipp Manley 

WE GIVE .. 

CLEANER.S TAil-O~S 

AND OVE WORK 
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A FOCUS ON LOCAL CHURCH ACTIVITIES 
Dutch Church Reverend Dean Dykstra 

The Women's League of the Dutch Reformed 
·church is planning a two-day World's Fair en 
Friday, November 8th, and Saturday November 9th. 
The fair will feature booths decorated as shops 
of foreign lands with flags and costumes to con
tribute atmosphere. The booths will have a va
riety of baked goods, home canned items, hand
made knitted and sewn articles,garden creations, 
toys and books, curiosities and attic treasures. 
At 11:00 a~m. Friday there will be a fair lunch
eon; that evening a Chinese dinner at 5:30 And 
6:30. Friday evening at 7:30 there will be an 
art auction in Friendship Hall --- items submit
ted on consignment. The fair re-opens on Satur
day at 10:00 a.m. with luncheon scheduled and 
features including charcoal sketching by Kay 
Fox. 

The last Sunday of the month at 6:30 single 
adults gather at Friendship Hall for a College 
and Career Fellowship. All interested individ
uals, 1n this category, are invited to attend •. 
Every Wednesday noon Dr. Dykstra and Mr. Yin 
meet with interested business men for a simple 
lunch and dialogue in the Assembly Hall. Local 
Businessmen are urged to come to these discus
sions. 
Catholic Church Reverend Alfonso Petraitas 

The Altar Rosary Society meets every last 
Sunday of the month with Mrs. Helen Dougall as 
director. A regular schedule of activities is 
maintained with a Communion Breakfast every Sun
day after the 7th of October. Sunday Masses are 
at 8 and 11 and on Holy Days of Obligation at 
8 a.m. and 7 p.m. 

Presbyterian Church Reverend Herbert Mekeel 
On the weekend of October 26th and 27th the 

Presbyterian Church was host to the Capital Dis
trict Association of Evangelical Churches Sunday 
School Convention and Workshop. Representatives 
of major publishers of church book materials 
were also present. The Reverend Mekeel recently 
returned from a series of retreats for chaplains 
in the service. He was invited by the Chief of 
Chaplains in Washington to hold these retreats 
on Okinawa, in Korea and in Japan. The Reverend 
Richard Roberts served the congregation in Rev
erend Mekeel 1s absence. Regular services are 
held at 9:45 a.m. and 6 p.m. on Sundays; Sunday 
School at 9:45 a.m. In addition a midweek pray
er meeting is held on Wednesdays at 7:JO. 

St. George's Episcopal Reverend Darwin Kirby Jr. 
On the 10th of November the Men's. and Boy's 

Choir under Mr. Frederick Monks will participate 
in the Royal School of Church Music Festival at 
St. John the Devine in New York City. The group 
will leave immediately following the 9 a.m. ser
vice here, for rehearsal. 

Mr. Clifford P. Morehouse, President of the 
House of Deputies, of the General Con vent ion of 
the Episcopal Church will be a guest speaker at 
the Annual Meeting and Dinner of St. George's 
Parish on December 4, 1963. 
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THE INNOCENT CURATE - A REVIEW 
ny Paris Leary. 
l',,,ubleday. 203 pp. $3.95. 

Not long ago a plaintive letter signed "Sche
noctady" appeared in a syndicated column enti
tled "Today's EtiqueLte" in one of our local 
ntMspapers. The writer wai.l upset bec:i•1se she and 
her husband had felt left;. out of the conversa
tion at a dinrter party where the subject of dis
cus:3ion throughout the entir~ evening had been a 
"conti-oversial best-selling novel" which onl;r 
t~ey had not read. 

The novel in question may of course have been 
any of a number of books now on the market, but 
the chances seem pretty good that it was The In
~~, a highly-colored piece of fiction 
written by a forrner curate at St. George's 
Church, which has the Stockade area of Schenec
tady as its principal setting and a cast of 
characters obviously taken straight from Stock
ade life. 

As a novel designed to interest the general 
American reading public, The Innocent Curate is 
not very good. It is top-heavy with the au
thor's egocentricity and verbosity, it has the 
skimpiest of plots, and its story line sags bad
ly in too many places. However, as a gossipy 
satire on the ways of the Stockade in general 
and St. George's in particular, it must be ad
mitted that to t.hose of us who live here, the 
book is immensely readable, very funny and the :re-
f o~ well worth the price of admiss"lon. Mr.Leary 
is anything but kind to us, ond indeed is almost 
c1.,rnl in the thinness of some of his so-called 
di~guises. For example, to name the rector of 
his fictional church, Dr. Groby, seems a bit too 
close for comfort, just as "National Electricll 
and "Federal CollQ_ge" are hardly difficult to 
decipher. Still some of Mr. Leary's descr1pt1ons 
of us, our houses and our appointments are as 
apt as they are malicious:-"The Indian ... naked 
except for a discreet arrl rather voluminous Vic
tori.an loincloth"; "The First Waro had become 
fashionable in a new way ... Red and yellow doors 
began to appear around the Ind :ian •. 11; 11The Upper 
Club at Prayer •.. " And many of his personal 
characterizations, if broad, are devastatingly 
effective. 

The Innocent Curate tells us the story of a 
young member of the clergy who, much to every
one's consternation, including his own, receives 
the Stigmata as he is passing a tray of cock
tails to his Rector at a party. But the story is 
anything but the main point o.f the book. All too 
clP.arly the reader - the Stockade reader, at 
least - realizes that Mr. Leary, whatever his 
calendar age, is a very young man who spent a 
year or so here, did not enjoy the ex1)erience, 
and has written this book as a ge~ture of 
revenge. The net result is about what one might 
expect: _ an acid, clever, clumsy novel that is 
deliberately designed to hurt privately as it 
amuses publicly. 

-Jo Braden 

(Mrs. Braden is a parishioner of St. George's 
and has been a professional reviewer of fiction 
since 1951.) 
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