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A NEW GATEWAY TO THE WEST? 

What is the shortest distance between 
Schenectady and Scotia by means of a 
bridge over the Mohawk River? Years 
ago there was such a bridge at the foot 
of \Vashington A venue, and the stone 
piers at each end are there still, as wit
ness. The old covered toll bridge was in 
time replaced by a steel structure which 
carried street-cars, vehicles and people 
back and forth as late as 1925. By then 
it had become inadequate, and plans 
were afoot to replace it with a modern 
bridge, one adapted for motor-car traffic. 

For such reasons the Great Western 
Gateway Bridge was conceived and con
structed, starting at the foot of State 
Street in Schenectady and leading di
rectly into Mohawk Avenue in Scotia. 
For this feat of connecting the business 
areas of two communities the overall 
bridge construction was built with a 
bend of about 60° between the straight 
approach portion leaving Schenectady 
and the rest of the major bridge struc
ture. The sketch shows this bend clearly 
outlined, near the single word "existing." 
Because of numerous inten·uptions the 
bridge was five years in the making, and 
finally opened for traffic in the late win
ter months of 1925. As befitted a new
bridge entering Schenectady, then bally
hooed as the city which hauls and lights 
the world, referring of course to the then 
flourishing American Locomotive Works, 
and the ever-present General Electric 
Co., it was equipped with the latest light
ing standards and sodium vapor lamps, 
which glowed a consistent deep yellow 
after a faltering pink-red gas combina
tion had become masked by the yellow. 

The present bridge is 54 feet in total 
width, which includes four traffic lanes 
totalling 48 feet for automobile travel, 
and two sidewalks. Within the last few 
years the concrete has been deteriorating 
and the steel skeleton has been exposed 
in many places, particularly around the 
bend. Traffic accidents have been num
erous due to the curvature, and the re
cent reduction in allowed speed to 20 
miles an hour has been necessary for 
safety both with respect to the bridge 
structure and automobile control. 

Great pressure nasbeen broiig t to - will have quite long substantial earth-fill 
bear upon the State authorities, and in 
tum upon the Federal authorities, to 
plan a new bridge over the Mohawk 
River. Despite suggestions of new loca
tions for one or more bridges, the De
partment of Transportation of the State 
of New York was given the directive (or 
assumed it) to build a new bridge linking 
the same two anchor points, namely 
State Street near Washington A venue in 
Schenectady and Mohawk Avenue in 
Scotia. There will still be a bend in the 
roadway near the Schenectady entrance, 

but it will be a gentle continuous curve, 
as indicated in the sketch. The bridge 
and its approaches will be wider than 
the existing structure, and will measure 
sixty-eight feet seven inches ( 68' 7"), in 
total width. There will be four traffic 
lanes each 12 feet wide, separated in the 
middle by a flush center median, 4 feet 
wi·de. So far 52 feet of width is account
ed for. On each side of the roadway 
there will be a gutter 2 feet wide, and a 
side-walk 4 feet wide. 

Unlike the short solid earth approach
es to the present bridge, the new bridge 

approaches, so that the bridge span 
proper is relatively short. According to 
their design map the contract calls three 
strategic parts of the entire enterprise, 
the "Recon truction" features. In Sche
nectady the "Reconstruction" starts at 
Washington Avenue, and the earth-fill 
will go 1490 feet (0.28 miles) to meet 
the bridge proper. The bridge span has 
a length of 1875 feet, (0.36 miles), and 
the Scotia earth-fill ending at Collins 
Avenue has a length of 1235 feet (0.23 
miles). So the entire length of "Recon-

struction" contract covers 4600 feet 
( 0.87 miles). The bridge proper will be 
held up by 10 piers according to a pro
file map, and at the center it will rise 
gently to a place 257 feet above sea 
level, from flat land in both Schenectady 
and Scotia located at about 234 feet. 
Hence the maximum rise will be about 
2.3 feet. In addition to a guard rail on 
each side, there will be erected a chain 
link-fence above it, for further prote<!
tion. 

( Continued on Page 2) 
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THE PRESIDENT: 

Within the past few months a number 
of burglaries, acts of vandalism and as
saults in the Stockade have been brought 
to my attention. It is difficult to find out 
just how extensive this problem is be
cause, for various reasons, many inci
dents apparently don't get officially re
ported to anyone. 

When discussing this with our police 
department one gets standard and valid 
suggestions which urge you to take extra 
precautions which will prevent or dis
courage thievery or acts of vandalism 
and, of course, they urge people to re
port, promptly all incidents. 

There is a natural reluctance to "get 
involved" when property damage is 
small or when time may be lost from 
work to fill out forms and answer ques
tions which hold little promise of resolv
ing the problem or providing restitution. 

But if the Stockade Association is go
ing to take positive action such as re
questing additional police protection, 
there must be documentation that, in
deed, things are happening which justify 
extra help. It is important that all vio
lations be reported. 

A relatively simple neighborhood sys
tem which might serve as a deterrent 
might be considered. It would involve 
initiating a program of "helping hands." 
The hands are displayed on a window 
poster which would be placed in as many 
homes as possible. Ideally, in every 
home. The sign signifies that anyone 
who needs help, at any time, for any 
reason, can go to the door of the home 
with the helping hands sign and someone 
there will provide a telephone for help. 

This program has been used as part of 
school campaigns to help promote safer 
communities through education and mu
tual concern for children. 

The principle can be generalized to 
anyone in any kind of trouble. It is ob
viously no panacea. It may serve no bet
ter purpose than giving us some reason 
to feel a little more secure when walking 
alone. It may make somebody think 
twice before grabbing a purse. It would 
at least give us a chance to let each other 
know we care enough to lend a helping 
hand. 

-T. Kurtz 

To make earth-fill on the Schenectady 
side it is intended to fill in the Binnekill 
area located behind the Schenectady 
Community College (SCC on the sketch) 
to a line North and well beyond the pro
posed bridge, somewhere in back of the 
Computer Center of the General Electric 
Co. In this land-fill some means of drain
age, such as culverts, must be built to 
allow city storm water to reach the Mo
hawk River. This filled in area could be 
used by SCC for parking. 

While the present bridge is main
tained for traffic, it is proposed to com
plete most of the new bridge starting 
from the Scotia side and including the 
main central bridge structure. By that 
time the land-fill of the Binnekill and on 
Van Slyck Island will also have been 
completed for the construction of a traf
fic loop at the Schenectady approach. 
The sketch shows in detail the location 
of the loop and the ramp approaches 
and exits which will occupy land on Van 
Slyck Island and the filled in land back 
of the SCC. During construction of the 
State Street approach all traffic will gain 
entrance to the new brdge as well as exit 
therefrom, by means of this traffic loop. 
When the Schenectady approach is com
pleted the traffic loop will be maintained 
only for the convenience of the SCC 
population. 

So far we have described the main 
project of the bridge and its two ap
proaches as the "Reconstruction" proj
ect. The second large undertaking is the 
"Resurfacing" project involving major 
changes in streets and areas adjacent to 
and leading into the b1idge approaches 
both in Schenectady and Scotia. Street 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Historical Society 

Dec. 1 - Starting on this date, there 
will be a sale of New Year's cookies 
baked from authentic hand-carved 
molds. $2.50 per doz. 

Civic Playhouse 
Dec. 4-11-"Blithe Spirit" 

Schenectady Light Opera 
Nov. 25-28-"Oliver" 

Riverside School 
Dec. 15-Children's Film Program

"The Nutcracker" 

Stockade Association 
Nov. 22 - 7 :30 Monthly Meeting -

Riverside School 

First Reformed Church 
Dec. 8-291st Annual Congregational 

Meeting . 

St. George's Church 
Dec. 4-Rev. Philip Snyder's ordina

tion to the sacred priesthood 
Dec. 12 -·- Rev. Thomas M. Horner, 

ass't at Bethesda Church, Saratoga 
Springs, guest speaker 

widening, pavements, drainage and traf
fic signal systems are included, appropri
ate for State highways jurisdiction and 
control. In Schenectady the "Resurf ac
ing" will start at Church Street and con
tinue towards the bridge. The park area 
will be stretched toward Church Street. 
On the approach from Washington Ave
nue there will be wider areas of road
way, which will include the road be
tween the SCC and the present bridge 
approach. There will be three traffic 
lanes Schenectady bound and three traf
·fic lanes Scotia bound. 

In Scotia the "Resurfacing" project 
starts at Ballston Avenue and includes 
street widening with two sets of three 
lane traffic at the Scotia approach to the 
bridge. There will be a cul-de-sac on 
Sanders Avenue just beyond the Glen 
Sanders Mansion. 

The big question for Stockaders is
how will this new bridge affect the looks 
of our area, ana what will we see of it 
from several vantage points? Standing 
in Riverside Park at the foot of Ingersoll 
A venue and looking up-stream we now 
see Hog Island with its huge tall steel 
towers carrying high voltage transmis
sion lines as far as the eye can see. Be
low these lines a short section of bridge 
is seen between trees, and on the left 
clearly are the spans of bridge over the 
main channel of the Mohawk River (the 
Barge Canal) and on the right the spans 
of bridge leading into Scotia. T'he new 
bridge will be placed parallel to the ex
isting bridge and closer to the observer. 
Hog Island is flat and low with only a 
few trees on the closer (East) edge. The 
new bridge will be placed between the 
existing bridge and the two tall towers 
East of the bridge. For safety these 
towers may have to be moved closer to 
the Park area. As a result the entire 
stretch of new bridge, from the edge of 
Van Slyck Island, across Hog Island and 
across the river to the Scotia approach, 
will be seen from the foot of Ingersoll 
Avenue. 

Where Ferry Street ends at the river, 
we see mostly the main channel of the 
river on the left, and the existin bridge 
spans over it. With the new bridge closer 
to the observer, the bridge will look 
somewhat larger, and more of it will be 
seen as Hog Island loses its few trees. 

No other major changes in view are 
apparent in the Park until one reaches 
the water's edge at the foot of West 
Front Street (formerly Cucumber Alley). 
Here the northern edge of Van Slyck 
Island is in line of sight, and water to 
the left (South) will be seen for only ap
proximately 300 feet, where the shore
line will be the new boundary formed by 
the landfill of the Binnekill. At this 
point the view to the left is also dras
tically changed because the curve in the 
bridge approach is located quite close by 
over the Binnekill landfill. The curved 
built-up ramps will be in striking evi
dence. 

At Washington Avenue and State 
(Continued on Page 4) 



You must have some Tidings for the 
Spy! ! ! Why not call Barbara Sauer at 
393-1908 or Betty Lane at 372-5006. 

Warren Tarrant of 14 Union Street 
was elected secretary of the New York 
State Retired Teachers Association at the 
annual state convention held recently at 
Kiamesha Lake. 

Mrs. Helen W. George of Veronica 
Lynch, Inc. was named a regional winner 
of the salesman of the year award by the 
State Association of Realty Boards, Inc. 
Announcement of the award was made 
at the recent convention of the Associa
tion in Atlantic City. 

Ed Dennison of 146 Front St. just re
turned from a trip to London. 

Marvin Freidman of 241 Union Street 
recently returl).ed from a vacation in 
Greece and Corfu. 

Marianne and Merrill Brown of 8 
Front Street recently made a trip to 
Spain and Portugal. We hope they had 
an enjoyable time. 

Kay Shanklin of 14 North Street is re
cuperating nicely from surgery. 

Paul Spurgas of 2.5 North Street, who 
is a pre-med student at Union, recently 
spent three months in Europe which in
cluded study in Vienna and travelling to 
various countries. His brother Dave has 
just begun his first year at Franklin 
Pierce College in Rindge, New Hamp
shire. 

The Duggans of 18 North Street spent 
an October weekend in Rhode Island and 
Connecticut. Included was a trip to the 
Whaling Museum. 

The Stockade welcomes: 
Robert Salibene of 28 North Street, 

who joined us in October. Bob is a 
salesman for Hersh Beverages. 

Burleigh Neumann of 10 College 
Street. Our new neighbor works in 
Technical Publications at KAPL. 
Mrs. Nell Elsbree of Lehighton, Pa. 

has been a house guest of John Elsbree 
a 146 F'ront.Stree-: ···- --· - -~-

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Eddy of 27 
Washington Avenue had as their recent 
guest their daughter, Mrs. John W. 
Bremer of Phoenix, Arizona. Mrs. Eddy 
entertained at a coffee for her daughte'r 
at the Van Dyck. We hope Mrs. Bremer 
had a pleasant stay in the Stockade. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Panetta of Hous
ton, Texas are house guests of Barbara 
and Greg Sauer of 146 Front Street. 

~bon 
CLEANERS 

OPf:N DAIL'I 
7:30 TO 6 

S.«m.JRDAY 
8TI>1 

21 STATE ST. 

Dale McCoy, who rented Jessica 
Squires house 5 years ago came back 
from San Francisco to visit this summer. 
He was in town on business and spent a 
pleasant evening with the Duggans. 

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Musco of 147 
Front St. announce the marriage of their 
daughter Roseann to William F. Rogers 
of Detroit, Mich. The wedding took 
place on Sat., Sept. 11 at St. John The 
Bapti t. ~-----------~--,. 

Hans and Sydney Freund of 22 Wash-
ington Ave. spent the summer in Eng
land. 

Mrs. Blanch St. John of 41 Front St. 
was visited by 2 year old Jenifer St. 
John, Skipper's daughter, from New 
Hampshire. Jenifer stayed with her 
grandmother fortwo weeks. -- --

Peggi Ullrich of 150 Front St. is the 
publicity chairman for the Schenectady 
Light Opera Company. 

The Schenectady County Historical So
ciety Auxiliary officers for 1971-72 were 
recently announced. Mrs. John Harper 
will be President. Other officers include 
Mrs. C. M. VanderVeer, first vice-presi
dent; Mrs. G. F. Johnson, second vice
president; Mrs. Egbert K. Bacon, corre
sponding secretary: Mrs. Raymond John
son, financial secretary; Mrs. Norman 
Gildersleeve, treasurer. 

Former Stockader Bill McDaniel, 
who lived at 150 Front St., appeared in 
the Schenectady Civic Players "EPI
CAC" in October. 

Miss Virginia Mure, formerly of 15 
Washington Ave., was back in Schenec
tady for a visit in Sept. She now lives in 
Sarasota, Florida but keeps in touch with 
the happenings in the Stockade by way 
of The Friends of the Stockade and the 
Stockade Spy. It was so nice talking with 
her again. She brought news of the 
Wildricks, Tony, Mary, Sarah, and Eva 
who used to live n _E_erry: ..St. and 
West Front St. The Wild ricks also live 
in Sarasota now. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Sherwood and 
daughter Emily have bought the house 
at 142 Front St. and plan to do extensive 
renovation and redecorating during the 
next year. While they are working on 
the house, they will be living with Mrs. 
Sherwood's mother, Mrs. Kitts, at 21 
Front St., before moving to G.E. at 
Greenville, S.C. later this year. 

{(QSTEREO 
~ SOUND 

370-2102 

HI-Fl COMPONENT SALES 
& SERVICE 

169 JAY STREET 
SCHENECTADY, N. Y. 12305 

more bark for yOUr money 

S[HEREOADY 
Member FDIC lRll5T 

I i\lockhouse 
• 1\eef h ~rew 

SANDWICHES 

CLAMS 

SNACKS 

A PLACE 

TO MEET 

102 State ::.treet 
cumerurStar1,amrCtnrrctrl------+------, 

MR. CHARLES 
KNITWEAR ETCETERA, INC. 

16 So. Church Street 
Schenectady, New York 12305 

372-8041 

NEW ROOFS FOR OLD ICE SEALED EAVES 

Fu.i.4 lMWt.ed. 

~tochade ~oofert 

DAVID FATATO 
372-3259 

122 NO. COLLEGE ST. 
SCHENECTADY, N .Y. 12305 

BURT SELLICK 
372-4019 

104·!08 STATE ST. ot CHURCH 
Fhone> 346-9117 

OPEN 5UtJDAYS 

1111 
DIAMONDS 

FINE JEWEL~Y 
SILVER-WATCHES 

Tradition 
Since 1888 

215 STATE STREET, 



Street the present approach is quite wide 
and narrows towards the bridge. The 
new approach will take up some of the 
road near the SCC and it will occupy all 
of the right hand side as it swings into 
the continuous curve towards the bridge 
spans. 

The changes in financial status of both 
New York State and the Federal Govern
ment within the last few years have 
caused considerable delay in putting out 
the project for firm bids. The lack of 
safety of the present bridge has been an 
element in raising priority for competing 
dollars. Delays inevitably mean also 
rises in costs. No one will give an exact 
cost for the entire project, and only "in
telligent'" guesses are available. The fig
ure of $13.6 million seems likely, with 
the good possibility that the cost may go 
higher. The whole project will include 
all of the "Reconstruction" work, as well 
as the extensive "Resurfacing" work in 
both Schenectady and Scotia. It will also 
include the cost of demolishing the ex
isting bridge. For the "Reconstruction" 
work, which includes the new bridge and 
its two earth-filled approaches, the Fed
eral Government's share is about 75% 
and New York State 25%. For the "Re
surfacing" work the Federal Govern
ment's share is 50% and New York State 
50%. 

Schenectady Assemblyman Clark C. 
Wemple is quoted in the Schenectady 
Gazette of Sept. 30th as saying that t~e 
State Transportation Department will 
open bids for the construction of the 
bridge on Nov. 18th. . 

"The Western Gateway has the high
est priority rating of the Transportation 
Department." 

The writer wishes to acknowledge 
with many thanks assistance in gather
ing data from Neil Reynolds, J_ames Du?·
gan, the City Engineer's office, David 
Clark of the Schenectady County Pla~
ning Department, and John Lybert m 
charge of Design, New York State De
partment of Transportation. 

-Louis Navias 
N.B. A walk across the existing bridge 

is very rewarding. One look is 
worth more than one picture and a 
thousand words. 

SCHENECTADY'S FIRST BANK 
Serving the Stockade Area 

Since 1807 

Mohawk¥ 
National~ank 

YES, VIRGINIA, THERE 
WAS A MARY GREGORY 

Mrs. E. MacDonald Stanton, Jr.'s ex
quisite collection of Mary Gregory Sand
wich glass sparked a great deal of in
terest and curiosity during the Walk
about. Was there a Mary Gregory? 

Mary Gregory did exist. As a spinster, 
she lived and died at Sandwich (Cape 
Cod), Massachusetts. Employed as a 
decorator at the Boston and Sandwich 
Glass Company, she was a skilled artist 
who had a deep and abiding love for 
children, which is evident in her petite 
paintings on glass. Only white enameled 
figures of children 5 to 12 years of age, 
active in a natural manner and dressed 
simply in the late Victorian New Eng
land style are genuine Mary Gregory. 
Equally important, when you seek out 
the genuine Mary Gregory is the color of 
the glass, the irregular bubbles in the 
glass and the fact that the piece was 
blown and not pressed. The favorite 
color made at Sandwich was cranberry. 
Other colors decorated by Miss Gregory 
were green, blue, clear, even black, 
which, when held to a strong lig·ht, 
shows a deep purple. But keep in mind 
that each color had a dozen variations. 

Most genuine Mary Gregory is in mu
seums or private collections. 

At the present time, a dozen or more 
European and American companies are 
reproducing Mary Gregory-type glass. 
Dishonest or uninformed honest dealers 
in antiques are selling these reproduc
tions as genuine. Figures, faces and cos
tumes tinted in any way are of European 
origin or are poor reproductions. Teen
age children, doing nothing, stiffly for
mal with frilly costumes, as if going to a 
court ball, are old European from Bo
hemia, France or England. 

Many so-called authorities steadfastly 
insist Mary Gregory never existed. If 
you're not convinced she did exist-take 
time to write to the Sandwich Historical 
Society, Sandwich, Massachusetts. 

This fine museum has actual photo
graphs of Mary Gregory and can direct 
you to the cemetery where she's buried. 
Visit this museum the next time you're 
on Cape Cod; it has one of the great col
lections of Sandwich glass. 

Veronica W. Lynch 
REAL EST A TE 5 ~fli CHURCH Sl' 

PldONE EX. 3-3609 

✓-~- COTON'S 
~· _ . PIANO STORE 
f --.. ~If HOME OF UNIQUE 
f _l _ t AND DISTINCTIVE 

QUALITY NEW & USED PIANOS 

150 pianos from which to choose consisting 
of baby, square, and concert grands 

RECONDITIONED UPRIGHTS, SPINETI 
CONSOLES AND REBUILT PLAYERS 

Stop and Browse! 
451 Peek St.,off Maxon Rd.,near Big Non 
Nott Street. For information call 377-5003 

-nWl,~ 

THESTO~ 
AROUND 

11-lE CO~ER., 

•~ Stoobd, Tradition W F.:e wines and Spirits From 

Phil En g/ebardt 's 
511 Union Street FR2-4788 

SHAFFE~ -G~IMM 
• building supply co 

LUMBER a111i MASONS SUPPLIES 

915' GREEN ST. FR7-2239 

'(OUR. KITCHEN DESIGN CENTER 

ArtA.u.~s 
/Ylarl<et 

AT THE 
/NDIAN 

1oti:,{_ 

v~~dlro 

Insurance 


