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NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS 
IN ALBANY 

I was recently invited to attend a 
meeting of the Washington Square 
Association, which is being re-formed, 
after dying some years ago. The 
Central Square Association was also 
represented. After hearing the 
problems of the people in Albany, I 
am very glad to be in Schenectady. 

These groups are still trying to keep 
out hamburger stands, trying to get 
zoning protection, and most surprising 
(to me), talking about suing the city 
to force them to enforce existing 
zoning! As projects they have planted 
shrubbery around vacant lots where 
houses have been demolished. 

I have to feel that we have a pretty 
good balance in our zoning laws. I get 
about equal complaints about our 
zoning being too restrictive and being 
too permissive. Perhaps in the next 
year we can look into changes in 
zoning laws. A major election year is a 
wonderful time to ask for something 
that doesn't cost money. We have a 
good situation-due to the work-of-the 
Stockade people over the last 25 
years. I hope we can do our share 
now. 

Bill Davidsen 

Published by The Stockade Association 

HEY! 

-HEAR¥E!-

Workshops to make hand crafted 
gifts and decorations for Christmas 
will be held every week at The Shop 
at St. George's. For information call 
the Church office at 374-3163. 

IT'S YOUR STOCKADE, TOO! 

This is an invitation to all of the people who live in the Stockade, but are not 
members of the Association, to meet the new members of the Historic District 
Commission at the General Meeting, November 24th at 7:30 p.m. at the County 
Historical Society building. The Commission has a voice in building permits, and 
you should know the people who will effect the type of changes, in area buildings 
for the next 3 years. Since everyone is affected, you are all invited. 

Bill Davidsen 
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The Shop at St. Georges 
30 NORTH FERRY STREET 

many beautiful and 
useful gift items 

open Tuesday thru Saturday 

10-4 

something new every week 

stop in and browse 

NOTIFY CANDIDATES OF 

ILLEGAL POSTERS 

Citi~ens . who see illegally posted 
camprugn signs should report them to 
the c~didates or their headquarters. 
In particular it is illegal to put posters 
on power or telephone poles. 

Change of Address: 

Effective November 1st, the mailing 
address of the Stockade Association 
is: Box 1661 

Schenectady, N. Y. 12301 
The first deed of land to Van Curler 

was in 1661, for 115 acres. 
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Mr. van Dyck 

A plaque indicating a building's age 
as 100 years is not unusual in the 
Stockade. But, buildings usually en
dure longer than people so 100 years 
is particularly significant when you 
describe a friend or neighbor. 

Billy van Dyck is both friend and 
neighbor to many Stockade residents. 
The celebration of his 100th birthday 
on September 8th was only one 
reason why Mr. van Dyck is regarded 
as a unique member of the Stockade 
community. 

Born in New Jersey, William Van 
Bergen van Dyck attended Rutgers 
College Preparatory School and 
Rutgers University where his father 
was a professor of science. As a boy, 
Billy van Dyck was not bothered by 
autos, sonic boom, airplane noise or 
the problem of learning the properties 
of inert gases. He was born before the 
auto, the plane, the discovery of 
helium and neon and the first prac
tical application of the radio. His life 
spans from the Battle of Little Big 
Hom through the Bicentennial of the 
United States. Mr. van Dyck is cele
brating the Bicentennial with his own 
centennial and a host of memories 
that would fill two or three lives. 

As a student at Rutgers, Billy van 
Dyck would assist in his father's 
experiments with another many by 
the name of Edison. While Edison 
went on to create a company, later 
known as the General Electric Co., 
Billy van Dyck completed his studies 
at Rutgers. He was a quarterback on 
the varsity football team in his junior 
year and became team captain as a 
senior. 

He graduated in 1895 and went to 
Columbia University for an Electrical 
Engineering degree in 1897. Mr. van 
Dyck returned to Rutgers and com
pleted a master of science degree in 
1898 while he was an instructor in 
math_ and engineering, and a fulltime, 
unpaid football coach. 

Billy van Dyck left Rutgers to work 
from 1901 to 1906 as an engineer in a 
new industry called "manufacturing" 
for a company founded by J. Pierpont 
Morgan. In 1906, Mr. van Dyck ac
cepted a foreign assignment with the 
Grace & Co., agents of the General 
Electric Co., and sailed to Chile to 
work as a technical representative. 

By 1910, Billy van Dyck was fluent 
in Spanish, was known to many of the 
Chilean industrialists and was one of 
the few Americans with his back
ground located in South America. He 
was hired by General Electric to work 
with an affiliate company in Brazil. 

In the early days of foreign indus
trial development, few U.S. company 
officials realized the distance between 
ports and cities in South America. The 
poor transportation system was 
ignored. According to Billy van Dyck, 
he was sent to Rio de Janiero 
"because it looked close to Chile on 
the map." As he describes the situa
tion, "In order to get from Chile to 
Rio, first you had to book passage on 
a boat. The trip could take any 
number of days depending on weather 
conditions, cargo and whatever other 
factors materialized." 

Billy van Dyck sailed in to the 
Harbor of Rio in 1910 as Haley's 
Comet illuminated the sky. It was 
3:00 a.m. in the morning and he could 
read the newspaper by the light of the 
comet. For Mr. van Dyck, "that sky 
was the most beautiful sight I ever 
saw." 

He worked with the local Brazilian 
company as a GE representative until 
1914 when he created GE de Brazil. 
He was the first president and had 
three people working for him. Billy 
van Dyck stayed in Brazil until 1926 
as president. He was also Director of 
the GE Argentine company. 

Mr. van Dyck spent all of World 
War I in South America. The shortage 
of U.S. goods enabled him to create a 
manufacturing plant for GE in Brazil. 
Because of the isolation, Billy van 
Dyck and a friend, publisher of the 
largest Brazilian newspaper, literally 
made history together. 
. In the summer of 1915, the pub

lisher complained to Mr. van Dyck 
that no information was coming from 
Europe. The two friends decided to 
construct events as they believed they 
were happening. When they finished 
the publisher looked at the story and 
exclaimed, "By God, we'll publish." 

The st~ry was picked up by news
papers m the U.S. and around the 
world. _Mr. van Dyck and the publisher 
later discovered that their theories of 
the war in Europe were almost totally 
accurate. 

Mr. van Dyck returned to the U.S. 
to Schenectady in 1926 when he 
became Manager of the Foreign Office 
and assistant to the GE president, 
Clark Minor. By 1930, all departments 
answered to him except functional 
operations. He retired from GE in 
1945 and has been a Schenectady 
resident, Stockade dweller and active 
community leader. 

Visiting with Billy van Dyck today 
you realize that this quiet gentleman 
has met an extraordinary cross-section 
of people. He has known sea captains, 
smugglers, sailors and military 
officers, national presidents and am
bassaclors rom around the world. H~ 
mementos include being selected Dis-
tin gu is hed Practicing Engineering 
Alumnus from Rutgers in 1938. In 
19 3 9, the Brazilian government 
bestowed its highest civilian honor on 
Billy van Dyck. The Order of the 
Southern Cross was given "in recogni
tion of his service 

Billy van Dyck sailed in to the 
harbor of Rio in 1910 as Haley's 
Comet 

In his life, Billy van Dyck has been 
a corporate executive who created a 
major division for a company that 
today is the sixth largest in the world. 
While living in South America he was 
called upon to perform a variety of 
unofficial duties, one of which being 
that Billy van Dyck was responsible 
for anchoring a lighted signal buoy in 
the Straits of Magellan, despite the 
tremendous wind and sea currents, the 
one time it has ever been successfully 
attempted. 

When the S. S. Cyclops disappeared 
enroute from Rio de Janiero to New
port News, Va., he cond]Jcted_ the 
investigation of the event with 
American and French officials and 
reported his findings in person to the 
assistant secretary of the Navy, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

Billy van Dyck played first base at 
the age of 56 years on the American
Rio baseball team and also partici
pated in the first radio chess match 
held on two ships at sea. And, he 
attended the 75th birthday of Thomas 
Edison, a man he had met in his 
youth. 

Today Billy van Dyck spends his 
time reading the daily newspaper, and 
several professional journals. He 
enjoys watching TV and restoring a 
house he recently purchased. He is a 
member of the board at the Com
munity State Bank in Albany and is 
active in the Historical Society in 
Coxsackie, birthplace of his father and 
grandfather. 



Residing with Mr. van Dyck is his 
niece Mrs. H. V. Bucher ("Flo"), and 
a pug dog named Firecracker. To Billy 
van Dyck, his life isn't particularly 
unusual. He maintains that he's 
human, has enjoyed opportunities and 
that he has been lucky. 

During those 100 years, Billy van 
Dyck has also mastered the art of the 
understatement. 

by Peggi Drum 
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THE STOCKADE VILLAGERS 

INCORPORATE 

by Jane Milner 

The Stockade Villagers, Inc. is the 
official incorpo_!'aj:ed n_ame of the 
committee that has successfully spon
sored the Fall Art Show in the Stock
ade for the past 24 years. 

At a meeting on October 14, 1975, 
the articles of incorporation were ap
proved and the 1 7 incorporators were 
elected to the Board of Directors. The 
officers, elected from the Board of 
Directors, are: 

President .......... Ernie Cohen 
First Vice 

President . ...... Roger Kambour 
Second Vice 

President . ... Mary van der Bogert 
Third Vice 

President . ..... Elizabeth Perkins 
Secretary ........... Jane Milner 
Treasurer ......... Paul Mahoney 

In addition to the officers, Ferris 
Copper and Jim Gilliland were elected 
as Representatives-at-Large from the 
Board of Directors to the Executive 
Committee. 
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"Organization for Action 
for the Riverfront" 

The Riverfront Steering Commit
tee, though primarily a planning and 
coordinating group has been actively 
participating with saws and pruners in 
the two _local "Clean-up" programs, in 
preparation for permanent riverfront 
public parks. The land in Scotia bor
dering on Collins Park and Schonowee 
Ave. is cleared, leaving some trees and 
wild plants on the river banks, and 
ready for the establishment of the 
Bicentennial celebration and Barge ar
rival next July. 

In Niskayuna, two miles of path
~ay have been cleared and expecta
tions of completing two more miles 
up to the KAPL property are good, 
n'?w that the rains have stopped. 
Niskayuna has acquired or does own 
enough riverfront land to promise a 
bike path connecting to the now 
usable Colonie Bike Path in 1976. In 
all, about 300 volunteers willingly 
gave their time to the two projects 
making next year a banner year fo; 
hikers and bikers. 

The Steering Committee has kept in 
close touch with progress on the 7½ 
mile Rotterdam Bike Hike Path and 
all indications are that bids for con
struction will go out late this winter 
for spring construction. The Commit
tee will continue to keep track of 
progress and keep everyone informed. 

Veronica W. Lynch 
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Stockade Association Meeting 

September 22, 1975 

President Davidsen called the meet
ing to order at 8:04. The agenda was 
approved as read. Pat Davidsen read 
the minutes of the May meeting. 

Treasurer Bob George read the 
financial statement for the year end
ing June 30, 1975. Gross income was 
$2380 and total expenses were $1214, 
for a net increase in assets of $1166. 
The general fund contains $371 and 
the heritage fund contains $3344, for 
total assets of $3715. 

President Davidsen reported that he 
had received mailing lists from the 
Schenectady County Riverfront Steer
ing Committee and the Erie Blvd.
Maxon Rd. Corridor committee re
questing input. Peter Caputo acknowl
edged the letter from the assoc;iation 
regarding traffic conartions, but gave 
no commitment for action. 

The St. George's Women's Auxiliary 
sent a letter requesting that their con
tribution to the association be entered 
in the heritage fund. Metro Travel 
contacted Mr. Davidsen by phone, but 
has not presented a plan for a bus 
trip to Boston. Abelove's Laundry 
contacted Mr. Davidsen about having 
a sale on the day of the walkabout, 
and was referred to the Walkabout 
Committee. 

Mrs. Virginia C. Plunkett from the 
Leage of Women Voters spoke at 
length on the Equal Rights Amend
ment. She gave the history of the 
legislation, and a view of some of the 
effects which have occurred and not 
occurred in states having ERA. She 
answered several questions from the 
floor. 

Under Old Business, Ann George 
reported for the Walkabout Com
mittee that the event would be held as 
planned, and that all preparations had 
been completed. President Davidsen 
reported that the School Board had 
been firm in their commitment to 
make preservation of the facade of 
108 Union St. a part of any deed. Dr. 
Navias asked if this prevented demoli
tion, and President Davidsen said he 
felt that it did. Pat Davidsen reported 
for the Bicentennial Committe that 
the county plans to have some form 
of "town meetings", and a tour of the 
Erie Blvd. area. She reported on the 
plans for a landing for the Bicenten
nial Barge, to be constructed on the 
Scotia side of the river. 

The Airport committee report was 
given by Allan Brown, who indicated 
that most of the politicians who were 
in favor of airport expansion were 
unlikely to be in office after election. 
It seems that the plans for major 
expansion have been stopped for the 
time being. The final fiscal report on 
the picnic indicated that our invest
ment was $454 this year. 

Pat Davidsen reported that this 
issue of the SPY had broken even, but 
that a serious deficit was anticipated 
due to advertisers going out of 
business, or withdrawing seasonal ads. 
A request was made for help in getting 
advertisers. 

Under New Business, President 
Davidsen requested volunteers for 
heading a membership drive, and ideas 
for celebration of the Bicentennial. 
Response to both requests was under
whelming, and President Davidsen 
indicated that the board would at
tempt to draft a head for the member
ship drive. 

Dr. Navias wished to go on record 
as favoring a renaming of Rotundo 
Park to "Stockade Park", rather than 
"Riverside Park". The meeting was 
adjourned at 8: 58 p.m. 

HEAR YE! 

Included with this SPY is an adver
tisement for a beautiful book, 
"Restored America", featuring the 
Stockade area, along with 20 other 
cities. The price is $25.00 and part of 
the proceeds of this sale will go to the 
Association for future restoration. If 
you are interested, please call Jim 
Schmitt at 372-3344 OR 370-1325. 

TIDINGS: 

Send us your Tidings! Please call 
Mrs. van der Bogert at 372-0280 OR 
Mrs. Fatato at 372-3259. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Buchanan 
are moving to their new house on 
Snowden Avenue along with their dog 
Murphy. 

It is with great pleasure that we 
welcome our new neighbors: 

Mr. and Mrs. Roger Tubby at 17 
Front St. 

Mr. L. L. Little at 5 North Ferry St. 

Jan Van Rensselaer at 33 North 
Ferry St. 

Mrs. Ann P. Smith at 232 Green St. 

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Kast at 203 
Union St. 

Mrs. Jacalyn Alper at 6 North 
Ferry St. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eric Burleigh of 30 
North Ferry St. announce the birth of 
their son, Jason Scott Burleigh. 

Richie Kirshner is back from his 
month-long trip to California. Richie 
went out there to buy jade for his new 
business of selling stones to jewelers. 

Elizabeth McNaughton Acton's 
collection of paintings will be on 
display until November 28th at St. 
George's Great Hall. 

The shop at St. George's is under 
the new management of Stockader 
Jane Milner. 

Schenectady County Public Library 

BICENTENNIAL FILM SERIES 

All films will be shown in the 
Meeting Room of the central library, 
Liberty & Clinton Streets, at 7:30 
p.m. Open to the public without 
admission charge. 

Nov. 5 - "City out of the Wilder
ness", "The Light Here Kindled". 

Nov. 12 - "Making a Revolution" 
(from the Alistair Cooke "America" 
Series). 

Nov. 19 "Drums Along the 
Mohawk" starring Henry Fonda, 
Claudette Colbert and John Carradine. 

HEAR YE! 

Everyone is welcome to come t 
the Christmas Open House o 
December 9 from 10-4 at The ShoJ 
at St. George's. Their unique gift 
make Christmas shopping a pleasure 

HEAR YE! 

Stockade Association meeting wil 
be held at the Schenectady Coun~ 
Historical Society on November 24th 
a Monday, at 7:30 p.m. 

Everyone is invited to come. 


