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Editor's Note 
October 28th marked the beginning of the 

year-long celebration of the 250th Anniversary 
of the founding of St. George's Episcopal 
Church. The following is the first in a series of 
articles highlighting the church's history and 
events planned for this celebration year. 

HISTORY OF ST. GEORGE'S 

St. George's Church in the Historic Stockade 
District marks the celebration of 250 years of 
worship and service in Schenectady. On the lawn 
in front of the Church, North Ferry Street, 
stands a plaque which explains that in the early 
days of Schenectady, when attack by Indians 
was still a thing to be feared, a stockade 
surrounded a large portion of the Town. A 
blockhouse stood at the northeast corner of the 
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The Church building, when completed in 
1769, had a width of 36 feet and depth of 56 feet. 
Two rows of columns in the Tuscan style divided 
it into nave and aisles and in the middle of the 
east wall stood the altar and two desks for 
reading and preaching. Against the south wall, 
two pews distance from the door to the chancel 
was the pew of Sir William Johnson "adorned 
with a handsome canopy supported by 
pilasters". St. George's has been described as 
"one of the finest examples of colonial archi
tecture in the Mohawk Valley". Due to the 
vicissitudes of War, the tension between Patriot 
and Tory, the process of reconstruction indi
cated necessity for a definite parish organization 
and in 1790 the Church was incorporated in the 
State of New York. 

stockade and its cannon commanded the ferry By 1804 extensive church repairs were 
across the river at the foot of Ferry Street. This necessary-the steeple was replaced and the roof 

oc ouse stoo on e spot w ere Sf:-George's~ed. Because 01Tinanc1a s ress itwa-s ----- -
now stands. The first Anglican or Episcopal suggested that a person qualified to fill some 
Service was held in Schenectady in 1695 by the position at Union College be chosen as Rector, 
Reverend John Miller, Chaplain to the Garrison and the Reverend Alonzo Potter was elected. He 
in Albany. He is credited with having made the began his eminient career as priest and teacher in 
first map of Schenectady. The beginnings of the 1819. The growth in this period of history 
Parish go back to a stormy evening in the Winter brought the necessity to increase the seating 
of 1735 when the Reverend Thomas Barclay capacity and the church was expanded by 
made his way to Schenectady and became the widening the east end and adding a small vestry. 
first priest of the Church of England to hold The building was again enlarged in 1858 and the 
regular Services and start an English School at stone tower erected in 1871. Further alterations 
what was to become St. George's Church. and additions were made in 1882 when the east 

A young man of 21 years, John W. Brown, 
arrived in Schenectady from England in 1748. 
Through his care and wisdom, leadership and 
service, a mission of the English Church became 
established. One of his daughters is the first 
recorded Baptism in the Parish Registers. In 
1758, with some 300 houses sh,eltering the 
inhabitants of the Town, a subscription to raise 
funds for the Church building was headed by Sir 
William Johnson, Bart. 

In Sir William, the English Church had a 
warm friend and he gave his moral and financial 
support-31 pounds, 10 shillings, to the 
endeavor. Through the munificence of Sir 
William and with the help of Trinity Church, 
New York City, construction of the Georgian
style edifice as begun in 1759 by Samuel Fuller, 
Master Artificier to His Majesty's Forces, and 
the parish was incorporated under the Crown. 

For spiritual continuity and episcopal over
sight, the new parish was under the egis of the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel and 
the Bishop of London which continued until the 
Revolutionary War when the building was used 
as a barracks. 

wall was moved out by IO feet adding the chancel 
and robing room. 

A major restoration of St. George's by the 
architects of Colonial Williamsburg took place 
in 1952 and returned the Church to the "spirit of 
its colonial splendor". Late nineteenth century 
Victorian influences were removed, restoring an 
unrestricted view of the High Altar. A new Lady 
Chapel was constructed behind the High Altar 
and situated on the main axis of the church and 
the organ and choir were returned to their earlier 
place in the west gallery. 

In recognition of more than 250 years of 
serving Schenectady and to commemorate this 
unique Anniversary, the parish has installed a 
new organ, a new slate roof, painted the interior 
and re-pointed the exterior walls (the western 
portion of which are original) improved the 
landscaping and established an endowment for 
Missions and Education. Dr. Harold Martin, 
one time President of Union College, and former 
President of the American Academy in Rome is 
the Author of the History of St. George's 
"Spanning Three Centuries". 
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Tidings 
Renata Frank has purchased "the difference 

is ... ". Barbara Edwards and Rachel Armstrong 
will continue at the store on a consulting basis 
for the time being. 

Bill and Grace Ivey from Michigan have 
recently visited their daughter Mary Ivey of 
Ingersol Avenue. 

To The Editor 
We would like to take this opportunity to 

acknowledge the many contributions of the late 
John L. Elsbree to the Stockade neighborhood. 
John was a resident of the Stockade for well over 
twenty-five years and served as President of the 
Stockade Association and first Chairman of the 
Historic District Commission. His knowledge of 
historic preservation and zoning was unequaled 
and it was largely through his efforts that the 
Stockade was named an historic district and an 
historic district zoning ordinance was enacted. 

John was our friend for many years. There is 
no question that he was a "difficult" person and 
even our friendship had its "difficult" moments. 
However, when we remember him, what invar
iably comes to mind is how knowledgeable and 
cultured a man he was. He had a profound 
influence on our lives, for he taught us, more 
than anyone, about aesthetics and taste - and 
preservation and zoning! John had an un
quenchable thirst to learn, and what is more 
important, he imparted this to others. When we 
were with him, we found his enthusiasm for 
learning to be catching. 

Although in his last few years he withdrew 
from the neighborhood, he always tried to do 
what he thought was right for the Stockade. We 
pay tribute to his efforts. We shall miss him. 

Barbara Panetta Sauer 
T. Gregory Sauer 

Schenectady County 
Tourism 

Schenectady County tourism has benefitted 
significantly from two recent announcements: 
The first was the news that the County had been 
awarded a $26,678 New York State Commerce 
Department Matching Funds grant for 1984-85. 
The second is the creation of a slogan, "Connect 
With Schenectady". Both the grant and the 
slogan will be used to promote tourism through
out the County through the Schenectady County 
Chamber of Commerce, the designated Schenec
tady County tourism promotion agency. 

~Mi~~ 
Schenectady, N.Y. 12305 
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Bar open Noon to Midnight 

The new logo, unveiled on October 4 by Ed 
Plog, Chairman of the Tourism and Visitor 
Advisory Council of the Schenectady Chamber 
of Commerce, was developed by Schenectady's 
DTV Advertising. It employs a forward-looking 
type style used in concert with a style of type 
reminiscent of a Vaudeville poster. 

A radio spot to reinforce the print ads will be 
produced in the near future. Other plans for 
promoting the County include print advertising 
targeted at the motor coach industry and the 
development of a Visitor Guide. 

In describing the Visitor Guide, Ed Plog 
outlined a pocketsized, comprehensive introduc
tion to Schenectady County with a centerfold 
map, descriptions and information on attrac
tions and special events, listing of hotels, motels, 
campgrounds, marinas, restaurants, retail shops 
and antique stores, as well as a listing of services 
that a visitor to Schenectady might require. The 
guides will be distributed through local hotels 
and attractions as well as to the thousands of 
people who inquire about the County by 
contacting the Schenectady County Chamber of 
Commerce. The Visitor Guide is seen both as a 
lure piece to motivate people to visit Schenec
tady, as well as a vehicle to encourage business 
people to bring spouses and families along on 
their next trip to Schenectady. The Visitor Guide 
is also seen as being instrumental in encouraging 
visitors to stay in Schenectady an extra day. 

In coming up with the slogan, logo and 
marketing plan, DTV Advertising Account 
Executive, Teresa Derikart, worked closely with 
a marketing committee composed of Ed Plog, 
Mary Bee, Betty Bricker, Jim O'Brien, William 
Westcott and Joanne DeVoe. 

The $26,678 New York State Grant, which is 
administered by the I Love New York Division 
of Tourism of the State Commerce Department, 
will be matched with an equal amount of locally 
raised money from Schenectady County, the 
City of Schenectady and private sector sources. 
$3,357 from the grant has been earmarked for 
use in the cooperative promotion of the six
County Capital-Saratoga region to which 
Schenectady belongs. "Our position, partic
ularly our proximity to Saratoga and Albany is a 
tremendous asset for us," said Joanne DeVoe. 
"The regional portion of our grant· definitely is 
money well invested." 
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Stockade Improvements Option 1: Adaptive Reuse 

As many of you know, the City of Schenec- Preserving a historically significant building, 
tady during the past year has undertaken several upgrading its appearance, and providing a 
improvements to Riverside Park that have means for its regular maintenance are all 
considerally enhanced its overall appearance. advantages of adaptively reusing the bathhouse. 
The removal of the remaining vestiges of the This approach could also promote greater use of 
abandoned swimming pool, the repositioning the park which, according to your perspective, 
and replacement of playground equipment, and could be either an advantage or a disadvantage. 

the edging of the asphalt path have all On the negative side, identifying a feasible 
contributed noticeably to the park's improve- reuse is always a difficult task. Perhaps an even 
ment. An additional undertaking that will greater problem would be how to accommodate 
eventually gain notice was the planting of crown the traffic needed to sustain the building's use. 
vetch plants on the riverbank in April of this Several years ago a proposal to use the former 
year. As the plants mature, they should begin to bathhouse as a visitor information center for the 
dominate the slope, hindering the growth of tall soon to be developed Urban Cultural Park 
and unsightly weeds that obscure the park user's raised considerable concern among some Stock-
view of the river. ade residents over the proposed parking for the 

Despite these improvements, however, there facility. As no one in the neighborhood needs to 
be reminded, parking spaces are in short supply, remains an unsolved problem in the park: that is, 

what to do with the abandoned bathhouse? and any reuse of the building would probably 
serve to exacerbate the problem. A third 

Some long term residents will recall its potential obstacle is the substantial investment 
construction in the l 920's and its use as a public that would likely be required to restore it to use. 
bathhouse for many years. Unmaintained, 
deteriorating, and unsightly in its present Option 2: Demolition 
condition, the abandoned building serves no Demolishing the building would remove what 
useful purpose. How then do we deal with this some residents believe is an eyesore from the 
monument of the past? park, and also relieve the City Parks Dept. of a 

No doubt a convincing argument could be maintenance responsibility. Its removal would 
made that it should be preserved because of its also provide additional recreational space within 
historic significance to the neighborhood, even the park. The chief disadvantage would be the 
though in relation to the life and history of the loss of an historically significant building. 

Stockade it is a relatively recent relic. That the Option 3: Renovation 
building should be demolished also could be As with Option 1, this approach would 
effectively argued, on the grounds that it has no upgrade the appearance oft he former bathhouse 
potential for practical reuse and thus is destined and preserve an historic structure. It would also 
to decay. most likely require a substantial public invest-
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choice between either preservation through in good condition. An unused building is also Owner SCHENECTADY. NY 12308 

adaptive reuse or demolition is, however, an much more susceptible to vandalism than one 
over simplistic manner of viewing the problem. being actively used. 
One could, for example, concede that the Summary 
bathhouse lacks a practical reuse but remain 
committed to its preservation on the basis that The purpose of this article is to initiate a 
its historic significance outweighs all other discussion concerning the future of the 
considerations. Similarly, one could acknowl- abandoned bathhouse. It has not been my 
edge the historic significance of the building yet intention to suggest any particular course of 
still support its demolition, by accepting action, although I do think some action needs to 
alternative methods of recognizing that signif- be taken soon. In 1982 the city considered, but 
icance (e.g. by placing descriptive signage and did not pursue, commissioning a study to 
photographs at the former site). evaluate the feasibility of reusing the bathhouse. 

*************** 

I have just described several possible methods 
of determining the future of the former 
bathhouse. Let us briefly explore some of the 
advantages and disadvantages associated with 
each. 

-

XEROX COPIES 
Low Low Prices 

OFFSET PRINTING 
Small or Large Orders 

124 Jay S1 393-0301 

While the resolution of this issue does not 
necessarily require a feasibility study, it does 
require serious discussion by both the Stockade 
neighborhood and the City administration 
about what should be done. I encourage anyone 
interested in this issue to offer comments to 
either the Dept. of Planning & Economic 
Development or the Stockade Neighborhood 
Association. 

(518) 372-4788 

Glenn Gibbs 
Associate Planner 

Dept. of Planning & 
Economic Development 
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Meet the Spy's Staff-No. 2 

Graphics-Barbara Carroll 

This article continues the series on the people 
who work to bring you the Stockade Spy. 

There's a good reason why Barbara Carroll's 
name is listed immediately after the Editor's, in 
the Stockade Spy masthead. 

That cryptic description of her role
"Graphics"-covers a good many important 
functions in the process that starts with the pre
issue meeting to develop article ideas, and ends 
when the latest Spy appears on Stockade 
doorsteps. 

While Barbara doesn't write Spy articles or 
bring in advertisers, her influence is felt in every 
column-inch of every page. Barbara is entrusted 
with the planning of each issue's appearance. 
She determines which article goes where and, 
very often, must make the choice that says "hold 
this one for next month", when space runs out. 

She specifies the type faces and sizes used in 
headlines, subheads, captions and body type. 
She takes the printer's galley proofs, makes sure 
that the test and headlines match, and uses her 
trusty scissors and rubber cement pot to provide 
the printer with four or more pages that are 
ready for his press-page proofs to the amateur, 
but 'mechanicals' which are 'camera-ready', in 
the arcane argot of the communications pro. 

Her artistic help is also available to Spy 
advertisers. Some ads come in camera-ready 
format-others need art, type specifications, 
and often, intelligent suggestions to help make 
them more productive salesmen. Barbara is 
ready with all of them, as part of this nine-times-
a-year community contribution. 

Barbara of course works closely with the Spy's 
printer-Schenectady Herold Printing, N. 
Broadway-and will tell you: "They're wonder
ful-always ready to help; they work fast, and 
they follow instructions". And, she points out, 
when Schenectady Herold prints the Spy, the 
blacks are black and the whites are white
which doesn't always happen in printing. 

Barbara Carroll is a Schenectady girl, a 
Linton alumna, and earned a degree in Elemen
tary Education, with a minor in Art, at Platts
burgh State. Her career includes a year as a 
substitute teacher-of Art, naturally-in the 
Schenectady school system. She is now a 
Graphic Artist in the Department of Planning 
and Economic Development, City of Schenec
tady. 

The most noticeable thing about Barbara-in 
addition to the unfailing smile-is very often at 
the other end of the leash in her hand. This is her 
friend who answers to the name of Benson, 
amounts to 95 lb. of Old English Sheepdog, 
greets the world with jump-up-and-down 
enthusiasm, and wants to be everyone's friend. 

Barbara seems to share Benson's feelings 
toward everyone she meets-and her attitude 
helps to make her an extra pleasure to work with 
on a group project, such as represented by each 
issue of the Stockade Spy. 

John H. Ronayne 


