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Ellis Mansion 
John Harter and Jim Schmidt sent letters in 

early October to Mayor Johnson and John 
Camileo, building inspector, to protest the 
severe deterioration of Ellis Mansion at 217 
Union Street. On Thursday, October 16, the 
Gazette ran an article describing the mayor's 
action. The owner is building an addition to the 
mansion in which he ostensibly plans 
apartments without complying with the city's 
requirement that he repair and renovate the 
existing structure. 

Participants of the Walkabout were 
astonished to see construction proceeding on a 
back attachment to a disintegrating mansion. 
Pigeons fly in and out of the windows, and the 
balcony on the front has weeds and a tree 
growing in it. 

Charles Ellis built his man..§i_on at 217 side by_ 
side with his brother Edward's at 215. They were 
sons of John, the locomotive works founder, 
whose mansion was at Liberty Street and South 
College at the canal crossing. Steinmetz leased 
John's house and lived there till he built his own 
home on Wendell. John's mansion was 
demolished in the l 950's and today is the site of 
Burger King.1 

1Hart, Larry. "Tales of Old Schenectady", Vol. I. Old 
Dorp Books, Scotia: 1975. p. 196. 
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Charles EIiis's mansion at 217 Union Street that 
later became Amity Hall. 

~oto c~rtesy Larry Hart. i~d ... 196. __ _ 

The Historical Society Newsletter is running 
an informative article by Jim Schmidt and 
Werner Feibes on the mews behind Ellis 
Mansion, 10 - 31 - 86. Jim Schmidt and John 
Harter met with Karen Johnson later in 
October. The owner has been threaten~d with a 
$150 fine per day for his violation of the zoning 
ordinance, Section 7 .11, and at the time of the 
meeting he did have a roofing contract. 

The Harmanus -Peek houses, demolished in 1884 fcJr 1he huildinK of" 1he 1wo Ellis homes on lower 
Union S1reet 

Photo courtesy Larry Hart, ibid., p. 197. 

VOLUME XXVI, Number 3 

City's Senior Clergyman to Retire: 

Father Darwin Kirby 
Highlights 38 Years at 

St. George's Church 
"I was blessed with magnificent friends, who 

loved the Lord and who were willing to put up 
with me," says soon-to-retire Father Darwin 
Kirby, Jr., Rector of St. George's Church since 
1947, in reminiscing about his career. The period 
has seen a complete renaissance in the Stockade, 
in which Father Kirby's leadership and effort 
played key roles for his church and for his 
neighbors in the community. 

His responsibility has been the longest in the 
history of St. George's, which spans three 
centuries. He is Schenectady's senior clergyman. 

--To illustrate progress m the churc : in 1947, 
there were some 150 member families in the 
congregation. Today, there are 600-plus 
families, with an estimated 20 percent being 
Stockade residents, and the others coming from 
Schenectady, Niskayuna, Gloversville, 
Saratoga, etc. Father Kirby must quietly enjoy 
this fact: "Some of my out-of-city parishioners 
must pass five or six Episcopalian churches on 
their way to St. George's." 

Asked about his principal memories of more 
than 38 years, Father Kirby mentioned: 

• Physical changes in the church, with 
restoration of the edifice, a new Lady Chapel, 
and a return to the original colonial architecture, 
completed in 1953, with then Governor Thomas 
E. Dewey and other celebrities present for the 
dedication, Education Building, Great Hall, 
rebuilding of Cranmer House, and other 
physical improvements. 

• The 250th anniversary of St. George's, with 
distinguished prelates on hand for three major 
services. Included were the Lord Bishop. of 
London, the Presiding Bishop of the U.S. 
Episcopal Church, and the Bishop of Aberdeen 
and Orkney. More than $500,000 was raised for 
church improvements; and on-going endow
ment funds for education and missions, 
including those on Okinawa and Haiti, were 
established. Endowments now under Father 
Kirby's aegis total more than $1,000,000. 

• More than 25 young men from St. George's 
have entered the priesthood. 

• Inauguration of the Nursery School and the 
start of the annual Christmas tree lighting 
ceremony. 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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President's Message 
Without mutual respect for and consideration 

of our neighbors, this closely-built little 
community of ours would be a much less 
attractive place to live, regardless of all of our 
historic decor. Simple, common courtesy toward 
one an other is as important today as it was in 
times past, remembered by some as more genteel 
times. Although no longer dictated by the more 
formal rules of etiquette of the past, a thoughtful 
and caring attitude will generally suggest the best 
choice of behavior and result in appreciation 
from those we live with. Often that which is the 
easiest appears to be unnecessarily selfish upon 
closer examination and correctable with little 
extra effort. 

Most of us were taught, and live by the 
GOLDEN RULE: "Do unto others as you would 
have them do unto you." Sometimes, however, 
we simply need t·o be reminded in order to clean 
up our act. For example, parking in the Stockade 
is an ongoing problem with no foreseeable 
solution, but that does not excuse the discourtesy 
of parking across a neighbor's driveway, parking 
on the sidewalk, or parking in a no parking zone. 
Another egregious parking offense is pulling up 
over the curb to rest upon slate, bricks or grass; 
you needn't stay long because most of the 
resultant damage occurs instantly. If you benefit 
from frequently parking in one of our church's 
lots, try to find alternative parking for Sunday 
morning services, or anytime you know they are 
having an event and need their lot. Other 
opportunities for showing common courtesy 
include not putting your garbage out on the curb 
sooner than late in the evening before pick-up, 
scooping up any pooping your dog may do in the 
streets, sidewalks, or the park, and shoveling your 
sidewalk of snow thoroughly and as promptly as 
you can, and throwing salt out when necessary. 
It's simple - your actions may adversely affect 
other people. 

Certainly none of what I have reviewed should 
1:>e a cause for revelation by anyone. I may, 
however, have stimulated thoughts of other 
discourtesies you suffer at the hands of your 
neighbors; any examples are far from exhaustive. 
Hopefully they will read this column, consider 
their behavior, and mend their ways. Hopefully 
these words may inspire introspection by us all. 
Go out of your way next time you have a second 
thought and put forth that little extra effort that 
will be appreciated as courteous by your 
neighbors. This is a great place to live - we can 
make it even better. 

John L. Harter 

Human beings are the only creatures on earth 
that allow their children to come back home. 

-Fatherhood, by Bill Cosby 

Father Darwin Kirby 
Highlights 38 Years at 

St. George's Church 
(Continued from Page I) 

• Being among the leaders in forming cove
na n ts between Catholic and Episcopalian 
churches, with St. George's and St. John the 
Baptist joined, in the presence of the Arch bishop 
of Canterbury. 

• Achieving for St. George's enormous 
prestige and a position world-knowned in the 
Anglican religious community. 

In discussing the physical changes in the 
Stockade, Father Kirby mentioned the leader
ship of Ernie Cohen and Marvin Friedman, and 
added: "I buried both of them." 

Father Kirby, born in Chicago, graduated 
from the University of Illinois, earned his MA in 
English Literature at Yale, and received his 
theological training at Seabury-Western Semi
nary. He was ordained in 1944, served at St. 
Luke's, Evanston, Ill., and was named St. 
George's Rector in 1947. 

"I love this area and will miss it tremendous
ly," Father Kirby says. He is moving to North 
Carolina November 22 or 23. He plans to write 
his memoirs, preach - he has led two missions 
in Australia, among many others - and travel, 
"before I have to take the doctor with me." 

He has had many curates on the staff, and they 
have all been "excellent." The same compliment 
applies to secretaries, past and present: Ruby 
Wilkins, Rosemary Van. Derhoof and Diane 
Druzba. 

Actual retirement will occur later this year, 
upon election and institution of his successor. 
And Father Kirby will take with him the very 
best wishes and gratitude of everyone who has 
been privileged to know him. 

Speaking of gratitude: who in the Stockade 
hasn't been grateful to Father Kirby for his truly 
Christian attitude toward residents and visitors 
simply by leaving his sizable parking area ope~ 
to all comers during the week? 

-John H. Ronayne 

Concert in Honor 
of Father Kirby 

A magnificent concert by Dr. Leonard Raver, 
New York Philharmonic organist and Juilliard 
School faculty member, was presented Sunday, 
October 19, at 4 pm at St. George's Church, to 
honour the Reverend Canon Darwin Kirby, Jr., 
D.D., L. H. D., on his retirement as rector of St. 
George's. The program included the premier of 
Fenestrae Aeternitatis (Windows onto Eternity) 
by area composer Timothy Luby. The piece, 
commission!!d in honour of Father Kirby, is 
scored for organ, harp, cello, French horn, and 
oboe. Luby has an MA in music theory and 
composition from the Crane School of Music 
Potsdam, and has done graduate work a: 
Indiana University. Raver also played works by 
Marchand, Handel, J. S. Bach, John Weaver, 
Louie White and Henri Mulet. 

A workshop for musicians was held by Raver 
the previous day and was followed by a recep
tion. 

0PPE1l UNION TllAVEL. INC. 
1708 UNION STREET 

(Oppo.l'ite Ben & Jerr.r'.1- Ice Cream) 

• Domestic & International Travel • Ticket Delivery 
F.ILF.F.!\ JLIIIA'- JESSICA W. SPACIL 

346-7474 
Hours: Mon.· Fri.· 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM or by Appointment 

Christmas in the Country ... 
See our complete 

selection of country 
bouquets, trimmings, 

herb wreaths, ornaments
and more! Now in our 

new location. - • The former B. Cornelius & Smith toy store 

The Colonial Petal 
in Canal Square 

downtown Schenectady 377-6648 

THE NEXT -TO - NEW SHOP 
lflJAY STRt:t:T • SCHt:Nt:CTADY,NY. 

~uf.OOW~G ;D •mr C 

t:STA■LISHIED IN IHa ■YTHt:JUNIOa Lt:AGUt: OF SCHt:Nt:CTADY 

TIMECENTER 
J~!:E~ 

428 State St. Three doors from Proctors 

Downtown Schenectady (518) 374-0183 

OPEN EVENINGS THURS & FRI till 9 

We're old enough to know better. 

We're 
here 

to 
help! 

LAWRENCE INSURANCE GROUP• INSURANCE & UNDERWRITING 
518/ 370-1720 

p;'II ,, 
HE CAPITAL REGION'S 

HOMETOWN 
BANK. 

r::11 Schenectady Trust 
t..11 Trust in us. -••DIC ~ 

Offices in Albany, Catskill. Clifton Part<. Colonie, 
Glenville. Guilderland, Latham. Niskayuna, Rotterdam. Schenectady 

WriCb 
-Spe< ializing in Prime Residential Real Estate 

5 SOUTH CHURCH STREET. SCHENECTADY 

393-3609 



Dutch Reformed Minister 
Installed 

First Reformed Church conducted an 
installation service for the Reverend Mr. Albert 
A Smith, to serve as minister for worship and 
mission, on October 19 at 3:30 pm. The 
installation service was preceded by the 
Adirondack Baroque Consort and the Klokken 
Ringers of First Reformed Church. A reception 
in Friendship Hall immediately followed the 
service. 

Abbreviated Notes of 
Ass'n Meeting 9 /22/86 
John Harter introduced discussion of the 

hobby show and walkabout. He discussed the 
shootings at the railroad track - has met with E. 
Front St. Ass'n, mayor, and high ranking police. 
The police promise better surveillance and 
suggest: prevent access by vehicles, cut brush, and 
create image that area is an unsafe place to have a 
party. 

Lawrence - back middle of November. We 
all love George Weinheimer's banner portrait of 
Lawrence. Statue will be bronzed. Statue itself is 
zinc, originally painted a sandstone color. Was 
catalog order in 1887, included base. $21,000 
cost of repairs does not include fence 
replacement. Fence up next year for centennial, 
Sept, 1987. 

Dr. Navias reported on our new street signs. 
Numbers on signs - have you noticed? Every 
10,000 feet, all north and east. Dr. Navias 
presented a map. Voice from audience: "What is 
the purpose of it all?" Dr. Navias: "I've no idea." 

Tree Lightings 
A 50 foot evergreen in front of the YWCA 

with 800 lights will be dedicated at a ceremony at 
5:30 pm, Friday, December 5. 

Called the "Joy Tree", it will be the centerpiece 
for the YW's Festival of Trees. The festival will 
feature trees decorated in various themes by 
garden clubs, businesses, and ethnic and social 
clubs. Trees will be on display Saturday, 
December 6, from 10 am to 4 pm. Flowers, 
crafts, and a country kitchen will be additional 
features of the festival. The YW expects that 
both will become an annual event. 

On the same day, the Stockade tree lighting 
will take place at 7 pm. Connie Colangelo, 
chairman, says the annual tree lighting will 
celebrate for the first time a combination of 
lighting ceremony and welcome back to 
Lawrence. The service is open to the general 
public for the first time because so many people 
participated in restoration of the statue. Effie 
Klopfer, 17 Washington Avenue, is the child 
who will light the tree. 

A party will take place following the ceremony 
at the Great Hall of St. George's. Connie has 
ordered a cheese wheel from Arthur's and will be 
serving wine, crackers, punch, and cider. She 
needs donations of food, cookies, chips, home 
baked goodies of all kinds. 

Please contact Marilyn Fisher, 50 Washing
ton A venue, for more information on food for 
the party. 

Details of the ceremony are not final yet, e.g., 
which church to do the ceremony? If you want to 
take part or serve on a committee, please feel free 
to call Connie at home at 374-7355. 

Audience cracked up. A festival of trees will also be celebrated at 

J\meri.can @arpet @leaning @o. 
Specializing in cleaning delicate fabrics 
oriental- domestic - imported- antique 

UPHOLSTERING CLEANING ALSO: 
satins - velvets - cottons - tweeds 

Drapery cleaning in your home 
No removal. no shrinkage, no color loss. Antique satins a specialty 

MEMBER ASSOC. OF CLEANING TECHNICIANS 

Exchange Office 
611 Union Street 

382-0984 

Workshop 
Mill Lane 206 Union Street 

372-1780 

XEROX COPIES 
Low Low Prices 

OFFSET PRINTING 
Small or Large Orders 

124 Jay S1reet 393-0301 

-~ Hf~ 
Schenectady Safe & Lock Co. 

Stanley Wolfe, Proprietor 

1033 Erie Blvd. 
(next to Convenient Foods/Corner Green St.) 

Tel. 346-3407 

SAFES • LOCKS • KEYS 
Safe and lock experts.for two generations 

1597 UNION STREET 
370-3170 

Jack Zegger presente pro ems o tra fie m--A-tbanyi·rr;titute-o~en-8, 5-:-3-0~8-prrr.-A----
the Stockade using graphs and maps to help us men:i~ers party with a $ I 0.00 fee follows. 
come to some conclusions in order to make Exh1b1t Novenber 28 - December 7. 

possible some proposals to the city. 

Traffic concerns: 

• excessive traffic speeds 
• heavy vehicles 
• noise 
• vibration 
• intersections - Green and Erie 
• parking .... uncertain impact of condos, 

parking on sidewalks 

Solutions? 

I. signs ... nw corner of State and 
Washington, Scotia, Rte 50, and 

Front, Union, Green 

SLOW 15 MPH 
HISTORIC AREA 

• New, legible: 
"Weight restrictions - 4 Tons" 

2. Rezoning/rerouting (John St.) 

3. Change traffic flow to limit access, change 
status as thoroughfare 

4. Traffic light at John and Erie 

5. Fire plugs - enforce no parking 

Voice from audience: "We have to uninvent the 
car." Audience again cracked up. (Third time) 
You'd better come to the meetings. 

Jack Zegger showed existing and possible 
maps of traffic in the Stockade. He reported that 
Polar Beverages opened the back of their 
premises and are using John Street. Shall we 
prevent traffic from entering the Stockade by 
going along John Street? There were many 
suggestions of changes in one-way streets.· 

The Rose 
At this time of year, at this writing in October, 

one looks with amazement and gratitude to the 
rose growing on the boulevard before Eileen 
Julian's and Himanshu Vakil's home on 
Washington Avenue. Such a rose, blooming in 
its pink pinkness from June until the first hard 
frost. So tall, so prolific, and so unbelievable 
that a rose could grow on an avenue so 
successfully where it's not supposed to grow at 
all. 

Environmental 
Clearinghouse Hikes 

November 

I 5 HMBC Saratoga and Round Lakes for 
ducks, geese, loons, etc. 8:30 am. Grossman 
882-9837 

15 Dyken Pond "Survival Skills" I p. $2 fee. 
Cropseyville 12052, 658-2055 

15 ADK Snowy Mountain (near Indian Lake) 
strenuous 8 mi, D Pisaneschi 237-4730 

Send $6 to 12 North Church Street and you will 
receive the complete calendar of bird walks, 
counts, hikes, natural history walks, cross
country skiing, etc., each month for a year. 

,e3nnahe~ 
FOR HAIR 

137 south ferry st schenectady n y 12305 518-372-1949 

The • 'Home Shop'' 
Something Special 

Country Decorating 
428½ State Street 
1:-.rx·1 ·10 CARI. CO.I 

Schenectady, NY (518) 374-1790 

JAY JEWELRY 
COMPANY 

"Jewelers to the Stockade 
for 65 years" 

Diamonds - Watches - China - Silver - Gifts 
374-8219 

315 State Street Schenectady 

(518) 382-8983 

Bob & Cliff's 
Boulevard Auto 

1350 Erie Blvd. 
We Do It All Schenectady, NY 12305 



Tidings 
Karen Lynne Pandell and Robert Stephen 

Surico of Union Street announce their marriage 
September 11, 1986, in Victoria, British 
Columbia. 

Robert and Katy Stern bought Robbe 
Stimson's house at 5 North Street and moved in 
this summer from Front Street with their 5 year 
old daughter, Linden. Linden attends Hebrew 
Academy, where she dances and does art. 

For about two years Juliette Weinstein has 
wanted to become a French restaurateur. She 
loves cooking and has recently been practicing 
Japanese cooking with a friend. Juliette speaks 
French fluently and has travelled extensively in 
France and Brazil. She has recently been sitting 
with Linden. 

St. George's Nursery School has closed. That 
wonderful cooperative nursery school begun by 
Father Kirby is no more. A line of little ones 
going to morning recreation in the park, each 
holding her or his individual spot on the clothes 
line, was one of the delights of Stockade life. A 
Stockader who formerly reported on nursery 
school doings for the Spy says she doesn't know 
if there weren't enough children or maybe 
parents disagreed on how the school should be 
run. 

Gerri Cook, formerly of Washington Avenue 
and now of 214 Front Street, conducted a tour of 
her high school students to France this summer. 

Fire! Fire! at 8 Washington Avenue on 
Sunday, September 14, about 11 am., Noah 
Bishop excitedly exclaimed. "That's the first real 
fire I've ever seen. The firemen put gas masks on 
the people to bring them out of the smoke." 

The men from mainland China, engineers 
involved with Large S"team Turbines at GE, who 
were residing on Church Street for some 
months, have recently left. 

Elizabeth Perkins broke her arm. She is 
recuperating well. She often visits Riverside on 
sunny days with her dog Misty to chat with Nick 
Colangelo and the other dog lovers. 

Pat Bloomfield estate sale held at St. George's, 
week of IO . 24 . 86. 

Robbe Stimson and Louise Macuirles have 
moved to Union Street. 

John Watrous, Jr., graphic artist of 
Governor's Lane, moved house to Carol 
Crandell's farm this fall. Everyone will miss 
John, but living and working with another artist 
should make life fine for both of them. Dawn 
and Carol are recuperating from a dreadful auto 
accident. Dawn is now attending Galway 
Schools. 

Sue and Joe Baldwin, engineers, and their 
two-year-old daughter, Frannie, have moved 
into 10 North Street. Sue works at KAPL and 
Joe works at GE. 

A farewell dinner will be held for Father Kirby 
on November 22 at the Willows. 

Peter Colangelo and Karen Milano have 
married and are living at 110 North Ferry Street. 

Lyman Johnson's father, Port Johnson, 
M.D., is visiting for a couple of days from 
Oklahoma. 

Matthew Moross of 8 North Ferry street 
appeared last month as the title character in 
"Doonesbury" at the Albany Civic Theatre. 
Matthew, who is a vice-president of the Sche
nectady Civic Playhouse on Church Street, will 
be directing its production of"Royal Gambit" in 
March. 

Tim and Leta of 31 North Ferry Street have 
recently returned from vacationing in England 
and Spain. 

After undergoing successful heart surgery in 
Boston, John Mott is back at home on Ingersoll 
Avenue. 

In October, Ann Bradbury of Green Street 
spent three glorious weeks in the Azores. 

Honeymooners Ruth and Ed Riggs of Cali
fornia visited their relatives on Ferry Street 
after viewing the fall foliage along the East 
Coast. 

Carol Ramundo has joined the staff at 
Arthur's Market. 

Welcome to Stockade newcomers! They 
include: 
Ann, Kim, and Jennifer La Chance of 13 
Washington Avenue, Lou Cordi of Front Street, 
Zack Romano and Julie Scott at 17 Washington 
Avenue, and Don and Teri Feldman and Sandy 
Boynton, who moved recently to 33 North Ferry 
Street. 

The Stockade sends congratulations to Betsy 
and Gregory Welsh of Ingersoll A venue on their 
recent marriage. 

The Stockade Walkabout was a fine success. 
People could be seen streaming up and down the 
local streets visiting the hospitable homes open 
to the public. 

Thanks to all who have sent in news items. 
Your support is much appreciated; the "Tidings" 
depends on you. 

Dorothy Knisely 
19 North Ferry Street 
(374-0244) 

From the Editor 
What is the purpose of the Spy? I would say, to 

improve the quality of life in the Stockade-or 
who would bother to put a newspaper together 
or to read it? A good Spy helps us to feel more 
like a community and to work together through 
the Association to achieve improvements in 
daily life. The Spy also functions historically. 

A change I would to like to ask from contribu
tors is a practice used in all good newspapers: 
Please place in the first sentence of your article 
or letter the five W's: Who, What, When, Where, 
Why. Then explain these through the rest of the 
text. The reason for this is that I forsee a 
considerable amount of news in some months. 
When we do the paste-up, we can cut from the end 
of the text of each article a lot of words, and still 
convey all the pertinent information. In months 
of lesser amounts of news, we can use con
siderably more of the text. In other words, 
editing results in a more useful and higher 
quality publication. 

Contributions do not have to be typed, but 
typing is appreciated. It is enough to print 
clearly, and skip every other line. Please use the 
big mail basket at 4 North Street ... frequently. 

* FRIENDS OF THE STOCKADE 

Stockade Tours 
By Appointment 

Call Mrs. J.W. Joyce-393-8622 

-a'.:\ 
tlii Vii>cO COIVECt9.orl. 

ALL THE LATEST IN VIDEO 
RELEASES 

Rental, Sale & Service of Video Equipment· 
Open Weekdays Till 

9:00 P.M. 
129 Canal Square 

382-3896 

11- -

' .. 
~..:r-~--~----=-

ii ~ -l= 

"·~~- -_. ~ - I~'.-· - -~=:J= 

• 
<1~.t~~~ 

Our 38th Year U 
Shoes for ... 

Men, Women and Children 
147 Jay Street, Schenectady. NY 

374-7777 

H 
NORSTAR 
BANK 
UPSTATE NY 

the difference is 

216 State Street 

. . . 

I 

118 so. ferry st., schenectady, new york 12305 (518) 382-7600 

(518) 372-4788 (518) 377-WINE 

@'njkbmi)l.s 
At Englebardt's, wine is our business and our pleasure. 

Joseph J. Bokan Jr. 
Patricia A. Bokan 
Wine Enthusiasts 

511 UNION STREET 
SCHENECTADY, NY 12305 

ARTHUR'S MARKET 
OPEN SUNDAYS 

9-3 

NEWSPAPERS 
FRESH ROLLS, BAGELS, PASTRY 

FREE COFFEE 

Now Taking Holiday Orders 
Full Line of Fresh Poultry, 

Fresh Dressed Turkeys, Ham, etc. 

372-4141 

151 Erie Boulevard 
Schenectady, NY 

372-3304 

Office, Engineering & 
Art supplies 

Offset Print Shop 
,. Blueprint services \1'\~· 

o9<\te,(i (,O•• Multiple Photo Copies 

\.,-e,o"- (518) 3 7 4-1655 
11· Formerly Academy Graphics 


