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As always we are happy to receive your comments, 
news, literary works, etc. Without them the Spy is dead! 
Just a few reminders, along with my thanks. 

All contributions must be received by November 17th, 
for publication in the December Issue. Please be sure 
they are typed, double-spaced, and the writer's name, 
address, and phone included. You may leave materials 
at 43 Washington Avenue, clearly marked for the Spy 
editor, or at staff member Hal Thompson's home, 250 
Green Street. Thank you for your cooperation. In case 
of undue hardship in getting information typed, we will 
consider clearly written letters (not articles). Any 
original material will be returned upon request; other
wise no responsibility for them is taken by the Spy staff. 
We look forward to hearing from you. 

Letter from the Editor 
Dear Readers, 

This issue has many items for you to ponder, from the 
fun of a lighting contest to the frustration of the in
dividual. 

There are-indeed many good things for us all to enjoy, 
yet the everyday hassles are often those that lead to feel
ings of neglect and helplessness. Here in the Stockade we 
seem to have alert and concerned citizens, eager to join 
one another in making this a special place to live, yet 
sometimes it may appear that we are too concerned 
about superficial issues. We cannot afford to abdicate 
our responsibility to making things work, to let others 
worry about what life will be for our children and grand
children, while we light our homes, vie for historic pla
ques, and refuse to compromise about our pet projects. 

Having said that, I'll let the Spy say the rest. As 
always, you are invited to proact and react in this 
forum, always realizing there is a deadline (November 17 
for the December issue). 

MAY NOVEMBER 23rd BE A HAPPY AND TRULY 
THANKFUL CELEBRATION FOR ALL. 

Sidewalk Improvement 
There will be details about sidewalk improvement 

grants in a future issue of the Spy. An important 
criterion to keep in mind is that you must apply for a 
grant before beginning any work. 
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Painting Roofing Carpentry 
Masonry Plumbing 

Electrical 

"LOUIE" 374-3896 L _______________ _ 

Letter to the Editor 
Kia Ora! 

Having arrived recently from New Zealand, where 
recorded history goes back only some 150 years or so, I 
was quite excited to find out that I was moving into an 
apartment that was 240 years old. Friends back home 
however were a bit anxious about me residing in a 
Stockade until informed that it was The Stockade. 

After pacing these lovely tree-lined streets for the first 
time I became captivated by the area's richness of 
history and beauty. For one thing, I had never seen a 
squirrel before - those little devils are so cute! 

New Zealand is a small country but it packs a lot into 
a small area. Fjords, alpine ranges, lakes, glaciers, har
bours, tropical beaches, parkland, evergreen fields, ac
tive volcanoes, forests, native bush, large cities, isolated 
sheep stations, living fossils (but no snakes!) and rare 
birds, are all to be found within a one or two day's bus 
ride of each other. However, there is nothing quite like 
the Stockade, and I am very fortunate that of all the 
places I could be staying in Schenectady that it could be 
here. 

I was most appreciative of the acclamation and 
friendliness accorded to me at the Stockade 
Association's meeting on October 3rd. Although I am 
only here for three months, l hope to understand at least 
a little of the history of the area before I return to New 
Zealand. The speaker at that meeting conveyed a true 
enthusiasm for the future of Schenectady. As a 
foreigner, I hope that I can be forgiven for pigeon
holing the US as a country where this sort of raw en
thusiasm can still be seen as a kind of trademark. In this 
age of cynicism, and preoccupation with superfluous 
detail, it is refreshing to note such a broad-brush ap
proach to city planning. I will be very interested to 
return to Schenectady in years to come to see the results 
of the action planned now. 

Well if you ever come by New Zealand, I hope that 
you get as warm a welcome as I have received here. 
Haere Ra!• 

Ca/um Gunn 
Power Systems Engineer, 

Worley Consultants Ltd., Newmarket, 
Auckland, New Zealand 

on secondment to 
Power Technologies Inc., 

Schenectady, New York 
*Greeting of the Native Maori People of New Zealand. 

Schenectady Colonial Festival 1989 
Three hundred years! Much of the country is proud to 

celebrate one hundred years of being established! We 
celebrate our three hundredth anniversary of the 
rebuilding of the Schenectady Stockade area this year. 
Schenectady County has been named the "I Love New 
York" winter festival county and we are having a 
"Celebrate Schenectady" program for the year. Woven 
through these celebrations is the Colonial Festival 
which the Stockade Association has been a part of for 
the last five years. This February 2nd on Friday, we will 
co-sponsor the Gala Colonial festival ball which will 
begin a week long festival of activities focusing on our 
wonderful heritage. 

We hope everyone will join us at the Glen Sanders 
Mansion for a mouth-watering, sit-down, old
fashioned, colonial turkey dinner! We'll have a wonder
ful colonial evening of dancing, feasting and visiting. 
Your're invited! Please join us Friday, February 2nd, 
1990. Watch your next issue of the Stockade Spy for 
more details. 

346-7275 

Phil A. Rodriguez 
Stephen T. Rodriguez 

Attorneys At Law 

38 North Ferry Street 
Schenectady, N. Y. 12305 

"AT THE INDIAN" 

Stockade Association Meeting 
At the October meeting, President Susan Bokan 

thanked Kathy Johnson and her volunteers for the 
organizing and success of the Stockade Walkabout. 
Over i ,000 tickets were sold, and the weather 
cooperated to make this annual event a rousing success. 

Richard Brown voiced concern, on his own behalf 
and that of the Heritage Foundation, about the 
neglected Ladd property at the corner of Erie Boulevard 
and Union Street. According to information given there 
are several oil ponds accumulating from different 
sources, including mini-oil derricks located behind the 
Mystic Inn. Thus, it is more complex than the leaks 
from the Ladd property. Jim Schmidt, with the Heritage 
Foundation, approached the owners about the city or 
the Stockade Association, purchasing the property for a 
token amount, but an environmental lien would make 
the new owner liable for the cleanup bill incurred by the 
state. 

Joyce Rose, who works with Martin Manley on the 
Neighborhood Watch Program, reminded us to keep 
doors locked, keep lights on, and use sensors on lights; 
she also urged us to use Operation ID to mark all 
valuables to deter burglaries. Emily Farrell noted that 
there are reasonably priced lights available which tum 
on when any motion is detected. 

Susan Bokan asked new residents to identify 
themselves so we can welcome them to the 
neighborhood. All were warmly received by those atten
ding the meeting. 

The featured speaker was George Robertson, Presi
dent of the Schenectady Economic Development Cor
poration. He gave a brief economic history of Schenec
tady County, describing its change from a one company 
based economy to one with more than 1400 new 
businesses. Demographically, more than IOOJo of the 
under 45 age group left the county, leaving a total of 
26% as classified as elderly -- twice the national average. 

Presently, ground will be broken for the downtown 
Broadway office complex, with three floors already leas
ed by NYS Lottery. James Stewart Polcek, an architect 
from NYC, designed the building; he is noted for blen
ding new buildings with old, existing ones. Mr. Robert
son was also optimistic about Schenectady as the site of 
a world trade center. 

Lighting Contest 
Hear ye, Hear ye, 

The first annual lighting contest and display will begin 
December 10th. 

To help celebrate the 300th anniversary of the 
rebuilding of Schenectady's Stockade neighborhood, 
the Stockade Association is sponsoring a "Light up the 
Season" contest. We will provide judging and a won
drous prize, to include a catered dinner served by nubile 
maids (well--personally served by a friendly Stockader!). 

We hope you will enter the spirit of the season by 
decorating your abode with white or clear lights (col
orless). 

If you are even a tiny bit interested please send your 
name, address and phone number to the Stockade Spy 
or call 374-2640 and leave your name and number. 

We'll see you get an entry form and keep you posted 
as the splendiferous prize unfolds! Let's "Light up the 
Season!" 

Emily Farrell 

Fantastic Stockade location with abundant off-str:eet 
par:king. Countr:y Club arrenities. Come .i.n for: a visit. 

Prices fr:om $59,900-$109,900. 

~w 

~2~2~:~c~~ 
5 South Church Street (518) 393-3609 



Tidings 
Time to wipe the grins off those jack-o-lantern faces 

and put them into pies; time to wring those turkey 
necks, then stuff 'em and truss 'em and lay them ever so 
gently on a bed of parsley; time to mash those potatoes, 
shuck that corn and beat the bushes for friends and 
relatives to come and share the joy of Thanksgiving. 

We have much for which to be thankful. We can 
thank our lucky stars that San Francisco is 3,000 miles 
away--although one hapless Stockadian, Tim Christy of 
Ferry Street, was at Candlestick Park waiting for the 
World Series to begin when the ground started shaking. 
Tim is safely back home with wife, Leda, and the boys 
and will watch the games on television. 

Thank goodness Hurricane Hugo ran out of steam 
before coming any closer, although it did hit Barbara 
Edwards' home in St. Croix. Fortunately, her house 
withstood the pummeling pretty well. Indeed, it was one 
of only a handful of buildings left standing on the 
island. After the hurricane, Barbara spearheaded a 
sizable relief effort here in the Stockade, gathering food, 
clothing and funds for the hurricane victims in St, 
Croix. Many thanks to St. George's parishioners for giv
ing so generously; to the Burrises of Church Street, the 
Georges and Spacils of Front Street for collecting and 
packaging the donations, and to Susan Bokan for pro
viding a truck to haul everything to the post office. 

A collaboration of a happier sort took place when 
Stephen and Jessica Spacil of Front Street were married 
at St. Luke's Church in Catskill, New York on October 
14. Congratulations to the newlyweds!!! 

Madeline Przybylek of Front Street was visited by 
daughters, Susan and Lynn (aka Sister Maria) who join
ed her for an annual family reunion held here in 
Schenectady. 

Welcome to the Stockade newcomers. Susan Happek 
is happily installed on Washington Ave. Calum Gunn is 
in town briefly and loves his home on Church Street (I 
think his letter says it all!). He works for Power 
Technologies on Erie Boulevard and hails from 
Auckland, New Zealand. 

Finally we bid a sad farewell to several long-time 
tockadians-;-Mrr.Anna-6rzyiona-of--Feny--St-r-eet---pas 

ed away at the age of 96. She had been a resident of 
Ferry Street since December 1928. Mrs. Bernice 
Plocharczyk, also of Ferry Street passed away at age of 
94 and had been a resident of the Stockade since June 
1927. Dorothy Knisely passed away recently. Mrs. 
Knisely moved to Schenectady four and a half years ago 
to live in the Stockade (on Ferry Street) with her 
daughter and son-in-law, Martha Huggins and Malcolm 
R. Willison. While living here, Mrs. Knisely was Tidings 
editor for The Stockade Spy for one year. Each of these 
ladies contributed in making the Stockade the warm and 
wonderful community that it is and they will be missed. 
We all share your loss. 

.. This just in from one of my favorite sources, Mr. 
Dawson Van Eps! Ever on the lookout, he noticed a sign 
by the driveway alongside the Holy Cross Catholic 
Church on College Street that reads, "Thou shall 
not ... ," meaning of course NO PARKING. Dawson 
wonders, is this the 11th commandment??? 
HMMMM .... 

Well if that is the 11th commandment, then let the 
12th commandment be "Thou shall write to thy Tidings 
editor" with any news you might have. You give me the 
hot tips, I'll give you the lowdown on your 
neighborhood. 

Remember, I can't talk turkey unless you guys gob
ble ... so HAPPY THANKSGIVING and see you next 
month. 

~ 
Of PU tJIOON TUYEL. INC. 

1708 UNION STREET 
(Opposite Ben & Jerry's Ice Cream) 

EILEEN JULIAN C. T .C. 
Maureen Gallagher Philip Laura 

346-7474 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. -- 9 AM to 4 PM and by Appointment 

What Separate Paper Pickup? iiiiiiiiiiii 
Several residents have expressed their dismay at the 

much touted paper pickup by the city. After an expen
sive brochure explaining how this was to work (paid for 
by outside funding!), many environmentally minded 
residents eagerly awaited that first morning when they 
could stop taking personal responsibility for lugging 
those heavy loads of papers further than the sidewalk. 
Great, right? Wrong. The first week saw many hundreds 
of pounds of newspapers, in their clear plastic bags, set 
apart, tossed onto the garbage truck with the rest of the 
ru 1s . Calls to tne department resmteo m remarKs 
like, ''you have to give us time to get into this new 
way." What time? The residents had weeks to prepare, 
knew what to do, and followed the simple directions. 
Who was training the workers? A call to the Mayor's of
fice, where they gave the same story. Okay, so cool 
down, try again. For a few weeks it was picked up. Now, 
once again, despite careful covering of the newspapers 
with not one, but two layers of clear plastic to protect 
them from the rain, (and who wants to baby-sit 
newspapers like that?), they were all tossed into the 
truck. One resident returned home after work only to 
find them still on the sidewalk, soggy, heavy, and un
sightly to say the least. Another call, the same response: 
"There are a few glitches." Glitches? There seems to be 
more than one problem here, but the bottom line is total 
disregard for the recycling effort that was to save money 
and landfill space. Is that why there is so much talk 
about a garbage fee? Not that we are finding solutions, 
as we were so proudly told was to happen, but that there 
is no follow up, and no enforcement. Nothing new you 
say? Maybe we had better begin to realize that only a lot 
of voices can make things happen, and apathy towards 
these little annoyances is only the green light for those 
who flagrantly disregard the attempts to make our city 
and our environment any better. 

Of course, if you don't bother to do as you are asked 
and don't separate your papers, you can chuckle at the 
rest of us who feel so frustrated. YES INDEED, WHY 
BOTHER? 

.. r-------------•~• 
I Fall Harvest of Dried Flowers Jr~ 
I and Arrangements 'Jt~ 
I I 
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Schenectady County 
Historical Society 

November 10th Meeting 

"Journeying To The Source: A teacher's odyssey in 
search of primary and secondary sources of history." 

Rosemary Harrigan, Duanesburg Middle School 
teacher will speak at the Schenectady County Historical 
Society, 32 Washington Avenue on Saturday, 
November 10th at 2:00 P.M. concerning her experiences 
in search of history, both at home at The Schenectady 
County Historical Society and away on summer pro
grams at Sturbridge Village, Lake Forest College and 
Israel. 

For further information please call the Society at 
374-0263. 

1bc;ir/.& 
FIRST AMERICAN BANK @ 

Member FDIC --
313 STATE STREET OFFICE """ 

313 State Street, Schenectady 12305 
Telephone: (518) 372-4415 

Mon.-Friday ...................... 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

JIEWIELIIIY 

COII .. ANY 

"Jewelers to the Stockade 
for 65 years" 

Diamonds - Watches - China - Silver - Gifts 
37l-=-S-21-9 

315 State Street Schenectady 

Quality accomodations 
for visiting 
executives and 
out-of-town guests 

iii 

:~ 
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The Widow Kendall House Bed & Breakfast 

Restored tavern, circa 1790, handsomely furnished with antiques. 
Each morning a four course breakfast overlooking the gardens. 

Host - attorney and innkeeper, Richard W. Brown, Esq. 
370-5511 (Guests receive calls on 370-5972.) -----------------------
372.4141 ARTHUR'S MARKET 372-3304 

NOW OPEN 8 A.M. - 9 P.M. M-F, Sat. 8-6, Sun 8-2 
SANDWICHES 

REUBEN 3.50 CAPICOLA 2.25 EGG SALAD 1.95 
noAST BEEF 2.95 SALAMI 2.25 SEAFOOD 2.95 
HAM 2.50 LIVERWURST 1.75 AMERICAN CHEESE 1.50 
MEATBALL 2.50 TUNA SALAD 2.50 SWISS CHEESE 1.95 
PASTRAMI 2.50 CHICKEN SALAD 2.50 BLT 2.50 
CORNED BEEF 2.50 BOLOGNA 1.50 TUNA MELTS 1.75 
TURKEY 2.50 MINI CHICKEN 1.75 EGGPLANT PARMESAN 2.25 

EXTRAS 
Cheese .30 Lettuce .15 Tomato .20 Onion .15 

SPECIALTY SUBS 3.50 
The Stockade-our own Roast Beef. sliced Turkey. Lettuce, Tomato. Onion and Mayonnaise 

The American Way-Baked Virginia Ham. Swiss Cheese. Lettuce. Tomato. Onion and 
Mustard, Mayonnaise or both. 

The Continental-Genoa Salami. Sliced Pepperoni. Provalone Cheese. Mustard, Lettuce and 
Mayonnaise. 

The UnHed Nations-Thinly sliced Corned Beef. Pastrami. Swiss Cheese. Lettuce. Onion and 
Mustard. 

SALADS 
ANTI PASTA 1.79 FRUIT SALAD 1.49 GARDEN SALAD 1.35 
SPINACH SALAD 1.50 POTATO SALAD .79 SEAFOOD SALAD 2.89 
CHICKEN SALAD 2.09 TUNA SALAD 2.09 CARROT RAISIN .99 
MACARONI .79 T~NA MACARONI 1.09 COLESLAW .79 

~· ~ Downto::

8~:h::';:;::;:-::, Square I ~~-------- --·------~ ._ ______________________ . CUCUMBER SALAD .89 TOMATO SALAD .99 CHEF SALAD 2.95 
EGG SALAD 1.59 CABBAGE PINEAPPLE .79 CURRY CHICKEN 2.09 



Poet's Corner 
Remarks from "Power of the Word," spoken by 
Stanley Kunitz: 

The more you know about poetry the harder it 
becomes to write. 

Poetry is the most difficult, most lonely, and most life 
enhancing experience. 

The raindrops fall like gems 

From the eaves, 
When I turn on the light. 

Tired of reading 

I got up, 
To see if my cat was on the porch. 

He wasn't, 

But against this dark city 

I saw these gems 

Falling from the eaves. 

David Breck Adolphus 

Original Home of the Broccoli Pizza 

Phone: 381-6819 

Interior/ Exterior 
Carpentry 

SARNACKI & SONS 
"A Family Business·· 

Painting and General Contracting 

374-4332 
CANAL SQUARE, 

SCHENECTADY 

Free Estimates 

Wallpapering 
and more 

Schenectady Safe & Lock Co. 
Stanley Wolfe, Proprietor 

1033 Erie Blvd. 
{Next to Bonfare Foods/Corner Green St.) 

Tel. 346-3407 

SAFES • LOCKS • KEYS 
Safe and lock experts for two generations 

America·s Maid Service® 

202 FRONT STREET 
SCHENECTADY. N.Y. 12305 (518) 374-1232 

Stockade-athon 
Sunday, November 12, 1989, is the big day for runners, walkers, and watchers! Let's hope the weather is fine for 

them. Remember to move your car off the street if you are on the route, and if you want to go out, don't get caught in 
the race! 
COURSE: This TAC certified-sanctioned course has been in use since 1982. Paved streets, three 

hills. Middle of course (one mile) through historic Stockade area. Final half mile on 
bike path in Central Park. Separate finish line chutes for women, open men, masters 
men. TAC certified course number NYB 2002 TC. 

PACKET PICKUP & 
LATE REGISTRATION: 

Saturday, at Sports Expo 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; 
Sunday, 8 to 10 a.m. Central Park School, Elm and Bradley Blvd. See information 
below for 1 mile event. 

AWARDS TO: 

RACE WALK: 

MILITARY 
CHALLENGE: 

Awards Ceremony 1 p.m. at Central Park School Auditorium 
Top ten finishers, male and female 
Top three finishers, male and female, in each of 13 age divisions (no duplications) 
Top male and female in race walk event 
Top military male and female 
Plaque to military division with most runners 
Plaque to military division with lowest average time per runner 
Team event - men, women and coed 
Pins to all l 5KM finishers 
TAC Mens/Womens/Masters 15KM Championship Winners 

This year, the Stockade-athon is open to all race walkers who would like to compete 
in the 15KM open event. Contact Jim Mann at (518) 374-1427. 
A special challenge to all units of the National Guard and reserves of 
the Air Force, Army, Navy and Marines who compete in the 15KM open race. Con
tact Norm Miller, (518) 381-7455. 

ONE-MILE FUN 
RUN AND WALK: 

A one-mile fun run and walk for health will start at 10:40 a.m. 
at the entrance to Central Park. Ribbons to all who finish and $100 to the facility 
with the most pre-registered participants. The cost is $1. Sign the waiver and enter 
your facility's name. Packet pick up at Sports Expo Nov. 11 or at the entrance to 
Central Park 8 a.m. - 10 a.m. race day. 

For more information mail inquires to 2717 Campbell Ave., Schenectady, NY 12306. 

REPAIR NO. 7036540RS Bob Civitello 
Clifford Gavitt 

BOB & CLIFF'S BOULEVARD AUTO 
SALES 

Specializing in Complete Car Cleaning 

1305 ERIE BOULEVARD 
SCHENECTADY, N.Y. 12305 

DISCOUNT OfFICE SUPPLIES 
& FURNITURE 

(518) 382-1685 

"Make Your 
Thanksgiving 

Reservations Early" 

The VAN DYCK 231 UNION STREET 374-2406 

H 
NORSTAR 
BANK 216 Slalc Street 

UPSTATE NY 
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SINCE 1918 I 

• Mini-Coloring 
for every cut, 

blow-dry or 
water-wave 

customer. 
With Colorance, your 

hair receives the 
desired shining shade 

of color. The right and 
long-lasting accent for your hairdo. 

402 Broadway, Schenectady, NY 
(518) 382-7956 

I 428 ~:~,:':•:•Sch•::'c~Jacd~o(~r;:ir~~/~';;t' II 
i OPEN THURS EVENING 'TIL 9 PM 
I W•'r• old •nouKh to Ii.now Mtlu I 
------ - - - --..-..---1------..--i 

We're 
here 
to 

help! 
Lawrence Insurance Group • Insurance & Underwriting 

370-1720 


