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1985 Walkabout 
by Kathy Johnson 

By all standards the I 985 Walka bout was a 
great success. There were I, 165 tickets sold 
resulting in proceeds of approximately $3,177.14 
each for the Schenectady County Historical 
Society and The Stockade Association. 

The remnants of hurricane Gloria did delay 
the start of the encampment of the Third 
Battalion Tryon County Militia, but the sun 
broke through and it turned out to be a perfect 
day. Originally scheduled to start Friday evening 
the Battalion could not set up until Saturday 
morning. All was ready, however, for the 
opening ceremonies at 9:30 am when a procla
mation was read and Mayor Karen Johnson was 
sworn in as a member of the Battalion by Jim 
Morrison. Mayor Johnson pledged allegiance to 
the militia leader and George Washington. If 

___ you didn't take time to see the encanmment,_y_.QJ!____ 
missed a most interesting and authentic depic
tion of military life during the Revolutionary 
War. But don't despair, we are planning to have 
them back again next year! 

Another treat was the music of the Charlton 
Militia Fife & Drum Corps. We hope you 
enjoyed the lilt and cadence of their marches as 
they paraded through the streets. They are a 
dedicated and hardworking group of people who 
volunteered their time, and we are most ap
preciative of the special atmosphere their 
presence created. 

The people who deserve the most thanks are 
the homeowners and gardeners as follows: 

Fred and Carol Goossen 
Roy and Pat Giebel (Garden) 
Ronald and Marie Jones 
Richard W. Brown 
J. Dawson and Katie Van Eps (Garden) 
Custer and Doris Quick 
Rev. Robert E. Barron 
William Stackhouse 

Without their hard work and support the 
Walkabout could not have taken place. We 
should all thank them and express our gratitude 
to them for their unselfish cooperation. 

Our thanks also go to the churches that 
participated this year: St. Georges, The First 
Reformed and the the First Presbyterian. Their 
continued support is most appreciated since they 
are a special part of the life of our community. 

Another "neighbor" who really helped us out 
this year was Burger King. They helped us to 
underwrite the cost of printing our ticket 
brochures and we are most grateful for their 
participation. 

The Friends of the Stockade, headed by 
Elizabeth Joyce, also supported our efforts this 
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year by providing information guides in the 
neighborhood throughout the day. This group 
does so much for our neighborhood all year 
long, and we thank them for their help on 
Walkabout day. 

A special thanks to each of you who volun
teered as a host or hostess at one of the homes 
this year. Your spirit and energy are invaluable 
to the success of this event and as usual you did 
us proud! You are the personification of our 
neighborhood and you demonstrated why it is 
such a special community to live in. 

The entire neighborhood looked great on 
Walkabout day. It seems just about everyone 
conducted a "spruce up" campaign for the 
Walkabout and the compliments and comments 
of the visitors to our neighborhood showed that 
it was noticed. 

The Walkabout is a lot of work done by a lot 
of people and the committee would like to 
express its appreciat10n to everyone involved no 
matter how small the contribution. The rewards 
for all this work, however, are much more than 
financial. The pride we all have in our neighbor
hood shines on Walkabout day and is shared 
with the many visitors who appreciate the 
uniqueness of our community. 

Work is already beginning on next year's 
Walkabout, so if you have any ideas or want to 
become more involved contact anyone on the 
committee. You will be most welcome. 

1986 is the Year of Architecture in New York 
State and the Walkabout will play an important 
part in Schenectady's designation as an Archi
tectural Heritage Year Community. Since one of 
the most significant aspects of our area is the 
eclectic mixture of architectural styles, we hope 
that any of you who live in homes of a particular 
type will give special consideration to participat
ing next year. It should be a most significant 
Walkabout! 

Thank you again for a successful Walkabout 
from the committee: 

Chairperson ........... Marie Cordero-] ones 
Asst. Chairperson .............. Gerri Cook 
Finance .................... Kathy Johnson 
Advertising ................ Wayne Harvey 

Jewell Buff 
Encampment ............... Walt Flemming 
Hosting ....... ............... Eileen Julian 

Susan Bokan 
Brochures ................... Nancy Waring 
Ticket Sales ............... Gertrude Naylon 
Special Representative .......... Ann George 

Roy Giebel 
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Dates To Diary 
Please note that the following dates have been 

reserved for the Stockade Association General 
Meetings to be held at 7:30 P.M. at the Sch
nectady County Historical Society. 

19th November (Tuesday) 

28th January 

28th March 

20th May 

(Tuesday) 

(Tuesday) 

(Tuesday) 

Also note the following occasions: 

6th December Christmas Party (Friday) 

24th May ........... Picnic (Saturday) 

Security Devices For Sale 
At Discount Prices 

The Neighborhood Watch, through the 
cooperation of Arthur's Market, The Stockade 
Association, and the Police Community Center, 
is able to offer a combination siren-flashlight to 
increase your security at night. The flashlight 
sirens are available at cost, only $2.10 each, on 
the shelf at the rear of Arthur's market. These 
lights are a bargain, normally costing $4.50-
$5.50 each in stores. They do not like to be 
dropped and require two(2) "C" batteries. The 
siren is quite loud when the batteries are fresh. 
Supply will be intermittent as it takes time to re
order when all of the lights are sold. 

There is also crime prevention literature 
available from the Neighborhood Watch box at 
the rear of the store, along with the plastic police 
whistles which the watch program recommends 
every citizen should carry, at $1.00 each. 

Also through the efforts of the Neighborhood 
Watch, there are several locksmith shops and 
hardware stores that are willing to discount 
security devices, i.e., double and single cylinder 
deadbolt locks, travel locks, etc. Watchers are 
requested to present their neighborhood watch 
I.D. cards to the vendors at the time of purchase. 
For a list of vendors who will discount these 
items from 10 to 20% off list price, send a self 
addressed stamped envelope to Sgt. Ray 
Wemple, N. W. Coordinator, Schdy. Police 
Community Center, 861 Albany St., Schdy., NY 
12307. Help fight crime and make your home 
secure at the same time. Crime prevention 
works! Thank You. 
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Letter to the Editor 
Mr. Weinstein's first president's message in 

the Stockade Spy set a very positive tone for the 
Stockade. His article has meaning not only for 
our residents, but for our city government as 
well. 

In my view, the City of Schenectady has two 
natural resources-the Stockade area and the 
Mohawk River on whose banks the Stockade 
sits. Unfortunately, the natural resources which 
should be developed and enhanced have only 
met with benign neglect. The condition of the 
roadways within the Stockade are deplorable
to say the least. The sidewalks, which are the 
responsibility of the homeowner, usually end 
somewhere in the roadway as there are no curbs 
in most areas. Curbing is the responsibility of the 
city. 

Visitors stroll through our neighborhood on a 
daily basis. The Stockade could and should 
become a focal point of tourism. As a tourist 
attraction it should be a jewel which sparkles 
rather than the trap for the unwary walker which 
it is on many sidewalks and non-existent curbs. 

It is incumbent upon the Stockade Associa
tion to take the lead in developing a partnership 
between the City and the Stockade. This part
nership can enhance the beauty and value of the 
Stockade for its residents and for visitors, and 
can add to the economic development of the City 
of Schenectady. As the City ·of New York 
discovered, benign neglect of its natural re-. 
sources such as its parks, etc. by a Jack of 
infusion of funds, resulted in greater expenditure 
in the long run. 

Although the Stockade as an Historic District 
may have been the first of its kind in the country, 
it has fallen far behind others which have come 
on the scene since. We have only to look at the 
City of Albany and see how far they have come. 
Let's work toward not only improving and 
preserving, but concurrently Jet us move for
ward. We need the City's involvement to do so. 
Let us encourage them to work with us toward 
improving and maintaining our natural 
resource. 

Eli I. Taub 
Attorney at Law 

An Interview with 
Emily Rachael Polachek 

October 20, 1985 

This had been a busy week in the life of Emily 
Polachek. Her father, Peter, had taken her to 
dinner at Chez Nicole on Mill Lane to celebrate 
her seventeenth birthday the evening before our 
Sunday morning interview. Soft October sun
shine lighted the third-floor sitting room of 
Peter's apartment on No. Ferry Street next door 
to Arthur's Market, her grandfather's grocery 
store. It illuminated Emily's oil painting hanging 

over the sofa bringing to life the lilting pastels of 
the scene set in the Linton art room. The picture 
had won a major award in the exhibition of art 
work of area high school students sponsored by 
the Schenectady Art Society earlier this year. 

Looking like the ideal subject for a portrait by 
Augustus John, Emily told me about her work as 
a twelfth grade College Prep student at Linton 
High School. Her courses reveal the breadth of 
her interests and abilities. Auto Mechanics 
interested Emily because she likes old cars and 
wishes to be able to maintain her own vehicle of 
sixties vintage one day. Emily acquired her 
operator's license this past week. Advanced 
Placement English satisfies her love of read
ing, and she likes to write; sometimes it comes 
easily, but not always. Latin is her language 
and American Studies her social studies course. 
Physics ("I like science") is the final course 
of a three-year sequence which included Biology 
and Chemistry. Physics Lab is of particular 
interest because Emily can start from a theory 
and actually demonstrate how it works. She likes 
biology best and may elect to enter medicine, 
although that is not a firm decision. Oil painting 
completes her schedule. 

Art has been a deep interest since her child
hood when she and her mother, Nancy, used to 
color together. Emily is studying oil painting 
with Gilda Simiele for the second year. Ballet is 
another of the arts at which Emily excels. She 
started at age eight at the YMCA in Robyn 
Deets' New School of the Ballet which was 
founded in the forties by stockader Phyllis 
Marmein. She now takes up to five classes a 
week with teachers Darlene Myers and Michael 
Steele. Her trips to SPAC with her mother to see 
the NYC Ballet have been memorable, particu
larly the performance of "Coppelia" in which 
Baryshnikov danced a few years ago. 

Rounding out Emily's art interests is music. 
She has studied the guitar for four years and 
recently acquired her first book of classical 
music for the instrument. She admits to being 
not too well educated in the classical but has 
developed a love of it from her contact in the 
dance. Her first love is rock music or rhythm and 
blues for listening and dancing. 

Emily must decide from quite a number of 
colleges which she has in mind before fall when 
she plans to enroll in a Liberal Arts and Science 
program. She eventually would like a job that 
pays well and offers many opportunities for 
travel. This past summer Emily was enrolled in 
an advanced placement course in psychology for 
eleventh grade students at Union College. It was 
entitled Perception and Persuasion and involved 
extensive reading and discussion. Most colleges 
will accept transfer of credit for this course. 

"I Jove the Stockade. I would pick this as a 
place to live if I were looking." Looking down 
past the textured roofs and walls to the homes on 
Front Street Emily speaks of the fun she had at 
Riverside School and of her friendships with 
Sara Taggart, Lisa Zegger, Susan Duggan, and 
Lynn Jewett, friendships still retained ten years 
later. Emily recalls fondly that after reaching age 
twelve she was permitted to work in the Market 
with Grandfather Art and Grandmother Marge 
Polachek. Finishing our interview, Emily 
asked that we be sure to mention her boyfriend, 
Matt Many. She observed that we were missing 
one of the most beautiful aspects of Peter's 
apartment which comes late in the day when "the 
window is just full of sunset." Emily's person
ality seems suffused with that same kind of glow. 
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"It would really HURT us . .. " 

Vacation Experts, Inc. 
This article continues the SPY's series on local 
businesses in our residential community. 

One of the Stockade's newest businesses is 
Vacation Experts, Inc., at the corner of South 
Ferry and Liberty, in what i:, already a hand
some and colorful addition to our neighbor
hood. The spacious interior will no doubt match 
the exterior when remodeling is completed. 

Right now, work is in full progress, with the 
partners-Geri Giammatteo and Mary Beth 
Burditt-acting as their own architects/ interior 
designers and demonstrating their versatility, 
just as they must often do in their primary 
business of making travel arragements for all 
comers. 

Geri and Mary Beth will tell you that they 
chose the Stockade for their new address, after 
moving from 509 Union, because of the build
ing's availability and its good location. They like 
their new neighbors: "People here are friendly! 
They're stopping in during construction to wish 
us well." 

Both are local girls, with Geri living in 
Rotterdam and Mary Beth in Schenectady. Both 
have sound backgrounds in travel. Geri began 
her travel career in 1961. She has served as an 
airline flight attendant, worked with local 
agencies, and handled a training assignment 
with the Dorp agency. Mary Beth started with 
local travel agencies in 1972. 

They're ready, willing and qualified to 
perform whatever travel services the client 
requests-from tickets on Amtrak and airlines, 
if this is all that's needed, to complicated group 
tours, with all hotel arrangements locked in 

and familiarity with the travel business, from 
many viewpoints, we like tb think that we are the 
'best' in the interest and care we're willing to 
invest in our clients' travel problems." 

John H. Ronayne 

Tidings 

'Photo by Elizabeth V. Gemmette 

prior to departure. ___________________________ __. 

Hawaii appears to be the #I favorite destina-
tion of local tourists, with Caribbean cruises also 
very popular. China draws requests only "three 
or four times a year," mostly from special 
interest groups. They have yet to encounter any 
pronounced interest in the USSR, and only one 
person has asked for brochures on Grenada. 
Would they sell tickets to Beirut? "If the airlines 
were flying and the visitors knew the risks." 

Asked about effects on business of recent 
headline-making earthquakes, hurricanes and 
hijackings in popular tourist areas, the partners 
say that it does slow business down "immedi
ately," but they expect no "serious, long-range 
effect." For example: some already-made 
reservations to Mexico were not cancelled after 
the quakes. 

Which is better-group tours, or traveling as 
families? "It depends," say Mary Beth and Geri. 
"Experienced travelers don't need to travel in 
groups with rigid schedules to be followed 
almost every day. But many tours can offer 
excellent bargains. In general, it's up to indi
vidual preferences." 

Their most unusual assignment? Geri recalls a 
college student who wanted to go around the 
world the cheapest possible way, and with 
another complication: he was interested in 
certain nations and wanted to visit them along 
the way. She worked with the young man on a 
long, complex planning job, to find the least 
expensive airfares and best connections from 
among the variety of airlines available world
wide to her client. 

Mary Beth and Geri tell you that they plan 
each client's trip "as if we were taking it 
ourselves. We look for the best fare. It would 
really HURT us if someone told us he had found 
a less costly solution. And with our experience 

Dare we say welcome to these racoons who 
have adopted us as neighbors? They ate some of 
Dawson Van Eps corn, but he says they needed it 
more than he did. Pretty as they are, we are 
constantly reminded that these masked riders, 
though not armed, may be dangerous and 
should be treated with respect. 

Katie and Dawson Van Eps recetly visited 
their daughter, Elizabeth, son-in-law, Al Garlo, 
and granddaughter at Plympton, MA. 

Congratulations to George and Barbara 
Weinheimer of 39 Front St. for the excellent 
renovation of their flagstone sidewalk. It is both 
hazard-free and beautiful. Thanks. 

Welcome home to Anne Bradbury, of 213 
Green St., who has just returned from two weeks 
in Uzbekistan in the Soviet Union. Anne is 
working on an article on her travels. 

The Stockade welcomes John E. Booth, 9 
North Church St. John is originally from Long 
Island. 

Mrs. Darlene Duggan has returned from Ohio 
where she was visiting relatives. 

Martha Huggins and Malcolm Willison are 
enjoying their new house at 19 North Ferry St. 
The Stockade welcomes them. 

Welcome to Nancy and Fred Jonas who have 
just moved to 33 Front St. 

Editor's Note: 

We extend a special welcome to Mrs. Dorothy 
Knisely, of 19 North Ferry St., our new 
"Tidings" columnist who arrived April 10 from 
Burbank, CA. Dorothy, a second-generation 
Californian, is looking forward to her new life in 
the East. Items for "Tidings" may be dropped 
into her mailbox. 
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0 ALBANY! 
By William Kennedy 

384 Pages. Viking Press 1983. 

By Marcie Bannon 

"I become very excited by old photos, not 
only of my family, but of anyone's family, 
of anybody. But all that is nothing com
pared to the excitement Joe Brennan gave 
me . . . his talk became an animating 
principle ... now they walk where before 
they'd only stood still. They link arms after 
the shutter clicks and they walk up the hill 
with the wind blowing . . . they are a 
movie."-O ALBANY! 

It is precisely that excitement and immediacy 
of the past which empowers William Kennedy 
with the skill of a master storyteller in relating 
the third and fourth dimensions of his non
fictional history of Albany, New York. 

With painstaking detail, Kennedy has re
searched the life and times of the state capital 
from its early history as a trappers' trading post. 
But rather than eulogizing the city's progress by 
a straight chronological diary, he arranges the 
portrait by neighborhood, and it is from this 
foundation-the people of Albany-that the 
book draws its heartbeat. 

In its pages, Kennedy introduces Dan 
O'Connell, the tough and calculating Irish 
patriarch of the Democratic machine which 
presided in Albany for five decades, more than 
four of them through America's longest-tenured 
mayor, Erastus Corning. We are shown the 
O'Connell-Corning liaison not only as a mar
riage of political convenience between the Irish 
Catholic and the blue-blooded Episcopalian, but 
also as a union of mutual territorial respect. The 
hand of the party chairman washed the hand of 
the mayor, and neither was raised against the 
other. 

We also meet Huybertie Pruyn, a socialite 
who chronicles the days of "quality row," which 
sadly slipped to slum before its rebirth during 
Albany's gentrification in the 1970's. We dance 
to Kay Kaiser and Tommy Dorsey in the Rain
Bo Room of the now-gutted Kenmore Hotel, 
and meet its most notorious patron, Jack "Legs" 
Diamond during his peak as bootlegger and 
racketeer, The concrete parking lots of Broad
way and the skyscrapers of today's State Street 
shift and come alive with the "sports and swells" 
at Keeler's Restaurant and at a raft of gambling 
halls. 

Perhaps O Albany I is only of interest to those 
who walk that city's streets and marvel at the 
enduring echoes of music and laughter, murder 
and intrigue. But for a reviewer who has spent 
nearly a decade attempting to break into the 
guarded preserve of Albany's native collective 
unconscious, Kennedy's book is not only a 
charted course-it is a bible of undercurrents 
and prejudices, alliances and betrayals, charac
ters and ironies which, once sworn upon, binds 
one to the continuing fabric of Kennedy's 
hometown. 

Editor's Note: 

Marcie Bannon is a student at the State 
University of New York at Albany. Our regular 
critic, Richard Leveroni, will be back next 
month. Thanks to Marcie for filling this spot. 

The Purple Rose of Cairo 
Written and Directed by Woody Allen 

Starring Mia Farrow, Jeff Daniels, and 

Daniel Atello 
(now available on video cassettes) 

Woody Allen's appreciation of Mia Farrow's 
ability as an actress is obvious in The Purple 
Rose of Cairo. Farrow has the leading role and 
Allen's over powering yet appreciated persona is 
lacking from this flick. Although most of Allen's 
films rely on his distinctive presence, Farrow 
more than makes up for Allen's absence. The 
setting is in some city at the height of the 
depression. Farrow, a poor housewife who has 
trouble holding a waitressing job due to her 
infatuation with romance/adventure films, 
often dreams of living the life presented on the 
screen. She spends much time at the movies 
which causes friction with her boss and her 
unemployed husband. Because of her fantasies, 
she eventually loses her job. 

Realizing that she has lost her only household 
income, Farrow passes into severe depression. 
She doesn't tell her husband that she has lost her 
job and passes her time by sitting through 
showing after showing of a particular movie. 

So far we have a touching tale as Allen 
emphasizes Farrow's monotonous depression 
and fantasy. Then, there is a twist that only Allen 
could invent. The audience does a double take 
and even Farrow is taken aback when the lead on 
the silver screen played by Jeff Daniels, looks 
directly at her then leaps off the screen. Allen 
uses this eccentricity to its fullest. The actors on 
the screen sit around deliberating how to 
proceed without the film's lead. 

Allen makes us laugh all the way through as 
the real world tries to cope with A. W.O. L. movie 
characters and as fantasy characters become 
flustered by the real world's inability to return 
the leads. 

All in all, The Purple Rose of Cairo is an 
excellent film and a "must see" for anyone. It 
shows Allen can write humor effectively for leads 
other than himself. For those who do fully 
appreciate Allen, this is a special opportunity to 
roll in the aisles as one of modern humor's 
greatest writers unfolds a comedy that bears his 
trademark only as the credits roll by. 

* 
By Ezra Mauer and Scott Gerard 

Important Ways 
To Keep From 

Being Bamboozled. 

* 

I. Don't rush into something that involves 
your money or property. 

2. Shun the something-for-nothing or the 
get-rich-quick schemes. 

3. Never sign a contract until you or your 
lawyer, banker, or other expert thoroughly 
read it. 

4. Stay away from secret deals and plans 
which involve you and your money. 

5. Never turn over large sums of CASH to 
anyone, especially a stranger, no matter how 
promising the deal looks or how wonderful a 
person the stranger seems to be. 

6. Don't hesitate to check the credentials of 
someone who says he is a salesman or 
public official. 

7. Report all suspicious offers to the police 
immediately - so that the Bogus Caller can be 
caught before he finds his next victim. 

* * 

Michael Brandone 
Personal Financial Planner 
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