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BACON AND ONION BREAD 

1 package yeast 

1¼ cups lukewarm water 

6 teaspoons sugar 

4½ cups flour, approximately 

1/3 cup non-fat dry milk solids 

1/2 cup minced onion 

1/2 cup (four ounces) minced bacon 

1 clove garlic (optional) 

3/4 teaspoon salt 

1. Dissolve the yeast in one-quarter 
cup of the lukewarm water with one 
teaspoon of the sugar. 

2. Combine the remaining cup of 
water, the remaining sugar, two cups 
of the flour and the milk. Add the 
yeast and mix. 

3. Saute the onion, bacon and 
garlic, without browning, until almost 
done. Cool to lukewarm. Discard the 
garlic. 

4. Add the bacon and on ion to the 
sponge. Add the salt and enough of 
the remaining flour to make a soft 
dough. 

5. Turn onto a floured board and 
knead until dough is smooth and not 
sticky. Place in a greased bowl and 
grease the surface of the dough. Cover 
and let rise in a warm place (80 to 85 
degrees) until double in bulk, about 
one hour. 

6. Shape into two loaves and place 
in two greased 8 x 4 x 2-inch pans. 
Grease the tops of the loaves, cover 
and let rise until double in size, about 
forty-five minutes. 
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7. Bake the loaves near the bottom 
of a preheated 400-degree oven ten 
minutes. Lower the oven temperature 
to 350 degrees and bake thirty 
minutes longer, or until bread shrinks 
from the sides of the pans and is well 
browned. 

Yield: Two small loaves. 

Reprinted from the Preservation 
News, a publication of the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation. 

SENATE VOTES 

PRESERVATION AID 

The U.S. Senate passed by an over
whelming margin (94 to 2) in late July 
an amendment to the Tax Reform Act 
of 1976 that removes much of the 
bias against historic preservation that 
now exists in the International 
Revenue Service Code. 

The amendment, introduced by 
Sen. J. Glenn Beall, Jr. (R-Md.), is a 
reworked version of Beall 's Historic 
Structures Tax Act of 1975 which was 
making slow progress in the Senate. 
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Conference Committee 

The amended Tax Reform Act 
passed the Senate August 6. A House 
of Representatives tax bill has also 
passed although without the historic 
preservation amendment. Differences 
in the two bills will be worked out in 
conference between the two houses. 

"We think we have better than a 
50-50 chance of getting the amend
ment included in the final conference 
report," David A. Rust, Beall's legisla
tive assistant, told Preservation News. 
"We have two things going for us," 
Rust said. "First, the preservation 
community is active in the amend
ment's behalf, responding quicker 
than usual. Second, was the big win in 
the Senate. And the (U.S.) Treasury 
Department support should not hurt," 
Rust added. 

Using the Tax System 

"My amendment seeks to reinvigor
ate our urban communities and reaf
firm our sense of neighborhood while 
at the same time preserving our herit
age," Beall said. "We can do this by 
constructively utilizing our federal tax 
system so as to encourage the long 
range and highly desirable preserva
tion and environmental goals which 
we as a Congress have set for our 
nation." 
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open: 

CHASE STEERS 

Tavern 

31 College St. 

Originally EST. 1805 

The Stockade's only 
operating Old Tavern 

11:30 til 1:00 a.m. 
Tuesday - Saturday 

Homemade Soup and Sandwiches 
11:30 a.m. - 11:00 p.m. 

Tuesday - Saturday 

377-2408 

CLOSED ALL DAY SUNDAY & MONDAY 
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CONVERSATION WITH AN 

OLD HOUSE 

By Janet Linse 

The allure of historic preservation is 
found in a positive response to the 
cliche, "If these old walls could only 
talk, what tales they would tell!" The 
truth of it is, old walls do talk, and 
tell their tales, to anyone who will 
listen. 

Just the other day I had a conversa
tion with a grand old Victorian house 
in Eugene, Ore. The House invited me 
up to its octagonal tower, with its city 
view. I oohed and ahhhed. The House 
said, "Everyone likes the view;-A
seven-year-old girl, Ellen, was the 
tower's most constant companion 
back in 1917. She would just sit 
where you're sitting and try to see 
over the horizon to France, to know 
whether or not her daddy was safe in 
the war. For a fact, her daddy was 
killed, so Ellen's mama had to sell me 
to a family with two spoiled teenage 
sons. Let me tell you, they rattled my 
rafters on more than one occasion." 

The House paused. I looked out the 
window. The moon rose. Spencer's 
Butte was a hazy, fading presence on 
the horizon. City lights filled the 
valley between the House and the foot 
o~ the butte. I asked, "House, what 
did the valley look like before the city 
came to fill it? Did Spencer's Butte 
seem bigger or smaller?" 

"The butte was the same. The 
difference is that when I was young 
the valley was a sea of dark forest and 
nowadays it is a sky of incandescent 
stars." 

I looked again, erasing the lights in 
my eyes. The House was exactly right. 
The valley was__a sea. Such PQP..Ula
tion of trees! 

The House asked, "Which is better, 
old Eugene or new Eugene?" 

I puzzled over the question. "Until 
now, I would have said, 'Old Eugene,' 
without hesitation. Now, I wonder. I 
think that I don't yearn for the good 
old days as much as I wish I could 
satisfy my curiosity about them. 
Being here and seeing the old and new 
side by side makes me think that your 
question does not have an answer." 

"I quite agree,'' the House said 
"To judge which is better, Eugene in 
the present or Eugene almost a 
century ago, is simpleminded and fruit
less, like judging the merits of the sky 
versus the sea." 

"I thought I might ask you whether 
or not you yourself have improved 
with age, but that question is also 
simpleminded, I suppose." 

"Yes, decidedly. Simpleminded, 
certainly. Instead of discussing that, 
let me talk to you about changing 
over time. I have changed greatly in 
my time. In my youth I was vain and 
dissatisfied. I was the tallest, most 
elegant house in town. I was so jealous 
of my status that I tried to stretch up 
to the stars on clear nights. I never 
grew taller. In fact, the opposite has 
occurred. I }:lave settled." 

When it said this, the House 
sounded, for the first time, proud and 
pompous, as though settling were 
some accomplishment. I laughed and 
said, "Yes, I noticed the doors don't 
close well." 

"Please, you must not take settling 
so lightly. I now accept my limitations 
and I am thankful that I have out
lasted my rivals. Many of my contem
poraries have been torn down in 
recent years." 

"Aren't you afraid that you will be 
torn down?" 

"No, I have never feared the inevit
able. Why do you ask?" 

"House, I feel strange talking like 
this to an inanimate object, but I like 
you. I value this talk and the sights 
you've shown me. I've learned from 
you and ... well, I just don't want to 
lose you, that's all." 

The House calmly asked, "Can you 
say, precisely, why you want me to 
stay?" 

"Uh . . . you give me Historical 
Perspective .... " 

It was the House's turn to laugh. 
"If you are thinking historical per
spective and nothing more, then a 
penny for your thoughts is a scandal
ous overpayment. You must be more 
specific." 

"I can't, right now." 
"Of course not. It is late. Why 

don't you make yourself at home in 
the guest room? Sleep on it. I'm sure 
you will come u with somethin in 
the morning.,-,-

I did not feel entirely kindly 
toward the House as I got ready for 
bed. It seemed the House had handed 
me the task of justifying its continued 
existence. Was that fair? I hardly 
slept. I watched the cracks on the 
ceiling. 

I tried to discover a pragmatic basis 
for the House's value. What could I 
say to convince the land developer, 
the banker, the highway engineer, the 
lawmaker and the voter that the beau
tiful House should remain? What is 
important about buildings to the land 
developer, et al? 

Dollar signs! I was aghast! All I 
could see were dollar signs. In my 
head I ran in circles trying to get past 
the dollar obstacle. All I managed to 
do was put myself to sleep. 



I dreamed a dream, while I slept on 
the bed in the bedroom in the House 
with the tower that looked across the 
city to Spencer's Butte. In the dream, 
a small town and a forest took the 
place of the city of Eugene. I became 
Pioneer Woman, holding a child and 
wearing a cotton dress and a gingham 
apron. A man stopped sawing the 
decorative shingles for the house he 
was building and said, "Please, some 
lemonade, Nancy." 

That's all there was to the dream. 
In the morning I talked to the House 
about it. 

"House, it was such a corny dream. 
The pioneer woman raises a child and 
the pioneer man raises a house. Then, 
modern man is hypocritical ,enough to 
spend millions of dollars to keep 
people alive beyond their natural life 
spans, while at the same time destroy
ing beautiful, useful old buildings. 
House,- it~ a sentimental argument, 
not a reasonable one. It'll never hold 
water." 

"Put aside the sentimentality issue 
for a moment. Yesterday you were 
trying to discover why I am important 
to you. Did you find the answer?" 

"Well, yes. It has to do with posses
sion, I suppose. I have the here and 
now. It was given to me by all the 
people in my past, my parents and 
grandparents and so on. I have you. 
You were given to me by those people 
in the past who built you, like the 
people in the dream. So, you see, I 
have the present, but I need you to be 
in touch with the past. A present 
without a past is as chaotic as ... 
what is chaotic because it lacks roots 

• in the past? A revolution? Anarchy? 
Cultural amnesia? That kind of insta
bility is intolerable." 

"Bravo! Tell all that to the land 
developers when they come to tear me 
down. My dear, you are a delight to 
me in my old age." 

"Wait! No! I can't tell them that 
your value is based on a dream!" 

, The House said, "But it is not a 
dream. It is a truth. A man without 
his people's past is at best an orphan. 
Do not make excuses for it, please, 
and know that every business person 
and voter is a human being, with 
needs and sensitivities very much like 
yours." 

"It's so uncertain, though. House, I 
wish you were worth a pile of money 
so no one could ever afford to destroy 
you." 

"I'd enjoy that. I am continually 
annoyed by the condominium builders 
who drool over my 'For Sale' sign. 
However, I am afraid it would take an 
awesome quantity of money to price 
me off the market." 

"House, you are a noble and level
headed edifice. Thank you so much 
for the talk." 

"Entirely my pleasure. Please call 
again. You surely know that old 
gaffers would rather talk about days 
gone by than do anything else." 

"Of course, House, and . . . I'll do 
what I can for you, promise." 

TIDINGS 

Emily Sherwood of Front Street is 
off to college. She is a freshman at Mt. 
Holyoke. 

We wish a speedy recovery to Aria 
Watrous. 

Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. 
George Toriyama of 201 Union Street 
on the birth of their daughter, 
Georgina Kihara on September 25, 
1976. 

Welcome to Jonathan Gommi, a 
student at Union College, to 118 
Front Street. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Gemmette of Front 
Street won a prize in the finals of the 
Gazette photo contest. The picture of 
her son is now going on to Kodak for 
perhaps more blue ribbons. 

Analiese Kambour, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Roger Kambour, spent part 
of her summer at the Northeastern 
New York Youth Orchestra at Union 
College. She plays the French horn. 

There is to be an African Art Show 
given by Vyvian D'Estienne, October 
12-29, at the auditorium of the Edu
cation building at 108 Brandywine 
Avenue. -

Kathy and Don Zizzi of 101 Front 
Street and Diane and Dick Waring of 
118 No. Ferry are recent arrivals to 
our area. Welcome to the Stockade. 

Phil and Judy DiSorbo, formerly of 
153 Front Street, now living in a 100 
year old farm house in Quaker Street, 
have a baby sister for Teddy and 
·Paula. 

Jim Lane· and Doug Grizitte are 
teaching basketball at the Girls' Club. 

The Flynns of 138 Front Street 
have moved to Niskayuna. 

Peggi Drum is back at her Stockade 
home after spending a hectic summer 
at SP AC. Peggi is the head of the 
Publicity Department there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Denton from 
Cranbury, N.J. were visiting the Lanes 
this past summer. 

Karen Brown, formerly of 232 
Green Street, was married in July to 
John Sapone. 
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STOCKADE ASSOCIATION 
GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

Monday, September 27, 1976 

President William Davidsen called 
the meeting to order at 7:40 P.M. He 
remarked on the attractive restoration 
of 108 Union Street. 

Dr. Navias recommended that all 
present introduce themselves. This 
was done immediately. 

President Davidsen entertained a 
motion that the minutes of the May 
1976 meeting be approved as pub
lished in the SPY. This was so moved 
and seconded. 

The President exhibited an award 
won by the Association in 1965. He 
indicated that the Association also has 
a banner. Its history will be explained 
at the next meeting. 

Treasurer's Report: Bob George gave 
the following Annual Financial 
Statement: 

Assets- 6/1/75 
Cash in bank $3,715 

Income 
Annual Walkabout $2,692 
Dues from Members 570 
Interest on Bank 

Accounts 340 
Sales of "Walls 

Have Ears" 247 
Sales of Christmas 

Cards 71 
Donations 6 

Total Income $3,926 

Expenditures 
Printing, Dupli-

eating, etc. 356 
Stockade SPY 240 
Insurance 125 
Delivery expense 90 
Annual Picnic 

Expenses $887 
Receipts 801 86 

Post Office Box 42 
Meetings, Refresh-

ments, etc. 19 
Memberships 15 

Total Expenditures $ 973 

Net Increase in Assets $2,953 

Assets 5/31/76 
Cash in bank $6,668 

Heritage Fund $3,724 
General Fund 2,944 

$6,668 

Mr. George stated that the balance 
as of September 27, 1976 is $3,149 in 
the General Fund (this includes In
come of $205) and $3,724 in the 
Heritage Fund. Jo Braden suggested 
that the Annual Financial Statement 
be published in the SPY. President 
Davidsen indicated this would be done 
in the meeting minutes. 

Walkabout: Anne George reported 
that the Walkabout Committee con
sidered the event a total success. The 
estimated income is $4,400 of which 
$2,200 will go to the Association. 
1200 people attended which is 1/3 
less than last year. Jim Schmitt sug
gested that future Walkabouts have a 
"wrap-up" discussion between home
owners and hostesses in order to make 
observations. He noted that there 
were very few young people attending 
this year. Dr. Navias suggested a child 
care center be set up to allow parents 
of young children to attend. Mr. 
Schmitt suggested that the Associa
tion coorqinate efforts with other area 
Walkabouts pertaining to scheduling. 

Bicentennial Committee: The Presi
dent thanked Adelaide Parker for her 
outstanding effort in coordinating the 
Bicentennial. Mrs. Parker stated that 
the Bicentennial Committee was 
thankful to the Stockade Association 
for its cooperation. 

SPY: Pat Davidsen reported that the 
SPY needs a new Business Manager. 
This person need not solicit ads. 

Stockade Movie: The President re
ported that the Council on the Arts 
has recommended financial funding of 
$5,000 for Lee Bowden's movie. The 
money will probably be received by 
January. 

Membership: Jim Lane noted th t 
there will be a major membersh~p 
drive this year. People will be con
tacte? door-to-door and a form will be 
put m the SPY. He requested that 
t~ose who would like to help contact 
him or Barbara Sauer. 

Historic Register: Jim Schmitt stated 
th a~ the Stockade is listed on the 
Nati?nal Register of Historic Places 
and 1s therefore protected from Fed
eral . ~ojects. The government will 
~ubs1d1ze restoration of Register build
~gs. Mr. Schmitt stated the Associa
t10n should be on the look-out 
because funds are now limited but 
may be dramatically increased. 

New Business-Flood Control: Jim 
Schmitt reported that on August 15, 
1976 the City Environment Conserva
tion Commission held a meeting to 
discuss the flood wall. Mr. Schmitt 
reviewed the history of flood control 
since 197 3. He- said the Commission 
proposed the idea of a small flood 
wall at the back of the Park. This 
would require local funding. Mr. 
Schmitt proposed an alternate solu
tion to the flood problem. The solu
tion entailed the purchase by the City 
of those houses which periodically 
flood. The City could then demolish 
the houses and use the land to enlarge 
the park. Mr. Schmitt went on to 
indicate that this was a "tongue-in
cheek" proposal which he used to 
demonstrate the ridiculousness of 
many of the radical solutions to flood 
control. Mr. Schmitt indicated his 
surprise at the. indignation and con
cern of many of the homeowners 
whose houses flood. He feels they 
were aware that their houses were 
susceptible to flooding when they 
purchased them and this was certainly 
a factor affecting their original pur
chase price. 

The meeting was adjm;rned at 9:15 
P.M. 

Film Notes: 

Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara P. Sauer 
Recording Secretary 

The net gain from the dinner at the 
Van Dyck and from all extra contribu
tions amounted to $1,500.00. 

Filmmaker Lee Bowden is planning, 
within the next few months to film 
fall scenes, some interiors, ~terviews 
and the renovation now in progress. 

A painting by Suzanne Ferguson 
was raffled off for $100 and Th era 
Knowlton of No. Church was the 
lucky winner. 

The Bowdens would like me to add 
that they are grateful to all the people 
who have been such a great help on 
this project. 


