
Meet the Spy's Staff-No. 1 

Our Editor-Georgia Tucker 

This article starts a series on the people who 
work to bring you the Stockade Spy each month. 

Editing a publication can be a lonesome job. 
While some of the work can be delegated, the 
total responsibility always belongs to the person 
listed at the top of the masthead as "Editor". 

Accordingly, we in the Stockade area are 
fortunate to have the talented Georgia Tucker 
taking responsibility for the Spy, a voluntary 
community contribution she performs nine 
times a year, on top of what is more than likely a 
more than full-time job. 

With the help of a motley crew of contributors, 
all voluntary and many with jobs of their own, 
Georgia meets the acid test of every editor-she 
gets the paper out, and has since joining the staff 
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in January 1983. Her work has earned consistent 
support from more than 20 local businesse=s-
which can invest advertising dollars in a pape; 
they know is read and brings customers to their 
doors. 

For the last five years, Georgia has been a staff 
member of WMHT-TV, the public service 
channel in the Capital District. To illustrate her 
technical ability: she has served as production 
engineer, monitoring and controlling audio/ 
video output, handling switching on the master 
control console, and operating the transmitter 
by remote control, among other duties. As the 
station's current Continuity Coordinator, she 
took responsibility for the entire on-air image 
during station breaks, including screening, 
copywriting, scripting and editing of tapes. 

To point out her creative/communications 
ability: Georgia plans, creates and produces on
air campaigns for such station events as fall 
premieres, membership and fund drives, and 
simulcasts, among other chores. And to illustrate 
her appeal to viewers: when she makes on
camera appearances, it's good for the WMHT
TV image! 

Her career also includes varied assignments
staff announcer, program director, master 
control operator, etc.-with WAMC-FM, 
Schenectady Cablevision, and WMHT-FM 
radio, all in this area. 

If the above wasn't enough to keep busy: for 
several years, as a part-time venture, Georgia 
was the Classical Music Coordinator of Record 
Town, Albany, planning and maintaining the 
largest classical music department in the Capital 
District, including records, tapes and compact 
discs. 

Georgia graduated from S UNY A in I 979 
with a B.A. in Music. Her inherent managemen~ 
and creative ability was displayed while in 
college, when she organized a series of 12 
concerts presenting new music/video art. She 
prepared budgets, selected and negotiated fees 
with artists, arranged for technical support, and 
performed all publicity functions. 

This early demonstration of versatile talents 
was a symbol of things to come for our Editor, as 
Georgia Tucker continues to handle her job and 
her community contributions with rare skill and 
energy. 

John H. Ronayne 

The First Unitarian 
Society of Schenectady 

presents 
Artwork by 

George Weinheimer 
Sept. 16 - Oct. 28, 1984 
Returning for his second one man show at the 

Unitarian Society this fall is George Weinheimer, 
one of the original members of the Oakroom 
Artists exhibiting group. 
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The exhibition is composed of drawings in 
various mediums, oil paintings, linoleum 
prints,and styrofoam bas-reliefs. The subjects 
are animals, a favorite theme of this artist. 
Inchided are horses, zebra, antelope, elephant, 
deer, giraffe, tiger and jaguar. Some of these 
were drawn from life in the stable or the game 
farm, others are inventions composed in the 
studio. All celebrate the vivacious movement 
and form of the animal. 

Weinheimer, trained at the Albright School of 
Fine Arts in Buffalo, New York, studied 
painting with Morris Davidson. He retired from 
the position of Supervisor of Art for the 
Schenectady Schools in 1980 apd currently 
teaches at the Brown School and the Annie 
Schaffer Senior Citizens· Center. 

Further information about these art works 
may be obtained from the artist-346-4355. 

My Terrace Guests 
Once I had a house for humming birds 
Set up in a tree nearby on its lowest branch. 
I never saw a bird enter or leave it. 
I offered them shelter but forgot to provide food. 
I now realize that I was a careless landlord. 

My eyes ever widen with joy 
As a wave of blue. flashes near the feeder on my 

terrace 
Heralding the entry of a colorful blue jay 
Winging towards a prospective meal 
And sending the other birds off to the nearby 

branches 
To sit and wait until the jay has had its full 
Before they venture back to sneak a furtive 

snack. 

This one comes in daily, the cardinal, 
A flash of her red beak streaking down 
To an easy landing on the feeder's rim. 
Soon will come her mate with his proud crown 
Above the startling scarlet of his regalia 
To eat his full unmindful of the press of sparrows 
Scattered about in disarray 
Impatient to grab for themselves 
A tasty bit or two of provender. 

I am used to quick snacks, 
So often have I seen my own chicks dash in 
To mouth a morsel of anything and run away. 
So today I am happy to rest on my terrace 
To play a similar role as host 
For my airborne neighbors. 

Ernie Cohen 
Sept. 1984 
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President's Message 
The Walkabout was again a success, thanks to 

the hard work of all involved and cooperative 
sunshine. Along with all the participants we wish 
to thank committee members John Inman and 
Nancy Todd for their work, a regret that their 
names were omitted from the committee list. 
Thanks also to Jim Lane who hung the Banner at 
the Indian. As we go to press, the attendance 
count stands at I, 191 visitors. Watch for the 
Walkabout articles in the next Spy! 

Thanks go to Martin Manley and the 
Neighborhood Watch who have helped the 
Woodlawn Watch get started. Following is the 
kind letter written by the President of the 
Woodlawn Watch. 

WOODLAWN NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 

September 30, I 984 
Stockade Association 
cf o Eileen Julian 
15 Washington Ave. 
Schenectady, New York-14301 

Dear Eileen: 

I wish to take this opportunity to thank you and 
the Stockade Association for helping our 
organization get off to an excellent start. 

If in the future we can be of any help to you 
please do not hesitate to give me a call. 

Thank you. 

Woodlawn Neighborhood Watch 
Nancy E. Gresens/President 

This kind of cooperation should make us all 
feel good. 

Neighborhood Watch 
Neighborhood Watch acts to protect stores 

and businesses which are part of the Stockade or 
are in its outlying areas. 

All residents in the Stockade who are 16 years 
old or over are eligible for this program. There 
are no other restrictions unless the applicant has 
been arrested for a felony or a misdemeanor. 

Further information about the program and 
applications for membership are available from 
Martin Manley. He may be reached at 381-6784. 

LEA VE YOUR LIGHTS ON TO DETER 
CRIME, CHEAP AND EFFECTIVE 

Lum Fung Restaurant 
107 Canal Square 
Schenectady, NY 
Tel. 393-5429 

Come Try Our Special 
Luncheons 

1/1 :30 AM - 4:00 PM 

Tidings 
A very wa~m welcome to new Stockade 

residences! Th~y include Frances and Raymond 
Scott of 113 Front Street and William Howe of 
19 North Ferry Street . 

Also, a welcome home to Katie Van Eps, who 
returns home after a long stay in the hospital. 

Mary Mcauliffe of 9 North Street has a 
grandson, Scott Carlson of Scroon Lake staying 
with her while he attends Schenectady 
Community College. 

Forum on Rape set at 
Linton High School 

The Schenectady Police Community Centers 
and the City Neighborhood Watch are 
sponsoring a forum on the subject of rape. A 
slide show entitled, "Rape, An Act of Violence" 
will be followed by panel statements and 
questions from the audience. Police Court 
Justice Clifford Harrigan and representatives 
from the D.A.'s office, Rape Crisis, Ellis 
Hospital and the Schenectady Police Depart
ment will make up the panel of experts for the 
presentation. The program will be held from 
7-9 pm on Thursday, November 15th at Linton 
High School. For more information call 370-
2022. 

Events by the 
Environmental 
Clearinghouse 
of Schenectady 

Five Rivers Fall Festival 

Five Rivers Environmental Ed Center invites 
ECOS members to their Fall Festival on Oct. 13 
from I to 5 pm. It will feature guided nature 
walks for families (some with wading to search 
for water creatures); live animals, including a 
barred owl, snakes and turtles, displayed by their 
handlers; crafts demonstrations; family games 
and activities; refreshments and environmental 
displays. 

Five Rivers is on Game Farm Rd. off 
Delaware Ave. in Delmar. For more informa
tion call 457-6092. 

THE COLONIAL PETAL 
131 Canal Square 
downtown Schenectady 

377-6648 
Dried Herbs 

Are In! 
Come See Our 

October/est 
Specials 

100% cotton flannel sheets 
with matching nightgowns, robes 

Something Special 
Home Shop 

374-1790 (Located next to Carl Co. on State St. 

~ --•v JIEWIEUIY c... U.B.I. COMPANY 

"Jew,elers to the Stockade 
for 62 years" 

Diamonds - Watches • China - Silver - Gifts 
374-1219 

315 State St. Schenectady 

(518) 377.9549 FREE ESTIMATES 

DART CONSTRUCTION CO. 

JIM DART 
Owner 

ALL TYPES OF REMODELING 

1416 UNION STREET 
SCHENECTADY.NY 12308 

!ffi 
OPPER UNION TRAVEL, INC. 

1708 UNION STREET 
(Opposite Ben & Jerry's Ice Cream) 

• Leisure & Commercial Travel 
• Ticket Delivery 

Travel Counselors 
EILEEN JULIAN 

JESSICA W. SPACIL 
346-7474 

Hours: Mon. - Fri. - 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM or by Appointment 

Fall Foliage Walks ~ • 

Saturday, Oct. 13, 10:00 am Plotterkill ..fl.. 
Soot, Creosote and other flammable 

nastiness neatly removed 

Preserve - Bring a picnic lunch and plan to hike Sll.pS Pete Looker -==- Guild Certified 

393-4531 

around the preserve into the afternoon. The c••M•n sw•'" Chimney Sweep 

waterfalls and pools of this beautiful stream will 1---------------..;11;,;;z,;.;16;.... _____ ..., 
be reflecting fall colors at the height of the 
season. Meet at the Preserve parking lot on Rt. 
159 (Mariaville Road). Do not go to the parking 
lot on Coplon Road. 

Tuesday, Oct. 16, 9:30 am Niskayuna Bike 
Path East from Rexford Bridge - Good for slow 
walkers, even handicapped - this new section of 
the Riverfront Bike-Hike Trail passes through 

the difference is ... 
the difference is ucitin1 pfta 

the diffe~ncie is distinctive stationery and carda 

the dirfe~nc:e is your kind of clothn 

the dirferenor is 

corner of libeny A s. ferry ata. 

visa 

)12-7600 

matter card 
glades of wild flowers, and the fall coloring in the.,_ _____________________ _. 

wetlands is beautiful. Meet at the parking lot on 
East Street just off Balltown Road at Rexford 
Bridge. 



TIMECENTER 
J~~~t!:~ 

Downlown Schenectady, (518) 374--0183 

OPEN EVENINGS MON. - FRI. 

We're old enough to know better. 

(-7\nni(.be~ 
FOR HAIR 

137 south ferry st schenectady n y 12305 518-372-1949 

XEROX COPIES 
Low Low Prices 

OFFSET PRINTING 
Small or Large Orders 

124 Jay St. 393-0301 

ti~~ 
Bxbaw Inn 

IO Slate Strut 

mg, 
with food tastily prepared and 

reasonably priced. 

For Reservations call 382-8844 

Phone Bus. 393-2109 

1597 UNION STREET 
370-3170 

Res. 399-6410 

Charles W. Merriam & Son, Inc. 
Always Ready To Serve Your Insuring Needs 

Since 1905 

Charles W. Merriam, Jr. 

202 State Street Schenectady, NY 

Emergency 
Communications 

Services . .. 
Copper Publications 

This article continues the Spy's series on local 
businesses in our residential community. 

A Stockade-based, high technology-oriented 
communications company, with three full-time 
employees, recently spent a hectic three weeks 
with an extra 15 people called in to work much, 
much more than full time on a 600-page 
document aimed at convincing Saudi Arabia 
that a multi-hundred-million dollar order 
should be awarded to GE-all under the 
direction of Ferris P. Copper, of Copper 
Publications (CP), at 58A Washington Avenue. 

Ferris, who chose early retirement from GE 
after 34 years' service to set up his own 
communications service business in 1980, says 
that Schenectady is a "mine" of talent-what 
.with GE retirees, teaching staffs oflocal colleges, 
and free lance men and women skilled in many 
fields, all available. On the Saudi project, the 
right 15 people were ready to be "mined" -and 
Copper is a good people miner, which, he'll tell 
you, is the key to his successful business. 

CP's services include preparation of publica
tions-sales brochures, presentations, pro
posals, reports, instruction manuals, computer 
software documentation, etc.-along with 
printing everything from business cards to full
color brochures; translating; a long list of visual 
arts services, including photography; word 
processing, and even E-Com electronic mail, in 
which he is a certified carrier for the Postal 

Ferris's permanent staff consists of Lisa 
Westervelt, a local girl, who is very familiar with 
the intricacies of word processing and highly 
detailed editing of highly technical material, and 
Joni Slawinski, a New York City native, who 
combines unusual talents-artist and book
keeper. She is also adept at using the word 
processor in CP's offices, and the two computer 
systems available. But all three full-time people 
are "interchangeable parts," ready to pitch in on 
any phase of any project to help maintain CP's 
reputation for flexibility, performance and 
dedication to excellence. 

"We're getting many requests for our trans
lating services," says Ferris. Quickly available to 
him are some 50 translators, including one 91-
year-old gentleman, retired from GE for 25 
years, and fluent in IO languages. Copper insists 
that his translators be native in one language in 
which they are competent, and that they be 
either lawyers or engineers-to handle the 
nuances involved in translating technically 
oriented facts, and in making sure that legal 
aspects of business literature are equally clear to 
American and foreign readers. 

Ferris's business comes from GE divisions and 
from local and out-of-town firms, including 
advertising agencies and engineering consult
ants. He recently added an off-shore corporation 
to his client list. "Word of mouth" advertising 
from happy clients has been a major factor in 
growing the business. "We have a promotional 
brochure on CP in progress," says Ferris, "but 
jobs keep coming in and we have to postpone 
work on our own promotion". Now that's a 

Copper is a retired Colonet, Signal Corps, 
U.S. Army Reserve. His World War II service 
included a stint on the staff of Major General 
Simon Bolivar Buckner, Jr., then in command in 
Alaska, during which Ferris helped establish the 
first wire photo service between Alaska and the 
lower 48 states. Born in Columbus, Ohio, Ferris 
joined GE here after his Army service, and 
served in various communications and super
visory positions. 

Asked why he chose a Stockade location for 
his business, Ferris says that he rented a room in 
the Stockade upon joining GE in 1946, and has 
lived here ever since. He is the first President and 
a founder of the Stockade Association. His 
offices occupy the ground floor of the former 
Schenectady Women's Club building. 

Ferris never knows what type of job willcome 
in next, and he agrees that the variety of CP's 
work makes it enjoyable. But it's very often on a 
"rush" basis, stealing evenings and weekends . 
Ferris will tell you that he can supply "emergency 
communications services". When the client's 
staff is overloaded or shorthanded, and the 
deadline is tight, the solution in a growing 
number of companies seems to be: "Let's call 
Copper." And in just five years, Copper Publica
tions has established a reputation for being the 
right number to call, no matter what the 
obstacles or how short the time. 

John H. Ronayne 

STOCKADE 
----York 

llorhoo4 
1fdch 

CONSERVATION CORNER 
Q: I'm interested in leaving a light on overnight. 
How much will night (security) lighting add to my 
NM electric bills? 

A: The cost depends on the Size (wattage) of the 
bulb bu med and the number of hours used each 
billing period. As a guide to average costs, how
ever, the table below may be helpful. The costs 
are based on 240 hours of use in a 30-day period 
at a cost of 7~ per kilowatt-hour. 

BULB SIZE MONTHLY COST 
40 watts $ .67 
60 watts $1.01 
75 watts $1.26 
100 watts $1.68 

happy problem for any business! ._ _________________ _ 



Reflections 
Once a poet young, who never lived beyond 

his youth 
He wrote at Gallipole, did Rupert Brooke, 
He wrote of the sweet red wine of youth 
And that serene that men call age. 

When first I read those lines, I too, was young 
Much fortified against a future then so 
Interminably afar. 
Youth was for me, then, an unfathomed well of 

pristine living, 
And age, at best, then, an unbelievable myth. 

From These I Have Chosen 

Slowly he placed the slim volume of his own 
poetry on an antique table. "I was born in 1894," 
he began. "I saw the Kerosene lamp, gas lights, 
the incandescent light bulb; the automobile, the 
aeroplane; radio, T.V.; the men on the moon. 
But what's my place in the universe?" He sat 
back comfortably in his armchair and continued: 
"When you reach a certain point in life you are 
left pretty much stranded regarding your place in 
the world and you begin to contemplate things 
that years ago didn't amount to an awful lot. As 
time progresses, regardless of your religious 
background, the whole thing becomes changed, 
especially in light of the growing mass of 
evidence as epitomized by the Carl Sagan series 
on television. You simply have got to come to the 
conclusion that you can't accept any kind of 
anthropomorphic God. You have got to come 
up with a concept that is going to satisfy you 
both scientifically and spiritually. In other 
words, I am going back to Spinoza and the 
monism of matter. All things are, were, and ever 
will be a unity. We are programmed by a great 
big computer which surrounds us. I am not 
alone; I am all things around me. 

While he was talking, I wondered about the 
concept of an anthropomorphic God being 
replaced by a computer and, of course, about the 
origin of the computer itself, "What is the 
relationship of the computer to a God?" I asked. 

"Well," he said. "I strongly wish-believe
that this computer was manufactured by some 
divine effort." 

"You believe or wish?" I asked. "Do you 
believe that it was manufactured by some divine 
effort?" 

"I don't know. I just accept the fact that we are 
computerized." 

"Then you are a determinist?" 

"Definitely." 

"Can you venture to suggest the origin of the 
computer?" 

He looked at me blankly for a moment. "One 
doesn't dare," he said, "try to comprehend the 
being that progr'ammed the computer. You can't 
prove it and you get nowhere. It can never come 
out satisfactorily. We just don't have the mental 
capacity right now to justify this kind of 
thinking. You simply have to rely on faith: ari 
acceptance of a fact. That fact may be wrong or 
idiotic, but I accept it as a fact because I have no 
other fact that will satisfy my intellectual 
curiosity." 

I gathered at this point in the conversation 
that we were sneaking up on a Kierkegaardian 
"leap of faith", not to establish a Christian God, 
however, but a computer maker. I suggested this 
to Ernie who knew Kierkegaard only as "the 
Dane". 

~Mi~~ 
Schenectady, N.Y. 12305 

518-382-9784 

Fine French and American Cusine 

Lunches • Dinners 
Catering Available 

Tuesday - Friday 11:30 a.m. -10:00 p.m. 

Saturday 5 • 10 p.m. Dinner 

Sunday 3 • 9 p.m. Dinner 

Bar open Noon to Midnight 

Reflections (Continued) 

"Christians have a good break there. A 
Catholic Priest once told me: 'You know you 
can't solve it rationally. You have to have faith as 
either a major or a minor premise in order to 
reach any conclusion." 

We were getting somewhere. "But it's the piece 
in the middle that gets everyone in trouble," I 
said. "Whether you are proving God's existence 
or whether you are proving a vast computer 
maker." 

"That's exactly it," he said. "Faith carries you 
across a river on a pontoon." 

"You don't divide body and soul in monism," I 
said. "So is there any room for immortality?" 

His voice smiled but his face was silent. "Oh, 
no. I don't believe in immortality at all. Maybe I 
would go back to the Jewish concept of 
immortality. That immortality is what you leave 
behind in the way of children. That's where my 
immortality lies. When I die my mother will lose 
her immortality. He motioned to a woman's 
photograph. "My wife died 20 years ago, but I 
never go to bed at night without throwing her a 
kiss to tell her she's remembered. Someone has 
to know the person for them to be immortal." 

"Isn't Shakespeare immortal?" I asked. 

He mused for a moment. "Well, you are right. 
He left works behind which make his immortal." 

"And you have your poetry and your 
paintings, so you, too, will be immortal." 

His voice was silent but his face smiled. After a 
few moments, he said again: "You are right. As 
long as my sketches remain, such as they are, or 
as long as someone reads my miscellaneous 
verses, I guest I enjoy a modicum of immortality. 
When my last child, or grandchild, or when my 
old or young friends, close up their homes and 
palm off my paintings or booklets of verses on 
someone, or on the Salvation Army, or on the 
City Mission, or on the trash heap, I'll have a 
very miniscule taste of immortality-and, 
frankly, that's enough for an ordinary person. 
He picked up his volume of verse again and read: 

And as they have passed, these grateful years, 
Of joy not unmixed with the sorrow 
To which we are all heirs, I wonder-
I wonder, vaguely, of the verity 
Of that serene that men call age." 

An Interview by Elizabeth Villiers Gemmette 

-~l3iOCh.1nc. 
5 South Church St., Sch'dy 393-3609 

We're 
here 

to 
help! 

LAWJlENCE INSIJllANCE GROUP• INSIJllANCE A UNDERWRITING 
518/370-1720 

ARTHUR'S 
MARKET 

(518) 382 8983 

FREE DELIVERY 
372-4141 - 372-3304 

New Hours 
9 AM - 8 PM 
Sat. til 6 PM 

~ 
JIM'S BLVD. AUTO 

JIM MAAKLf 
Own'°r 

SALES & SERVICE 

1305 ERIE B~VO 
SCHENECTADY N[W YORK 12305 

Schenectady Safe & Lock Co. 
Stanley Wolfe Proprietor 

1033 Erie Blvd. 
(next to Convenient Foods/Corner Green St.) 

Tel. 346-3407 

SAFES • LOCKS • KEYS 
Safe and lock experts for two generations 

(f A ' 
""'REN r I TH£ CUT£. ST 

COUPON ? I) 
25 Z 

OFF 

'i_N'( 
WON
$1\LE. 

itE.M. 

B. CO~NELiUS ~ St-11-t~ 
l2.5 J'A.'( S'T~E..E..T 

372.0?.>2>9 

H 
NORSTAR 
BANK 
UPSTATE NY 

FORMERLY 

Mohawk National 
Bank 


