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HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
RESTORES BACK PORCH 

Summertime in the Stockade is tradi­
tionally the season for building, painting 
and restoring. This summer the Schenec­
tady County Historical Society joined 
the parade by geeting a new face, or 
more precisely, a new back view. The 
Society building at 32 Washington Ave-

',:flt . nue began life as a private residence in 
IL,.NUl) 1880 and with the completion of the r rear' entrance is finally at rest from its 

conversion to a museum and Historical 
Society Headquarters. 

Mr. Horace Van Voast of Front Street 
designed and built the new rear en­
trance, skillfully blending the back 
porch columns and door from the orig­
inal nineteenth century structure with a 
new roof, stone masonry steps and 
wrought iron railings. The columns re­
quired new capitals and bases, which 
were custom turned on a lathe and then 
the complete columns were set in water­
proofing silicones to support the roof. 
The ornamental moulding around the 
roof was carefully selected to comply 
with the style of the building, as was the 
oak leaf design in the new iron railing. 

The project was financed by a gift of 
$500.00 from the Stockade Association. 
This money was used solely for the pur­
chase of building materials and the 
wrought iron work. Mr. Van Voast do­
nated the labor, assisted by Mr. Dawson 
Van Eps and Mr. George Heidel. 

·when asked why the new porch was 
necessary and why the Stockade Asso­
ciation financed the materials portion of 
the costs Mr. Van Voast replied that the 
building was incomplete and needed to 
be finished for both aesthetic and prac-

,0.._ tical reasons. The Historical Society op­
,;:;-- erates on a very limited budget, its only 
~ncome being member ·hip dues, dona­
~r'l~nd special functions. Since the So-

ciety could not finance the new entry­
way and is an organization that offers 
both its resource~ and meeting-room fa­
cilities to the Stockade Association free 
of charge, the Board of Directors of the 
Stockade Association apparently felt 
that this gift was an appropriate use of 
its funds. 
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MARY ANTOINE, NEW HISTORICAL SOCIETY DIRECTOR 
~ 

The New York State ~cil on the 
Arts approved a gran( of $9,000. to the 
Schenectady County Historical Society 
July 1, 1971. The grant stipulated that 
it was to be used by the Society to hire 
a full-time director. Contacts were made 
with George Cole of the Schenectady 
Museum, Dr. Louis Jones of Cooperstown 
and the Rhode Island School of Design 
in Providence. In addition, an ad was 
placed in a national museum publication. 
Three candidates applied, among them 
Miss Mary Elise Antoine of the Coopers­
town Graduate Program at the State 
University College, Oneonta, New York. 
The candidates were interviewed by the 
Trustees of the Society, the curators and 
other Society members. On August 9, 
1971, a special meeting was called by the 
President, Gene Seehafer, to evaluate 
the three candidates. All interview re­
sumes were considered, and each Trustee 
gave further verbal impressions. The 
feeling was unanimous that Miss Antoine 
would best serve the Society's purpose. 
It was moved that an off er be made to 
her on a one-year basis, subject to re­
newal by mutual consent. Miss Antoine 
accepted, found an apartment in the 
Stockade Area and officially arrived at 
the Society September 1, 1971. 

Miss Antoine's qualifications and ex­
perience are impressive: undergraduate 
work in history at Ml"',rquette University, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin; a master's de­
gree from Oneonta's Cooperstown His­
tory Museum Training Program; six 
summers as a tour guide for the State 
Historical Society of Wisconsin; and one 
summer as curator of one of the Wiscon­
sin's Society's historic sites, Villa Louis 
in Prairie du Chien. Her training and 
background include planning and creat­
ing displays and exhibits, cataloguing, 
oral history, publicity, administi-ation 
and the training of volunteers. She is 
personable, enthusiastic and has demon­
strated a strong affection for children 
and their elders. 

Mary, the oldest of four girls, was 
born and raised in Prairie du Chien, a 
small town nestled on the banks of the 
Mississippi River. Stories her grand­
mother told her, coupled with her sum­
mer work, developed into an abiding 
love of history. She started out with the 

intention. of doing historical research, 
but, after four years of college, knew she 
belonged in the museum ·field. History­
reading, studying and working in it-is 
her main hobby, but there are other 
things he likes to do almost as well. She 
is in the process of making herself a con­
noisseur of French and German cooking. 
By study and experience, the decorative 
arts of 1830 to 1900 are becoming her 
field in the world of antiques. In her 
spare time, she enjoys horseback rides. 

Miss Mary Elise Antoine, as the So­
ciety's new director, has outlined several 
plans and objectives: 

1. Put our collections in order for 
easy access to the display material 
by closing off the third floor and 
utilizing up to 25 volunteers to 
catalogue and type a record of 
every item in the museum ; 

2. Exhibits with a monthly theme 
tied together with publicity, speak­
ers, demonstrations and the addi­
tion of portable walls; 

3. Oral history - cooperate with the 
Schenectady County Community 
College to record the history of 
Schenectady County on tape, by 
recording the comments of those 
who live it or know it; 

4. Step up attendance with additional 
publicity, displays, programs and 
participation. 

Visit the Society, see the changes tak­
ing shape before your eyes and,meet our 
new director. You'll like her. We do! 
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THE PRESIDENT: 
One of the most frequently mentioned 

attrilrnl s of the Stockade is the archi­
tectural unity which has evolved during 
:mo years of constl'ucting dwellings using 
a variety of styles and materials. While 
,,·e may h,n·e achieved a certain level of 
asthetic quality through concentrated at­
tention to individual buildings, we are 
falling- short of achieving even a greater 
impact through neglect or abuse to many 
of the spaces between homes and the 
street. 

That prope1ty between the sidewalk 
and the paYement may well be the most 
significant unregulated outdoor space in 
the Stockade. More and more as indi­
vidual buildings get new siding or fresh 
paint, we see entire street-scapes take on 
new beauty. 

It seems tragic when the potential for 
an entire row of dwellings to collectively 
present a picture of urban life at best is 
clevastated by the wanton application of 
huge quantities of black top. The obvi­
ous inappropriateness of this material in 
term of its value as a etting for any 
home in the Stockade is academic. Gen­
el'ous applications of black top represent 
contempt for concern about how a build­
ing appears in relation to the rest of the 
lot. Not only does this black top destroy 
the overall appearance of many beauti­
fol homes, it doesn't last as long as al­
most any other material which could 
have been used. 

The insensitiveness with which this 
matel'ial is applied throughout the Stock­
ade is an outrage which should prompt 
eYeryone to demand that rigid restric­
tions be placed on its use. If we can le­
g-all.v justify rerrulating hov. property 
owners may alter the exterior of build­
ings, ,,·e should be able to adopt and en­
force similai· restrictions which would 
apply to the remainder of the lot. Re­
placing brick, stone, slate 01· concrete 
with asphalt paYing is as inconsistent 
with the character of our neighbo1·hood 
as coYering brick buildings with roofing 
pape1·. 

A dilemma is faced by those who want 
to do something about their dangerous 
\Yallnn1ys ,Yhich are cracked or crumbl­
ing. Very large stone slabs are difficult 
to find and expensive to use. Winter is 
rough on concrete - if the salt doesn't 
get you, the frost will. EYen if you haYe 

a good concrete \Yalk you're still liable 
to haYe trucks crnsh and crack it. No 
doubt the blacktop-blanket approach is 
conYenient, less expensiYe and easier to 
maintain than combinations of brick, 
ti·ees, plantings and side,ralks. It obvi­
ously is a, "damned if you do; damned 
if you don't," situation. 

It might be helpful if concerned prop­
erty 0\.vners had someone to whom they 
could turn for suggestions and assistance 
when they recognize the problem and 
desire to act. 

The Stockade Association has subsi­
dized community improvement by spend­
ing several hundred dollars in a tree 
planting program. Perhaps we should 
consider helping people who want to fix 
up their sidewalks and improve that va­
cant space between the sidewalk and the 
curb. 

When considering the problems pre­
sented by some of our very poor side­
walks, let's try to temper judgment 
about how to really improve property 
with some consideration for all ramifica­
tions of the decision. Bad situations can 
be turned into assets or they can be com­
pounded by resorting to short-sighted so­
lutions. You get ,vhat you pay for. 

The Stockade Board would welcome 
constrnctive suggestions as to how we 
collectively can cope with this problem. 

-Ted Kurtz 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Historical Society 

Oct. 15-Oct. 31-Indian Exhibit 
Nov. I-Railroad Exhibit 

Civic Playhouse 
Oct. 16-"Who Am I This Time?" and 

"Epicac" by Kurt Vonnegut 

Riverside School 
Oct. 20-Film Program 
Nov. 17-Film Program 
Every Tuesday, 7 P.M. - Volleyball 

league 

Stockade Association 
Oct. 15-7 :00 Octoberfest 
Nov. 22-7 :30 Monthly Meeting-Riv­

erside School 

First Presbyterian Church 
Oct. 14 - 10 :00 to 3 :00 - Women's 

Day 
Oct. 13 to 17-Missionary Conference 

First Reformed Church 
Oct. 17-18 - Fall Spiritual Life Pro­

gram 
Oct. 24-Book Fair 
Nov. 5-Dutch Kermis 

St. G£orge's Church 
Oct. 17 - Mr. Robert A. Robinson, 

guest speaker 
Oct. 24 - Rev. J. V. Langmead Cas­

serly, guest speaker 
Nov. 14-Rev. Ian W. A. Shevill, guest 

speaker 

STOCKADE ASSOCIATION 

MEETING MINUTES 
The meeting was brought to order at~~ 

8 PM by President Ted Kurtz. ~}. 

Minutes 
The minutes of the previous general 

meeting were accepted as published in 
the Spy, on the motion of Mrs. Brown, 
seconded by Mrs. Shanklin. 

Treasurer's Report 
The treasurer's repo1t of $372.85 in 

the checking account and $961.71 in the 
savings account was accepted on the mo­
tion of Miss Naylon, seconded by Mrs. 
Shanklin. The stated figures do not in­
clude profits from the Walkabout but do 
include the money spent for the new 
porch at the Historical Society. 

Old Busihess 

Parks 
H. Van Voast reported that the Parks 

Committee had met at Ernie Cohen's 
home and organized work details that 
spent two Saturdays cleaning and clear­
ing the Riverside Park. A formal letter 
has been sent to the Superintendent of 
Parks containing seven requests which 
have not been acted upon. The request 
for new park benches was promised but 
no action has been taken. It was sug-
gested that the Association do something 
official to have the cleanup organized on 
a yearly basis. 

Association Gift of $500. 
H. Van Voast donated a great deal of 

labor to give the Historical society its 
new porch financed by a $500. gift by 
the Stockade Association to the Society. 
He extended the gratitude of the His­
torical Society to the Association. 

Walkabout 
The Walkabout was reported a HUGE 

success by G. Naylon. She thanked all 
those persons responsible for the success 
including the homeowners who opened 
their houses and Wayne Harvey for his 
work on publicizing the Walkabout. The 
Historical Society's Women's Auxiliary 
served tea and prepared the exhibits and 
Society activities. Mrs. Brown thanked 
them for their work. 

New Business 
Association Board 
There were two changes to the Stock­

ade Association Board. D. Griset was re­
placed as vice president by H. Binzer at 
a special meeting. Bob George has re­
placed T. O'Neill who has moved to Sco­
tia. John Elsbree will edit the Spy and 
promises monthly editions. 

The new principal of Riverside School 
was introduced by W. Tarraut. Mr. Don­
ald Young has had seven years advisor's 
experience and looks forward to a con­
tinued fine rapport between the com­
m unity and the Riverside School. Mr. 
Young reported that the sidewalk at the 
School will be fixed by the Board of 
Education. 

(Continued on Page 4) 



Don Weeks, formerly of 13 Washing­
ton Ave., has been named promotion di­
rector of W ABY radio station. He will 
have his own show mornings from 6 to 
10 A.M. Don, his wife Sue, and their 4 
children now live on Sanders Ave. in 
Scotia. 

Joan Lapp of 29 Front St. has a new 
job at Wl\:IHT Ch. 17. She is hostess of 
a new show "Dateline" seen Monday 
through Thursday at 7 :30 P.M. Joan in­
terviews a variety of individuals in the 
capitol district and produces segments 
shown including the currently running 
series entitled "Working Women" which 
will run now thru the second Monday in 
November. Be sure to watch. 

Mr. W. V. B. Van Dyck, 21 Washing­
ton A venue, our oldest Stockader, cele­
brated his 97th birthday in September. 
We all hope he had the best birthday 
ever. 

Annette Buttino, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Joseph Buttino, 153 Front Street, 
and William Casey of Northville were 
married on Sat., Sept. 18th at Holy Cross 
Church. After a honeymoon in Puerto 
Rico, they will make their home at 1326 
Ninth A venue. 

Marianne and Merrill Brown of 8 
Front St., had as recent guests their son 
Allan and his wife. The younger Browns 
have returned from a trip to Nueren­
berg, Germany where they visited rela­
tives. They are now en route to their 
new home in Milwaukee where Allan 
will be practicing law. 

Joseph and Mary Mlodzianowski of 23 
North Street welcomed a new addition 
to their family on Sept. 10th-daughter 
Jennifer Lynn who weighed a healthy 
6 lbs. 13 ozs. Congratulations to the 
proud parents. 

Peter, Nancy, and Emily Polachek 
have come home to the Stockade after 
traveling abroad for a year. They drove 
across Europe from Portugal to Turkey 
with a good part of the year spent in 
Spain and in Greece. 

Pat and Bill Davidsen of 13 Ingersoll 
Ave. have a new daughter, Leonore, who 
was born last April 8th. She weighed 8 
lbs. and 13 ozs. 

Maria and John Todd also have a new 
daughter named Najat Suzanne. Najat 
was born on April 9th and weighed 6 
lbs. 13 ozs. The Todds all live at 38 Col­
lege Street. 

~bon 
CLEANERS 

OPENDAIL'i 
i.30TO 6 

SJm.JRDAY 
8T01 

:21 STATE ST. 

Clarissa, Tom and .Natasha Gibson of 
1 Union St. made quite an extensive tour 
through Quebec City this summer. 

Mr. and Mrs. John E. Denton of 
Jamesburg, New Jersey were recent 
house guests of the Lane family at 148 
Front St. 

Karen Brown, formerly of 132 Green 
St. has moved to Rugby Road. 

NEW NEIGHBORS 
Ray Leon at 158 Front St. 
Jay and Wendy Shupe at 101 Front 

St. Jay is the new director of admissions 
at Union College. 

Gloria Hotaling at 150 Front St. 
Gloria is an avid tennis player and bi­
cyclist. 

Donna and Bill Price at 25 No. Ferry 
St. 

Peggi and David Ulrich at 150 Front 
St. Formerly of the floods of Van Ant­
werp Village and before that Silver 
Springs, Maryland. David is in the audio 
visual dept. of the advertising and sales 
production dept. of G.E. Peggi is in pub­
lic relations at St. Peters Hospital. Both 
have extensive beckgrounds in radio and 
television work. They are both active in 
the Civic Playhouse and Schenectady 
Light Opera Company. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Cassidy have 
moved into the Glen House Apartments 
on Washington A venue. Mr. Cassidy is 
the media specialist at the Schenectady 
County Community College. Among the 
Cassidy's many interests are the Stock­
ade and the Schenectady County His­
torical Society. 

Joseph Baird, who is with Schenec­
tady GE moved into 2.43 Union Street in 
June. Unfortunately, he will be leaving 
there soon to find other quarters in the 
Schenectady area. He would like all 
Stockader1', to know that he really en­
joyed living in the neighborhood. 

INSURANCE 
APPRAISALS 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

JOSEPH F. LaBELLE 
REALTOR 

393-2144 

277 STATE STREET SCHENECTADY. NEW YORK 

((QSTEREO 
~ SOUND 

370-2102 

HI-Fl COMPONENT SALES 
& SERVICE 

169 JAY STREET 
SCHENECTADY, N.Y. 12305 

ra rraebari< for ;a.rrncre; 

u~lEIIElm 

'f31ockhouse 
'Beef h 1'rew 

SANDWICHES 

CLAMS 

SNACKS 
A PLACE 

TO MEET 

1.02 State ::,ueet 

(corner of State and Church) 

MR. CHARLES 
KNITWEAR ETCETERA, INC. 

16 So. Church Street 
Schenectady, New York 12305 

372-8041 

Mill End Shop .. 
at •~ 162 Jay St. DI 6-9614 ',., 

Custom-made draperies and 
slipcovers our specia I ity. 

FINE FOOD 
104·!08 STATE ST. at CHURCH 

fhone 346-912.7 
OPE~ SU=.N~O~AY~S~_..L.L. _ __,,_'--"-

It's Your Neighborhood 

(AG;Av) 
- for -

• Water Softener Salt • Agway Fuel 011 
• Winter Supplies Tires - Anti-Freeze 

Jacobsen, Sunbeam Snowthrowers 

NEIL O. SHELDON, INC. 
202 FRONT 374-4422 



MEETING MINUTES 

17 Washington Ave. 
Ted Kurtz reported the windows at 17 

Washington Ave. have been boarded up 
but little else has been done. 

Octoberfest 
H. Binzer reported that plans for the 

October 15 Octoberfest are moving 
along. Activities will take place on the 
tennis ,courts with beer, pretzels and ci­
der to go along with dancing to a Polish 
band. Lights, tables and a bandstand 
will be set up. Assistance is needed for 
increased publicity. This is a good oppor­
tunity for co~munity fun before the win­
ter sets in. Mr. Nikolski will be the band 
director on October 15. 

Discussion Groups 
The meeting broke up into small dis­

cussion groups and each group addressed 
itself to the following questions as well 
as to any original questions that de­
veloped. 

1) Are the original purposes of the 
board still valid? 

2) What kind of activities should the 
Association be involved in? 

3) What are the most burning issues? 
4) What should be dropped from the 

Association concern? 

Summarized below are the responses 
of the several groups: 

1) The original purposes of the board 
are still valid. The Stockade Association 
should attempt expansion to the other 
side of the railroad tracks rather than 
towards Scotia. 

2) The Association should address it­
self to ensurng the tidy, safe, quiet resi­
dential area remains so by applying 
pressure to enforce city ordinances 
against speeding on roads, failing to re­
move snow, littering. In those cases 
where there is no ordinance the Associa­
tion should off er some new ones. 

3) No. 17 Washington Ave. seems to 
be the most burning issue thus far this 
year. Perhaps a 'letter-to-the-editor' of 
the Gazette campaign might bring 
enough pressure to bear on the city of­
ficers to enforce the ordinances against 
the type of decay and disregard exhibit­
ed in this instance. 

Rerouting traffic to makf:, the streets 
safer is still a very real issue. New ways 
of discussing reasoning with the traffic 
commissioner must be developed before 
real action will be seen. 

SCHENECTADY'S FIRST BANK 
Serving the Stockade Area 

Since 1807 

Efforts to end all types of pollution in 
the area should be a major topic for the 
coming year. 

4) No group could suggest any Asso­
ciation program that should be dropped. 

The meeting adjourned at 10 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara Sauer for 
Vi Putnam who was ill 

What is the solution 
To this terrible pollution? 
Where is the water, 
Where is the air, 
All pure and clean? 
Does anyone care? 
What happened to the quiet? 
What happened to our land ? 
It used to be so beautiful, 
It used to be so grand. 
What can we do? 
Where do we start? 
Do you love your country 
With all your heart? 
Then plant a flower 
Or plant a tree. 
Don't throw garbage 
In the sea. 

--= 

By Sean A. Lane 
8 years o.Jd 
Riverside School 

DIAMONDS 
FINE JEWELRY 

SILVER-WATCHES 

Tradition 
Since 1888 

215 STATE STREET, 

Veronica W. Lynch 
REAL EST A TE 5 ~U.T)i CHURCH ST 

PldONE EX. 3-3609 

VAN 
DYCK 

--------"_ 

-------Mnlcel l■teml■--
.,._., a ktllrtlcy Nltlifa 

COTON'S 
PIANO STORE 

HOME OF UNIQUE 
AND DISTINCTIVE 

QUALITY NEW & USED PIANOS 

150 pianos from which to choose consisting 
of baby, square, and concert grands 

RECONDITIONED UPRIGHTS, SPINETS 
CONSOLES' ANO REBUILT PLAYERS 

Stop and Browse! 
451 Peek St.. off Maxon Rd., near Big N on 
Nott Street. For information call 377-501'3 

-n~ 
THESTO~ 

AROUND 
TI-1E CO~ER. 

I~ Stocbdo Tradltlon W F:e wines and Spirits From 

Phil En g/ebardt 's 
~ 511 Union Street PR2-4788 

~ SHAFFER -GRIMM 
building supply co 

LUMBER and MASONS SUPPLIES 

S15 G~EEN ST. FR7·2239 

YOUR. K\'TCHEN DESIGN CENTER. 

Arthu.T"S 
..Marl<et 

AT THE 
tNDIAN 

80...rn . 

ta 

-, i>·n,· 

1ui££. 

v~fa 
Insurance 


