
CELEBRATION '73, 

THE WALKABOUT 

September 29, 1973 - The 14th An
nual "Walkabout," 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. A 
special year! It's in the air, it's in the 
smell of linseed oil from all the newly 
painted Stockade houses. It's a year to 
celebrate, to celebrate the long-awaited 
national recognition of the National 
Register of Historic Places listing. What 
better way than to proudly squire a 
group of friends on a walkabout of your 
very own living 18th and 19th century 
n€ighborhood? As a special extra, stop 
at the Indian at 1 p.m. for the com
memoration pro,gram. See members of 
the New York State Division of Historic 
Preservation representing the United 
States Department of the Interior make 
a presentation to the Stockade Associa
tion. You're challenged! You want to 
help? Your opportunity is in the short
age of newsprint. Much publicity must 
needs be done by word of mouth. Speak 
out, my friends, speak out. 

The committee for '73 : Mrs. Robert 
A. George, chairman; Miss Gertrude D. 
N aylon, coordinating assistant; Mrs. G. 
Bryan Shanklin, houses; Theodore E. 
Kurtz, traffic chairman; Robert A. 
George, treasurer and ticket chairman; 
John L. Elsbree, consultant and bro
chure chairman ; Mrs. Burton Lamont, 
hostess chairman for the homes; Mrs. 
Gerden F. Johnson, hostess chairman for 
the Historical Society; Mrs. Elizabeth 
Quinn, walking hostesses; and Wayne 
H. Harvey, publicity chairman. 

The tickets for '73 ($3.) : Get them 
early. The lines form at: 

Schenectady County Historical Soci
ety, 32 Washington Avenue 

The First Reformed Church, Union 
and Church Streets 

St. George's Episcopal Church, 30 
North Ferry Street. 

Published by The Stockade Association 

The Tour for '73 : 
Schenectady County Historical Soci

ety Museum - 32 Washington Avenue: 
3 floors of displays; extensive craft 
show; 20 minutes of John Papp's Sche
nectady slides; tea served from 2 :30 
p.m. to 5 p.m. 

First Reformed Church - Union and 
Church Streets; mother church oof Sche
nectady; beautiful, historic; established 
in 1680. 

First Presbyterian Church - 125 Un
ion Street; classical style of the Greek 
Revival period; cornerstone laid in 1809. 

St. George's Episcopal Church - 30 
North Ferry Street: colonial atmos
phere; an example of Samuel Fuller's 
genius; distinguished churchyard. 

146 Front Street - John L. Elsbree: 
modern apartment with 19th century 
appearance and woodwork. 

13 Front Street - Father Darwin Kir
by: John Marselis House; elegant an
tiques in a perfect setting. 

29½ Front Street-Dr. & Mrs. Roger 
Kambour: first time shown; sculptural 
form of interior space, softened by num
erous house plants. 

17 North Street-Mrs. Jessica Squires: 
furnished completely with antiques, 
many old family pieces. 

232 Green Street--M. F. Wade: first 
time shown; surprise. 

113 Union Street-Mr. & Mrs. George 
D. Braden: George T. Hanford ; first 
time shown; unique moldings; staircase; 
fountain; marble tub. 

"The near at hand is common place," 
The sages did decree 
They searched the world and found 

instead 
'Tis fairest of the fair. 

WAYNE H. HAIIVEY 

September 1973 

AMERICAN CHAIRS 

MARY ANTOINE DE J uuo 
Chairs, while being the most prolific 

forms of furniture in a home, are also 
the best representation of a way o.f !if e, 
social structure, and customs. Develop
ing from a mere joint stool, chairs can 
reveal much about the habits, fashion
able tastes, and manners of the various 
periods in which they were created:. 

Colonists coming to America in the 
seventeenth century brought little furni
ture with them. It was more necessary 
to provide themselves with food, shelter, 
and the barest of necessities, so their 
furniture was crude. There were few 
chairs and they were reserved for the 
head of the house or guests. The few 
chairs which they owned followed the 
styles of Jacobean England and were of 
wood, simple and large with bold geo
metric ornament. The wainscot was the 
most impressive chair of the Jacobean 
style. 

The belief that beauty and comfort 
were of as much importance as practi
cality took root with Charles II and Wil
liam and Mary. In the past part of the 
seventeenth and early eighteenth cen
turies, furniture began to develop color, 
pattern, and texture. The chairs of the 
William and Mary period were carved in 
high relief ornament, using the Spanish 
foot and Flemish scroll. In America this 
style was aped and chairs became more 
prevalent. 

Princess Anne came to the English 
throne in 1702, and during her reign, the 
curve triumphed in furniture. The back 
splat and stiles curved to join in a yoke
shaped top rail. The most conspicuous 
element was the cabriole leg, ending 
with a pad foot, found on most furni
ture. In the 1720's the Queen Anne style 
took hold in America. 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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THE PRESIDENT 
A most sad and terrifying incident oc

curred this Summer in our beloved com
munity - the murder of one of our long 
time residents, Mrs. Michael Slovak. The 
entire Stockade Neighborhood expresses 
the deepest sympathies to the Slovak 
family over this tragic occurrence. We 
were all deeply shocked, grieved, out
raged and puzzled about how to cope 
with such an unbelievable fact. What 
does it mean? what does it indicate? 
There is of course no denying that this 
dreadful thing happened in our neigh
borhood but has it happened to our 
neighborhood? Most certainly not and 
this is what must be given calm reason
ing consideration. Our neighborhood has 
not become the spawning ground for 
such violence. We are proud and h.appy 
of our fine record of civilized behavior 
here and have propagated a high qual
ity of life spiritually as well as physical
ly. Perhaps because of the Stockade's 
quiet nature and because of Schenecta
dy's fine police force, we have fared bet
ter than most communities. It is there
fore not prudent for us to panic into a 
violent reaction. If we look for our share 
of the responsibility we must look for it 
as members of 20th Century American 
civilization, not as "S'tockaders." We can 
not hope to make our neighborhood safe 
from such crime if we cannot make 
America safe. 

It is with a grieved heart but with full 
knowledge of the rightful purposes of 
life that the Association will move even 
closer to its goal of achieving the ideal 
community life. The Association assures 
full cooperation and unceasing efforts to 
bring the guilty person to justice. 

James D. J. Schmitt 

ASSOCIATION 

During the summer months, the Stock
ade Association Board held three meet
ings. At the first meeting, board mem
bers were assigned certain projects. Will 
Taggart will deal with all the financial 
aspects of the Association. Riverside 
Park and tree planting will be chaired 
by John Barber and Lavinia Shanklin 
will chair membership. Karen Lamont 
will concentrate on history such as the 
Schenectady Heritage Foundation. 

Jane Ricard will handle the Associa
tion's expanding archives. Under Louis 
N avias, zoning revision and policing will 
continue and Mr. N avias will also do re
search on capital improvements. Bill 
Davidsen and Sally Bishop will study the 
environment and Betsey Graves will 
work on publicity and advertisement. 
Anyone who is interested in working on 
any of these projects, please contact the 
appropriate board member. 

The second meeting consisted of prog
ress reports by board members. The 
third - and perhaps most important 
meeting - occurred on Monday, August 
27. The Board, plus members of the As
sociation's zoning committee, met with 
John Matthews and David Clark, county 
planners. The city of Schenectady has 
contracted with the county for planning. 
Mr. Matthews and Mr. Clark discussed 
with the Board and the zoning commit
tee .the parts of the city plan relating to 
the Stockade Historic District. The Board 
passed several resolutions suggesting 
changes in the ordnance as written in 
the planners' draft. The planners agreed 
to meet with the Association's zoning 
committee before the first putlic hear
ings are held in September. 

HEAR YE 

Hear ye, hear ye, I thank ye all who 
have helped with the first edition of my 
SPY term. Will all those others certain
ly having talent and time - and mainly 
just interest, please render up their writ
ten work, sketches in black and white of 
small Spy size, and old fashioned recipes 
using no new-fangled electric or other
wise wasteful gadgets, ( except modern 
stove?) to Sally Bishop, Editor, 18 
Washington Avenue, the Stockade, N. Y. 
The only new-fangled gadget we do ask 
you to waste energy on is the typewrit
er, with which articles must first be writ
ten before they can appear here. All 
writing is much appreciated. Would all 
you gardeners ( organic and otherwise) 
please come forward and write some
thing with those green flngers of yours? 
It is a well-known fact that there is a 
healthy prolification of both indoor and 
outdoor varieties of gardeners in our 
Stockade, and with food prices high, 
Home-Grown is all the more a joy. Hear 
ye, hear ye; ye may look forward to 
something on the Art Show, September 
8th, in the next issue of the SPY, as well 
as some information regarding elections 
in our Ward. Do YOU know who your 
local, most direct representatives in the 
City are? But back to my editorial du
ties: Here ye, be it known herewith that 
we are happy to have Betty Lane writ
ing and culling Tidings from our good 
neighborhood. Call Mrs. Lane at 372-
50.06 for everything from Riverside to 
the other side. S.A.S.B. 

HE·AR YE 

TIDINGS 
by BETTY LANE 

Bill and Barrie Cohen, who moved to 
Virginia Beach in August, were enter
tained by Joan Lapp at a going away 
party in July. 

Alice and David Fatato recently re
turned from a motorcycle trip to Con
necticut. 

The Todd family of 38 College St. has 
been doing quite a bit of traveling this 
summer. In June, John went to Switzer
land and Lebanon. In July, Maria and 
daughter Najat went to Germany to visit 
Maria's parents while daughter Janet 
went to Ocean City, N. J. to visit John's 
parents while John went to Massachu
settes. 

The Lane family of 148 Front Street 
made a trip to Baltimore, Md. and the 
Chesapeake Bay area to visit relatives 
and eat soft shell crabs. 

The teachers of Riverside School were 
entertained by the parents of the River
side School Association at a luncheon at 
Ricitello's in June. 

Bill Hirschen, formerly of Washing
ton A venue, has moved into his new 
apartment at l 18 Front Strset. 

Mrs. Alice Corbett, formerly of Gov
ernor's Lane, has moved to a new apart
ment on Eagle St. We sure do miss her. 

• • • 
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New Neighbors 
Kathy and Tom Selfridge have moved 

into 157 Front Street along with their 
three children. 

Judith and Phil DiSorbo and their 
two sons recently moved into 153 Front 
Street. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Draper, newly
weds, have moved into 150 Front Street. 

Vyvian d'Estienne and Leona Bob 
have bought and are renovating 41 and 
43 Front Street. 

Dale Beardsley and daughter are liv
ing on North Street for the summer. 

Gussie and Lloyd Blanchard and 
Their Knit and Weave Shop have moved 
to their new location on College Street. 

Eli Taub has moved into the Cohens 
house on Ferry Street. 

Ann and Bill Be Vier, their four boys, 
their dog, and their boat spent a week 
on the shore in Rhode Island in July. 

Phil and Judy DiSorbo and their two 
sons, Teddy and P-aul, spent a week in 
June camping at Cape Hattaras. 

Debbie Colangelo, Sean and Brin Lane 
went to Camp Tippecanoe again this 
summer. 

Sally and Jenifer George are home 
from college for the summer. Sally is 
working at Sunnyview and Jenifer is 
working at Carls. 

Barrie, Greg and Lindsey Cohen spent 
a week in Burlington, Vermont visiting 
Barrie's family there. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Barber, formerly 
of North Street have moved into the 
Lando house on Front Street. 

It's good to see Pat Susswein of 150 
Front St. home from the hospital and re
cuperating nicely at the pool. 

Did you know that the Whitmyer 
Broom Factory is still making brooms? 

Betsy Kranik, of College Street, is re
cuperating from her broken leg. Sure 
hope you're feeling better now, Betsy. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sylvester Calarco of 
College Street announce the marriage of 
their daughter Garolyn to Mr. Bill 
Young. The wedding took place on June 
15 at St. John the Baptist. Mr. and Mrs. 
Young will be living on Ninth Street in 
Schenectady after a wedding trip to 
California. 

Late - Edition Additions 
The Stockade was like Hollywood this 

summer: many citizens report seeing 
various movie companies on .the scene. 
Datsun filmed an ad at the Indian in 
August, Macy's filmed for two days, and 
Atlantic Cement was interviewing some 
of our citizens involved in what Ameri
can Cement terms "American Boot
strap" Operations: Ernie Cohen, Vir
ginia Kambour, and Lavinia and Van 
Shanklin, to boot! 

Several Stockade families hosted some 
young ladies from Scotland; from July 
29th to August 11th, Marie Adams vis
ited Ann Ricard and Jill Summres Smith 
visited Burt and Karen Lamont. 

AT THE 
/NDIAN 
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WE MAINTAIN A COMPLEn RICORD 

OF ALL PRESCRIPTIONS THAT YOU 

PURCHASE FROM US, ALONG WITH 

ANY DRUG ALLERGIES YOU MAY HAVE. 

FROM YOUR RECORD CARD WE CAN 

SUPPLY YOU WITH TAX INFORMATION 

AND INFORMATION TO YOUR DOCTOR 

CONCERNING YOUR MEDICATION. 

NEIGHBORLY COMPLIMENTS 

New Board Needs Cooperation from All 
These officers and directors were 

elected at the May Annual Meeting to 
serve you in the 1973-74 year. 

Please direct all Stockade Neighbor
hood business, problems, complaints or 
compliments to one of your following 
neighbors: 

President: James D. Schmitt, 17 N. 
Fen·y St. ; Vice President: John Barber, 
24 North St. ; Recording Secretary : 
Karen Lamont, 33 N. Ferry St.; Corre
sponding Secretary: T. Gregory Sauer, 
146 Front St., Treasurer: William Tag
gart, 108 N. Ferry St.; Board Members: 
Dr. Louis Navias, 37 Front St.; William 
Davidsen, Jr., 13 Ingersoll Ave.; Jane 
Ricard, 9 Front St.; Lavinia Shanklin, 
109 Union St.; Betsy Graves, 22 N. 
Church St.; Catherine Kindl, 14 N. 
ChurG-h St. 

Please take special notice of addresses 
above. Representation of all areas of our 
neighborhood and of both younger and 
older citizens are valued; don't hesitate 
to communicate! Remember, neighbor
hood, most conflicts have positive out
comes, when handled with diplomacy 
and democracy. The above neighbors 
will no doubt donate much of their valu
able time. 

We always need volunteers for our 
special projects. So do yourself a favor: 
become involved. It's a neighborhood 
you can't refuse. 

- FOR RENT -

LUXURY APARTMENTS 
STOCKADE 

Off-street parking available 

374-5206 

-tAfHIWP 
Moh::: Ave. DRUG Vl~::d. 
346-7748 346-5302 

FREE PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY 
fa- rite STOCKADf Dally 



( Continued from Page 1) 

In the quarter of the century before 
the American Revolution, America de
pended on England more heavily for 
cultural models. Thomas Chippendale's 
ideas for furniture were then in vogue. 
The simplcity of Queen Anne gave way 
to richness. The S-curve was dominant 
and everything curved more. Chair 
splats were pierced and the cabriole leg 
ended with a ball-and-claw foot. The 
straight Marlborough leg was also popu
lar with the Chippendale cabinetmakers. 

The nineteenth century was a period 
of revivalism, which began with the 
American Federal period. People looked 
back to ancient cultures and found 
ideals which they tried to copy. Follow
ing the lines of classical antiquity, the 
curves of Queen Anne and Chippendale 
gave way to refinement and grace. 
There were two schools of design in the 
Federal period. The chairs of the Hepple
white style had straight tapering legs, 
ending with spade feet, and heart- or 
shield - shaped backs. Sheraton chairs 
were styled with .square backs and 
turned reeded legs. Both schools used 
inlay on their furniture. 

Not all Americans cold afford the fine 
period pieces designed by a cabinetmak
er. Local craftsmen, therefore, made 
simplier pieces, adapting a style to their 
needs and ability. The Windsor was the 
most popular of the country chairs. 
There were seven varieties, most of 
which were painted. Windsors continued 
to be popular in the nineteenth century, 
though they became simplier. The later 
Windsors had rabbit ears and rod- or ar
row-shaped spindles. 

The second phase of the American 
Classical movement was motivated by 
French influence. Napoleon's Empire 
was adapting Roman and Egyptian mo
tifs, which were adopted in America. 
Empire chairs were round and solid, of
ten gilded for decoration on the saber 
legs and horizontal splat. In the last 
phase, the gilding was replaced by flat 
veneered surf aces and forms assuined a 
geometric design of scrolls. 

Turning again to earlier times, the 
Gothic and Elizabethan Revivals began 
about the same time. The Gothic move
ment was essentially architectural, and 
the few pieces of furniture followed 
these lines. Backs of chairs were shaped 
like arches and decorated with crockets 
and trefoils. The Elizabethan style, 
while elusive, had certain characteris
tics. Chair legs, stiles, and supports had 
spiral twist, spool and bobbin, and knot 
turnings. 

This was soon superseded by "mod
ern French designs." The Rococo was 
the height of Victorian styles. Furniture 
had great curving outlines, with S and C 
scrolls. Fruits, flowers, and vines, carved 
into the wood, transformed the pieces. 
The cabriole leg was again popular, 
with the shape of the chairs curving to 
conform to the body. 

After the Civil War the Roeoco was 
joined by a new classical style inspired 
by the art of the Italian Renaissance. 

Renaissance Revival furniture forms were 
architectural. Chairs were rectangular 
with heavy moldings. Broken pediments 
on the top of chair ·backs were sur
mounted by crests and medallions. Often 
the furniture was. decorated incised lines 
and gilding, and the legs were turned in 
a trumpet shape. 

A protest against the previous styles 
was put forth by Charles Eastlake. He 
championed a new type of furniture 
harking back to the Jacobean. His ideals 
were taken and interpreted. The result
ing furniture was rectilinear, and con
structed with panels of inlay and incised 
lines for decoration. Turned spindles 
were an intrical part of Eastlake pieces. 

After this period were definite styles 
of furniture existed. With the coming of 
the twentieth century, furniture was all 
machine-made, and designs came and 
went rapidly. Art Noveau, Mission, Bent. 
wood, and Golden Oak styles lasted only 
a short time. 

SEPT. STOCKADE MEETING 
TO VOTE ON DUES INCREASE 

An Invitation 
First Stockade Association Member

ship Meeting of 73/74 scheduled for 
Monday, September 24, 1973 at the 
Schenectady County Historical Society. 

The newly adopted Constitution of 
the Stockade Association of Schenec
tady, N. Y. Incorporated identifies an
nual dues to be levied by the Board of 
Directors and accepted by a majority 
vote of those attending any regular 
meeting. The September regular mem
bership meeting will be asked to vote 
approval of the Board's action taken at 
the June 2.6, 1973 Board meeting. The 
dues requested and approved by the 
Board for the 73/74 year shall be $5.00 
per family unit. A family unit is defined 
as a couple or as one individu~ 
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