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The Show Goes On

Thirty some years ago, in a vacant taylor shop
in the building that is now occupied by Arthur’s
Market, a dozen Schenectady businessmen and
professionals got together to paint. They half-
jokingly called themselves the Riverside Art
and Fox Hunting Club. The Group met a couple
of times a month and was comprised of two
building contractors, a plumber, a G.E. artist
(who served as their instructor), a machinist,
an ad-man, an architect, a bookseller and a
lawyer. From this mixed lot came a creative
product that some group members felt
warranted a public showing.

So it was, the first Stockade Art Show was
held during the summer of 1951. The show was
held around the Indian and was open to all area
artists over the age of 16. The public was
allowed to attend.

Today, the show has grown into a unique
event which draws artists and spectators from
miles around.

Most regional art shows are juried, meaning

before a piece is hung it must be reviewed for
i

R . . ] . . acceptance. The Stockade Art Show is different
are is that neglected by time. For better or for worse, our lives and environment are in constant

. : in that all framed or tted, original pieces
change. Naturally the Stockade Art Show is no exception. Z)nf fi:e Bt cr?eateed by r:ratists overgtr;e apgle of

1977 | 16 that live within a 100 mile radius of the
Stockade are accepted, and then judged for
ribbon prizes during the show.

The show’s enormous popularity in recent
years has made the judging process difficult.
For this reason, the judging procedure for this
year’s show has been changed. The only pieces
judged will be those submitted to a judging
circle, which not surprisingly will be around
the Indian. This year’s show will be held
Saturday, September 11th, from 11 A.M. to
5 P.M. A rain date has been set for Sunday
September 12th.

Art Show Committee

Co-Chairmen ......... Ellie & Allen Strack
Consultant .......... Mary Van der Bogert
Invitations ........... Barbara Weinheimer
Promotion .................. Jim Gilliand
Hospitality ............... Sheilah Rourke
Security ......coiiiiiiiiiinn. Frank Marro
RACKS  sivm s v msmusssnimssnsms Jim Lane
Registration ............ Connie Colangelo
Reception :..csiaicvsvisnscsons Pat Binzer
Judging Circle ........ George Weinheimer
Judges .... Gino Lantini, Vyvian d’Estienne,

Paul Dombrowski
—
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The first general meeting of the Stockade
Association was held on September 7. The
Association plans to address the following
issues during the upcoming year:

—Traffic management

—A designated bike path through the
Stockade

—Flood preparedness for flood plain
residents

—Association membership

—Stockade tree planting

—Dog litter

—Up-dates about the new Riverside Park
swimming pool

—Activities zoning and landscaping of
Riverside Park

New Officers

Mary Van der Bogert ............ President
Eileen Jullian ......... Recording Secretary
Jean Zeggar ...... Corresponding Secretary

New Board Members

Rachael Armstrong
Jim Lane
Mary Pedowne
Marty Weinstein

Looking
for
Green

The Schenectady Department of Parks and
Recreation is looking for donations of trees
and shrubs to be used for the improvement of
the Stockade’s Riverside Park. The Parks and
Recreation Department along with the City
Planning Department and the Riverside
Improvement Committee are trying to make
Riverside Park a more integral part of the
community.

If you have plant material that is in good
condition and are willing to donate a portion
of it to this cause, call Bob Frederick, super-
intendent of Parks and Recreation, at 382-5152.
If you are unable to transport or remove the
plant material the Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment may be able to help you with this matter.

The donated plants will be used during the

spring of 1983 to replace scrubby volunteer
growth around Riverside Park.

23rd Walkabout

The Stockade “Walkabout” will happen for
the 23rd time Saturday, September 25 from
10:00 am to 4:00 pm.

Hundreds of people are anticipated to take the
“Walkabout” tour. It will take them through
the Stockade and into several of its churches
and homes.

The Stockade Association, together with the
Schenectady County Historical Society, sponsor
the event and receive the proceeds from ticket
sales. A five dollar “Walkabout” fee will
include tours of the following buildings:

1. 32 Washington Avenue: Schenectady
County Historical Society. This Georgian-styled
building was built around 1900. It contains
exhibits that reveal fascinating information
about the Stockade and its early residents. A
room full of toys from the past, as well as a
film about the Stockade can also be seen. Tea
will be served from 2:30 to 5:00 pm.

2. 1 Cucumber Alley. This was once a
spacious garage for a Washington Avenue
property. Now, after being renovated by Stock-
ade architect, Werner Feibes, it is a comfortable
riverfront residence.

3. 3 Washington Avenue: Jacob Vrooman
House. Built in the early 19th century as a
‘center hall colonial’ (a traditional floor layout
with a large hallway bisecting two parlors or
living areas), the house has undergone numerous
changes over the years. A Victorian facade
was removed from the house in the early 1900’s
revealing its original Federal design. Its two
large living areas have been modified into two
separate homes.

4. 14 North Church Street: Hendrick
Brower House. This home was built in the late
1600’s by the Dutch. Its gable-roof design was
transformed 100 years later to its present
Georgian-style.

5. 27 North Ferry Street: John Peek House.
This home is one of the Stockade’s oldest.
It was restored in the 1930’s by architect
Gile Y. Van der Bogert, a pioneer in the
preservation of the Stockade. The home has
large hand-hewn beams, broad and thick floor
planks and steep narrow stairs.

6. 30 North Ferry Street: Saint George’s
Church. The church’s construction began in
1759 under the guidance of master builder
Samuel Fuller. The church has been enlarged
three times; once in 1793, again in 1838 and
finally in 1859. It is interesting to note the
proximity of the church walls and the parking
lot black top to the gravestones in the church
cemetery. The present stone steeple replaced
a wooden one in 1873. The most recent
restoration, in 1953, removed Victorian details
and resulted in a full restoration to the original
Georgian-style.

7. 215 Union Street: First Presbyterian
Church. Built in the Greek Revival-style, the
church incorporates a classic Palladian window,
leaded opalescent side windows and slender cast
iron columns that support a gracefully curved
balcony. The church was established in 1760.
Its graveyard contains the tombstones of many
persons prominent in Schenectady’s history.
NOTE: The church will be closed from 12 to
2:00 pm for a wedding.

(Continued on page 3)
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the difference is. . .

... the difference is exciting gifts

... the difference is distinctive stationery and cards
... the difference is your kind of clothes

the difference is

corner of liberty & s. ferry sts. 382-7600
visa master charge

ARTHUR’S
MARKET

AT THE

INDIAN FREE DELIVERY

372-4141

We direct our advertising to “‘old-house-people’’, and we feel
that our presence has a salutory effect by fostering'awareness
of the special nature of historic property. We provide an
alternative to the traditional real estate market for those
concerned about the future of Schenectady's historic districts.

Owners listing with us voluntarily agree to donate one percent

of the final sales price to a local preservation oriented
organization.

Although, like any brokerage, we seek to obtain the highest
sales price for our clients and profits from our commission, this
merchantile aspect is secondary to our goal. The Historic
District Realty Company, because of its ability to involve
itself in areas beyond the realm of not-for-profit organizations,
is a valuable adjunct to preservation in Schenectady.

Tee Thstoric DistRICT
Rearty Company Inc.

Multiple Listing Sewice

TIL. 346-6655

SCHENECTADY'S FIRST BANK
Serving the Stockade Area
Since 1807

Phone Bus. 393-2109 Res. 399-6410

Charles W. Merriam & Son, Inc.

Always Ready To Serve Your Insuring Needs

Charles W. Merriam, Jr.
202 State Street Schenectady, N.Y.

Ingrid’s
FEINKOST & KONDITOREI

175 Jay Street
Tel. 346-7012

Imported
Wines & Beers

For Men and Women

: ! 22 . Hair at its Best

137 South Ferry Stroet 372-1949
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8. College Street: Holy Cross Roman
Catholic Church. The design of the building
is Middle Eastern, evidenced by its dome and
Greek-cross floor plan. It was originally built
in 1891 as a synagogue and later consecrated
as a Roman Catholic church in 1921.

9. 113 Union Street: George T. Hanford
House. This is a Victorian townhouse. Inside
are deeply recessed windows with built-in
shutters, ornate plaster ceilings, as well as
elaborate woodwork and mantels.

10. Union and Church Streets: The First
Reformed Church. The church was organized
by the Dutch settlers in 1680, and this building
is the fifth to be occupied by the church on
this site. The fine stonework, round stained
glass window and the steeple, which replaced the
original one destroyed by fire in 1948, are
among its features.

Schenectady’s Red Cross Chapter located at
8 South Church Street will have an open house
and free blood pressure clinic during the
“Walkabout” this year.

Also, the YWCA at 44 Washington Avenue
will be having an ‘I Love NY’—Apple Festival
at which New York State apple pie, cheese and
cider will be served.

Get Into The Mohawk

Although to some I am sure the thought
has not occurred and to others it has likely
been dismissed as being anything from
impractical to impalatable; canoeing the Mohawk
from your Stockade residence is a challenging
form of recreation, existing slightly beyond
your doorstep.

The challenge exists more in terms of boat
storage than in the act of paddling the river,
the moods of which can be both placid and
unforgiving. This water also has the inherent
challenges of olfactory and aesthetic acceptance
added to its character, which will turn the
heads of purists forever.

However, with imaginative abilities that can
temper brown to a translucent hue of aqua and
meditative skills which might displace the urban
drone with sounds of natural origin, you could
feel (while squinting selectively) like you were
in the out-back, paddling a real “A class” river.
In reality you will be quite out-front, on a
“B class” river, and in this regard I am versed
in the Mohawk’s misgivings. I have been shelled
from the outer banks of Jumpin’ Jacks by over-
cast fishing rigs and the target of organized
spittle campaigns from atop Freeman’s Bridge;
but these are stategically avoidable, leaving
the canoeist free to the more immediate matters
of negotiating barge wakes (which roll
ponderously) and dodging the washes of pleasure
craft (which tend to roll and break). This
problem is avoidable with foresight, leaving
you free to explore the backwaters and islands
out of channel range. Here respite is disguised,
as if in the storm’s eye, only minutes from
State Street, complete with solitude, trees and
the occasional slap of ten pound carp against
the surface.

While it is not advisable to all, I have often
made headway as early as mid-February, break-
up allowing, to dodge ice flows and paddle
my ‘Tippy C-1’ to Lock 8 and thereabout in
thirty minutes or so, carefully avoiding the
dangerous water below the lockworks.

Avoiding one ton slabs of ice that glide at
speeds from one to several knots is not apt to
represent the average citizen’s recreational
interests. Although, February canoeing does
provide, as serious paddlers will attest, a
considerable jump on the paddling season.

Survival measures in this sort of environment
call for good judgment (provided you have
decided to paddle early-season), along with
perhaps a wet suit, a life preserver and strong
swimming skills. Life expectancy is short in
water of winter chill and there will almost
certainly be nobody around to rescue you, so
paddle close to shore and watch for potential
dangers.

When spring arrives, competitive paddlers
are sure to appear, followed by fishermen and
finally the recreational sailors in all forms of
craft which do merit respect from the canoer’s
point of view.

It is somewhere between the latter two groups
that I encourage you to try canoeing. Here you
are neither estranged nor overwhelmed. Timing
can be judged by casual observation from
Riverside Park, which is where you can also
“put in”. I am sure there are easier places to
enter without car-topping (which robs the
spontaneity of this whole idea) if you seach
around-

With the arrival of autumn, canoe touring
the Mohawk has obvious additional pleasures:
low intensity use and better scenery.

Agreeably, it is difficult to store a canoe in
a studio or small apartment and still leave
space for other activities. Garage space is often
advertised and is easy to secure at nominal
expense. A boat can be hung up, out of the way
of carspace, and justify a lower rental fee.

This unique form of recluse, exercise and
naturalistic enlightment (in whatever vein) is
ideal for those who are locked into highly
scheduled occupations and stress inducing
situations.

If you are tired of the bike path, the jog
around the block routine or the distance work
next to the Mohawk and decide that your mind
needs a break from the trauma of the
“Cockroach Capital of the World”, simply
switch your phone to record, don sweats, jog to
your garage, dial your combination, portage to
the nearest water, slide in and “put the ash
to ‘er”.

Ultimately, it will develop into a refined
lifestyle, so that on those days when your job
interrupts your weekend sojourn to the Schroon
or beyond, you will find yourself adrift on the
fabled river, with topographic map, binoculars,
burgundy and a blanket-bearing passenger
cozily tucked into the forepeak, spinning yarns
of the voyageurs.
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Veronica W. Lync
REAL ESTATE

S SOUTH CHURCH ST. PHONE 393-3609

JIM’S BLVD. SUNOCO

ALL REPAIRS MINOR & MAJOR
TOWING SERVICE

(518) 382-8983 %

JIM MARKLE, Owner
1305 ERIE BLVD. SCHENECTADY, N.Y. 1230S

Schenectady
Trust

Telephone: 377-3311

The Schenectady Trust Company
Schenectady, New York.

A full service bank.

Member FDIC.

Before or After the Show enjoy

SUPERB DINING IN DOWNTOWN
SCHENECTADY AT UNCLE TED'S

OXBOW INN
Vs

* openMon.-Sat. 11:30a.m.to1a.m.,Sun. 4 p.m.to i0p.m.

* both our lunch and dinner menus are available from
5:00 pm. to 1 a.m. on Mon.-Sat. and all day Sunday.

* on Frida_v and Saturdayv night, enjoy a relaxing, intimate
dinner in the rustic atmosphere of our beautiful new
2nd floor dining room.

* beautiful new private banquet and meeting facilities, lunch

or dinner, any group from 15 to 75, unique menus with wide
selection.

Ted Barnes’

8xbow Inn

“"At the Bottom of State Street. . At the top for Fine Dining!"*
10 STATE STREET, DOWNTOWN SCHENECTADY
PHONE 372-5252

——————

“Jewelers to the Stockade
for 62 years”
Diamonds - Watches - China - Silver - Gifts

374-8219

315 State St. Schenectady




Changing Neighborhoods

People talk all the time about things they
really want to do—lose weight, change jobs,
take a cruise— things that will somehow make
their lives better and closer to the way they
always thought it would be.

Arnie DeMarco, 30, is doing more than
talking, because on September 11 he will leave
his Stockade residence and job as a social
worker to begin classes at the Neighborhood
Playhouse, a theater school in New York City.

“No matter what the chances are for success,
one should attempt to be fulfilled in one’s
career”, Arnie said.

The Neighborhood Playhouse accepts just 40
men and 40 women each year into its first year
program. The school has helped launch the
careers of such well-known personalities as,
Gregory Peck, Robert Duvall, Tony Randall,
Joanne Woodward and Diane Keaton. Arnie’s
acceptance may be an indication that his
decision to pursue acting is based on more
than an attempt at self-fulfillment.

His acting experience began two years ago
with a small part in Wake Up Darlin! Since
then, Arnie has performed in the following
local productions: The Real Inspector Hound,
American Buffalo, Fiddler On The Roof and
Bleacher Bums.

Arnie said he understands that his training
at the theater school will not guarantee his
success in acting, but it will provide a “strong
foundation” to work from.

“I’'m interested in both film and theater. Each
has something different to offer. Film offers
subtleties. Everything is very real; it has to be
because the camera is right on you. Theater
is larger than life, but it is exciting because
of the audience.”

Arnie is starting from scratch in a field that
destroys more individuals than it serves. No
big bucks, no inside contacts—just some
unpracticed skill and a conviction as to what
he wants to do most and that’s no act.

Solve Carroll’s Conundrum

Lewis Carroll sent the following puzzle to
his friend Enid Stevens. The lawn puzzle is
centuries 6ld.

About Face

Stockade residents had the opportunity to
watch the progress of an unusual facelift this
summer. The ‘patient’ was the home of Joe and
Dottie Libbon at 33 Front Street. Performing
the ‘operation’ was Wayne Harper, a local
contractor.

While planning to have their home repainted
this year, the Libbons were presented with the
alternative of removing the paint instead. They
hired Harper, who specializes in this procedure,
to do the work. In six weeks 125 years of paint
were gone revealing a beautiful brick facade.

Having a virtually maintenance free surface
was the deciding factor for the Libbons. Even a
good paint job can only be expected to last
for five to seven years. So, while stripping
costs more than painting, it never has to be
done again.

Chemical removal was the method preferred
by the Libbons and Harper. Sandblasting, the
alternative, does structural damage to the brick.
It pits the surface of the bricks and opens more
pores which let in excessive moisture. In cold
weather, this moisture can freeze causing the
brick to crack. The solvent used on the Libbons’
home removes the paint without causing these
problems.

After the paint was removed, Harper used a
cleaner to brighten the surface. Next the old
mortar was raked out and replaced. Here the
Libbons chose a red mortar rather than white.
Red mortar conceals flaws in the bricks such
as chipped corners. Coating the surface with a
sealer to prevent moisture from seeping in and
to keep the bricks brighter longer was the
final step.

Golden River

One night not so long ago I made my way to the river
The evening sun was on a slow descent

Leaving the sky aflame in a crimson symphony
And the river a rippled sheet of polished bronze.

Untold time before have I walked to the river

And watched the skies reflect their colors

On the waters below at early morn

Or again at high noon with the sun then at its nadir
When oft would a passing breeze

Ruffle the river with a gentle kiss

And turn it into a ribbon of sparkling silver.

But tonight I stood upon the river’s banks

Whilst the western skies became ablaze

As if there were a prinordial burst of a thousand suns
Then did the river run its course

Like unto a golden flood!
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Puzzle appeared in The New York Times Magazine
December 20, 1981.
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INSURANCE (518) 370-1720

FINE FOOD

104 - 108 STATE ST. st CHURCH
Phone 382-9127
OPEN SUNDAYS

THE COLONIAL PETAL

Distinctive Floral Designs

Do it yourselfers:
Visit our Xmas corner

Just in:  DRIED HERBS

518-377-6648
131 Canal Square

Schenectady, N.Y. 12305 Diane Cavoli

Village
Woodcrafts

129 Canal Square
Schenectady

Gifts
Kitchen Accessories

y

Dollhouses
Lighting
Decorating
Accessories
Rugs, Wallpapet
Building
Components

Woodenware

The coziest place in the Stockade.

SAINT

Serving from:
12 noon to
1:00 AM

1 Mill Lane, Schenectady 382-9784

Breads

Cakes

Open Monday
thru

Saturday

Croissants
Pastries

All Items Baked
Daily on
Premises

la Patisserie I
downtown
bakery ¢ cafe
Lunches Served '

Daily

Open after Proctor’s Performances
450 State Street 346-1940




