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As always we are happy to receive your comments, news,
literary works, etc. Without them the Spy is dead! Just a few
reminders, along with my thanks.

All contributions must be received by April 20th, for
publication in the May issue. Please be sure they are typed,
double-spaced, and the writer’s name, address, and phone
number included. Names may be withheld upon request. You
may leave materials at 43 Washington Avenue, clearly marked
for the Spy editor, or at staff member Wendy Espina’s home,
37 Front Street. Thank you for your cooperation. In case of
undue hardship in getting information typed, we will consider
clearly written letters (not articles). Any original material will
be returned upon request; otherwise no responsibility for them
is taken by the Spy staff. We look forward to hearing from
you.
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Letter from the Editor

Dear Readers,

This issue is a difficult one. There are questions about the
proposed medical waste incinerator that demand to be
answered, mainly those addressing the secrecy surrounding the
proposal. However, this is dealt with elsewhere in the Spy, and
my comments are going to be limited to a request for responses
from all of you -- to me, to the daily papers, to our elected
officials, and to those who initiated this proposal. Whether
you are for or against the project, your voices need to be
heard. It is an emotional issue that could be based on less than
impartial information, but unless we get both sides, how can
we judge?

As always, I stand ready to publish materials that meet our
criteria (above). The deadline for the May (and last until
September) issue is April 20. I look forward to your responses.

The Editor
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Mary Hill House

It is always tragic when the Stockade loses one of its historic
homes. This February the Mary Hill House on Washington
Ave. was destroyed by fire. The tragedy is not only the loss of
the structure but the loss of a needed facility for the YWCA.
The Mary Hill House was an essential part of a service offered
by the YWCA. The program that was affected by this loss is
‘“‘Services to Families in Violence.”” This needed service aids
families, women and children, who seek help to escape from
violent living situations. To keep this essential program viable
the YWCA needs our help. Donations of a wide spectrum are
needed. Household items of every sort from tooth brushes to
furniture must be replaced. Clothing and supplies for children
from infant supplies to toys and art supplies are also needed.

When families seek this service they often do not have time
to pack belongings. This is often an emergency situation.

Without the Mary Hill House the 17 clients have been scat-
tered to various locations throughout the city. This makes for
an even more difficult situation.

The YWCA hopes to have a permanent location in about
two years. Until that time a structure that can accommodate 18
clients, women and children, is needed.

This program deserves our generous support. If you can
help in any aspect, please do. If you wish to make a contribu-
tion, please contact the YWCA on Washington Ave.

Critical Stockade Association
Meeting

MEDICAL WASTE

UPDATE

Schenectady County Historical Society
Wednesday, April 4 at 7:30 P.M.
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city planning and development consulrants

242 Union Street, Schenectady, New York 12305
518-372-4739

Schenectady Colonial Project Ltd.===

Reports on meetings 2/21 and 3/15/90

2/21/90 Chair Kindl distributed a new agenda, the result of a
special meeting he had with Susan Bokan, President of the
Stockade Association, William O’Hare, and George Marshall.
The agenda listed items of concern voiced by Bokan, not of
any specific person or group, but representing the larger
Stockade community. Three main areas addressed were: 1)
Committee responsibility and accountability to the public; 2)
Quality Control; 3) Audiotapes. Several procedures were put
in place, including the formation of a Finance Committee.
3/15/90 Chair Kindl convened the meeting; minutes were
reviewed and approved. Status reports followed, and reflected
some of the changes agreed to on 2/21/90. Finance Committee
meeting, 3/5/90 (date change due to blizzard). Members
agreed that no payments would be made without authorization
from the Finance Committee, excepting a petty cash fund for
$100. Also that no more than 50% of the amounts collected
would go to the Director.

Kindl noted the heavy competition for funds, and others iden-
tified the lack of active solicitation. Staffa agreed, and discus-
sion about how this should be done followed. Kindl reiterated
the need for serious workers to visit people and companies,
make phone calls, and compile mailing lists.

IRS status is ‘“‘in line to be processed,’’ according to a letter
received regarding exempt status, but no action is anticipated
for 100 days.

Peer review, another item from the previous meeting, is head-
ed by Ron Lagasse. He presented a process to determine quali-
ty of research, and identified two potential reviewers.

Production: In recognition of a visit by the Dutch consul
general on 3/30/90, Staffa plans to install a pilot marker set in
concrete, at the Indian, by that date. Weinheimer would prefer
encapsulating a photo, rather than the original art work, in the
plastic, and costs were briefly discussed, along with the need
for city and finance committee approval. The next meeting is
on April 12 at 7:30 p.m.

Master Plan for NYS Canal Greenways

Your letters in support of these canal-related bills are need-
ed. They are now before the respective Tourism Committees of
both the Senate and Assembly for action. Assembly bill #9187
and Senate bill #6780 will enable the State to collect tolls from
boat traffic; provide long term leases of canal lands to selected
commercial enterprises that would encourage recreation and
tourism; and, calls for all revenues to go into a dedicated fund
for canal purposes only.

Schenectady’s representatives are Senator Hugh Farley and
Assemblymen James Tedisco and Paul Tonko. All may be ad-
dressed c/o Legislative Office Building, Albany, N.Y. 12247.
For further information, call Mary van der Bogert 372-0280.
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313 State Street, Schenectady 12305
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346-7275

Phil A. Rodriguez ’
Stephen T. Rodriguez : \
Attorneys At Law
38 North Ferry Street
Schenectady, N.Y. 12305
“AT THE INDIAN"’

Condominium

Fantastic Stockade location with abundant off-street
parking. Country Club amenities. Come in for a visit.
Prices from $59,900-$109,900.
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Medical Waste

At a special meeting on March 13, 1990, sponsored by local
community groups, we heard two opinions about the medical
waste incinerator proposed for this city. This facility would be
located in the old Alco building on Nott Street. In favor of the
project were Thomas Ritter, Natural Resources, Hartford,
CT; Stanley Duncan, Iroquois Health Care Consortium, Nor-
theastern Hospital Association, NY; Jack Brady, President,
Anderson Inc., 2000 Peachtree, GA; and Vincent Helvig, TRC
Consultants. Opposing the concept of safety espoused by the
proponents was Dr. Paul Connett, Professor of Chemistry at
St. Lawrence University, invited to give balance to this vital
question. .

This is old stuff you say, we read about it, saw it on TV and
heard it on the radio. Indeed, much has been said, but if we do
not continue to keep this in our consciousness, you can be sure
it will be too late to do anything about it. You can also be sure
the people who want it here will be working feverishly to get all
the pieces in place, to the point where there is NOTHING that
can stop them.

What was Dr. Connett really saying? From my interpreta-
tion, it was that real medical waste may indeed need to be in-
cinerated, but that real medical waste is a small percentage of
what is actually ‘‘red-bagged’’ and would be trucked (or
barged?) to a regional facility such as is proposed for Schenec-
tady. The problem lies in the inexcusable use of quantities of
plastic items. The message to private citizens is, ‘‘recycle.”’
What about medical facilities? Should they assume some
responsibility? In the last few weeks there have been dozens of
editorials, letters from concerned citizens all over the nation,
and local efforts to combat the problem of waste by RECYCL-
ING. Niskayuna begins this month to mandate recycling of
waste picked up by the town. Rotterdam points to the reduced
use of landfill since beginning recycling. But what of
Schenectady? Apart from telling us we should separate our
newspapers, our city looks to accepting the medical waste
from seventeen (17) counties (to begin with), and burning it in
the heart of downtown. The solution is not, nor was it sug-
gested by Dr. Connett, to move an incinerator somewhere else,
even though a less populated area sounds more reasonable. It

is to reduce the amount of waste generated, and burn only real -

medical waste, which will not cause toxicity in the air. That
can only be done when medical facilities cooperate. Ask
anyone who may work in the medical field: just what is red-
bagged? The answer I have heard is: just about everything.
That is why the argument that only body parts, bandages, and
syringes are red-bag items is a spurious argument. If it were
true, we would not have heard that 40 tons of waste would be
transported to our once fair city from 30 - 40 facilities in seven-
teen counties. If using plastics is a bottom line consideration
we need to be aware of why that is so, and before city officials
tell us what to do with our private waste, let them tell us how
they propose to help us with the far larger question.

Besides the four businessmen who presented a glowing pic-
ture of safety, who else would be pushing for this, you might
ask. Clearly, the 20 persons who decided to negotiate selling
this property to Natural Resources, who have been discussing
it with them for many months, and who have already made a
commitment to this project in terms of a contract. It is hard to
believe that our leadership knew naught of all this, when the
very membership of this private corporation is headed by those
who have the city’s blessing to represent Schenectady, and who
vigorously assert their interest in and love for our community.
Yet, did they ask for a feasibility study? Did they consult the
community? Were all our city leaders really excluded from all
knowledge of such a proposal? If so, were they doing what
they were elected to do? Were they asleep?

In contrast, note what one small group of truly concerned
citizens, given impetus by Susan Bokan who really knows what
leadership is about, were able to discover in less than two
weeks -- much of what had happened during the months of
secret negotiating. What follows is a quick review of what was
done by a few concerned citizens. Think what more could be
done with cooperation from all concerned citizens.

Activities by Citizens’ Groups to Date

*  February 15, 1990. Representatives from Campus Park,
East Front Street, and the Stockade Association were in-
vited to hear a presentation by Natural Resources about
the medical waste incinerator to be built at the Alco site.

*  Research begun immediately to determine the safety and
advisability of this proposal.

*  Possible speakers to present an opposing view contacted
and credentials reviewed.

*  Flyers distributed to 800 residents.
*  An informational meeting scheduled for March 13, 1990.

*  March 10, 1990. First newspaper report of the proposed
project. George Robertson quoted as saying he was
‘...sorry you heard about it. You can’t understand this
issue by reading a story in the newspaper. You need to ap-
proach it with an open mind.”’

*  March 13, 1990. Special meeting with presentations by
Natural Resources and Dr. Connett. First time the pro-
posal was presented in a public forum, attended by
Schenectady residents and groups from all over the tri-city
area.

*  March 16, 1990. Meeting to discuss local reaction and
strategies. Unanimous agreement to call on the city to
declare a moratorium on further action. This would allow
time for information to be gathered and disseminated to
the public. Petition drawn up.

*  March 17, 1990. Petition circulated to immediate
neighborhood. Within an hour over 200 signatures ob-
tained, and Channel 10 interviewed a small group of
workers.

*  March 18, 1990. Workers continue to collect signatures.

R.M.F.

MAKE CHANGES.

Interior Design Consultations
SI18/377/0323

% HUNAN WOK 10% Off
Szechuan & Hunan §§|' \Valid Until April 15th
Cuisine
1617 Union Street
Schenectady, N.Y. 12309

TEL: (518) 382-0212
382-0213

Wording of the Petition

WE’RE FOR SCHENECTADY’S FUTURE

I live or work in the [City/County] of Schenectady. I am
very concerned about the MEDICAL WASTE IN-
CINERATOR proposed to be built in the heart of downtown
Schenectady. I am shocked that there appears to be no local
ordinances to regulate or control the siting of a facility that
will collect and burn 40 tons of infectious medical waste per
day from at least a 17 county area, and will produce a toxic ash
to be disposed, and will pollute the air we breathe. I join in the
demand for a MORATORIUM on the building of any waste
treatment incinerator in the City or County of Schenectady for
a period of one year to allow time for the people of
Schenectady to study and propose legislation to regulate such
activity.

Name
Address
LET US HEAR FROM YOU. WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT
WE’RE FOR SCHENECTADY’S FUTURE
P.O. Box 1661, Schenectady, New York 12301

Today is March 19, the date we go to press, so this is as far
as we can take you now. Please respond.

UPPER UNION TRAVEL, INC.

1708 UNION STREET
(Opposite Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream)
EILEEN JULIAN C.T.C.
Maureen Gallagher Philip Laura
346-7474
Hours: Mon.-Fri. --9 AM to 4 PM and by Appointment

Quality accomodations
for visiting

executives and
out-of-town guests

The Widow Kendall House Bed & Breakfast

Restored tavern, circa 1790, handsomely furnished with antiques.
Each morning a four course breakfast overlooking the gardens.
Host - attorney and innkeeper, Richard W. Brown, Esq.

370-5511 (Guests receive calls on 370-5972.)
’
312-4141 ARTHUR’S MARKET 372-3304
NOW OPEN 8 A.M. - 9 P.M. M-F, Sat. 8-6, Sun 8-2
SANDWICHES
REUBEN 3.50 CAPICOLA 2.25 EGG SALAD 1.95
NOAST BEEF 2.95 SALAMI 2.25 SEAFO0D 2.95
HAM 2.50 LIVERWURST 1.75  AMERICAN CHEESE 1.50
MEATBALL 2.50 TUNA SALAD 2.50 SWISS CHEESE 1.95
PASTRAMI 2.50 CHICKEN SALAD 2.50 BLT 2.50
CORNED BEEF 2.50 BOLOGNA 1.50  TUNA MELTS 1.75
TURKEY 2.50  MINI CHICKEN 1.75 EGGPLANT PARMESAN  2.25
EXTRAS
Cheese .30 Lettuce .15 Tomato .20 Onion .15

SPECIALTY SUBS 3.50
The Stockade-our own Roast Beef, sliced Turkey, Lettuce, Tomato, Onion and Mayonnaise

The American Way-Baked Virginia Ham, Swiss Cheese, Lettuce, Tomato, Onion and
Mustard, Mayonnaise or both.

The Continental-Genoa Salami, Sliced Pepperoni, Provalone Cheese, Mustard, Lettuce and

Mayonnaise.
The United Natlons-Thinly sliced Corned Beef, Pastrami, Swiss Cheese, Lettuce, Onion and

Mustard.

SALADS

ANTI PASTA 1.79  FRUIT SALAD 1.49 GARDEN SALAD 1.35
SPINACH SALAD 1.50  POTATO SALAD .79 SEAFOOD SALAD 2.89
CHICKEN SALAD 2.09 TUNA SALAD 2.09 CARROT RAISIN .99
MACARONI .79 TUNA MACARONI 1.09 COLESLAW .79
CUCUMBER SALAD .89  TOMATO SALAD .99 CHEF SALAD 2.95

EGG SALAD CABBAGE PINEAPPLE .79 CURRY CHICKEN
e et e eSS




Going To The Dogs

The Stockade is a beautiful and historical section of
Schenectady. As residents of this historical site we are charged
with responsibilities as citizens. These may be in the form of
laws, codes, ordinances and the like, or we may take them
upon ourselves. They manifest themselves in many different
ways: Neighborhood Watch, proper lighting, regular care and
upkeep of properties, helping out with the many social events,
attending meetings, etc. We all have to accept our respon-
sibilities, homeowners and renters alike — even visitors.

Living in this area I have noticed many who do take these
responsibilities seriously. I have also noticed many who do
not, such as neighbors who let their pets roam freely, causing
distress for others.

There is a leash law in Schenectady; it would help if this law
were obeyed. It would also help to clean up after your pets. If
you don’t do that, a neighbor gets stuck doing it. Cats — don’t
even get me started. We also have our share of thieves,
abusers, drugs and prejudice.

Let us stick with the dog issue for now. If you are having
trouble with unleashed dogs call the police department non-
emergency phone number, 382-5264. The police will dispatch
one of our three animal control wardens. It is helpful if you
know who owns the dog and the address. The dog warden can
issue a verbal warning for the first call, a summons and prob-
ably a fine for the second call. In persistent cases, they might
take away the offending animal. Dogs must remain on a leash
when outside unless they are in an enclosed private area such
as a fenced-in backyard. It’s sometimes hard for owners to not
let dogs loose. We know dogs need their exercise and children
can make it difficult to keep track of family pets — you know
kids, in and out of the house all day long, but these are not ex-
cuses for dogs on the loose. If as a pet owner you cannot keep
your pets under control and your responsibilities to the com-
munity, perhaps you should reconsider ownership of pets.

Paul Spencer

e e YT @

Priced Right Done Right

_/4 aru/o[ Ieecon.afruch'on
Onterior and Exterion é@emoc{z[ing

Painting Roofing Carpentry

Masonry Plumbing
Electrical
3814542 “LOUIE" 374-3896
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Schenectady Safe & Lock Co.

Stanley Wolfe, Proprietor
1033 Erie Blvd.

(Next to Bonfare Foods/Corner Green St.)
Tel. 346-3407
SAFES e LOCKS e KEYS

Safe and lock experts for two generations

The Mai J’s’

America’s Maid Service®

202 FRONT STREET
SCHENECTADY, N.Y. 12305 (518) 374-1232

Solstice

Crocuses beneath the snow

Point, The season’s signpost show
Longer grow the days, and hot
Spring is here, but you are not.

Winter coats are cast away

Dams hold rushing streams at bay
Woodlice stir beneath the rot
March is here, but you are not.

Tonics for the sluggish blood
Rubbers ’gainst the Easter mud
One white lily in a pot

April’s here, but you are not.

Robins have a wondrous way
Of singing what I can not say
Songs of painful joy begot

May is here, but you are not.

Perfumes fill the teeming air
Loving creatures danse and pair
Trying now, and sad my lot
That I am here, and you are not.

Waste Collection Dates e

APR 2 MON
APR 9 MON
APR 16 MON
APR 23 MON
APR 30 MON

* Remember to separate your newspapers.
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SOUTHSIDE GROCERY
115 S. FERRY STREET
SCHENECTADY, NEW YORK 12305

PHONE: 518-372-8411

Sandwiches .

Store Hours:

Monday - Friday 7:30am-9:00pm Subs
Saturday 9:00am-9:00pm

Sunday 9:00am-7:00pm Video Rental

Phyllis Marmein

The Wedgeway
BARBER SHOP

N EASTER IS APRIL 15TH!

Don’t forget to order
your corsages and Easter plants early!

&
Lilies, Azaleas, Violets, and more . . . ‘ 4 Barbors 1p Serye You
Thank You
DAILY DELIVERY — 377-6648 Richard DiCristofaro, Prop.

The Colonial Petal

Downtown Schenectady in Canal Square

““‘Get acquainted with
your neighbors

at The VAN DYCK.”’

The
Magik
Herb

HETes. cymals, The VAN DYCK 237 UNION STREET 374-2406
books. jewelry and
unique gifts

138 Jay Street, Schenectady

NY 12305 518-377-2873 EMILY FARRELL

““Think of Spring
with our
Sunday Brunch’’

vy

General Contractor
“Free Estimates”

HOME.

A butilder of dreams

NORSTAR
BANK 216 State Street

L UPSTATE NY

HUGH OLIVER MOORE ENTERPRISES TIME CEN'IER

(518) 381-6990 121 North College Street ' EwE RS

SINCE 1918

428 State Street Three doors from Proctor’s
Downtown Schenectady (518) 374-0183
OPEN THURS. EVENING 'TIL 9 PM

‘Mlnl-Colorlng We're old enough to know better
for every cut,
blow-dry or
water-wave
customer. We l'e
With Colorance, your here

402 Broadway, Schenectady, NY
(518) 382-7956

hair receives the

desired shining shade

of color. The right and
long-lasting accent for your hairdo.

help'

Lawrence Insurance Group e Insurance & Underwriting
370-1720




