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Letter from the editor

.

February is a-coming in, and as I write this we
have been experiencing the mildest winter I can
remember. NI-MO, and skiers, may not be pleased, but
my check book is! However, we all know that it can’t
last (on the other hand we were muttering something like
that in November as I recall).

I was sorry to miss the last General Meeting, but
I was out of town. I understand it was very informative
and directly affecting our Stockade -- since it focussed on
the Riverside/Rotundo Park. Do read the notes elsewhere
in this issue, giving you the details. Speaking of
elsewhere, I am delighted to have received some news
from many of you, concerning local events, people, or
concerns. As I say, so often that it becomes rather
monotonous, this is your paper, your link to the rest of
the community. If you let us at the SPY know what you
think, or wish to share with others, we will be sure to see
it is published -- usually in the next issue after receiving
it by the deadline (exceptions are, of course, anonymous,
obscene, or libelous submissions).

Historical areas.have been in the news lately,
with much of it revolving around the GE Realty Plot and
Union College. Both sides have given strong arguments
in their favor, and the contest is continuing in court it
seems. If you have any opinion you would like to air
send it in!

Until next month, when we hope to have lots
more news and views from you -- our favorite people --

The editor

Call for Submissions

As always we are happy to receive your
comments, news, literary works, etc. Without them the
Spy is dead!. Just a few reminders, along with my
thanks.

All contributions must be received by Friday,
February 17, for publication in the March 1995 issue.
Please be sure they are typed, double spaced, signed with
the writer’s name, address, and phone included. You
may mail materials to Riverside Condos, 137 Front
Street, #105, clearly marked for the Spy editor, or leave
them in the SPY basket in the open foyer in back of the
building. Thank you for your cooperation. In case of
undue hardship in getting information typed, we will
consider clearly written letters (not articles). If you’ve
entered the computer age, we would appreciate finding
your submission on an MS-DOS disk in WordPerfect or
ASCII format, so we don’t have to typeset. Disks and any
original material will be returned upon request; otherwise
no responsibility for them is taken by the Spy staff.

Here to Help
with
Customized Insurance Programs

LAWRENCE Lawrence Group, Inc.
frton 108 Union Street
} Schenectady, New York 12305
GROUP

(518) 370-1720

' care about where and how we live.

Letters to the editor

Dear RMF,

Of course, environmental issues are important;
your notes in the SPY are of great interest to those who
Please continue
writing your column. Environmental conservation, like
historic preservation, are two of the most pressing
concerns we in the Stockade have. We, in the
neighborhood, have lost some of our direction in the past
few years and we need to get back on track, back to
historic preservation, our reason for being, and back to
environmental conservation, so we have a place to be in
the future.

I look forward to your next Environmental Notes
column.

Your neighbor,
Betty Lane

Waste Achievement Awards Search

The Schenectady County Legislature in
cooperation with the Schenectady County Environmental
Advisory Council (SCEAC) and Schenectady County
Planning Department’s SAVE OUR RESOURCES
TODAY (SORT) Program announces the search for
individuals, schools, organizations and businesses for the
"First Annual Schenectady County Waste
Reduction/Recycling Achievement" awards. Schenectady
County based individuals, schools, organizations and
businesses are to be honored for special efforts and
accomplishments in the area of waste minimization and/or
recycling.

Applications are due by March 1, 1995.

A resolution by the Schenectady County
Legislature and a plaque will be awarded for Schenectady
County Waste Reduction/Recycling Achievement in each
of four categories: Individual Achievement, School
Program, Commercial or Institutional Program, and
Industrial Program. The Awards will be announced by
the Schenectady County Legislature in the Spring of 1995.

Recipients of the Waste Reduction/Recycling
achievement awards will be determined by a committee of
SCEAC. The contest will be evaluated based on a variety
of criteria including: amount or percentage of waste
generation diverted from disposal, creativity of the
program, comprehensiveness of the program,
institutionalization of the program, effort, and
commitment. Non-profit and not-for-profit businesses are
welcome to apply under the "commercial/institutional’
category. Businesses of all sizes are encouraged to
participate.

If you or your organization has developed a
noteworthy waste minimization and/or recycling program,
or you know someone who has, please obtain an
application form the Schenectady County Planning
Department at One Broadway Center, Suite 800,
Schenectady 12305 or by calling (518) 386-2225.

Special Events

\ Schenectady County Historical Society

February 11, 1995 Meeting.

Steve Strichman, a Schenectady 2000 volunteer,
will speak at the February 11th meeting on the future of
The Mohawk and Hudson Rivers, and on The Hiking and
Biking Path.

Tea will be served at 1:30 PM; the program will
start at 2:00 PM at the Society at 32 Washington Avenue.

Schenectady Civic Players

Our local playhouse will offer Frank McGuinness’
Someone Who’ll Watch Over Me on March 17, 18, 19,
& 22-26. Directed by Christopher Foster. An American
doctor, Irish journalist, and English academic find humor
as a weapon in the face of terrorist capture.

The Schenectady Svmphonv Orchestra

The SSO will present a concert with an international
flavor on March 19, 1995 at 3:00 p.m. at Proctor’s
Theatre.

The concert will feature Schubert’s Symphony
No. 5, Tchaikowsky’s "Capriccio Italien," and Max
Bruch’s "Scottish Fantasy."

Michael Emery, SSO Concertmaster and

Violinist, is the featured soloist in "Scottish Fantasy."
His performance is underwritten by Tom and Nancy
Teichner.
Tickets, through Proctor’s Box Office, 346-6204, are $15
for adults and $7 for students. Family Plan students are
FREE when accompanied by an adult. The March
concert is underwritten in part by Murray and
Zuckerman, Inc.

Attention churches, civic organizations and so on. We
invite you to submit any special events that you would
like published in future issues of the SPY. Please note
the deadlines for your notice to be timely.

'The Stockade Writers’ Group

The Stockade Writers’ Group meets twice a
month at different locations in the neighborhood. Right
now we’re all poets, but we would also welcome those
working on novels, short stories, or other kinds of
creative writing. For more information or to find out the
next time and place for our meetings, call Aaron
Broadwell at 372-3110 or Malcolm Willison at 374-0244.

Omission

An omission of credit from the tree lighting
ceremony article last month:

What does it take to get the good word out about
the Stockade? It takes a hometown newspaper (Gazette)

UPPER UNION TRAVEL, INC.

with an empathetic editor (George Walsh) to assign a
reporter (Mark Hammond) and a photographer (Hans
Pinnink) to develop a local front page story that tells of
our unique Yuletide spirit. Lets keep it going throughout
the year.

Eileen M. Julian, C.T.C
Felicia Haytowitz

Opposite Ben & Jerry's
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Schenectady Safe & Lock Co.

Stanley Detection Systems, Inc.

FAX: (518) 346-7477
Telex: 4953392

TEL: (518) 346-7474
1708 Union St., Schenectady, NY 12309

1033 Erie Boulevard - 346-3407
Stanley Wolfe, President

ARTHURS

A Public Market

first in 1795

372-3304 - 372-4141
PETE POLACHEK, Owner
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Safe & lock experts for two generations

L’etoile

Hair Design
382-7956




Tidings

With the passing of Martin Luther King’s
birthday, I am reminded of the story of another famous
African American, Bessie Smith (1894-1937). Ms. Smith,
for those of you who are unfamiliar, was a famous jazz
singer in the 1920’s, also known to many as the "Empress
of the Blues." In September of 1937, Bessie, while
traveling with her white business manager near
Clarksdale, Mississippi, was seriously injured in an auto
accident. The physician who arrived on the scene directed
that her manager, who was suffering from concussion,
should be sent to the nearby hospital but that the singer
should go to a "blacks only" hospital many miles away.
She bled to death before she got there.

Stockade resident and friend, Jeffery Knight of
Union Street passed away in December after a long
illness. Jeffery was an actor who once toured with Rock
Hudson, Claire Trevor and Leif Erickson in "John
Brown’s Body" on a national tour. He also played "Matt"
in "The Fantastiks" off Broadway. Many of you will

remember Jeffery from the Schenectady Civic Players

where he was an active member of their acting troupe. He
will be sorely missed by friends and acquaintances.

A lifelong Ingersoll Avenue resident, Walter
(Willie) Wisniewski also passed away in December after
a long illness. The brother of Helen Witt (another
Stockade resident), "Willie" was of the 3rd generation of
4 generations dating back to 1898. Condolences to Helen
and the rest of his family, friends and neighbors.

On a more upbeat note, congratulations and a big
pat on the back go to Cris Harter of Front Street. Cris
was recently honored in the new book, "Heroes After
Hours: Extraordinary Acts of Employee Volunteerism,"

by author David C. Forward, in which a chapter of the
book is devoted to her. Cris is among 17 workers the
author chose to profile for their "extraordinary
volunteerism."” Ms. Harter, a General Electric Company
executive, finds the time to volunteer from 12 to 20 hours
a week on several community projects. Among these
projects is the Corporate Mentoring Program in
Schenectady Schools (COMPASS) that she began in 1990.
The program involves working with students one-on-one
and in small groups to improve their skills in primarily
science and math. She has also been active in the
restoring process of the Mabee farmhouse which is
believed to be the oldest structure in the Mohawk Valley
and was featured in a past Spy.

There’s a long list of new residents to welcome
to our neighborhood so here goes:
A hearty welcome to Susan Koller and Monica Finch of

_ Front Street. Michael Della Selva of 20 North Church

Street. Former Van Dyck employee, Denise Meadows of
Green Street. Last but by no means least is Rita Panetta
of New York City. (Rita is the mother of Barbara
Panetta-Sauer and lives in the same building Barbara and
Greg lived in for many years on Front Street.) Welcome
one and all! If you know of anyone you would like to

. include (or would like to include yourself) to this list,

please don’t hesitate to drop off any information into the
mail slot at 124 North College Street or at the back
entrance of 137 Front Street (Riverside Condominiums).
Once again, make sure all submissions are clearly marked
for The Stockade Spy. (By the way, thanks to all who
submitted information this month!)

Until next month, Happy Valentine’s Day ...

General Membership Meeting

Stockade Association: January 12, 1995

Vice President Joe Bernat called the meeting to order in
Paul’s absence. Business reports followed: Minutes read
and approved from the November Meeting.

Treasurer reported money market account has a balance
of $18,329.15; the checking account, a balance of
$1,285.11 for a total of $19,614.

Mike Bartlett is working on a membership drive, planned
for February.

Joe Bernat noted that: 1. a letter in support of the G.E.
Realty Plot has been sent, and is available for view.

2. Roger Hull is suing the City re: the zoning issue.

3. Block representative organizing is underway.

4. Police department has established a walking beat.
Three police officers are assigned to the Stockade. Joe
urged members to interact with them.

5) Chief Moffett is willing to address the Stockade
Association.

Program Topic: Rotundo (Riverside) Park:

Moderator, Jack Zegger, reported lots of park related
activity within the following groups: Eastern Gateway
Regional Plan, Schenectady 2000, its subcommittee on the
park and boathouse, and the Mayor’s Riverfront
Committee. Jack suggested that the aim of the meeting is:
to begin developing a Stockade Association plan reflecting
Resident views and generate a position paper for
presentation to relevant committees.

Report: Pat Marshall, the only Stockade resident on the
Mayor’s Riverfront Committee, noted that membership is
countywide, appointed by the mayor, not part of
Schenectady 2000, and includes both unpaid members and
City development personnel. Pat, appointed in the summer
of 1994, sees her role as liaison between the committee
and the Stockade Association, and invites input. The
committee’s purpose is to revitalize the riverfront. It has
met once and did the Gateway Landing project, in the
Binnekill, opposite Cucumber Alley. From an original
plan to build removable docks, the project grew to include
a permanent platform. The aim is to bring business to
downtown restaurants.

George Marshall, member of the Urban Cultural Park
Advisory Council, reported that at the last meeting, it was
learned that Karen Engleke is leaving UCP for a new job

with the State. All present were concerned re: where is
Schenectady 2000 going, who is coordinating?
The Committee resolved to send a letter to George

! Robertson—asking—who—is—coordinating -all- projects—of —|-
" Schenectady 2000, and where the grant money is going.

The Committee should have some answers by April.

Mike Bartlett presented the results of the Stockade
Association Board’s 1994 survey on what people wanted
of the park (as listed in the May 1994 issue of the SPY),
As a reminder, the first three priorities were

1) Change the name back to Riverside Park.

2) Periodic cleanup--we did one in June, 94 and it was a
success. The Parks Department sent trucks to clean up the
resultant litter.

3) Resurface the tennis courts.

Others that have received attention are the improvement
in police patrols and the furnishing for a volleyball court.
Other survey comments revolved mainly around dogs and
their leavings.

Discussion followed and a Resolution was made, seconded
and passed with one dissention (quorum present):

1) The park’s official name revert to its original and
common use name, Riverside Park.

2) Flood control be limited to cleanup of river
impediments, not to riverside embankments.

3) Park utilization be encouraged for those activities that
would not make additional parking and traffic demands on
this fragile historic area.

4) Safety be enhanced by regular police foot patrols and
maintaining current lighting to maximize security in the
park.

5) Landscape planting and maintenance be improved.

6) Automotive parking be limited to current allotment.

New Business:

Joe has begun preparing for the 1995 Stockade
Walkabout. Residents who wish to volunteer
houses/apartments or other help, please call Joe.

Jack Zegger is chairing a search committee for new board
members. Any one having suggestions, please call Jack.
Coming: Plans for neighborhood picnic.

From Ellen Desmond’s notes

Mike’s Our Man
(Officer Mike White)

The Stockade has a new friend. He has a beeper
so you can leave a message anytime. He will listen to
your problem and help you resolve it.

This unique person is Officer Mike White of the
Schenectady Police Department and he is our assigned
foot patrol man. If there is an immediate emergency call
police headquarters 374-7744. But if you don’t know what
to do, are in doubt of or just suspect a situation then
Mike’s your man. Talk with him about it and let him
decide.

Are you annoyed by a car always parked on the
sidewalk, or a loose dog? Suspect a corner drug dealing?
Call Mike. His beeper phone is 341-1185. He especially
wants to know about any car break-ins and will process
information to the appropriate department, and/or check
it out himself. Leave your phone number and name and
he will get back to you -- maybe not immediately -- but
he will return your call.

Time spent on patrol is dependent upon
department schedules and Mike wants to spend some of
that time getting to know the residents. When you see him
walking the beat, introduce yourself. I did. He’s a nice

guy.

DB
Best Wishes To All ‘\\\W///,
Our Neighbors In YWCA
The StOCkade 44 Washinglon Avenue
374-339%4

BROWN SCHOOL

— 100 YEARS OF QuUALITY EDUCATION —

e Nursery to Grade 5
e Full Day Kindergarten

® Independent ® Non-Sectarian
__* Small Classes

e Teachers Who Lov; to fe;ch

X

e SCHENECTADY -
1184 RUGBY ROAD 400 ELEANOR STREET

346-6139 370-0366

Express Tax

Income Tax Preparation Service

Ask about our special services
for small businesses

One Low Price

Federal and State Returns
Professional Service
Appointments Available

Schenectady 3 46-3 673

96 Jay Street -- Corner of Jay and Liberty
Across from City Hall and
the Post Office

$

Additional acccounting
charges may apply to some
returns

May not be combined with
any other offer

Expires 4-15-95




Environmental Notes

Last month I asked you if you would like to see
this column discontinued. Well, I am happy to report that
the answer was, no. So those who were not in favor will
have to put up with it whenever there is insufficient copy
to pre-empt this spot. However, the deal is that those of
us who believe in a rational and thoughtful approach to
preserving this planet, are willing to share it with all
others, so, as a result, the efforts of environmentalists are
not a total loss for anyone!

I can’t think of the environment right mow
without remembering just how magnificent our country is,
where it has not been spoiled by humankind. Returning
from an area of snow-capped mountains, open spaces,
miles of rocky escarpments, mesas, and an ancient lava
bed stretching for miles has renewed my belief in the awe
and might of nature. The might has also been manifested
in several terrible disasters, world-wide, and both the
beauty and the destruction make me realize how puny we
are. Yet we continue to encroach where we would be
safer to stay away, to deplete the balance of nature, and
to defile the spaces around us with our unquenched thirst
for consumer goods wrapped in unnecessary packaging.
Of course we must have a place to live, food to eat, and
clothing to wear; our spiritual needs may be met in many
ways, including places of worship -- but some commercial
buildings seem to have taken on an air of worship for so
many of us, for it is there that the congregations flock --
only for a sale rather than renewal of spirit.

Did you read about the dolphin who attacked
swimmers in Brazil? Before passing judgement on
dolphins, you should know that he was a gentle and
playful animal until tormented by swimmers who tied
objects to his tail and tried to force feed him. He then
turned on his tormentors (Gazette. 12/18/94). Not a
pretty story, but it also happens in many zoos and animal
parks. Bears are often teased, in the Adirondacks as well

as other places, and the uproar when they attack is
thunderous. Even our domestic animals are not safe from
the ignorance of sick minds, or worse, from children who
have not been taught better.

I met a young man recently who had just
graduated from a well known college with a degree in
Environmental Science. He was an excellent student and
committed to working for a better world, all in a
thoughtful and economically sound way. Far from being
a radical show off, he served his time in the U.S. Navy,
was active in community activities, and knowledgeable
about hi-tech procedures that serve us well; he was
equally concerned about wasteful water consumption in
arid areas and the destruction/depletion of natural
resources. He hoped to put his practical and theoretical
skills to assisting us all, without any flamboyant excess of
action. Now he wonders if he will even be allowed to
practice his field, because of the "downsizing" we are
promised in our country. I have to wonder about a
dedicated and intelligent young man like that -- will he, if
denied his right to pursue his goal, become disillusioned
and join the ranks of "useless young people" we all hear
about? Do we need so called downsizing? An
unequivocal yes would be my answer to that. The big
question is: who gets downsized? Iam waiting to see the
answer to that in our promised bright new future. I've
seen the past, under several administrations, and am not
impressed.

The perspective’s a little different this month.
Put it down to visual and emotional experiences. In my
absence from the area I have been without my usual
sources, and have little in my "Environmental -- SPY"
file. Bear with me, and share any thoughts, negative or
positive, with me on these matters of so much concern.
Thanks for reading!

RMF

Schenectady, Take a Bow

Having chosen Schenectady for my home and had
the perspective of living and working both in an affluent
New York City suburb and a poor urban city, 1 find
Schenectady to be filled with unique and wonderful assets
not found elsewhere.

First, and most importantly are the people of
Schenectady. 1 have found them to be hard working,
friendly, "real" people. Our ethnic diversity is a real
asset to all. Our community is reflective of the changing
demographics of American society and gives us
advantages over less diverse communities in our planning
for the future.

Architectural treasures abound throughout the
city! City Hall, Proctors, The Stockade, GE Realty Plot,
Union Triangle. Every neighborhood has beautiful homes
reflecting quality rarely found in modern subdivisions.

Schenectady has a long, exciting and important
history. Living and working in Schenectady has given me
a sense of "connectedness" to this legacy. Reminders of
this proud heritage surround us daily, and are powerful
indicators of how Schenectady can grow in the future.

Schenectady’s schools also reflect a powerful
heritage of commitment to equitable public education.
Our public schools have undergone major redistricting
over the past three years. Our teachers, administrators,
parents and students have worked admirably to make our
new schools work successfully.

A tribute to these efforts was the merger of two
diverse rival high schools. By the end of its second year,
the new Schenectady High School boasted a 71 % increase
in Regents exam class enrollment, a reduction of 5.1% in
the dropout rate and an increase in verbal and math SAT

THOMAS KILLEEN

YOUR PAINTING AND
RESTORATION SPECIALIST
KILLEEN PAINTING & REMODELING
109 N. COLLEGE ST. 374-9514

scores by 20 and 23 points! Several innovative learning
projects are being piloted. Students no longer refer to
themselves as Mont Pleasant or Linton students. They are
Schenectady students, now recognizing that students from
all over the city share many more similarities than they
are separated by differences. The city can be proud of
how well students have adjusted to these traumatic
changes and are beginning to thrive.

Schenectady has so many more assets---G.E.,
Union College, SCCC, The Chamber of Commerce,
numerous community service groups, many churches and
synagogues, Central Park, Riverside Park, the Mohawk
River, and convenient transportation. The list could go
on endlessly.

Schenectady is not without problems.
Schenectady’s downtown will never be "what it was". No
downtown in America is. The vision of a successful city
must take a different form. I believe, however, the
foundation of this city’s strengths and beauty are powerful
enough to propel it toward a prosperous future. I
encourage everyone to support Schenectady 2000, our
community and our schools in any way they can.

Why sit around and lament the loss of past
prosperity when we can take action to make Schenectady
better now and for the future?! We have so much to

work with. We have so much to be proud of.
' Eileen L. Camasso

127 Jay Street
Schenectady, NY 12305

%’u_l/nm and Ell Fenvices CHA vadlabte

(518) 393-1410
(800) 446-1410

February Waste Collection Dates

February 3
February 10
February 17
February 27
March 6

Friday
Friday
Friday
Monday
Monday

Update on Battery Recycling

The county is scaling back its battery recycling
program because most household batteries no longer
contain mercury which means they can be thrown away
without harming the environment.

The county started the battery recycling program in
1991 to rid the waste stream of the hazardous element; 95
percent of the batteries collected were alkaline batteries.

Mercury has not been added to alkaline batteries since
1992. As a result, there are fewer batteries to recycle.

The county has phased out the collection of batteries at
Price Chopper supermarkets, county library branches and
town recycling centers.

Collection of batteries, however, will continue at
the county recycling center at the county farm on
Hetcheltown Road in Glenville for at least the next six
months. They will accept the following batteries:

*  Alkaline batteries residents believe
manufactured before 1992.

*  Nickel-cadmium batteries,
rechargeable batteries.

*  Silver-oxide batteries, which are typically found
in hearing aids or watches.

Francesca's Ristorante
Your Neighborhood Eating
and Meeting Place

were

which are most

Featuring:

14 Pasta's made over 20 ways
* Veal, Chicken, Steak,

Seafood Dinners
* Sandwiches and Appetizers

Available for Light Fare
108 Jay Street
Across from City Hall

(518) 372-4333

Quality accommodations
for visiting

executives and
out-of-town guests

The Widow Kendall House Bed & Breakfast

Restored tavern, circa 1790, handsomely furnished with antiques.
Each morning a four course breakfast overlooking the gardens.
Host — attorney and innkeeper, Richard H. Brown, Esq.
370-5511 (Guests receive calls on 370-5972.)

142 Jay Street

518.347.2334




