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Stockade Calendar 

Stockade Association 
General Meeting 

Thursday, January 22 
7:00 PM Social 

7:30 Program/Business 
Historical Society 

32 WashingtonAve. 
Speaker: 

Delores Hutton 
from SUN 

(Schenectady United 
Neighborhoods) 

Octave of Prayer: 
A Week of Prayer Services 

Jan. 4 - 11, 7:00 PM 
except Fri. and Sat. 

Sunday Service 6 :00 PM 
First Presbyterian Church 

"Secrets of Longevity 
from 

Famous Centenarians" 
Speaker: Bob Curtiss 

Saturday, Jan. 10 1:30 PM 
Schenectady County 
Historical Society 

"Antiques" 
Speaker: Jo Mordecai 

Wed Jan. 28, 1:30 PM 
Schenectady County 
Historical Society 

February Spy Deadline 
January 15 
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1997: Pockets of Progress 

What a year 1997 has been. There's 
been pockets of progress locally and 
especially right here in the Stockade. 
We've seen the Van Dyck reopen. 
World reknown artists have made 
"music in the Stockade" more bearable. 
Has anyone walked over to Front Street 
to view Union College's new 
boathouse? It's finished. Now, if 
Union's scullers could only put on a 
brave front and show us what they're 
made of out on the muddy , muddy 
Mohawk. Have no doubt! The 
Stockade on the Mohawk will be put on 
the sculling map along with Cambridge 
on the Charles. 
The so-called "Gateway to the 
Stockade" at Erie Boulevard and Union 
Street is a must do, i.e., driving over the 
stone-paved road. Nice. Overnight, • 
lamp posts have popped up! Soon, 
Spring will grace the north and south 
sides of Union Street with fresh ever­
green trees and flowers. Thanks to all 
involved with Schenectady 2000. The 
Union Street overpass sighs with relief 
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(and so do we!) from many coats of 
fresh paint. Perchance the city of 
Schenectady, the County, and state gov­
ernment could rid the blight that is the 
former Ladd's gas station. Economic 
and environmental development would 
surely be the catch-phrase for 1998. 
And on and on. 
I do hope that every Stockadian contin­
ues to enjoy the "Spy." The feedback 
that I've received from non­
Stockadians about the "Spy" has been 
positive. Their words echo sentiments 
of their own neighborhoods, and what 
they could accomplish by informing 
their neighbors with up-to-date infor­
mation, personal bio's, poetry, and 
advertising from local business. We do 
all of that and more. 
Words cannot express your continued 
support for the written word. Just send 
in your story, a poem, an advertisement, 
or whatever. Here's to you and yours 
for a healthy and Happy New Year 
1998! Cheers. 

-: Gerald Plante 

Scott Uytrwa 



STOCKADE ASSOCIATION NEWS Jack Zegger, Corresponding Secretary 

BOARD MEETING, DECEMBER 2, 1997 

Code enforcement was the principal topic discussed at the meeting. Stricter code enforcement methods are 
being adopted throughout the City including the historic districts. Neighborhoods need to do more to educate 
homeowners on work requiring City approval and to work more closely with the Building Inspector. 
Residents should be aware that visible alterations of a property require approval. Some changes such as 
painting color and sidewalk material can be readily approved but major changes require submittal of an appli­
cation and appearance before the Historic District Commission. Failure to comply may result in a stop- work 
order. Contact David Schmidt, 382-5147, or one of the other Commissioners for guidance. 

The Board has been asked to assist St. George's Church in its efforts to acquire possible State funding for his­
toric properties to repair the iron fence in front of the Church. The Schenectady Downtown YMCA has 
decided to increase its Board and seeks applicants from neighborhood associations and community-based 
agencies. The Association has been asked to provide a nominee for the Board. Joe Bernat has agreed to 
serve initially. The speaker at the January 22, 1998, General Meeting will be Dolores Hutton, President of 
SUN. 

GATEWAY PROJECT UPDATE 

The work on brick sidewalks, tree grates, granite curbs and street pavers, and lights has been completed. Two 
eight- foot high granite monuments are being cut according to the design approved by the Task Force. They 
will be installed in the spring. An inscription committee is being formed to provide the wording on the monu­
ments. A contract has been signed for twenty-six 3-3 1/2-inch diameter Lavallei Hawthorne trees for planting 
by May 15. Hedges will be Euonymous Alutus Compacta ("Burning Bush"). A June 4 dedication ceremony 
is planned. 

UNION COLLEGE BOATHOUSE 

The exterior of the boathouse building has been completed and interior work is continuing. A blacktop- over­
gravel roadway has been completed on the west side access road; the blacktop was a City Fire Department 
requirement. Final landscaping and dock installation will be done in the spring. 

YC 
Hours: Mon. Tues, Wed. 11:30 AM- midnig)j}.t 

Thurs: Fri. 11 :30 AM - 2 AM 
Sat. 4:00 PM- 2 AM Closed Sun. 

Mon., Tues. & Wed. Shows at 6 PM 
Thurs. Rhythm & Blues Show at 9:30 PM 
All weekend shows at 8 & 10 PM 
Now Open Mondays for Lunch & Dinner 
Advances tickets: Call Club at 381-1111 
or at all Strawberries. 
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MUSIC IN THE STOCKADE 
237 Union Street 

Schenectady 
(518) 381-1111 

FINE FOOD AND BREWERY 

FRl.,JAN.9 KIM SIMMONDS 
SAT.,JAN.10 THE PERSUASIONS 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 16 

JOANNE BRACKEEN W/CECIL MCBEE 
FRIDAY URDAY,JAN 

RANDY BRECKER 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY, FEB. 6-7 

STANLEY TURRENTINE UINTET 



"Keeping Up with the Joneses, Schermerhorns, Yates, etc." 
Here in the Stockade, we have inherited a rich lineage of such familiar, prominent family names as 

"Schermerhorn," "Yates," and "Vrooman." This unique legacy in the form of buildings makes the 
Stockade an important national historic district. We must maintain this rich heritage by keeping our 
very special neighborhood beautiful anci safe by working together. 
The City has this as its goal, too, and, this past year, has been tightening up its code enforcement 
system throughout the neighborhoods. 
Unfortunately, on a recent sweep around our neighborhood, the Code Enforcement Department iden­
tified 25 Stockade properties as being in violation and have already cited 12 of these. The word is: 
If you don't take care of things, the City will, and then fine you and bill you for the work. 

Here are the Top Three Violations: 

1. Sidewalks Not Shovelled -After a snowfall, you have 24 hours to shovel your sidewalk, or you 
will be fined. Unshovelled sidewalks are hazarous. 

2. GarbaKe - Place all garbage in proper receptacles so it doesn't attract rodents, roaming dogs, or 
flies. Put out garbage no sooner than 2:00 PM the day before collection. Collection dates are 
always listed on the last page of The Spy. Pick up your 1998 schedules at Arthur's Market. 

3.Exposed Wood - If wood is not protected by paint, it rots and is prone to insects and decay. 

What can you do? 

I. If you know that one of the items applies to you, then take action. 
2. If you are a renter, inform your landlord, or take care of the problem yourself. 
3. If you need work done, ask your neighbors for recommendations. 

' 4. If you see any violations, report them. 

Topic 

Where to Call Regarding Code Violations 

Office 

• Building Code Enforcement 
• Snow Removal from Sidewalks 
• Unkept property (garbage, weeds, dirt) 
• Abandoned vehicles, parts • 

Building Inspector's Office 
Engineering 
Dept. of Property Management 
Dept. of Property Management 

Other Important Numbers 

• City Matters 
• City Council, Stockade Matters 
• City Meeting Agenda, Schedules 
• Police Emergency 
• Fire or Medical Emergency 
• Zoning 
• Historic District permits, colors, etc. 

Mayor Jurczynski's Office 
Councilwoman Peggy King 
City Clerk's Office 

Zoning Office 
Planning Office 

Phone 

382-5051 
382-5082(83) 
382-5060 
382-5060 

382-5000 
370-1885 
382-5195 
374-7744 
374-3111 
382-5049 
.382-5147 

Keep this sheet on your refrigerator for easy reference, 
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There's Money Available for Home Improvement! 
The Stockade Association is continuing its incentive plan for people to spruce up their property in 
1998. Nearly $3500 has been set aside for property owners who improve their property by fixing side­
walks or by painting. To be eligible, one must be a member of the Stockade Association, only a $10 
membership·. Incentives will only be awarded upon completion of work and upon presentation of cost 
information. Incentives will not be paid for work which was the result of a City citation. 

Sidewalk Monies 
$300 maximum per property owner is available, limited to 20% of incurred cost with a per square 
yard incentive cap of $30. (Slate, brick, or concrete only - no blacktop) Total funds available is at 
$1800, and will be awarded on a first-come, first-served basis. All work must be approved by the 
Historic Commission. 

Painting Monies 
$150 maximum per property owner is available to help defray costs for painting building exteriors 
readily visible from the public way, using colors approved per the Historic District Commission. (See 
color charts.at City Hall, Room 9) Total funds available is $1500, also awarded on a first-come first­
served basis. 

Gardening Monies 
As in the past two years, there will be three gardening prizes of $200, $150, and $100 awarded to 
those gardeners who make the greatest contribution to the aesthetics of the Stockade. A panel of judges 
will be selected by the President of the Stockade Association and awards will be made prior to the 
Walkabout. Special consideration will be given to new gardens. Anyone can nominate anyone. You 
can even nominate yourself! 

For more information on these programs, you can contact: 
Greg Sauer, 19 Washington Avenue, 393-8081. 

Thank you, thank you, thank you! 

The Annual Stockade Tree Lighting once again gave ua a mar­
velous excuse for a party - and a great party it was! Thanks to 
the help of so many but especially St. George's Church, Rev. 
Robert White and the First Reformed Choir, Ginny Henke, 
Jack Zegger, Susanna Sherwood, Jim and Marilyn Fisher, 
Mimi Bliss, Bob and Janie Hayner, Al Strack, Donna Hunt, 
Matt Twardowski, Emily Curtis, Pete Polacheck, and Arthur's 
Market, Barbara Sauer, George and Pat Marshall, Lidia 
Pasamanick, Anne and Joe Bernat, Sylvia Briber, Nancy 
Reutter, Phil Rodriguez, K_athy Koral, Al Giulietti, Bruce 

. Holden, Debbie Yolks, and our tree lighter, Elizabeth Yolks, 
and City of Schenectady Park and Traffic Dept. and anyone 
I've forgotten.We really enjoyed the First Reformed Choir, the 
piano music of Bruce Holden, the children's table arranged by 
Debbie Yolks and the artistic decorations of Nancy Reutter 
(Mille Fleur). I must add my special thanks to Jack, Susanna, 
Jim, Marilyn, Al S. and Al-G. who do so much. We will sore-
ly miss Jim and Marilyn next year. - Helen Giulietti 

4 

SCCC Offers New Programs 

Two new A.A.S. degree programs, 
"Early Childhood" and "Food Sales 
and Distribution" will be offered this 
semester at Schenectady County Com­
munity College. Students will use the 
daycare facility, observe local area 
classrooms and fulfill two 120-hour 
Internships. "The Food Sales and 
Distribution" degree is made possible 
by a $100,000 donation from the 
William and Estelle Golub Foundation. 
Program includes food retail manage­
ment, food distribution management, 
and merchandising and purchasing. 
Also, a Music Preparatory School 
begins this month, providing private 
lessons for ages 7 to adult in band and 
orchestra instruments. Call 3 81-1231. 



I People of the Stockade 
Pete Homby lives in the stuccoed gray house at 21 Governor's Lane and has for nearly fifty years. The 
houses at the ends of Governor's Lane and Washington Avenue have been in his family since the tum 
of the century, including the one he lives in now, which was built by his grandmother in 1911 (seen at 
far left in 1920's photo). The house at 1 Washington Ave. (seen at right) was sold along a line that 
includes Austin Yates, Charles P. Steinmetz and Pete's grandfather. It was there that his grandmother 
lived and worked as one of the first female physicians to practice in Schenectady. Graduating in 1892 
from the Women's Medical College of the New York Infirmary and training with one of the first female 
doctors in the United States, she worked initially as a doctor with the Schenectady school system, after 
which she ran her own practice at home. The building in the middle of the picture was once the D. C. 
Homby Riverside Boathouse; it rented 84 canoes to the public for recreation, wheeling them out to the 
river on the tracks which lead from the porch. An old postcard of Pete's shows the docks of the 
boathouse aflourish with action as larger boats are anchored nearby. 
Pete's family have been Schenectadians for four generations and he has lived in Schenectady nearly all 
his life, moving from Scotia at age six. He attended Schenectady schools including Riverside 
Elementary, Oneida Middle School, and Nott Terrace High School, from which he graduated after a 
spell in the Aleutian Islands of Alaska with the United States Navy. He worked in the Schenectady area 
during and after World War II including jobs with the Gazette, the Union Star, ALCO, and the Hotel Van 
Curler. He moved into his present house in 1949 when he got married. Since then he's enjoyed his res­
idence, deep in the Stockade, overlooking the park and the water, though the Mohawk has sprung up a 
few times to distrub him. 
It is around this time every year that Stockade residents, especially those along the river, start to talk and 
think about the Mohawk's ever present potential to flood its banks and cough up blocks of ice into the 
park. "That's a hazard you live with," Pete said when discussing the temperamental water. He's seen his 
share of floods over the years, but his house is not as endangered as others. It is up on blocks and sits 
near the highest point of the riverbank, so, though he does get occasional basement flooding, it is cer­
tainly not as bad as it could be. Instead of fretting, he enjoys the view from his second story windows, 
watching the gathering wildlife and keeping his eye on the mighty, evolving Mohawk below. Between 
location and experience, he's got quite a perspective on the river, the Stockade and our city. I'm glad he 
took time to share it with me. 

-Tim Logue 

reprinted, courtesy of White Studio 
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Stock~de Stopper 

Can you recognize this 
interesting structure in 
the Stockade? Take a 

walk around and see if 
you can find it. As 

always, we will have a 
comment on this archi­
tectural detail in next 

month's column. 

Please tell 
our advertisers that 
you saw them in the 

Stockade Spy. 

The Stockade Spy 

Editor 
Sylvia Briber 377-0469 
23 Washington Avenue 

Staff 
Gerald Plante 
Lidia Pasamanick 
Susanna Sherwood 
Tim Logue 

Ads 
Emily Curtis 381-1818 
215 Green Street 

Finance 
Janie Hayner 374-6216 
6 Front Street 

January 
Waste 

Collection 

Fri. Jan. 2 
Fri. Jan. 9 
Fri. Jan. 16 
Mon. Jan. 26 

SAVE-MOR 
CLEANERS & LAUNDERERS 

21 STATE STREET SCHENECTADY, NY 12305 
(518) 346-4241 

Open Monday thru Friday 7 A.M.-6:30 P.M. 
Saturday 7:30 A.M.-3P.M. 

10% Discount with this Advertisement 

SAME DAY DRY CLEANING AND SHIRT SERVICE AVAILABLE 
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Mohawk Club Clarification 

The manager of the Mohawk Club 
wishes to clarify that the Mohawk 
Club is strictly a private club and invi­
tations to Stockaders were made in 
order to promote membership. 

~ 
UPPER UNION TRAVEL. INC. 

EILEEN M. JULIAN, C.T.C. 
V.P./Manager 

TEL: (518) 346-7474 
1708 Union St., Schenectady, NY 12309 FAX: (518) 346-7477 

)TOCK~DE 
(((eAST 

APARTMENTS AND TOWNHOUSES 

Short or Long Term Arrangements 
1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments Unfurnished or Furnished 

Off Street Parking 13-15 No. College St. 
Call About Our Winter Package! 

518-382-1810 
"The Best Kept Secret In the Stockade" 

• Children's Services 

• Health Promotion Services 

YWCA • Housing Services 

Schenectady • Services to Women & Families 

44 Washington Avenue 
Schenectady, NY 12305-1799 

Phone: (518) 374-3394 
Fax: (518) 374-3385 

Domestic Violence Hotline: (518) 37 4-3386 

Established - 1 BBB 


